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L A HUELLA GRIEGA EN EL SENADO DE LOS EEUU.

CLELIA MARTINEZ MAZA
UNIVERSIDAD DE MALAGA

En el imaginario politico del mundo contemporadrgosenado romano emerge
casi de modo automatico como el paradigma clasieongejor representa esa segunda
camara que integra el poder legislativo de losdestanodernos en general y en Estados
Unidos, (al que dedico mi intervencién), en patdcuEl propio nombre evoca su
homoénima en Roma de manera inmediata. Sin embangoatento examen a la
documentacion que recoge los debates constitueimeal los que se reflexiona, discute,
y se acuerda la redaccion final de la constitudéhos EE.UU, aprobada finalmente en
1787, a mi juicio, permite comprobar que el senasimano no ocupd ese papel
protagonista o al menos no de manera exclusivaintdrvencion se centrara, por lo
tanto, en recuperar y analizar los ecos filohelemas inspiraron la creacion de la
camara alta de EE.UU. En mi opinion, la realidalitisa griega, reconocida como aval
de prestigio en la configuracion del modelo remarip federal estadounidense,
proporciond referentes mas abundantes y ricos @aingunecesariamente se presentan
bajo una apariencia senatorial. Y asi, la expeidegicega federal ofrecio, por ejemplo,
la solucion finalmente aprobada para modelar la posicion y el nimero de
representantes de la camara alta. Las institucioeds Atenas de Soldn, inspiraron las
competencias y funciones dentro del mecanismchdeks and balancgsopuesto para
garantizar el equilibrio y control de poderes. Ehmen de la Atenas de Pericles alertd
de los peligros derivados de la ausencia de dichand y del gobierno del populacho
y, en la literatura politica del periodo, se enwrar las bondades de la paradigmatica
gerousiaespartana para proponer el gobierno de la polia @omo el modelo clasico
mas propicio para el nuevo senado federal.

The necessity of a well-constructed Senate

TEXT 1.

History inform us of no long-lived republic whiclath not a senate. Sparta, Roma and
Carthage are, in fact, the only states to whom ¢hatacter can be applied. In each of
the two first there was a senate for life... Thesangles ..are very instructive proofs of
the necessity of some institution that will blendbslity with liberty...The people may
possibly be betrayed by the representatives ofpeémple; and the danger will be
evidently greater where the whole legislative sustlodged in the hands of one body
of men, than where the concurrence of separatedasimilar bodies is required in

every public act.
J.Madisoralias Publius, The Federalist Pape®&3: The Senate continued

The New Jersey Plan:

A single-chamber legislature in which each stagardless size, would have one vote.
Equal voice, equal votes to all the states. Graplkergence: the Amphictyonic League .
TEXT 2.

So each State when States enter into a Federalri@ogat, are entitled to an equal
vote, because before they entered into such federe@rnment, each State was equally
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free and equally independent. That adequate remetsm of men formed into a State
government, consists in each man having an equak w&ther personally, or if by
representatives.....in the amphyctionic confedemnabf the Grecian cities, each city
however different in wealth, strength, and othecwinstances, sent the same number of
deputies, and had each an equal voice in every tthat related to the common

concerns of Greece.
Luther Martin,Baltimore Maryland Gazettdanuary 1, 1788

The Virginia Plan:

A bicameral legislature in which each state wowdddpresented in proportion to their
quotas of contribution or to the number of freeaibitants.

Greek experience: Lycian League

TEXT 3.

Mr. Ellsworth had also erred in saying that no anse had existed in which
confederated States had not retained to themsalyeesrfect equality of suffrage. ...1
reminded Mr. E. of the Lycian confederacy, in whibk component members had votes
proportioned to their importance, and which Monteegq recommends as the fittest

model for that form of Government.
Records of the Federal Conventjdiune 28, 1787

TEXT 4.
The next confederacy, which claims our attentian,that of the Lycians. In this
republick, the just rights of suffrage were obsdrweith great accuracy. It was an
association of twenty three towns. These were ga@into three classes, in proportion
to their strength. In the first class, six statesenincluded. The numbers of which the
second and third classes were composed, are unceBwery city had its own
magistrates and government, and managed its ovemnait affairs. But all, uniting
together, formed only one common republick, and bad common council. In that
council, they deliberated and resolved concernirg, woncerning peace, concerning
alliances; in a word, concerning the general irstisrand welfare of the Lycians. The
towns of the first class had three votes; the towfrthe second class had two votes; and
the towns of the third class had one vote, in tbenmaon council. In the same
proportion, they contributed to the publick expensand appointed the publick
magistrates of the union...This republick contintiédhe Romans, by their extending
conquests, overpowered every thing in Asia...

“Was | to give,” says the celebrated Montesqui&ine model of an excellent
confederate republick, | would select that of LytiEhe happy experience, however, of
the United States, has evinced, that, even updmtbdel, immense improvements have

been made.
J. Wilson, “Of a Man as a Member of a Confederdtitiectures in Layw1790-1792.

The “Connecticut Compromise”, “Great Compromise” or “Sherman’s
Compromise” (July 16, 1787)

A bicameral legislature with proportional represéian in the lower house (Virginia
Plan). The upper house is weighted equally betwleestates. Each state would have
two representatives in the Senate(N. Jersey REmegk experience: the Amphictyonic
League.

The Role of the Senate:



Check on the House of Representatives. The cortimmaf the President’s
appointment of federal officers, the advice andsemn to treaties entered into by the
United States. Greek Experience: Achaean league.

The Senate’s virtues as an institution
TEXT 5.
“l shall not scruple to add, that such an institntimay be sometimes necessary as a
defense to the people against their own tempomaoyseand delusions... In these critical
moments, how salutary will be the interferencearhe temperate and respectable body
of citizens, in order to check the misguided caraad to suspend the blow meditated
by the people against themselves, until reasorticgysand truth can regain their
authority over the public mind? What bitter anguigbuld not the people of Athens
have often escaped if their government had cordasimeprovident a safeguard against
the tyranny of their own passions? Popular libertght then have escaped the indelible
reproach of decreeing to the same citizens the dekdn one day and statues on the
next”.

J.Madisoralias Publius, The Federalist Pape@3: The Senate continued

TEXT. 6.A.

This piece of historyscl. Amphictyonic leagugyroves at once the inefficiency of the
union, the ambition and jealousy of its most powleniembers, and the dependent and
degraded condition of the rest. The smaller memhlkaigh entitled by the theory of
their system to revolve in equal pride and majestyund the common center, had
become, in fact, satellites of the orbs of primaggnitude.

Publius(= A. Hamilton, J. Madison), Theederalist,18:
The Insufficiency of the Present ConfederationresBrve the Unioicontinued)

TEXT.6.B.

The Achaean league, as it is called, was anothgetyoof Grecian republics, which
supplies us with valuable instruction... The seniatevhich they were represented, had
the sole and exclusive right of peace and wargotlsg and receiving ambassadors; of
entering into treaties and alliances; of appointirghief magistrate or praetor, as he was
called, who commanded their armies, and who, vighadvice and consent of ten of the
senators, not only administered the governmenhénrécess of the senate, but had a

great share in its deliberations, when assembled.
Publius(= A. Hamilton, J. Madison), Theederalist,18:
The Insufficiency of the Present ConfederationresBrve the Unioicontinued)



