
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

General rights 
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners 
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights. 
 

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research. 
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain 
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal  

 
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately 
and investigate your claim. 

   

 

Downloaded from orbit.dtu.dk on: Dec 19, 2017

Developing knowledge and strategies for enabling and governing transitions to a low
carbon society

Jørgensen, Michael Søgaard; Jørgensen, Ulrik; Lauridsen, Erik Hagelskjær

Publication date:
2011

Link back to DTU Orbit

Citation (APA):
Jørgensen, M. S., Jørgensen, U., & Lauridsen, E. H. (2011). Developing knowledge and strategies for enabling
and governing transitions to a low carbon society. Abstract from Changing the Energy System to Renewable
Energy Self-Sufficiency, Freiburg (Germany) 14th-16th 2011, .

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Online Research Database In Technology

https://core.ac.uk/display/13782632?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://orbit.dtu.dk/en/publications/developing-knowledge-and-strategies-for-enabling-and-governing-transitions-to-a-low-carbon-society(c9b1034e-8dc7-407b-bdf5-cf04e8051361).html


 

 

 1 

Abstract for RESS – Conference: Changing the Energy System to Renewable Energy Self-

Sufficiency, September 14th-16th 2011 in Freiburg (Germany) 
 

Developing knowledge and strategies for enabling and governing 

transitions to a low carbon society 
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Most of the research on low carbon society in Denmark has hitherto focused on developing 

scenarios and analyzing possible policy instruments, including market mechanisms, costs and 

impacts in relation to known options and impacts. The Danish Council of Strategic Research funds 

the four year research alliance “Enabling and governing transitions to a low carbon society” during 

2010-2013. The aim of this alliance is to conceptualize the dynamics of transition processes towards 

a low carbon society by involving the diverse set of actors from consumers to governmental 

agencies, companies and organizations.  

 

Transition of the path-dependent, socio-technical regimes in the energy system is a governance 

challenge, since transitions need to occur simultaneously in different arenas without necessarily 

having a specific „centre‟ of co-ordination. Changes of regimes require innovative breakthroughs in 

technology, changes of institutional frames and changes in social practices, but also increased 

utilisation of well known solutions is important. The research alliance focuses in a number of inter-

linked projects on five overall transition arenas in society: standards and certifications, households, 

companies, cities, and national and international policy. Theoretically the research alliance builds 

upon a combination of theories including social practice theory, innovation economy, institutional 

theory, actor-network theory and governance theory. Through a combination of historical analysis, 

case studies and action research, the research alliance analyses the roles of socio-technical 

experiments, creation and utilisation of „windows of opportunity‟ and stabilisation of changes in 

societal niches into regime transformation.  

 

The results of the alliance will comprise of:  

 Methods which enable stakeholders to make continuous adjustments of objectives and means 

in unavoidably conflict ridden transition processes.  

 Analyses of how key measures and institutions at different societal levels might contribute to 

transition processes.  

 Characterisation of 4-6 typical sustainable transition set-ups as complex contexts, which are 

identifiable to actors in similar situations. 
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