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Examines women’s experience of Being in a system of birth as
constructed, portrayed and sustained in the stories being shared.

According to ‘Jean’ rather than
being a natural occurrence the
advent of technology has made
birth a ‘technological feat’. Jean’s
language suggests that today to
‘succeed’ in birth women must
yield to and exploit the
technology surrounding it.

“I just felt like one of those
processes...your job was to
produce this baby...it was
about getting the baby out”
(Jean).

“Motherhood, once taken-for-granted and
relatively unreflective, has become imbued with
the meanings of risk, danger, responsibility and
constant reflexivity upon how well one care’s for
one’s children. Mothers are expected to seek out
information about the risks to which their
children might be exposed and to take steps to
minimise those risks. They are now held
accountable for many of the ills and misfortunes
which affect children that were once considered
bad luck or the result of fate” (Lupton, 2011).

What would be your ideal birth?

“It’s a reasonably peaceful time, but realistically, it probably won’t
be. And then, you know, we’d go to hospital. We wouldn’t be turned

away ....we would’ve gone at the right time, because you hear a lot
of stories about women going at the wrong time and being turned
Y. and all that sort of thing. We'd go at the right time. And yea
vould be available for one anc SE |
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