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Germany-CGIAR Partnership

Germany joined the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) in 1971.
As a founding member, Germany is one of the strongest supporters of the alliance, influencing
CGIAR policies, and enjoying a long-standing, fruitful and growing partnership.

The focus of German official development assistance has been on food security, poverty allevia-
tion, and the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. Each of these goals is
closely aligned with the goals of the CGIAR. Germany is among the top five investors in the
CGIAR contributing financial, scientific, human and technical resources.

CGIAR works closely with the German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ). In addition to BMZ, CGIAR research is linked to the Federal Ministry of
Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture (BMVEL), Federal Ministry for the Environment
(BMU), and the Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF). CGIAR collaborates with
the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), Advisory Service on Agricultural Research
for Development (BEAF), German Foundation for International Development (DSE), and others.

German scientists and
. . development specialists
“The fight against hunger and poverty has have played key supporting

to be put at the very top of the political ro'esin CGIAR affairs,

P including the reform pro-
agenda all across the world. gram designed to increase

development impact,
strengthen partnerships,
and streamline governance.

— Johannes Rau
President of Germany

A snapshot of the Germany-CGIAR partnership in 2003 shows a German agricultural economist,
Prof. Dr. Joachim von Braun leading the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI),
and six German scientists serving on the Boards of CGIAR Centers. In addition, close to 50
German scientists and researchers are on the staff of CGIAR Centers. As part of the reforms, a
concerted effort to strengthen scientific cooperation and knowledge-sharing was launched;
seven German researchers are participating in the post-doctoral program, and two develop-
ment economists have been seconded to the CGIAR Secretariat, a unit of the System Office.

The CGIAR Centers collaborate with leading German universities and advanced research insti-
tutes (Universities of Gottingen, Giessen, Hamburg, Hannover, Kiel, Max Planck Institute-
Marburg, and others) on crop, livestock and fisheries improvement, agroforestry, forestry, food
policies, and other themes. Currently, Germany supports over 40 projects at the CGIAR Centers.



Some examples of development impacts resulting from the Germany-CGIAR partnership
include:

Over 20 million subsistence farmers cultivate sorghum and millet in large parts of drought-
prone southern Africa. ICRISAT launched the “Sorghum and Millet Improvement Program”
(SMIP). Twenty improved sorghum varieties and ten millet varieties were released in eight
countries in the region. In Zimbabwe, one improved variety is grown on 30 percent of the
country’s sorghum area (www.icrisat.org).

Rice is the world’s most important food crop,
and rice demand is increasing in west Africa.
The International Network for Genetic
Evaluation of Rice (INGER-Africa) is strength-
ening scientific cooperation and delivering
results. Of the nearly 200 improved rice vari-
eties released in the region, about 40 per-
cent have their origins in CGIAR varieties. In
Ghana, of the 8o percent of improved rice
varieties planted in rainfed areas, more than
half is planted with CGIAR material.
Conservative estimates indicate that rice
improvements contribute $374 million per
year to the regional economy. Over 40 per-
cent of this gain is attributable to CGIAR rice
research (www.irri.org, www.warda.org)

Wheat is the most widely grown cereal grain,
and a staple food grain for 35 percent of the
world’s population, providing more calories
and protein than any other crop. During the
late 1990s, about 80 percent of wheat area in
developing countries was planted to CIMMYT-
related varieties and crosses. Returns to
international wheat breeding research are
high. In monetary terms, it is estimated that
the total economic benefits in developing countries is about $2.5 billion annually
for research costs that never exceeded $70 million annually (www.cimmyt.org).

Alex Kahi, an ILRI scientist trained at the University of Hohenheim won the 2001
“Promising Young Scientist” Award (www.cgiar.org).
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The Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

CGIAR is a strategic alliance of countries, international and regional organizations, and pri-
vate foundations supporting 16 international agricultural research Centers that work with
national agricultural research systems, the private sector and civil society. The alliance mobi-
lizes agricultural science to reduce poverty, foster human well-being, promote agricultural
growth, and protect the environment.

Agriculture, the key to development

In a world where 75 percent of poor people depend on agriculture to survive, poverty cannot be
reduced without investment in agriculture. Many of the countries with the strongest agricultural
sectors have a record of sustained investment in agricultural science and technology. The evi-
dence is clear, research for development generates agricultural growth and reduces poverty.

Agricultural research benefits people and the planet
Agricultural research for development has a record of delivering results. The science that
made possible the Green Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s was largely the work of CGIAR
Centers and their national agricultural research partners. The scientists’ work not only
increased incomes for small farmers, it enabled the preservation of millions of hectares of forest
and grasslands, conserving biodiversity and reducing carbon releases into the atmosphere.
CGIAR’s research agenda is dynamic, flexible, and responsive to emerging development chal-
lenges. The research portfolio has evolved from the original
focus on increasing productivity in individual critical food crops.
Today’s approach recognizes that biodiversity and environment
research are also key components in the drive to enhance sus-
tainable agricultural productivity. Our belief in the fundamentals
remains as strong as ever: agricultural growth and increased
farm productivity in developing countries creates wealth,
reduces poverty and hunger and protects the environment.

CGIAR Priority Investments 2002
Saving biodiversity 9%

Improving

policies 14% .
Increasing

productivity 35%

Protecting the
environment 19%

Strengthening
NARS 23%



Agricultural research is delivering results
The CGIAR’s more recent outstanding achievements include

Quality protein maize, a more nutritious type of maize bred for improved human health.
QPM is being planted on one million hectares in 20 countries

New Rices for Africa or NERICAs which combine the ruggedness of local African rice species
with the high productivity traits of Asian rice are transforming agriculture in the humid West
Africa region. In Guinea alone, NERICAs are planted on 90,000 hectares saving an estimated
$10 million in rice import bills

CGIAR and its partners are rehabilitating Afghanistan’s agriculture. A major seed supply dis-
tribution program has been implemented, and technical assistance is being provided to
rebuild agriculture devastated by years of war, strife, and drought

Integrated aquaculture/agriculture techniques resulting in increased rice and fish production in
Asia through new strains of tilapia that grow 60 per cent faster

Training over 75,000 developing country scientists and researchers

Reducing pesticide use in developing countries by promoting integrated pest management
and biological control methods

Adoption of zero or low-till farming practices in Africa and Asia, minimizing soil erosion and
boosting farm incomes and productivity.

Enabling African producers to exploit international pigeonpea markets

Agroforestry initiatives developed with community organizations in Asia and Africa

CGIAR researchers have won the World Food Prize for 3 years in a row

CGIAR’s Evolving Research Agenda

Dry Areas




These successes notwithstanding, future challenges are daunting. World population is expected
to reach g billion people by 2050. Food demand is expected to more than double in a similar
time frame. Some 30 percent of irrigated lands are already degraded, and water use is expected
to increase by 50 percent over the next 30 years. Science-based solutions for sustaining pro-
ductivity increases while protecting ecosystems are key to addressing these challenges.

Increasing sustainable productivity, strengthening science-for-development partnerships,
protecting the environment

The CGIAR was created in 1971. Today more than 8,500 CGIAR scientists and staff are working
in over 100 countries. CGIAR research addresses every critical component of the agricultural
sector including—agroforestry, biodiversity, food, forage and tree crops, pro-environment farm-
ing techniques, fisheries, forestry, livestock, food policies and agricultural research services.
Thirteen of 16 Centers are headquartered in developing countries. Africa continues to be a pri-
ority for CGIAR research. CGIAR research partnerships help achieve the Millennium
Development Goals and support major international conventions (Biodiversity, Climate Change,
and Desertification). The knowledge generated by the CGIAR is made freely available to all.

The CGIAR has five areas of focus
Increasing productivity (of crops, livestock, fisheries, forests and the natural resource base)
Strengthening national systems (through joint research, policy support, training and knowl-
edge-sharing)
Protecting the environment (by developing new technologies that make more prudent use
of land, water, and nutrients and help reduce agriculture’s adverse impacts on ecosystems)
Saving biodiversity (collecting, characterizing and conserving genetic resources—the CGIAR
holds in public trust one of the world’s largest seed collections freely available to all)
Improving policies (with a major impact on agriculture, food, health, the spread of new
technologies and the management and conservation of natural resources)




A Twenty-first Century
Alliance

Major reforms designed to strengthen sci-
ence, extend the alliance, streamline gover-
nance and maximize impact are gaining
ground and yielding benefits. The innovative
Challenge Program initiative is designed to
address global and regional issues of critical
importance such as combating micronutrient
deficiencies that affect more than three billion
people and addressing water scarcity by
improving water use efficiency in agriculture.
Challenge Programs are facilitating collabora-
tive research and helping mobilize knowl-
edge, technology and resources.

The CGIAR alliance is open to all countries
and organizations sharing a commitment to a
common research agenda and willing to
invest financial support, and human and tech-
nical resources. In 2002, four new members
joined the alliance and membership is poised
to grow further.

CGIAR members contributed $337 million in

2002, the single-largest public goods invest-
ment in mobilizing science for the benefit of
poor farming communities worldwide.




Research is a Collaborative Enterprise

The CGIAR’s achievements would not be possible without the support and commitment of
the 62 members and many hundreds of partner organizations who together form the growing

CGIAR alliance.

CGIAR Members

African Development Bank

Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development

Asian Development Bank

Australia

Austria

Bangladesh

Belgium

Brazil

Canada

China

Colombia

Commission of the European

Community

Cote d’lvoire

Denmark

Arab Republic of Egypt

Finland

Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations

Ford Foundation

France

Germany

India

Indonesia

Inter-American Development
Bank

International Development
Research Centre

International Fund for
Agricultural Development

Islamic Republic of Iran

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Japan

Kellogg Foundation

Kenya

Republic of Korea

Luxembourg

Malaysia

Mexico

Morocco

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nigeria

Norway

OPEC Fund for International
Development

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Portugal

Rockefeller Foundation

Romania

Russian Federation

South Africa

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Syngenta Foundation for
Sustainable Agriculture

Syrian Arab Republic

Thailand

Uganda

United Kingdom

United Nations Development
Programme

United Nations Environment
Programme

United States of America

World Bank
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CGIAR

CGIAR Secretariat

A Unit of the CGIAR System Office
1818 H Street, NW

Washington, DC 20433, USA

tel 1202 473 8951

fax 1202 473 8110

email cgiar@cgiar.org
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