
CGIAR Information Service 
AGREEiYENT BETWEEN THE FEDERAL MILITARY 

GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF N I G E R I A  

AND THE INTERNATIONAL CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

FOR THE SEMI-AKID TROPICS 

(ICRISAT) 

Preamble 

The Federal Mili tary Government of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria ("Government") and the International Crops Research I n s t i t u t e  

for  the Semi-Arid Tropics ("ICRISAT"), (hereinaf ter  referred t o  as 

"the Contracting Part ies") ;  

Noting the establishment of the Consultative Group f o r  

International Agricultural Research ( C G I A R )  under the 

patronage of the U N D P ,  FA0 and World Bank and the creation 

of ICRISAT by CGIAR i n  1972 as an international non-profit 

research, educational, development, and t ra ining i n s t i t u t e  

w i t h  headquarters i n  Patancheru (near Hyderabad) , India; 

In view of the common aim of the 13 International Agricultural 

Research Centres established by the Consultative Group for  

International Agricultural Research " t o  help the developing 

countries t o  g a i n  self-sufficiency in food and t o  improve the 

standards of l iving of t h e i r  populations by a common e f f o r t ,  

on a world-wide basis ,  t h r o u g h  research designed t o  increase the 

production of food crops and the training of s c i e n t i s t s  and  

tech n i c i an s of de ve 1 op  i ng count r i e s I' ; 

I n  view of the spec i f ic  objectives of ICRISAT which are:  
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( a )  To serve a s  a world centre f o r  the improvement of grain 

y ie ld  and qua l i ty  of sorghum, mi l le t ,  chickpea, pigeonpea, 

and groundnut and t o  a c t  as  a world repository f o r  the 

genetic resources of these crops; 

( b )  To develop improved farming systems t h a t  will  help t o  

increase and s t a b i l i z e  agr icul tural  production t h r o u g h  

more e f fec t ive  use of natural and human resources i n  the 

seasonally dry semi-arid t ropics;  

( c )  To ident i fy  constraints  t o  agr icul tural  development i n  the 

semi-arid t rop ics  and evaluate means of a l lev ia t ing  them 

through technological and ins t i tu t iona l  change; and 

( d )  To a s s i s t  i n  the  development and t ransfer  of technology to 

the farmer t h r o u g h  cooperation with national and regional 

research programmes, and by sponsoring workshops and 

conferences, operating t ra ining programmes, and ass i s t ing  

extension a c t i v i t i e s ;  

kecongnizing the des i re  of the Federal Military Government of 

the Federal Kepublic of Nigeria t o  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t  the 

improvement of sorghum and mi l le t  i n  the West African sub-region; 

Concerned with ensuring the functioning of ICRISAT's services 

so t h a t  these objectives and purposes can be a t ta ined;  

We agreed as follows: 
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Art ic le  I 

ICRISAT sha l l  undertake a 'ulest African sub-regional research and 

t ra in ing  programme on sorghum and mi l le t  from a central base i n  

Nigeria i n  cooperation with National Agricultural Research and 

Development Programmes and relevant i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  the sub-region 

for the improvement of agr icul tural  production, par t icular ly  food 

production i n  the sub-region. The programmes shall  have the following 

general objectives which may be res t r ic ted  or  enlarged a f t e r  mutual 

examination and consent: 

( a )  The introduction, evaluation, and adaptation of improved 

v a r i e t i e s  or other genetic sources of sorghum and mi l le t ,  

including prompt screening of var ie t ies  i n  use o r  i n  t es t ing  

programmes i n  countries of the sub-region; 

( b )  The development of var ie t ies  and hybrids with h i g h  yields  

of grain and good nutr i t ious qua l i ty ,  satisfying the needs 

and preferences of farmers from di f fe ren t  parts of the 

region and res i s tan t  t o  damage caused by diseases and pests ,  

and to le ran t  t o  major environmental s t resses ;  

( c )  The ins ta l la t ion  of sub-regional and local t e s t s  t o  determine 

the range of adaptabi 1 i ty of improved cul t ivars  and 

advanced breeding material ,  as well as t o  es tabl ish 

screening nurseries for  disease,  insec t ,  weed, and 

environmental s t resses ;  
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( d )  The col lect ion and evaluation of local genetic resources 

of sorghum and m i l l e t ,  the introduction of these resources 

i n t o  world col lect ions,  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  preservation and 

evaluation, and the d is t r ibu t ion  o f  promising materials 

t o  other countries of the sub-region; 

( e )  Participating i n  the tes t ing  o f  improved systems f o r  the 

wise exploitation of s o i l ,  water, and crops, and  the be t te r  

u t i l i z a t i o n  of human and other resources i n  the sub-region 

as devel oped and recommended by others ; 

( f )  Training o f  s c i e n t i s t s  and agricul tural  research technicians 

from countries o f  the sub-region t o  broaden t h e i r  knowledge and 

professional experience so  tha t  they may render a great  

service t o  t h e i r  country and the sub-region. 

A r t i c l e  I 1  

The ICRISAJ West African Sub-Regional Progranime based i n  Nigeria 

shall engage i n  the following a c t i v i t i e s :  

( a )  Assisting Governments and countries of the sub-region i n  

improving programmes t o  introduce, evaluate, and u t i 1  ize 

improved cu l t ivars  of  sorghum and mi l le t ,  f o r  use i n  the 

farming systems of the sub-region; 

( b )  Providing t o  Governments and countries of the sub-region 

ready access t o  i t s  genetic resources, seeds, se le t ion  

l ines  and  other genetic materials;  

( c )  Providing opportunities for  t ra ining a t  ICRISAT and 

elsewhere for  selected s c i e n t i s t s  and technicians; 
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(d )  Organizing periodic workshops, scientific conferences, 

forum and seminars; 

(e) Publishing and disseminating research results; 

(f) Undertaking such other activities as may be found necessary 

to the furtherance of the aforesaid objectives, and a s  may 

be agreed upon by the Contracting Parties. 

Article 111 

To accomplish the aforesaid objectives and activities within the 

limits of its funds, personnel and other resources, ICRISAT shall: 

(a) Assign scientific and other senior staff recruited on an 
international basis without discrimination as to 

nationality, origin or any consideration other than 

scientific and professional merit and performance; 

(b) Establish terms and conditions for employment of its 

locally recruited scientists, technicians, and clerical, 

administrative and operative support personnel that 

conform to the accepted norms o f  tne host country with 

such niodificat ons as may be necessary to assure availabi 1 i ty 

of well-qualif ed staff and a high quality o f  performance; 

(c) Cooperate at all times with the appropriate authorkies 

of the Government to facilitate the proper administration 

of justice, secure the observance of police regulations, 

and prevent the occurrence of any abuse in connection with 

the privileges, immunities and taci lities mentioned in 

Article I V .  
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Article 1 V  

For the effective conduct of the programmes envisaged and full 

realization of benefits to countries of the sub- region the Government 

shall : 

(a) Guarantee the international status of ICRISAT in accordance 

with the United Nations (Privileges and Immunities) 

Convention. For the purpose of interpretation, the word 

ICRISAT shall be substituted for "United Nations Organization" 

or "0 rga n i z a t i on " ; 

( b )  Not impose any restriction on the exchange and transport 

of seeds and other genetic material within and outside the 

country, with the exception of appropriate quarantine checks 

t o  prevent the import and export of aiseases and pests; 

(c) Allow all necessary movement of ICRISAT staff and 

consultants and trainses in and out of Nigeria as often 

as may be necessary, without prior permission of the 

Government tor such travel ; 

(6) Protect the interests and ensure the safety of ICRISAT 

international staff i n  accordance with the united Nations 

(Privileges and Imnunities) Convention. 

of interpretation, the words ICRISAT and ICRISAT Director 

General shall be substituted for the "United Nations 

0 rg a n i z a t i on 'I and 'I S ec ret a ry -Gene ra 1 'I res pec t i ve 1 y ; 

For the purpose 

(e) Allow currently used and new personal effects of ICRISAT's 

internationally-rectuited staff and their families to be 
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e 

a 

imported free of duties and taxes on each assignment t o  

Nigeria and a t  two years  in te rva ls  thereaf ter  as  needed f o r  

resupply of household goods and equipment. 

however tha t  such household goods shal l  n o t  be sold i n  

Nigeria without the approval of the Government; 

I t  is understood 

( f )  Allow the importation, f r e e  o f  duties  and taxes, o f  one 

new personal vehicle per family f o r  each expatr ia te  ICRISAT 

s t a f f  member i n i t i a l l y  on each assignment t o  Nigeria and 

thereaf te r  every three  years d u r i n g  a period of continuous 

service i n  Nigeria of any internat ional ly  recruited ICRISAT 

s t a f f  member. Sale o r  disposal of such personal vehicle 

shal l  be i n  accordance w i t h  the laws and regulations i n  

force i n  Nigeria; 

(9) Ensure the rapid issuance o f  permits f o r  the required 

residence and f r e e  movement w i t h i n  and outside Nigeria 

f o r  ICRISAT's internat ional  ly-recrui ted s t a f f  members 

and t h e i r  families;  

( h )  Provide su i tab le  types and amounts of land and i r r iga t ion  

water rights, access t o  e l e c t r i c  power and other required 

services and inf ras t ruc ture  as needed a t  established 

Government research locations and other such locations as 

may be agreed upon between the I n s t i t u t e  for  Agricultural 

Research, Nigeria, and lCRISAT t o r  the development o f  

research f i e l d  s i t e s  and construction of of f ice ,  laboratory, 

s u p p o r t  buildings and housing f a c i l i t i e s  that  are  required 

f o r  the research centre  and off-centre t e s t  s i t e s  as 

specified in the work and funding agreements f o r  t h i s  
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research project,  and for  this purpose authorise the 

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Agricultural Research t o  enter  i n t o  an 

agreement w i t h  ICRISAT. 

Ar t ic le  V 

( a )  T h i s  Agreement sha l l  enter i n t o  force on the date o f  the 

l a s t  signature and shall  remain i n  force for as long as  the 

Contracting Par t ies  mutually desire .  

( b )  I f  e i t h e r  Party wishes t o  terminate this Agreement i t  shal l  

. give six months' writ ten notice o f  i t s  wish t o  do so t o  the 

other Party and the Agreement shall  stand terminated on the 

exp'ration of t h a t  period o f  notice.  

( c )  O n  the termination o f  this Agreement as provided herein any 

land or fixed capi ta l  asse ts  thereon s i tuated within the 

t e r r i t o r y  o f  the Federal Republic of Nigeria s h a l l  rever t  t o  

the tiovernment. The manner o f  disposal o f  a l l  movable 

a s s e t s ,  including equipment belonging t o  ICRISAT, shall  

be determined by i t s  Governing Board whose decision i n  

this regard shal l  n o t  contravene any relevant law, rules 

and regulations in Nigeria. 

Ar t ic le  VI 

a I 

Any amendment t o  or  revision of t h i s  Agreement shall  be made in 

writing a n d  shal l  come in to  torce a t t e r  approval by b o t h  

Contracting Part ies .  
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A r t i c l e  V I 1  

Any d i s p u t e s  o r  a i t f e r e n c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be r e s o l v e d  by means, 

i n c l u d i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  t o  be m u t u a l l y  agreed by t h e  P a r t i e s .  

I f  any such d i s p u t e s  o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  cannot be r e s o l v e d  by such 

means then t h e  Agreement s h a l l  s tand  te rm ina ted  s i x  months 

a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  d a t e  o f  e f f o r t s  made t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  d i s p u t e s  o r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  V(c) h e r e o f  s h a l l  

I n  w i tness  whereof t h e  a u t o r i s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t  

P a r t i e s ,  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  by t h e i r  tiovernment 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  have s i q e d  t h i s  agreement. 

ves o f  t h e  

and Govern 

C o n t r a c t i n g  

ng Body 

Lagos Fifteenth 
Done a t  ................... t h i s  .............. day o f  
sept embe r 87 ......................... 19 ....... i n  two o r i g i n a l s  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h  language. 

For  t h e  Federal  N i l i t a r y  
tiovernment o f  t h e  Federa l  
Republ ic  o f  N i g e r i a .  

For t h e  I n t e r n a t i w C r o p s  
Kesearch I n s t i t u t e  t o r  t h e  ,-- 


