
Editor's Note 

The art ic les found  i n  th i s  i ssue of Explorations in Ethnic Studies 

focus on a wide var iety of topics . The f i rst a rt ic le  by E .  San Juan ,  J r. 
cha l lenges Eth n ic Stud ies  scho lars to reassess the pr inc ip les and goals 
of the d isc ip l i ne .  Ut i l i z i ng  the exper ie nce of As ians i n  U. S .  h isto ry, San 
Juan ,  J r. h i g h l i g hts f laws in the p l u ra l ist ic focus of cu l tu re that is  separate 
and apart from the economic  and po l i t ica l  contexts of m ino ri ty/majo rity 
power re lat ionsh ips .  He contends that eth n ic stud ies  scho lars need to 
c r i t ica l ly add ress the p rob lem of power, the knowledge i t  p roduces and 
that leg it i mates the misuse and abuse of such power. 

Theresa Mart inez writes about the use of socia l  theory to exp la in  
gang be havio r  in  our  co m m u n it i es .  S h e  expands o n  stra i n  theory 
developed by Robert M e rton to add ress the gang behav ior  of Ch icano/ 
Lat i no  and  Af r ican A m e rican youth . I n  pa rt i cu l a r  s h e  emphas izes 
patr iarcha l  ideology and powe r lessness ,  and how C h icano/Lat ino youth 
become i nnovative not only to ach ieve economic  success goals ,  but 
a lso because soc iety stresses mascu l i ne  dom i nance . 

The art ic le by M . K. Johnson takes a look at the way rac ist statements 
and the marki ng  of d iffe rence were establ i shed ove r t ime agai nst the 
Japanese in U.S .  soc iety. H is work also exami nes the way ant i -Japanese 
statements we re connected to p re-ex ist i ng  rac ist statements about the 
C h i nese . Equa l ly  important is  the way he  also i l l u m i nates how art ic les 
and photog raphs negot iated th is p re-exist i ng  network of statements . 

I n  focus ing  on the theme of a l i enat i on ,  Calv i n Harris stud ies the 
PanAfrican movement and B lack po l i t ica l  f ict ion f rom the 1920s-50s .  
H e  is  especia l ly i nte rested i n  add ress i ng  the i mpact of the Pan-Af r ican 
movement on this specif ic e ra of Afro-Amer ican h i sto ry. His central focus 
cente rs on  the k ind  of i nte ract ions wh ich  take p lace between the write r 
as po l i t ical  act iv ist  and movement e l i tes and act iv ists . 

F ina l ly, the a rt ic le  by L ise Osvo ld  and Garg i  Roysi rca r  Sodowsky is  
an empir ical study focus i n g  on t h e  eat i n g  att itudes of N at ive Ame rican 

and Af r ican American women ,  and the re lat ionsh i p  of these att i tudes to 
accu lt u rat ion  measu res .  They found  that concerns about body we i g ht 
and  shape were g reater  fo r those women  more accu ltu rated to t he  
dom i nant cu l tu ra l  standards .  Open-ended quest ions e l ic i ted fee l i ngs  
about symbols o f  beauty, physical  se lf and even use  o f  standard Eng l i sh .  
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