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ANNIVERSARY CELLUTLOSE CHEMISTRY ANDITECHNULOGY

Professor
CRISTOFOR 1. SIMIONESCU ~
on his 70th Birth Anniversary g

Professor Cristofur I. Simionescu is 70 vears old ; he was born on
July 17, 1920 in Dumindiveni-Suceava. Both his father and hiz mother
were schoul teachers. Young Simionescu went to elementary school in
his home town and, after finishing, he came to Jassy and attended the
prestizious “National Lyeceum™, the roots of which are in the *Michailean
Academy”. He then started his studies in the Polytechnic Institute of
Jassy at the Faculty of Chemical Engineering. As a young student, he
was knawn for his enthusiasm in his work and le was soon recognized
as an outstanding vouny scientisi. As a consequence, in 1944, Cristofor
Simionescu graduated magna eum lande from the Polvtechnic Institute
in Jassy. In 1948, he obtained his first scientific deeree in the field of
organic technology, i.e. Doctor of Techuical Sciences, became Associate
Professor, and, in 1931, was promoted 1o Full Professor and appointed
10 the Chair of Natural and Synthetic Macromolecules.

From 1953 until 1976 Profeszor Simionescu was Rector of the Poly-
technic Institute of Jassy, In 1955, he was elected corresponding member
of the Romanian Academy and in 1963 he was elected full member. In the
same year, he was also elected President of the Jassy Brauch of the Aca-
demy; he servedin this pu=ition froin 1963 to 1974, and. again, from 1929 on,

In 1974, Proiessor Simiouescu was elected Vice-President of the
Fomanian Academy, o position held until 1990.

Collujore Chem. Techmol., 24, 657 =055 [1990)
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Following Professor Simionescu’s initintive, the Institute of Cle-
mistry in Jassy — an academic Institute, was iransformed in 1964 into
an Institute entirely dedicated to the research on polymers, i.e. the “P.
Poni" Institute of Macromelecular Cliemisiry. I'refessor Shinicnescu has
been its Director since 1970. Professor Simioneszcu is now Director md
honores of the “'Petru Poni” Institute of Macromolecular Chemistry in
Jassy.

Cristofor Simionescu’s persopality, his important contribution to
the creation of a modern school of macromelecular chemistry in Romania,
and his many-sided activities in education and science have been widely
recognized and highiy appreciated worldwide. Simioneseu is 2 member
of several international scientific organizations including Suciété Chimigue
de France (1963) and the American Chemical Society (1963). He is Hono-
rary Member of Sociétd de Chimie Industrielie de Paris (1970}, a member
of the International Academy of Wood Science, President of the Enropean-
African Group of thiz Academy (since 1979) and of the International
Society for the Study of the Origin of Life (ISSOL), Professor Simionescu
was also a npational reprezentative of IUPAC (International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry) and a member cf the ITPAC Macromole-
cular Division and of the ITPAC Committee for Teaching Chemistrr.

Cristofor Simioneseu was elected foreign member of the Academy
of Sciences of DDR (1982) and of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
{1936) ; he is an active member of the X.X. Academy of Sciences and was
selected foreign member of the American Chemical Society at its Centen-
nial (1976).

In 198G, Professor Simionescu became Docfor honoris causa of the
Polytechnical School of Sofin, Bulgaria,

Professor Simionescu is the founder and editor-in-chief of the
inrernational journal Cellulose Chemistry awd Technology (since 1967)
and editor-in-chief of the Scientific Memoirs of the dcademy of Romania
(since 1977), member of the editorial boards of Rerwe Roumatne de Chimie
and other Romanian chemistry journals, and member of the advisory
buards of deta Polymerica, of Journal of Polymer Science: Polymer Che-
mistry Edition and European Poiymer Journal.

The secientific activity of Professor Simionescu shows his interest
in the entire range of the narural sciences. His work covers a wide spec-
trum in macromolecular organie and applied chemistry. His work has
been published in over 600 scientific papers in Romanion and foreism
journals, and he is the holder of more than 40 patents. He also is the
author of some twenty books.

Under the guidanee of Professor Simionescu, more than 90 young sei-
entists from Romania and abroad have completed their Ph. D. studies in
the fields of organic and macromolecular chemistry. The subjects coverad
invoive : wood chemistry, the chemistry of polysaccharides, synthesis
and polymerization (copolymerization) of new monomers, polviner me-
chanochemistry, photo- and semiconducting polymers, plusmochemistrr,
chemistry of multifunctional initiators, electroinitiated polymerizations,
macromolecular charge-transfer compleses (CTC), etc. Professor Simio-
nescu has always supported new directions in theory and in experimental
approaches. His contributions are considered as basic for the develop-
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ment of polrmers with conjugated double bonds, mainly poiracetylenes.
His contributions to the understanding of how life could have emerged
from the primary gases of the reduced atmosphere on the cold Earth ix
also considered far-reaching. 1o this last area, Professor Simionescu was
the coauthor to the Cold Theory of the origin of Life, and published more
than 50 papers and one book (translated in Russian, too) on this subject.

Since 1904, Professor Simioneseu was involved in the organization
of numerous patiopal and international scientific meetings, including
nine International Symposia on Cellulose Chemistry and Technology,
the 39th International Congress of Industrial Chemistry (Bucharest, 1950),
the First Romanian-U.S. Semioar in Polymer Chemistry (Jassy, 1976),
the 29th International Sympotium oo Macromolecules (IUPAC Macro’s3.
Bucharest 1983), and the 17th Meeting of the Problem Commission of
Macromolecular Compounds of the Academies of East European Countries
(Jassy, 1983).

As educator, colleague and scientist, Cristofor Simionescu it an exam-
ple of perseverance and tepacity. He created and maintains a most sti-
mulating atmosphere at the Polrtechnic Institute and at the "“Perru
Poni™ Institute of Macromolecular Chemistry. Many voung scientists who
are now engaged in research and teaching in npumerous institutes and uni-
versities in Romania and abroad have prcfited inspirations. His devotion
to teaching and research, which he successfuliy combined throughout his
career, has been the most characteristic feature of this multifaceted acti-
vity.

Profeszor Simioneszcu iz sefentis! emerifus (1969) and professor eme-
ritus (1973). In recoznition of his merits in both =cientific and rocial acti-
vities, he wax awarded more than 15 national medals and awards,

Professor Simionescu has been verr active in crenting conditions
for international seientific collaboration among scientists and researchers,
In recognition of his efforts he received the Centennial Medal cf the Ame-
rican Chemical Society, the jubilee medal from the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR (1071), the Diploma de Reconocimiento of the Academy of
:.5.‘.:5 Republic of Cuba, and the Diploma of the Bulgarian Academy of

iences.

The binzraphr of Profewor Simione=cu hat heen included in WHO'S
WHO INX THE WORLD, 5th edition, 1980 7081,

Ontheoccasionofthis 10thbirthday.all colleazues, pupil<.and friends
— from all over the world — wish Trofessor Cristefor I. Simioncsenw a
long and fruitful life, with coptinued gzood health and spiritual viger.

10AX 1. NEGULESCL” OTTO VOGL

Institute of Marremolecular Chemiviry Folviechnic Tnivershty
Jassy Droaklvn, New York
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