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shTwna, .
AL IO LEREYOFELER TR, AETE G TAL 7% X 1)
EVWSZODHERICL ST FEHOEMY)] OMELEZEL LI LV OIERPERTFTIN TN D,
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History of Religious, Economic and Cultural Competition
over Kamis’ Gathering

Takeshi Kimura

Introduction

There are several places of tourist destination in Japan which are closely
connected with the mythic narratives of Kojiki and Nihonshoki. For example, Takachiho
in Kyushu is said to be as a possible location of Ten’son Korin (descent of celestial
grandson). This place is also known as the place of mythic performance that includes a
scene hat Amaterasu hid herself in the cave after Susanoo humiliated her by doing
mischievous acts. Takachiho kagura belongs to the line of the Izumo Kagura. It goes
without saying that the area of [zumo is also known to many Japanese as the land of myth,
not only because several important mythical events took place in Izumo in Kojiki, but also
because Izumo is known as the destination of Kamis’ gathering from around the nation in
the lunar calendar of tenth month of Kan'nazuki (the month of kamis’ absence).

Even today, you may find a newspaper advertisement for a group tour to the Izumo
planned by a tourist company. One of the most well-known shrines in this area is the
Izumo Taisha, which is nowadays referred to as the shrine of love. Yet, those who have
read Kojiki or Nihonshoki may point out that several important mythological episodes
occur in the Izumo area. In this sense, the Izumo is the mythological space. Yet, a quick
glance of the history of the Kamiari-festival makes us wonder how far we can go back in
history to find the solid relationship between the kamiari-festival and the Izumo shrine.

We will try to sort out it in this paper.

1. Ritual Forms of the Kamiari-ceremony today

Today, the kamiari-festival is performed at several shrines in the Izumo region. "I
will refer to two shrines here: the Izumo Taisha Shrine and the Sata Shrine. At the Izumo
shrine, since the Kamiari-festival is scheduled from October 10 to 17 according to the old
lunar and solar calendar, the date of this festival varies from one year to another.
Sometimes, it is held in late October. Sometimes, it is held in late November. At the
Sata Shrine, the Kamiari-festival used to be held twice a year, one around the summer and
another around the winter. Here, I will write a brief report of the first part of the
Kamiari-festival, that 1s, Kami-mukae festival held at the Izumo Taisha shrine, and the

last part of the Kamiari-festival, Kami-okuri festival held at the Sata Shrine.
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In the evening of the first day, from seven o’clock, the priests holds the welcoming
ceremony, Kami-mukae-sai (##314%) on the Inasa (fi#E) beach, which is the stage for the
surrender of the land by Okuninushi to Takemikazuchi (E7# Y ) in the Kojiki. Today, the
staffed sea snake is already prepared for this ceremony, though in the old days, this
ceremony was held when the fisherman caught the sea snake or after one was washed up
on the beach. After the ceremony on the beach is over, the priests walk over to the Jzumo
Shrine, followed by a number of the people (among them, I saw several people carrying the
wooden statue of the Daikoku [ 2]), only to stop at the resting location (Otabisho) on the
way. At the Kagura-den (the Dance Hall), the Kamiari-festival is performed before the
crowd, people who have journeyed from various parts of Japan. The next morning, the
Kamiari-festival is held at the shrine. It lasts one hour or so. During the period from
October 10 to 17, two more Kamiari-festival are performed. At the end of the period, the
sending-off-gods ceremony (Karasade- sai, 1% & H %) is performed.

At the Sata shrine, the Kami-ari-sai is performed twice a year, in May and in
November according to the solar calendar, but, according to the lunar/solar calendar in the
old days. Today, the fall Kami-ari-sai is performed from November 20th to 25th, though
used to be performed from 11th to 25th before the Meiji era. This period is known to as
“Oimisan (B E4 & A)”, since the space of the shrine is especially sacralized, where the
people including the priest himself are forbidden to enter, and during the period of the
Kami-ari-sai, no sound and no dance is strictly prohibited.

What is interesting is that in the case of the Sata shrine, the people who attend
the Kami-ari-sai annually are mostly local residents of the area. In the case of the Izumo
Shrine, the local residents rarely go, but people from various parts of Japan come all the
way to visit the Izumo Shrine occasionally.

The local priest of the Yamaguchi branch of the Izumo shrine told me that
members of the Izumo Taisha Kyo would not attend this ritual, though there attended
some representatives of each local branch at the Kamiari-sai ' following the
Kami-mukae-sai. His comment reflects that among more than seventy rituals performed
by the Izumo shrine today, the Kami-ari-sai is not regarded as a religiously very important
ceremony, but one of the minor ones today. Nevertheless, the Jzumo shrine today claims
that the emblem of the Izumo shrine is similar to the mark on the tail of the sea snake
which used to be washed upon the beach or caught by a fisherman to be taken either to the
Sata shrine or the Izumo shrine as the beginning of the Kamiarisai, implying that the
Izumo shrine has a close and prestigious connection to the Kamiari-sai.  Therefore, the

Kan’nazuki and kami-ari-festival is more likely for non-member of the Izumo Taisha
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religion, that means, for the people from the other areas of Japan like me.

2. Historical Relationship of the Kokuso-family to the Kamiari-festival

The Kokuso ([Ei&) Family has long been the priestly family of the Izumo shrine.
This family claims that they are the descendent of the Ameno-hohiho-no-mikoto (K ff H ),
the second son of the Amaterasu, who was sent to the Izumo to pacify the local deities, but
instead, was befriended by Okuni-nushi. This claim of direct descendency from Amaterasu
was only recognized by the aristocratic families of the capital in the twelfth century.

Furthermore, in terms of the relationship between the location of the Kokuso
families’ residence and the shrine where they performed the rituals, there was a change
after the Nara period. As Ishizuka points out, at the end of the Nara period, the Kokuso
family offered the ritual service at the Kumano Shrine (§847) which is located farther east
today, not at the Kizuki shrine, which was located farther west and rather treated as a
minor one, as in the case of the “Izumono-kuni-no Miyatsuko Kanyogoto (M2 [EH & #E
Z1).”1 The ancestors of this Kokuso family used to dwell in the Ou area, the southern area
of the Matsue city today, though the building of the Kizuki shrine itself was built in the
same location. The medieval location of the Kokuso families 1s now regarded around the
Kamosu (##38) shrine, and the building of this shrine was thought to be originally part of
the Kokuso residential house. The close ties of the Kokuso family to this shrine and the
Kumano shrine is seen in the ceremony performed here on the occasion of the succession
ritual by the new head priest of the Senge family.

The texts prepared by the Kokuso family, concerning the Kamiari-sai or the
Kan’azuki, shows the ambiguocus attitude toward this ceremony by the Izumo Shrine.
According to the texts made in the Izumo region, there is a reference to the Kamiarisai at
the Izumo shrine in 1353, but it was not performed by the Izumo Kokuso priests. The
priest of the Hino-misaki (H 4 #%)shrine claims that it was one of their “traditional duties”
at the Kizuki shrine in the tenth month. Only much later in 1584, the document states
that the Senge priest attended the ritual performed in the tenth month.

At this point, it is important to remember that, because of a family quarrel, the
Kokuso family has been divided into two families, the Senge (F%) and the Kitajima (it &)
since 1576. The Senge is in charge of the rituals of the odd numbers of the months while
the Kitagajima in charge of those of the even numbers. Therefore, it is not strange to find

any reference to the Kamiari-sal in the texts prepared by the Kitajima family. The

! Ishizuka, op. cit., p. 51.



annual planning of ’the ceremonies at the Izumo Taisha in 1679, however, says that from
the eleventh to seventeenth day, the Kokuéo Kitajima retreats in the Shukuosha (5 FE<)
for purification and Perforrﬁs the xcere‘mony on the seventeenth.? There is no reference to
the name of Kamiari-sai.

All these historical information concerning the relationship between the priest
family of kthe Izumo shrine to the ritual of the tenth month requires to the study of the

historical development of the kamiari-festival in the Izumo.

3. The Kan’nazuki and Kamis’s gathering in History
In this section, I will examine the history of kan'nazuki and kamis’ gathering in
history. We tend to imagine that the Shinto ceremony has been practiced since the

ancient time, but it is required for us to examine the history of any religious practice.

3-1. Manyoshu

The first question to ask is when the name of Kan’na-zuki appeared in history. In
the eighth book of Man’yo-shu (7 ¥ %), there is a poem by O-tomono-sukune-ikenushi (X
£ 75 # £ ), that says, “kamunazuki shigureniaheru momichibano hukabachirinamu
kazenomanimani (+ A L<Hhizdh~% FHEO RpE#HY 2T RO EIZE).” The
author was killed in 7567 during a revolt, that means, that as early as in- the mid eighth
century, this term Kaminazuki was known at least to those in the educated class. In
Kokin-wakashu, there is the poem by Kino-Tsurayuki ({2 &~ . 8687-945?), which mentions
the name of Kamina-zuki. “kimigasasu mikasanoyamano momidibanoiro kaminatuki
sigurenoameno somerunarikeri” (EHNE T HZMHIOLO L HBEOWS
LSHORD ZH272000).

From the early usages of the term of Kamina-zuki, it is known that this name was
used as a poetical form for the name of the tenth month, and yet there is no mention of the
reason behind the name, Kan'na-zuki, referring to the absence of the kamis who went to

Izumo.

3-2. The twelfth century
When did the association of the Kan’na-zuki to the kamis’ visitation to the Izumo
appear in history? As far as the written documents are concerned, it 1s 1n Ougishou (B £

#) compiled by Fujiwara no Kiyosuke (Bi5#, 1104-1177) that the tenth month is

2 “Izumo Taisha Nenchu Gyoji, [ ZE K#HERTE | 7 [l 4% LR HEKRTI V. 37,
1991, p. 315.
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called Kaminashi-zuki because all kamis go to the Izumo no kuni and are absent from their
home territories. The same- view is found in the Waka-dou-moushou (Fi ik #E Z#)
compiled by Fujiwara no Norikane (EF#i3f. 1107-1165). By these documents, it is
known that by the end of the twelfth century, the same reasoning for the name of the tenth
month was relatively accepted at least among the educated. A century later, it was
recognized that the same tenth month was called by the different name in the Izumo region.
In the Yakumo mi shou ( [/\ZEH ¥ ] ) compiled by Juntoku-in (JEFEPE) in 1242, the
Kaminazuki is called Chinsai-getsu ( [#42 H J ) in the region of Izumo.3

However, these documents don't state clearly where or at which shrine the kamis
would gather at Izumo. It i1s also important to add that the Izumo Shrine was called the
Kizuki-taisha (#F#K#%L). not the IzumoTaisha back then. The name of the Izumo Taisha
appeared in the historical text in 1062,* but this name was rarely used. Occasionally, it
was called the Izumo no miya (HZE D E) | for example, in the poem by Sutokuin ()
found in the collection of Senzai-waka-shu (F#FoHKIE, 1187) compiled by Fujiwara no
Shunze (FERREMEM, 1114-1204)

Last year’s archaeological discovery of the bound three big trees of the
Shin-no-mihasira (E @ 4E), each being wider than one-meter diameter, used as the
support of the shrine building, suggests that in the ancient and medieval days, the Kizuki
shrine was as tall as forty eight meters, taller than the Todaiji (38 KX3F) in Nara (FR).
This discovery might offer the solid evidence for the height of the Kizuki shrine alluded to
in the section of the Kuniyuzuri or the Surrender of the Land in Kojiki. The well known
section of the Kojiki of the Kuniyuzuri states that the Okuninushi requested that a tall
and huge building would be built for him to retire to the Other World in return to
surrender the land to Amaterasu.

There i1s also one text which is often referred to when the height of the Kizuki
Taisha is discussed. Itis the textbook called the Kuchizusami ([ 5 J) of 970, which was
used for children of the upper class to learn the common knowledge of the day. On one
section of the large building is written, “Unta Wani Kyosan (ZE X F1 — 5 =),” meaning that
Un is the Izumo, Wa is the Yamato and Kyo is the Kyoto, and that ta is number one, ni is
number two, and san is number three. Furthermore, the historical documents mention
that again and again the shrine building of the Kizuki fell down and needed to be rebuilt.
It fell down even when there was no wind. Yet, further interdisciplinary studies of the

possible height of this shrine have to be done before any more reliable statements can be

3 Taisha Cho Shi, [ K#tuTs] p. 214.
1 Taisha Cho Shi, [ R4L#Ts] p. 135.
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made.

Then, the next question to ask is which shrine appeared in relationship to the
kamis” visitation to the Iz.umo area during the month of Kaminashi-zuki? Though the
recent studies on this issue often employ the perspective that sees the difference between
the texts written by people other than the priests of the shrines and those written by the
priests who performed the rituals at the shrines,5 I cannot detail the differences so much

today due to the limits of time.

3-3. The sixteenth century

According to the Shirinn saiyou shou (Fi# I IEIL) of the fourteenth century, the
Sata Shrine is where the kamis gather in the month of Kaminashi-zuki.¢ The name of
the Kizuki Taisha as the location of the kamis gathering appeared much later in the
Shigakushu (F % %) of 1444. In the same document, the word of Kami-ari-zuki appears
for first time in the textual history.

Why was the Sata shrine chosen as the location of the kamis visitation and
gathering in the Izumo region? The Sata shrine or the Satamikosha (XM F4L) is
locally important since the time of Izumo Fudoki ((HZEM +3:2). In the section of the
Shimane county, an article details the origin of the Kaga no gou (J17% @ #) and
Kagano-kamuzaki (& O##lE) as the location of the birth of Sada-no-Ohokami (& K K
##1). The importance of the Sata shrine was also recognized in the capital area since it
was listed as the first shrine of the Akisika county in the Engi-shiki of the 967.7

In the Izumo Fudoki, there was only one deity at the Sata Shrine, but in 1439,
there were three shrine buildings, Chusei-den("1 4 &), Hoku-den (L), and Nan-den (f3

), which the present form of the Sata shrine retains this structure.8 It is not possible to

5 Tor example, “Izumo Taisha no Saireil Gyojii Kamiarisai, Koden-Shinjosai, Ryodensai,”
MHEXREOKLATEMNES - TEIES - WA BAR R 30k ' v & — AR WF 9 R
& 6(1999).
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MR S S a2 IR TR AR & 2 A {Aj\U)?‘q] THEA ERRAITIHERP e =4 %
HEEES e A) MBEKKEIEZE BRI CE ) (K510 BAREOM <M

M OmIEELEDBEL ’A&§§1XHZ<$L OOQﬁ} BEFRELOHEE B B o0 b 2 2 K C
DN CTHEETIRERBRMPZ b RHOMIE TEESITLEH D 2 ~FZHEWOHFICT
TTE ) BT 2 3 A8 4 o dn < p 3 32 iy,

“In this case, the Sata is written as & [Z.

8 This shrine buildings are also categorized as the Taisha zukuri (K#:1& 9 ) as the [zumo
Taisha is. There is another shrine which has the same form of architecture, that is, the

Kamosu (##3f) shrine in the Izumo region today.
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know what exactly happened to the Sata shrine between the time of the Tzumo Fudolxl and
the fifteenth century " But Ishizuka suspects that the priests from the Kiit Kumano ({28t
fE H) were very active in thls area and involved in reforming the Sata shrine.® Accordmg
to the origin story of the Sata shrme (e KK AEZAL) of 1495, it is Amaterasu who was born
in the Kaga's cave where, in Izumo Fudoki, the Sata deity was born.'9 the Sata shrines
enshrine Izanagi, Tzanami, and Amaterasu. lzanagi and Izanami are the main kamis
enshrined at the Sata.

For a little while, I would like to focus on the related history of this shrine.
According to the local text, in 1580, Koumoto Daihachi (il A&k /\) wrote in his
Unyo-gun-jikki (Z % ) the Sata is the location of the tomb of the Izanami. Since
the Izanami passed away in October, and since she is the Mother of all deities, all deities
gather on thé beach of the Sata. In this month, everybody cleans the house and refrain
from doing (#F 7). At the same time, the envoy from the underocean palace visits in the
form of the sea snake. In 1678, the Buddhist monk Eku, talking about the Kamiari-sai at
the Sata shrine, wrote a very similar description in his Tsurezuregusa Sankou ( [fE K &
1), ‘Here, he mentions alsc the name of the Hino-misaki shrine, where the sea snake
was also washed off, and brought into the shrine.

According to this reasoning, two separate explanations were combound: the tenth
month was the Kaminashizuki because the Izanami passed away in this month, and the
sea snake, regarded as the envoy from the under-ocean, was washed up or caught annually
in this month. The above reasoning takes the incident of the death of Izanami rather
positively and identifies its location with the area and location of the Sata shrine as the
proof of its prominent status.

Though the above-mentioned texts referred to the Sata shrine as the location of
kamis’ visitation, the notion that Izanami passed away in the tenth month appeared in the
early sixteenth century. There are several texts, which mention the Izanami’s death in '
the tenth month as the primary reason for the kamis to gather in the Izumo region.?!

In the early sixteenth century, the Sata shrine began to be seen as the head shrine
of the Izanagi and Izanami by the Yoshida Shinto. Therefore, it is possible to suspect that

there was some influence of the Yoshida’s view upon the new interpretation of the location

9 Ishizuka, Takatoshi, Jzumokoku Jinjashi no Kenkyu, B, [ HY 2 Eph et o O BF3E ]
i% MEIE. p. 465.
“Sata Daimyoujin Engi (f2 e K BAmp )", [HERHR Mkl HE- A7 - Rk p. 82,
U PIEH MRS ). Gunsho Ruiju, [EF B IHE 16 %, 1993, p. 537. (MM E ). ZokuGunsho
Ruiju, [FeeEsmacl =5 7T. p. 730.
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and significance of the Sata Shrine. I cannot give documentation now, but there seems to
have been some influences of the Urabe Shinto’s theology upon the development of the
Izumo’s specific theology of Okuninushi throughout the Edo era.

As to the deity enshrined at the Izumo shrine, today, it is clearly stated that it is
Okuninushi-no-mikoto enshrined at the Izumo Taisha. Yet, historically speaking, the
identity of the kami enshrined at the Kizuki shrine was a source of discussion, and quite
often the name of Susano-o was mentioned as the one enshrined there throughout the
medieval period. In the ancient days, it was Onamuchi who was enshrined there.

After the fifteenth century, there were many references to the Izumo shrine as the
location of the kamis’ visitation. Yet, even in the seventeenth century, the Kizuki Taisha
itself didn’t recognize the mid-October rituals as the Kamiari-sai. It is in the
“Saiten-shiki Tairyaku ( [43885 K& | )” of 1874 that a reference was made to the name of
Kamiari-sai’2?  Therefore, Ishizuka’s suggestion might be reasonable. Ishizuka argues
that due to the economic difficulty of the Izumo shrine since the late seventeenth century,
the shrine found it necessary to pursue different means to support itself. Though there is
no documentation, the minor priests or Oshi (##lffi) began to travel afar to disseminate the
name of the Izumo shrine, most probably, they took an advantage that the on-yomi (& 5t #)
of Okuninushi was identical to Daikoku (KX £). On the other hand, there was the name of

Kumano gods that Oshis disseminated to attract people’s attention to the Izumo, too.

4. The Possible Influence of Urabe Shinto upon the shrines in the Izumo region

As the textual history shows, there were direct and indirect influences of the
Urabe Shinto’s view or theology upon the formations of religious notions of the
Kaminashi-zuki. Yet, as the Sata Taisha Engi shows, the strong amalgamation of the
Shinto and Buddhism also had an influence in the Izumo region. Occasionally, the Lotus
sutra was recited in the Izumo Shrine. What the Urabe Shinto’s theology attempted is to
overturn the relationship between the Buddhism and the Shinto, by clainﬁng the Shinto
deity as the original one and the Buddhist Buddhas as the secondary and phenomenal.

Here I want to draw an attention to the Yuiitsu Shinto Myoho Yoshu (M — #1388 4 ¥
224E), which was written by Yoshida Kanetomo (%5 i 3£{8 . 1435-1511). Though Stuart D.

B. Picken writes that “He (Yoshida Kanetomo) argued powerfully for the uniqueness and

12 “Saiten-shiki Tairyaku ( T& MKk )7, [HEER  fim HEXRED v, 37, 1991, p.
315



independence of his thought from any form of Buddhist influence,”? it is clear at the same
time that he developed his Shinto thought in relationship to the medieval Buddhist
ideology. To the question of whether originally the Shinto contains the dual significances
of Ken-Mitsu (JH#), he answers positively, by saying that in the second book of the Kamiyo
(#1%) of the Nihonshoki (H AEZ) the imperial descendents would reign over the visible
world or Arahani no kotoha (Z83), but Ohoanamuchi would retire to reign over the
invisible and other world or Kakuretarukoto (442).1¢ This published text is supposed to
be written by Yoshida Kanetomo himself, therefore in the mid-fifteenth century and early
sixteenth century, there was a clear view that Ohonamuchi or Okuninushi was to reign
over the invisible and other world. This view seems to have been formed to defend the
Shinto theology as equal to the Buddhist Kenmitsu (2%5) ideology.

If we follow the arguments of the Yoshida theology, it is clear that the Yoshida
Shinto probably relied upon the content of the Nihonshogi, not upon the Kojiki, when it
comes to the issue of death of Izanami, since Yoshida Kanetomo employs the term of In-Yo
ni shin (J&M5 —#8), that is, In-shin is Izanami, and Yo-shin is Izanagi. In Nihonshoki,
Izanagi as In-shin would not die unlike the case that she dies in the Kojiki.

In the Edo era, the feudal government promoted the Yoshida Shinto’ status.
Probably, due to the Yoshida’s theological influence, around the mid-seventeenth century,
the Senge priest stated in his New Year prayer that the Okuninushi of the Izumo shrine
was said to reign over the other world. This Izumo theology of Okuninushi developed
farther either independently or in conjunction with the development of Kokugaku (&%),
especially in “Shin no Mihashira (B @ 4£)” of Hirata Atsutane (FHEJiL).  In the Meiji
era, when Senge Takatomi initiated dispute among the Shintoist over whether Okuninushi
should be added to the enshrinement of Ameno-minaka-nushi, Takami-musubi, and
Kami-musub, most local Shinto priests supported Senge’s view.15 Yet, his view was
overturned by the name of the imperial order. When the Senge Takatomi insisted that the
Shinto priest should continue to practice the funeral, his stance was the inheritance of the
Urabe Shinto’s funeral practice. The modern construction of the Shinto tradition

suppressed and ignored this side of the Shinto view, in a sense, put into oblivion the whole

13G§tuart D. B. Picken, Essentials of Shinto: An Analytical Guide to Principal Teachings
(Westport: Greenwood Press, 1994), p. 304.

14 Yoshida, Kanetomo, % M3E/2. ”Yuiitsu Shinto Myoho Yoshu”, Mt —#hiE % 52 4E ],
Shinto Taikei, Ronsetsuhen, Urabe Shinto (jo), T#iB % Wt HME#E (L)J p.76.
15For example, Senge, Takatomi, THEMR . Tzumo Okami, [HERII Kt R T
1913.
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development of the Shinto thought since the ancient time to the end of the Edo period.

Conclusion

Religions have histories. The Kamiari festival has also its own history. The
fact that religions have histories does mot mean that the religious practice should not
claim any authentic relationship to the ancient form of ritual practice. Yet, it 1is
necessary to consider historical transformation brought out by social agencies. In the
case of the history of kamiari-festival, our studies show that there have been. religious,
economic and cultural competitions among the Kizuki Taisha, Sata Shrine and Hinomisaki
shrine in the Izumo area over kamiari-festival. As far as the historical documents are
concerned, the priests at the Kizuki shrine didn’t necessarily acknowledge a ritual of the
tenth month as the Kami-ari-sai until quite recent, while at the Sata shrine, the priests.
recognized a ritual of the tenth month as the Kami-ari-sai quite early. In this sense, it is
possible to argue that the Kami-ari-sai originally as the ritual practice at the Sata Shrine.

Though T need to do a little more historical research, in the case of the Izumo
shrine, it seems that the Izumo shrine popularized the Kamiari-sai to draw a crowd of
people quite recently. At the same time, we can recognize the social role played by oshi
who utilized the legend of the capital as the useful alluring story to attract people, and
disseminated the Izumo as the place of kamis’ gathering. Yet, considering the reasons
why the people visit the Izumo Taisha during the time of the Kami-ari-zuki, the popularity
of the Izumo Taisha probably depended upon the dissemination of the notion that the
kamis gather in the Izumo region to discuss the people’s worldly affairs, not to mourn the
death of Izanami as in the case of the Sata. Furthermore, people are rarely aware or pay
least attention to that Okuninushi at the Izumo Taisha is the kami who reigns over the
other world, the life after the death. This means that the Izumo shrine does not intend to
emphasize the theological aspect in relation to popularizing the relationship of the
Kamiarizuki to the Izumo Taisha.

Yet, as to the religious imagination, the image of the kamis’ gathering to mourn
the death of the Izanami, Mother of All Kamis, is very powerfull, as in the case of the Sata
Shrine. It is a religiously imaginative memory of the primordial death of the Mother
God. Izanami, one of the most important Amatsukami (R-2#), is buried in the land of
the Izumo, whose mythic event was materialized in the specific location of the land.
Whatever the theological reason is used, the Izumo is the interesting space and location

evoking a mythological imagination in the mind of the visitors.
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