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Introduction

Plant growth and productivity are strongly affected by limited water availability in drought prone environments. The current
climate change scenario, characterized by long periods without precipitations followed by short but intense rainfall, force plants
to implement different strategies to cope with drought stress.

Objective
Understanding how plants use water during these period of limited water availability, and which are the molecular mechanisms
at the basis, is of primary importance to identify and select the best adapted genotypes to a certain environment.
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Figure 2: (i) Fraction of transpirable soil water (FTSW) dynamics recorded during the dry-down experiment; (ii) daily trend of air temperature, air VPD (B, a,e,i), Pn (b, f, . - . .
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(triangles) under well-watered (WW, blue) and water-stressed (WS, red) conditions; (iii) gene expression dynamics of SbCA (a), SONADP-ME (b), SbK+O (c), SboDHN(d), analysis
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