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What is Open Access?

Open-access (OA) literature is digital, 
online, free of charge, and free of most 
copyright and licensing restrictions. 

What makes it possible is the Internet and 
the consent of the author or copyright-
holder.

Source: Peter Suber (2004). A Very Brief Introduction to Open Access.
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm



Some Issues Related to 
Open Access

1. Authorship rights
2. Subscription costs (to libraries)
3. Information as a public good 
4. Publishers – it costs $ to publish
5. Author incentive issue 
6. The potential of open content 

collaboration 



1. Authorship rights

I should be able to post papers I’ve written 
on my website.

I never was taught issues about copyright in 
grad school

Creative Commons – “some rights reserved”



2. Subscription Costs

• It is becoming increasingly expensive for 
libraries to subscribe to traditional “gated 
access” journals



3. Information as a Public Good

• Tension in our society because of 
copyright and property rights

• Developing countries cannot afford 
subscriptions

• Have or are rapidly getting Internet access



4. Publisher’s Perspective

• It costs $ to publish – need to cover costs

• If you publish your paper online as open 
access, it competes with us

• Are there better ways to publish that 
doesn’t create access barriers?



Alternative Publishing Models

• Author pays model
– Works better in some disciplines than others

• Library as publisher model
– Philosopher’s Imprint (U of Michigan)
– “Edited by Philosophers, Published by 

Librarians”

• Other models?



5. Author Incentives

• Strive/encouraged to publish in journals with 
highest “impact factor”

• These tend to be “gated access” journals

• Recent study – 1433 academics in 49 countries

• Why they do or do not publish in OA outlets?



Source: Hess, Wigand, Mann and von Walter (2007) “Open Access and Science Publishing”



Source: Hess, Wigand, Mann and von Walter (2007) “Open Access and Science Publishing”

THESE WILL
CHANGE OVER
TIME!



5. The Potential of Open Content 
Collaboration 

• Existence proof: Web growth from 1994-2000

• Open Source software communities
– Open Access-based collaboration
– Not just volunteers – also firms, non profits, and 

governments

• Global “peer production” 

• A way to tackle “wicked problems”?



What is Open Access Day about?
Press releases: 

• “Open Access Day will create an opportunity for 
the higher education community and general 
public to understand more clearly the 
opportunities of wider access and use of 
content.”

• “Making full use of the Internet to share and 
reuse content without restriction is pushing 
scientific communication into the future…” 
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