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ABSIRÀC]

Thìs siurJy erzlfirirres the lrislony of Lhe Bo:¡s Rel'orrnaLor^y 3r^tlcl<.ìyn Park.

The Reformalory \ryas run by lhe Catholic Chur ch and der'ived iLs funds f,nom

Lhree sour^ces: a State subsìdy paid on the baSiS of- a fixecl sum pen chìld

commjtted, tuncls ralsed fnon^r Lhe local Catholic cornnrunit,y and bequesls and

legacies.

The il^resis incÌudes lloth a n¿nnative account. oí the instituLion and an

anaìysìs of tlre inmaies. Centnal ic Lire ihesis, ìs Liie exarnìnatìon oi Lhe

Refor^mator.y as an institution of social conlr^ol, seekìng to irnpose an ideolor]y oi

respectabilìly upon iLs cìienLs. To estabììsh Lhe angunrenl. the thesis examines

how the negìme openaLed,'une cornposìLion ol the staff and invesiìgates how the

Lroys react-ed Lo being under ccntnol.

Chapter^ One examines the f,ounciing of Lhe Reformalor^y and discusses Lhe

or^1EÌns of the Brother^s oF Saint John the Baptist, arr or'der fourrded ìn South

husiraìia, f,rorn which rhe sLaff were denived. Particular^ attenlì¡n ìs given to

Lhe esplrations of lhe CaLhoìic comrnuniiy anrJ ifìeli^ sense of pìace in South

AusLralian socieLy.
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Chapler^s Two, Three and Fcur deaj wllh the adminisii^aLìon oi -'he

Refonmatory anrl place conslclenable emphasis cli'r the exarnìnetiûn of Lhe b'lvs who

made up lire Reforrnalor-ys pcpulalìon. The exper"iÈr-rco of Lhesu r:hiìclnen w3s a

nanr-ûvi and clojstered one, rn dinecl conl^ast io thelr rìch. ii somev¡hat chaotic

ìlfest¡zle, pnior [o committ,a].

The f,inaì chapLer^ p¡ovjdes a narnatìve accounL of the Refonmatony's

denrise: ìrr Lhe finaì deca,Ces, Lhe Reiormat-or^;r and Lhe r eligicus onder were f,ound

Lo be less and less effecLive. Eventuaììy, boLh cojlapseci, as Lhey wene not

supported wìth lhe rrecessaÍ"y funds. staff and clierrts.
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accepten for 

the avvard of any other degree or· c!ipiornc: \n anv Ler 1�ian,1 

inst.itut ior1. To the best of the autho(s kr:ov,;lerjge. this thesis 

,L,pri1, 1988 



Page v

AçKNAWILD. ST]1ENTS

wìSil 1.0 ih;¡1.. Dr^. lan DaVe¡, iOr I ir-; Sr-tnfir-)l r, '¿7'il r-r-iLiCaì

gu ìdance

iwish also Lo LhanK Pat and.ioirn wi-ro dici Li-re 1-;u¡-rìrr i'l:r'ioI lc¡l |-

of t he Aclelaide CaLholìc At chives, t,he sLaf í cf the Star Le

Aichives of South Aus[r^aì1a anc Sr:san l"laclnl-osh 1'or Iheir^ Lime

and asslstance.

Finaììy, lextend my Eratìtude l-c rìry wjfe Denise, for^ her

dedicated encour agement

-!r\




