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ABSTRACT: nih’s fogarty international  
Center has provided grants for the development of 
training programs in international research ethics for 
low- and middle-income (LMIC) professionals since 
2000. Drawing on 12 years of research ethics training 
experience, a group of Fogarty grantees, trainees, and 
other ethics experts sought to map the current capacity 
and need for research ethics in LMICs, analyze the les-
sons learned about teaching bioethics, and chart a way 
forward for research ethics training in a rapidly chang-
ing health research landscape. This collection of papers 
is the result.
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Over the last couple of decades, the 
amount of health research conducted in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) has dramati-

cally increased. In response to the corresponding need for 
research ethics expertise, the NIH’s Fogarty International 
Center has provided grants for the development of train-
ing programs in international research ethics for LMIC 
professionals since 2000. Twenty programs have now 
graduated approximately 600 long-term trainees from 74 
LMICs. The participants train others in research ethics, 
lead ethical review of research protocols, develop ethical 
guidance for research, and contribute to national and 
international debates on issues in research ethics. 

Drawing on 12 years of research ethics training experi-
ence, a group of Fogarty grantees, trainees, and other 
ethics experts sought to map the current capacity and 
need for research ethics in LMICs, analyze the lessons 
learned about teaching bioethics, and chart a way forward 
for research ethics training in a rapidly changing health 
research landscape. This collection of papers—published 
in two special issues of JERHRE—is the result (Box 1). 
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Box 1. The Fogarty International Center Research Ethics 
Education Collection.
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In the present issue:

•	 Strosberg et al. describe a framework for identifying 
the policy and program gaps in research ethics sys-
tems, drawing on their work with trainees in the 
post-Soviet countries of Eastern Europe. 

•	 Matar et al. survey the curricula content, trainee and 
faculty characteristics, and special challenges faced 
in designing culturally sensitive and contextually 
relevant research ethics education programs. 

•	 Ndebele et al. describe the research ethics capacity 
built in Sub-Saharan Africa in the context of the 
challenges faced by the continent. 

•	 Ali et al. present a tool developed to evaluate the 
impact of ethics training on African grantees that 
can readily be adapted to other contexts. 

•	 Pratt et al. present a qualitative analysis of interviews 
describing the impact of research ethics education 

and the challenges Asian trainees face incorporating 
research ethics into institutional practice. 

•	 A second paper by Pratt et al. examines the research 
ethics literature from Bangladesh, China, India, and 
Pakistan, and explores how religious, social, and 
cultural norms affect the interpretation of research 
ethics and the application of international standards 
in these countries. 

•	 Finally, Saenz et al. analyze the achievements and 
challenges faced by training programs in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

These papers represent the emergence of a community 
of practice for international research ethics education. 
They present detailed local knowledge, lessons learned, 
novel tools, and needs analyses, which may inform 
others who work in research and research ethics in 
LMICs. 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed are the authors’ 
own. They do not reflect any position or policy of the 
National Institutes of Health, US Public Health Service, 
or Department of Health and Human Services.
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