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The exposure to bio physical and socio-economic impacts of 
climate change are largely affecting the coastal community, 
owing to the very nature of their high dependency on marine 
resources makes the community more vulnerable. However, the 
poor understanding of the range of possible impacts of climate 
change by the community is a limiting factor to take up 
adaptation and mitigation options and to make the community 
more resilient. Hence, this study is to assess the level of 
awareness of the community on different features of climate "ceived: 15/10/2016 

change in the two selected vulnerable coastal villages of Aaeptea:10/12/2016 
Ernakulam district, namely Ochanthuruth and NjaraM, using 
comprehensive interview schedule, was administered across 
300 households. Perception analysis and Carett ranking were 
employed to evaluate the scenario. The results revealed that 97 
percent of the sample opined that the temperature is the most 
significant visible feature of climate change. Substantial 
reduction in income with a score of 94.44 and reduction in fish 
catch witha score of 73.04 were found to be the major problems 
perceived by respondents in relation to climate change. Keyword% 
However, their awareness on climate change seems to be very *ange.Vu'nerabilim 

shallow as they could not properly delineate their climate Fishers, Awareness, Perception 

change problems from others. 

Introduction 

Climate change has the potential to 
affect all natural systems thereby becoming 
a threat to social, political, and economic 
development of the larger populace and 
their survival (Blessing eta!,, 2011). Climate 
change has to be understood as an ongoing 
process, which is not always visible as it is 
covered under a spate of other concerns. 

Indeed, it is not a new problem in the 
fisheries sector, andthe fisherfolkhavebeen 
experiencing its impacts even before the 
term "Climate change" gained popularity. 
Interestingly, many problems and issues in 
the fisheries sector could possibly be linked 
with climate change. However, the inter 
linkages does not define the plight clearly 
due to the complex overlying, which is hard 
to separate. 
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