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This essay argues that the i n c l u s i o n  of white wom e n ,  Afr ican 
Ame r icans ,  Asian A m e r i c a n s ,  and A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  i nto 

h isto r i o g ra p h y  is  a fa ir ly  rec e n t  d e ve l o p m e n t ;  a n d  t h at t h e  
afo re m e n t i o n ed development,  which did n o t  beg i n  u n t i l  the 

1960s ,  has res u lted in rigorous i nvestigat ion i nto the racial  
thought of Franz U ri Boas,  R o b e rt E z ra P a rk ,  a n d  G u n na r  

Myrdal and a hot debate i n  reference to thei r s ign ificance a n d  

i n f l u e n c e  o n  t o day's s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s. F u rt h e r m o re ,  t h e  
i ntegrat i o n  of Af rican A m e r i c a n  h istory i nto t h e  h istoriog raphy 
of race relations socia l  sc ience has given i mpetus to the move­

ment  towards m a k i n g  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l ec t u a l  h i st o ry m o re 

inc lusive. 

The pu rposes of this essay are twofold :  f i rst, it seeks to art iculate 
the cu rrent scholarly debates centered around the pu rpose of the writ ings 
of F ranz  U r i Boas , Robert Ez ra Park ,  and G u n n ar  Myrda l  and the i r  
c o n t ri b ut i ons  t o  a n  u n d e rsta n d i n g  o f  B l ac k-wh i te re lat i o n s  i n  t h e  
U n i ted States ;  and second ,  i t  exam i nes a n d  ana lyzes t h e  integ rat ion of 
African American h istory i nto the subf ie ld of race re lat ions social science. 
In so do ing ,  I hope to demonstrate that d u ring  the past two decades the 
race relat ions soc ial science has been te l l i ng  Americans more about them­
selves on the h istorical issue of race-most of which they are re luctant to 
hear-than any other subf ie ld in recent American intel lectual h istory. 

- I -

Fo r more than f ive decades h isto rica l ly m i nded anth ropo log ists 
and inte l lectua l  h isto rians have ce lebrated the decis ive ro le that Franz 
U ri Boas p layed i n  underm i n i ng  the rac ist wor ldview that p reva i led i n  the 
soc ia l  sc ie nces d u r i n g  the years befo re 1 93 0 . 1  S u rp r i s i n g l y  l i tt le  of  
t h i s  l i t e ratu re-espec ia l ly  when one c o n s i d e rs the amo un t  of  data 
w h i c h  i s  read i l y  access i b l e-dea ls  wi th Boas 's spec i f i c  t reatment  of 
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Afr ican Amer icans. Most of these scholars were content to assume-and 
they assu med erroneous ly-that Boas t reated Afr ican Americans much 
l i ke the "pr im it ives" he stud ied-that i s ,  w i th  a g reat deal  of  affect ion .  
Th is  sect ion  o f  th is  essay, wh ich s u rveys the sma l l  body of  l i teratu re that 
comments of Boas's att itudes toward African Americans, suggests that 
th is  l ite ratu re has ignored what I term ''the Boas ian paradox"-that is ,  the 
contrad ict ion between the i nferences based on h is  physical anth ropology 
a n d  h i s  l i b e ra l  va l ues .  T h i s  cont rad i ct i o n ,  I h ave a rg ued in p rev ious  
a rt i c l e s ,  s h o u l d  not be s u rp r i s i n g-espec i a l ly when  o n e  c o n s i d e rs 
Boas's l i fe and career, ethn i c i ty, the h i stor ica l  context , and the contro­
ve rs ies  s u rround i ng  issues concern i n g  the cond i t ion and dest i ny of Af­
r icans . 2  I ndeed Boas , l i ke most scholars-albeit to lesser extent-was a 
pr isoner  of h i s  t imes.  

In  an art ic le that was pub l ished i n  Isis i n  1 973,  the h istor ian , 
Edward H .  Beardsley, examined and analyzed the h istorical t reatment of 
Boas du ri ng  the previous th irty years by students and co l leagues of the 
patr iarch of modern American anthropology. Un l i ke those anthropolog ists , 
who be l i eved Boas's revu ls ion  agai nst ant ib lack rac ism was fu ndamen­
ta l ly  mot ivated by h is  l i bera l  val ues ,  wh ich was d i rect ly re lated to h is  
eth n i c  status as a German-born Jew i n  America, Beards ley argued that 
the "most basic and fundamental  exp lanat ion"  was "h is  commitment to 
sc ient if ic objectivity and re l iab i l ity . . . .  " Although Beards ley ad mits that Boas 
was "f rom a Jewish backg round  and a foe of ant i -Semit ism s i nce h i s  
youth , "  he poi nts out neve rthe less that ,  "Boas d i d  no t  become act ively 
and pub l ic ly  i nvolved on  that issue u nt i l  the 1 920s ,  when Nazi  rac ists 
made a major  effo rt to en l ist sc ience in support of the i r  v iew·s." Fu rther­
more ,  he noted : "Boas also never i nvo lved h i mself with the I nd ian 's p l i ght 
as he d id  with the Negro 's or Jew's"-primar i ly because "the idea of I nd ian 
i nfer io rity was never a major tenet of  scientif ic racism."3 As a consequence, 
Beardsley vociferously argued that ,  "Boas was an act iv ist for what were 
essent ia l ly professional reasons . "4 

Fou r  years later, Has ia R .  D ine r  i n  a book ent i t led , In the Almost 
Promised Land: Jews and Blacks, 1 9 1 5-35, cha l lenged both the Boas ian 
anth ropo log ists and Beards ley, when she argued that there was truth in  
both of the i r  content ions. Boas wrote for, D iner stated cogently, "socia l  as 
we l l  as fo r sc ient i f i c  reaso n s .  H e  was deep ly  concerned w i th  the rea l  
h u man suffer ing created by  rac ist th ink ing and  eagerly shared h is  f ind ings 
wi th  the NAACP." Nevertheless, it is D iner's thes is  that the fundamental 
reason Boas wrote about African Americans stemmed from h i s  eth n i c  
status  a s  a l i be ra l ,  German-born Jew i n  America who bel ieved B lacks 
and Jews had a common bond of suffe r i ng .  Yet she  adm itted that Boas 
was not na ive about his own g roup's se l f- i nterest i n  d iscred i t i ng  ant i ­
b lack rac i sm .  "The same pr inc ip les wh ich Boas and h is  students used 
to d i sc red it ant ib lack t h i nk i n g , "  D i ne r  conc l uded , "cou ld  be emp loyed 
as effective weapons to combat ant i -Jewish sent iment ."s  
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The idea that the fu ndamental reason  beh ind  Boas's s kept ical  
stance towards ant i b lac k  rac ism stemmed from his des i re to p rotect h i s  
own g roup was extended by  Marsha l l  Hyatt i n  h is t ime ly  b iography of 
Boas, ent it led Franz Boas-Social Activist: The Dynamics of Ethnicity, 
publ ished i n  1 990. Hyatt , i n  reference to Boas's address as vice president 
of Sect i o n  H of the A m e r ican Assoc ia t ion  fo r the Advancement  of 
Sc ience  in B rook lyn ,  N ew Yo rk ,  in 1 894 ,  be l i eves "t h at Boas used 
b l acks as a s u r ro g ate to avo i d  c h a rges of sc ient i f i c  b i a s . "  H e  has 
writte n :  

The t im ing  o f  the polemic against prejud ice i s  inst ructive . 
Havi ng recently tang led with Wash ington ,  the center of 
wh ite Ang lo-Saxon Protestant-contro l led anthropolog ical 
s tudy, ove r t h e  m u s e u m  appo i ntmen t ,  Boas was st i l l  
l ick i ng h i s  wounds . . . .  Boas conceivably read t h e  i nc ident 
i n  eth n i c  te rms .  G iven  h i s  h e i g hte n e d  sens i t i v i ty to 
pe rsecut ion ,  which colored much of  h is  l ife i n  Germany, 
and  t h e  d o m i nan t  i nf l u e nce of wh i te ,  A n g lo -Saxo n 
Protestants i n  anthropology, th is is not su rpr is i ng .  Accord­
ing ly, he began his assau lt on prej ud ice soon after h is  
d i sappo i n t m e n t  over  the C o l u m b i a n  M u s e u m  j o b .  
H oweve r, rat h e r  t h a n  ca l l atte nt i o n  to h i s  o w n  p l i g ht 
and r isk accusat ions of subjectivity, Boas chose another 
aspect, that d i rected against Afro-Americans, at  which to 
vent h is  d istress . This camouflage became part of Boas's 
ra ison d 'et re for attack ing a l l  forms of human prejud ice.6 

Neverthe less ,  " i t  was in the area of race , "  Hyatt conc l udes ,  "that Boas 
had h is g reatest i mpact on  America and on  futu re i nte l lectua l  thoug ht ."? 
Yet ,  i ron ical ly, nowhe re is  the re lat ionsh i p  between Boas and Booker T. 
Was h i ngton ,  W. E . B . DuBo is ,  R .  R .  Wr ight ,  S r. ,  George  Wash i ngton E l l i s ,  
Carte r  G.  Wood s o n ,  A l a i n  Le Roy Locke ,  Cha r l es  S .  J o h n s o n ,  G e o rge  
E . Haynes ,  A b ra m  H a rr i s ,  M o n roe N .  Wo rk ,  and  C harles H .  Thompson 
exp l o red . I nvest i g at i o n  i nto Boas 's co rres p o n d e nce  with t hese  maj o r  
Af r ican Ame r ican i nte l l ectua ls  wo u l d  h ave q u a l i f i ed  somewhat Hyatt's 
a rg u ment that Boas's i nd i ctment of the p l i ght of Afro-Americans was 
mere camouf lage for attack ing  ant i -Sem it ism .  

A n ot h e r  recen t  wo rk ,  C a r l N .  Deg l e r's I n  Search of Human 
Nature: The Decline and Revival of Darwinism in American Social 
Thought, concu rs i n  Hyatt's arg u ment that Boas was a p rogress ive on  
the i ssue  of the equ ipotent ia l ity o f  Afr ican Ame r icans.  A rg u i n g  "that Boas 
did not arr ive at" h is posit ion on Afr ican Americans '1rom a d is interested , 
sc ien t i f i c  i n q u i ry " ,  bu t ,  rath e r, h i s  ideas "de r ived f ro m  a n  i d e o l o g ica l  
c o m m i tment  t hat began  i n  h i s  ea rly l ife and  academic experiences i n  
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Europe and cont i nued i n  America," Deg ler  d iscounts Boas's equ ivocal 
and iac ist statements.8 Degler argued in 1 991  that: "Nowhere does Boas's 
comm itment to the ideo logy of equa l  opportun ity and the recogn it ion  of 
the worth of oppressed or i gnored people become more ev ident than i n  
h i s  re lat ion t o  Afro-Amer icans,  a peopl e  whose l ife patterns h ad long  
b e e n  a l l eged l y  'acco u nted fo r' by race ." Deg l e r  uses as ev i d e n c e  fo r 
h i s  pos i t i on  Boas's atte mpt  to ra ise money f rom A n d rew C a rn e g i e  
"to s u pport a new M useum o n  the  Neg ro and  the  Af r ican Past ," Boas 's 
1 906 add ress at the commencement of At lanta Un iversity on the African 
past that had such a p rofound  i mpact on  the thought of W. E . B .  DuBo is ,  
a n d  h i s  d i sc u s s i o n  of t he  ram i f icat i on  of wh ite -B lack i nte rmar r i a g e . 9  
A l t h o u g h  s u c h  a rg u m e nts seem compe l l i n g ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n oted t h at 
Deg l e r, u n l i ke Hyatt , i g n o res  Boas 's rac ist  physical anth ropo logy that 
was i n  tens ion  with h i s  l i bera l  ideo logy. Neverthe less ,  both Hyatt and 
Deg le r  fai l  to demonstrate how that tens ion was exacerbated by the 
i nc reas i ng  m ig rat ion of  B lacks f rom Southeaste rn states to New Yo rk,  
b ri n g i n g  what was thought to be a pecu l ia r  Southern prob lem to the 
doorsteps of anthropolog ists i n  the u rban- industr ia l  North .  In short ,  u nt i l  
t he  i nvest i gat ion  o f  soc ia l  structu ra l  changes on  Boas's t hought a re 
b ro u g ht to bear, there w i l l  be l itt le  understand ing  of the complex ity of the 
paradoxes of th is  t rans i t iona l  f ig u re 's thought .  

I t  shou ld  be noted that the den ia l  of an existence of  a paradox in  
Boas's thought on  Af r ican Ame ricans is  p resent i n  E lazar Barkan's The 
Retreat of Scientific Racism: Changing Concepts of Race in Britain and 
the United States Between the World Wars. Arg u i n g  (erroneous ly) that 
Boas was a rac ial  egal itarian whose "pol it ical bel iefs" were more sal ient 
than "scientif ic commitments , "  Barkan constructed a nonsensical arg ument 
when he wrote i n  1 992: "Boas was no racist , but he d id ref lect the values of 
h i s  soc i ety." 1 o  F u rt h e r  i nvest i g at i on  i nto Boas 's wr it i n g s  o n  Af r i can  
Ame ricans would have revealed the  tens ion i n  Boas's writ ing between h is  
l i fe- l o n g  b e l i ef i n  i n h e re nt rac ia l  d i ffe re nces and  h is  co m m it m e n t  to 
c u l t u ra l  exp lanat ions  of h u ma n  behav i o r, t he  te n s i o n  betwe e n  h i s  
p o l i t i ca l  be l iefs and  sc ien t i f i c  comm i tme nts , and  t h a t  betwe e n  t h e  
s c i e n c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  an th ropology a n d  h is  l i beral  va lues .  P ut anothe r  
way, a l t ho u g h  Boas  ce rta i n ly b e l i eved t hat Afr ican Amer icans  had  a 
d efect ive ancest ry as a res u lt of the i r  smal le r  cran ia l  cavit ies ,  wh ich  he 
be l i eved we re seria l ly  i nferio r  to E u ro-Ame ricans , he d i d  not th i n k  that i t  
should be used as an excuse for excl ud ing them from partaki ng as much 
as the i r  capacity a l lowed i n  the commun ity or nat ion-state as i nd iv iduals .  
I ndeed,  as I w i l l  argue i n  the second chapter, Boas-albeit to a lesser 
extent than most scholars of the period-was a prisoner of h is  t imes.  

- 1 1 -

S ince the 1 960s scho lars o f  race a n d  race re lat ions have been 
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engaged i n  two maj o r  debates i n  refe rence to Robert E .  Park's theor ies .  
The f i rst debate centers o n  whether Park was a p roponent  of  rac ia l  
determ in i sm ;  wh i l e  t he  second cente rs a round  whether  Park  was an  
advocate o f  ass i m i lat io n .  S i nce Park  was not a systemat ic t h i n ke r, these 
debates have been marred by the subjective val uat ions of the various  
adversar ies .  

Although  there ex ists a consensus among scho lars that Park 
was one of the f i rst soc ia l  sc ient ists to subord i nate rac ia l  determ i n ist 
explanat ions of h u ma n  behavior  to socia l  and/o r cu ltu ra l  ones ,  it shou ld  
be noted that i n  1 9 1 8  Park  penned the concept o f  " rac ia l  temperaments , "  
wh ich  reads as fo l l ows : "Everywhere and  always the Negro has  been 
i nte rested rather  in express ion  than i n  act io n ;  i nterested i n  l ife i tse l f  than 
i n  i ts  reconstruct ion o r  reformat ion .  The Negro is ,  by natu ral d isposit ion ,  
neither an inte l lectua l  nor  ideal ist l i ke the Jew, nor  a b rood ing  i nt rospective 
l i ke the East I nd ian ,  nor  a p ioneer and front iersman l i ke the Ang lo-Saxon .  
He i s  primari ly an artist ,  lov ing  l ife for its own sake . H is met ier is exp ression 
rather than act ion .  The Negro is ,  so to speak, the lady among the races." 1 1 

The late Ra lph  E l l ison ,  and the soc io log ist ,  John  H .  Stanf ie ld , I I ,  
have b randed Park's concept of " racia l  temperaments" as racist .  Stanfie ld ,  
fo r  example ,  argued persuas ive ly i n  1 985 that ,  "b io log ical  determ in i sm 
was apparent i n  h i s  [Park's] concept o f  ' rac ia l  temperaments,' wh ich  he 
be l ieved was the facto r beh i nd  the so-ca l led cu l tu ra l  un iqueness among 
blacks . " 1 2  O n  the othe r  hand ,  scho lars such as Morr is Janowitz,  Cesar 
G rana,  and , most recent ly, Barbara Bal l is  Lal , have sought to excuse or 
justify Park's usage of the concept of " rac ia l  temperament ." In 1 990 ,  in 
her  The Romance of Culture in an Urban Civilization: Robert E. Park on 
Race and Ethnic Relations in the Cities, Barbara Bal l i s  Lal soug ht to 
coun te r  the  arg u m e nts  of E l l i son  and  Stanf i e l d .  " Park , "  La l  dec lared 
unequ ivocal ly, "rejected Socia l  Darwin ism,  a l l  i ts  imp l icat ions regard ing  the 
bio log ical bas is of cu l tura l  d ifferences and i ts bel ief that racial  stratif icat ion 
reflected a ' n at i ona l  o rde r' of se lect i on  and f i t ness ." Fu rt h e r m o re ,  Lal 
be l ieves Park's "emphas is  upon race re lat ions ,  rather  than the a l leged 
hered itary att r ibutes of races,  . . .  suggests that the i nf l uence he acco rded 
to racia l  temperaments was very l i m ited . " 1 3  

I n  1 99 2 ,  Sta nfo rd M .  Lym a n ,  who has t reated t h e  co ncept  i n  
" re lat i o n  to h is l a rg e r  d i scuss i o n  of ass i m i la t ion  and  t h e  p ro b l e m s  
atte n d i n g  the  m o d e r n  c i v i l i zat i o n a l  p roces s , "  attempted to reso l ve 
t h e  d ebate and  has stated :  " . . .  what Park see ms to have been  d o i n g  
i n  h i s  i nvocat ion of a racia l  temperament i s  attempti ng t o  respecify, i n  as 
exact a way his knowledge and observation wou ld a l low, precisely what 
amount of the Negro 's character and personal ity was b io log ical i n  o ri g i n ,  
what amount a su rvival o f  African cu l ture ,  and  what amount a p rod uct of 
accu l turat ion i n  America. Furthermore, Park sought to get at the effects 
that the i ntemal izat ion of th is  tr ipartite and emergent compound of const i­
tut ional e lements, cu l tural su rvivals ,  accu ltu rative adaptat ions wou ld have 
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on the i ncorporation of African Americans i nto an ever modern iz i n g  U n ited 
State of Amer ica . 1 4  Neverthe less ,  Lyman admits that ,  " in the end ,  the 
p recise we ight that shou ld  be ass igned ,  respect ively to hered ita ry and 
accu l tu rat ive facto rs e l uded Park. " 1 5  

My read i ng  o f  Park suggests,  however, that a t  that j unctu re i n  
h i s  career  he be l ieved that there was a fundamental he red i tary bas is 
for the African Americans' racial  temperament, and that the temperament 
was an obstacle to ass im i lat ion .  L ike Franz Boas , Park was a transit ional 
f igu re ,  caught between rac ial determ in ist ic thought and the trend towards 
i n i t i at i n g  a c u l t u ra l  and  soc ia l  determ i n i s m ,  whose t h o u g h t  on the  
c h a racte r and  capab i l i t ies  of Af r ican Ame r icans and  the  n at u re o f  
p rej ud ice  was  u neve n .  Pete r K iv i sto , i n  refe re nce to d ef ic i e nc ies  i n  
P rofesso r La l 's work  has  s um med up  the matte r q u ite apt ly when  he 
w rote in  1 992 :  " I nd i cat ive of t h e  fact t h at t h e  b reak [Park's] was not  
e n t i re l y  a m b i g uous  was h is  occas iona l  re lapse to t h e  l a n g u ag e  of 
i nst incts as wel l  as h is unfortunate characterizat ion of African Americans 
as 'the lady among races' '' . 1 6  

- 1 1 1 -

The second debate s u rro u n d i n g  Park's theor ies  ce nte rs o n  
whether  he  was a n  advocate o f  ass i m i lat i on .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  noted that 
h i sto r i ans  and  h isto r ica l ly  m i nded  soc ia l  sc ien t i sts of Amer ican race 
re l at i o n s  v i rt ua l l y  i g n o red Park's co ncept of a b i rac ia l  o rgan i zat i o n  of 
society-despite the fact that the concept was central to h is explanat ion of 
B lack-white re lat ions for ove r twenty f ive years .  Perhaps most post­
Myrda l ian  scho lars of race re lat ions  concu rred in E. Frank l i n  Fraz ie r's 
c r i t ic i sm of the concept wh ich he stated in 1 947. The theory of a b i rac ia l  
o rgan izat ion  of society, Fraz ie r  argued persuas ive ly, was a "stat ic theory 
of race re lat ions .  H is  theory not o n ly conta ined the fata l i sm i nhe rent i n  
S u m n e r's concept o f  mores.  H i s  theory was o r i g i na l ly  based upon the 
assu mptio n  that the races cou ld  not m ix  and m i n g le freely." 1 7  

I ron ica l ly, i n  1 98 1  R .  Fred Wacke r pub l ished a sma l l  vo l ume 
that a rg ued Park's b i rac ia l  theory o f  wh ite-B lack re lat ions was h is true 

theory of wh ite-B lack re lat ions .  Seeki ng  to educate the revis ion ists of 
the 1 960s who bel ieved soc ia l  sc ient ists such as Park "thought that a l l  
g roups wou ld  shed the i r  d ist i nct ive cu l tures and  become WASPs," Wacker 
dec lared unequ ivocal ly :  "My study of the ideas and att i tudes of Robe rt 
Pa rk leads me to conc l ude  t h at h e  d i d  no t  be l ieve a l l  m i n o r i ty g ro u ps 
i n  Ame r ica wo u l d  be ass i m i l ated ." I n  refe re nce to Park's theory of a 
" b i rac ia l  o rgan izat io n ," Wacke r  a rg u e s  t h at Park "d id  not pred ict the 
o utcome of conf l i ct and compet it i o n ." 1 8  Wacke r  be l i eves Park was a 
p l u ra l is t .  He  p rese nts an arg u ment  wh ich  states that Pa rk, l i ke Ho race 
Kal len ,  was focusing on "g roups and g roup needs" and thereby rejecting  
"the ind iv idual ist ic perspective of  most social  sc ient ists . "  Furthermore, 
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Wacker states u nequ ivocal ly  that Park saw "the r ise and revita l izat ion of 
ethn i c  and rac ia l  consc iousness as a natural  response to p rej ud ice and 
domi nat i on . "  In  other  words ,  for Park " rac ia l  consc iousness was part of  
a movement toward mental hea lth " . 1 9  

U n l i ke Wacke r, t h e  h i sto r ica l l y- m i nded  soc io log is t ,  J o h n  H .  
Stanf ie ld , I I ,  has made a compel l i ng  case for the val id ity of the t rad it ional 
labe l i ng  of Park as an ass im i lat ion ist .  Taki ng Wacker's v iew of Park as an 
advocate of the i nt rins ic worth of Black consciousness to task,  Stanf ie ld in 
Philanthropy and Jim Crow in American Social Science, in 1 985, stated 
pers u as ive ly  that :  "S i nce Park  p res u me d  t h e  ass i m i l at i o n  of phys i ­
c a l l y  d i ss i m i l a r  g ro u p s  w a s  p rob le mat i c  y e t  i nev i ta b l e ,  i t  fo l l owed that 
seg regated b l ac k  c o m m u n i t i e s  we re necess a r i l y  t e m p o ra ry, a n d ,  
t h e refo re , t hat race consc ious ness  was a l s o  te m p o ra ry." Stan f i e l d  i s  
c r i t i ca l  o f  Park's v iew o f  race consc iousness a s  a temporary response 
to oppression-insofar as Park "d id not cons ider  the normal ity of race 
consc iousness,  in dom inant as we l l  as in subo rd i nate popu lat ions .  S i nce 
Park d i d  not co n s i d e r  race consc i o u s n ess as a fo rm of e nc u l t u rat i o n  
i n  a rac ia l l y  s t rat i f i ed  soc i ety," Stanf i e l d  c o n c l u d e s  t h at Pa rk n o t  o n ly 
"ushered i nto socio log ical l iteratu re an a-cu ltu ral and an a-soc i o l og ica l  
concept i o n  of race consc ious ness"  and ,  "set the stage for  succeed ing  
generations of  soc io log ists to view b lack race consciousness negatively 
as a product of antagon ist ic  re lat ions with wh ites , wh ich  mater ia l ized 
th rough  conscious wh ite rac ism and the format ion of g h ettos . "2o 

Stanf i e l d 's c r i t i c i sms of Park ,  as he c lear ly  recogn izes , a re 
ah istor ical and thus  l eave u nanswered the quest ion of whether  Park 
dese rves a p lace among the pantheon of key f i gu res i n  the d iscuss ion of 
cond i t ion and dest i ny of Afr ican Ame ricans .  A work which avo ids the 
debu n ki n g  that characte rizes Stanf ie ld 's work is the revised edit ion of 
J o h n  H i g ham 's Send These to Me. In a m o n u me nta l  essay, ent i t l ed  
"Eth n ic P l u ra l i s m  i n  Ame r ican T h o u g ht ," the d ist i n g u ished social  and 
i ntel lectua l  has  resto red Park  to h i s  r ig htfu l  h isto r ical p lace i n  the h istory 
of race re lat ions experts. Reconc i l i n g  the debate between  Wacker and 
Stanf ie ld ,  H igham has demonst rated that Robe rt Ezra Park made two 
mod i f icat i ons  i n  t h e  "c lass i c  Ame r ican i dea l  of ass i m i l at i o n " :  F i rst ,  
Park exte nded  the  idea l  "to i nc l u d e  N e g roes , as wel l  as i m m i g rants ;  
seco n d ,  h e  g ave i t  [th e  concept of ass i m i l at i on ]  a n  i n te rnat i ona l  and  
fu l l y  i nte rrac ia l  fo rm u l at i o n ;  h e  a l so  i ncorporated w i th i n  i t  a q u as i ­
p l u ra l i st i c  app rec iat i o n . "  I n  s h o rt ,  " P a rk i n te rp reted t h e  p ro b l e m s  o f  a 
m u l t i et h n i c  soc i ety," H i g ha m  co r rect l y  conc l udes ,  " i n  a way that took 
account of  p lu ra l ist as wel l  as assi mi lat ion ist c la ims." Park 's  b road i nte r­
n at i o n a l  v i s i o n ,  H igham poi nts out ,  was not appl ied by his successors .  
I g n o r i n g  t he  Boas i a n  M e l v i l l e  J .  H e rs kov i ts 's e m p h as i s  o n  Af r ican 
retent ions i n  the Af r ican Ame rican popu lat io n ,  and re ly i n g  i nstead on  E .  
Fra n k l i n  Fraz ie r 'S j u d g ments ,  H i g h a m  a rg ues  that  G u n n a r  Myrd a l 's 
An American Dilemma re p rese nted the  re n at i o n a l i zat i o n  of Park 's 
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i n te rnat i o n a l  "me l t i n g  pot . "2 1  
I n  1 987 Stow Persons q u a l i f i ed  the  a rg u me nts of  Stanf i e l d  

a n d  H i g ha m  and  s u g gested t h a t  P a r k  stru g g led  w i th  "the  p ro b l e m  o f  
ass i m i l at i o n  as we l l  as h i s  g row i n g  d o u bts a b o u t  i t s  i n ev i tab i l i ty . . . .  " 
Towards t h e  e n d  of h i s  l i fe , Pe rsons  noted t h at Park  b e l i eved tha t ,  
" the pote n t ia l i t i es  of  a rat i ona l  a n d  h u mane o rd e r  cou l d  be rea l i zed  
on ly  i f  peop le  become t h o ro u g h ly fam i l i a r  wi th  one  anothe r's c h a rac­
ter is t ics a n d  p rob lems  . . . .  Park knew t h at any such ach ieve ment  was 
re mote ."22 M o re recent ly, soc io l og i sts ,  such as James B .  M c Kee a n d  
Stanfo rd M .  Lyman h ave a l so  noted Park's d o u bts a b o u t  i n ev i tab i l i ty 
of  ass i m i la t ion  in the near fut u re in one of h is last papers in 1 943 .  
McKee has stressed the  idea that "Park gave to  h is fe l low socio log ists an 
image of a racial  futu re marked by mi l itant act ion ,  confl ict, and poss ib le 
v io lence,  instead of one of  g radua l ,  peacefu l  change lead i n g  to i nc reased 
to l e rance  a n d  soc ia l  acceptance ."23 For  Lyman ,  Park 's  late r works 
i n d icated t h at ,  t he  st ru g g l e  [between races] was " i nev i tab le  eve n i f  
i ts o utco me was less certa i n . "24 

Most scho lars i nvolved in the d i scou rse on Robert Ezra Park, i n  
sho rt ,  t reat h i s  t h o u g h t  a s  i f  i t  were stat ic .  I n  m y  research o n  Park's 
theories I have found  that they evolved d u ri ng  his long  l i feti me .  D u ri n g  
the yea rs between 1 905 a n d  1 9 1 3 , he both contr ibuted to Booke r  T. 
Was h i n gton 's myths i n  refe rence to race and race re lat ions ,  wh i l e  a lso 
recontextua l iz ing and un iversal iz ing scientific racist data concern ing  the 
socioeconomic status of B lacks. Later, d u ring h is tenure at the U n iversity 
of C h i cago ,  f rom 1 9 1 3  u n t i l  1 932 , Park  occas i o n a l l y  re lapsed i nto 
reversals and t ransvaluations;  but ,  perce iving the inf luences of  Franz Boas 
and the G reat M ig ration ,  cont inued to recontextual ize his analyses of race, 
p rej ud ice,  and race re lat ions .  F ina l ly, d u ri ng  the years 1 937 to 1 943, 
due to the obv ious i mpact of the evidence of Black p rog ress and h i s  
t rave ls abroad , Park adopted an "alte rnative ideology"-defi ned by  Nancy 
Leys Stepan and Sande r L .  G i l man as a " rad ica l ly d iffe rent wo r ld v iew, 
w i t h  d iffe rent  p e rcept ions  of rea l i ty goa ls  and po i nts of refe re nce ."25 
The h ows and whys of Park's t rans i t ion f rom the pe rspective of Afr ican 
Americans as a h o mogeneous  race to a pe rspect i ve in wh i ch  o ne 's 
rac i a l  stat u s  a n d  c lass a re s u pposed to be i n c re as i n g l y  confused , 
w i l l  e n a b l e  u s ,  i n  s h o rt ,  to u n d e rstand why c u r ren t  d e bates o n  these  
i s s u e s  ass u me such vo lat i l i ty. 

- I V-

What H i g ham ca l ls  "the ideat iona l  app roach to socia l  issues" 
began to dominate the social sc iences with the pub l icat ion of Myrda l 's 
work i n  1 944. The how and whys of th is  occu rrence are the subject of 
Walte r A. Jackson 's Gunnar Myrdal and America's Conscience: Social 
Engineering and Racial Liberalism, 1 938-87 ( 1 99 1 ) .  Arg u i n g  that "An 
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American oi/emma . . .  emerged fro m  a complex process of i nte ract ion  
between th is  pol i t ical ly m inded inte l lectual  and a foundat ion ,  a commun ity 
of American soc ial  scient ists, b roaden cu rrents of socia l ,  of pol it ical social , 
and economic change," Jackson t races Myrda l 's l i fe from h is  youth i n  
Dalarna ,  Swede n ,  to h i s  death  i n  1 987 .  I t  i s  Jackson 's arg u me nt that 
Myrda l 's commitment to social e n g ineer i ng  and moral  refo rm g rew out 
of the egal itarian ism and moral val ues of h is  ch i ldhood and h is  fasc i nat ion 
with the rat ional ism of the En l i ghten ment .  Jackson notes, however, that 
"there remained in h is  thought a tension between his commitment to equal ity 
and h is i nfatuat ion with an e l it ist concept ion of social eng i neeri ng . "  I n  short,  
when Myrda l  arr ived in the U n i ted States in 1 938 ,  he " b ro u g ht a con ­
cept i o n  of soc ia l  sc ience  as a p rocess o f  m o ra l  i n q u i ry and  a be l ief  
t hat soc ia l  eng i neer ing" was the pr imary goal of the social sc iences .26 

The Carneg ie Corporat io n ,  wh ich chose Myrda l  to cond uct An 
American oi/emma, took the i n i t iat ive of race re lat ions research away 
from the American socia l  sc ient ists who were writ i ng  fo r smal l  aud iences , 
and p laced it i n  the hands of a "pragmat ic p rob lem solve r  who prom ised 
to come up  with a fresh approach i n  a book aimed at a b road aud ience 
of educated Amer icans."27 Thro u g h  the coopt ion  of centrist ,  l i be ral , and 
rad ical social  sc ient ists ,  Myrda l  c reated a consensus beh ind  a l i beral  
analys is of race re lat ions i n  Amer ica.  

Du ri n g  h i s  t rave ls  in the South and the Northern u rban ghettos ,  
Myrda l  wi tnessed a d e g ree of pove rty and  s uffe r i n g  a m o n g  B l acks 
that h e  had not  seen  befo re .  Yet he also heard many wh ite Americans 
profess a des i re to do so meth i n g  about  those c o n d i t i o n s .  F u rt h e r­
m o re ,  the  mora l  ea rnestness a n d  o pt i m i s m  that Myrda l  t h o u g ht he  
saw i n  most wh i te Ame r icans was l ack i n g  i n  mos t  E u ropea n s .  Th i s  
led  Myrda l  to cha l l enge  wh ite Amer icans  to l ive u p  to t he i r  i dea ls .  
E n co u raged by  the  New Deal , Myrda l  p red icted erroneous ly the recon­
c i l iat ion between Ame rican idea ls  and p ract ice.  I g n o r i n g  the  work of 
Af r i can  Ame r i can  scho la rs such  as D u Bo i s ,  Woodso n ,  Char les S .  
Joh nson a n d  wh ite scho lars s u c h  a s  Herskovits , who had made t h e  case 
for the strength of B lack cu l tu re ,  Myrda l  adopted Fraz ie r's and Bu nche's 
position that African American cul ture was pathological. 

An American oi/emma captu red the  attent ion  of many wh ite 
Americans on  the issue of race re lat ions and educated them on  the 
p ro b l e m  of rac ia l  d i sc r i m i n at i o n .  F u rt h e rm o re ,  t he  work i nf l ue nced 
po l i t i ca l  l eaders ,  j udges ,  and c iv i l  r ights act iv ists ,  and although  Myrda l 's 
ideas we re d u rab le  for  twenty years ,  Jackson po i nts out  co rrect ly  that 
he  offe red "few g u i d e l i nes fo r the next p hase of the b lack strugg le  from 
the passage of the 1 964 C iv i l  R i g hts Act and 1 965 Vot i ng  R i g hts Act ."28 

I have a ser ious rese rvat ion  about Jackson 's sp lend id  work .  By 
e m p h a s i z i n g  the i mp o rtance of Af r i can  Ame r ican c u l t u re ,  he seems 
to s u g gest  that a m o n o l i t h i c  c u l t u re d ete rm i n es the  behav i o r  o f  i t s  
m e m b e rs .  I t  s h o u l d  be n ote d ,  h oweve r, t h at a m o n o l i t h i c  Af r i can  
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A m e rican  c u l t u re does  not ex ist  and  pe rhaps never  ex i sted . D iv i ded  
by re g i o n a l , re l i g i o u s ,  occupat i ona l  and  c l ass l i n e s ,  t h e  ex i s tence  of 
Af r ican American cu l tures perhaps expla ins why at this h istor ical j uncture ,  
as H a ro l d  C ruse  po i nted out  i n  the  1 960s ,  i t  i s  necessary to c reate a 
c u lt u ra l  n at i o n a l i s m  that wo u l d  u n ify the  Af r ican Ame r ican g ro u p s .  
D e s p i t e  Jackson 's ca l l  fo r g iv ing  attent ion t o  Af r ican American c u ltu re ,  
Myrda l  was certa in ly  correct on  some issues.  As  the last twe lve yea rs 
bear out that B lack standards such as fami ly, i ncomes, nutr it ion ,  hous ing ,  
health ,  and  educat ion-as Myrdal correctly pOinted out-were dependent 
upon opportun it ies i n  employment .  For most B lacks , the oppo rtun i t ies i n  
e m p loyment i n  the  new serv ice eco n o my a re seve re l y  l i m i ted ,  due  
p ri mar i ly  to both h isto r ical deprivat ion  and p resent-day d iscr i m i nat i on .  
G iven the  pers istence o f  rac ism-albe i t  uneven-i n the U n ited States ,  
i t  seems not h i n g  short of  both a redistribution of wealth and  an ac­
companying revitalization of the African American cu l tures,  can resolve 
satisfactori ly the h istorical contrad ict ion between ideals and p ractices . 

-v-

It shou ld  be noted that scho lars i n  the h i story of soc ia l  sc ience 
of race re l at i ons  have d rawn o n  the  f i e l d  of Af r ican Ame r ican  h i sto ry 
i n  a n  atte mpt  to c reate t ru ly  ecumen ica l  myths .  T h i s  i nt e rest  i n  t he  
p i o n e e ri n g  s tude nts o f  race and  race re l at i ons  has res u l ted i n  t he  
res u rrect ion  of an ear ly Afr ican Amer ican soc io log ist who was  i nvo lved 
in d e bates at the t u r n  of the centu ry :  M o n roe  Nathan Wo rk .  He is t h e  
s u bject o f  L inda O. McMu rray's Recorder of the Black Experience. Wo rk's 
contribut ions to scholarsh ip and B lack up l ift were substant ia l .  H is b ienn ia l ,  
The Negro Year Book, A Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America, 
a n d  h i s  ear ly  sc h o l a r ly  and popu la r  a rt i c l es  expressed " h i s  d es i re to 
e l i m i nate ou tmoded wh ite prejud ice and to i nsp i re b lack  conf idence . "  
Wo rk was a l s o  an act iv ist .  He estab l ished a Nat iona l  Negro H ealth Week,  
and publ ished the Tuskegee Lynching Report, which conta ined stat istics 
that were d istr ibuted to hundreds of newspapers .  Furthermore, he actively 
sought to increase the number of Black reg istered vote rs i n  Macon County. 
Fo r McM u rray, however, Work's h istor ical  s i gn if icance does not stem 
from his act iv ism or his scholarsh ip .  Rather  she v iews h i m  as i mportant 
because of the i ns i ghts "his l ife provides i nto the age in wh ich he l ived" .  
I ndeed ,  Wo rk was rep resentative of Afro-Ame r ican scho lars who we re 
"forced to become ' race men '  i n  the face of the fai l u res of wh ite scho l ­
a rs h ip ." Fo r Southern B lacks , McMu rray t h i n ks persons such as Wo rk 
"are part of the rock f rom which the c iv i l r ig hts movement was hewn" .29 

A l tho u g h  Recorder of the Black Experience i s  a s i g n i f icant  
wo rk ,  I d i s a g ree w i th  M c M u rray 's assessment  of Wo rk's scho la rs h i p .  
W h i l e  i t  i s  t rue  that h i s  scho la r ly a rt i c les  we re c o n c i s e  a n d  seemed 
"a l most devo i d  of i nte rpretat i on , "  i t  shou ld  be re membered that w i th i n  
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t he  context of t u rn  of the  cen tu ry soc i o l og y, h i s  wo rks we re s u pposed 
to be "scientif ic" attempts to underm ine  rac ism .  L ike DuBo is ,  R .  R .  Wr ight ,  
J r. ,  George E .  Haynes, and Kel ly M i l le r, Work be l ieved it was a necess ity 
t hat h is d i sc i p l i n e  shed  i ts  t i es  to m o ra l  p h i l osophy  and  p resent  an 
"obj ect ive" p ictu re of soc iety .  Of course recent  students of the soc io l ­
ogy of  knowledge have shown that val ues imp inge on  a l l  aspects o f  the  
soc ia l  sc ient i f ic enterpr ise .  St i l l ,  Wo rk's i ns istence on  attempti ng  to write 
sc ient i f ic soc io logy was a necessary attack on  those wh ite scho lars 
and commentato rs who approached the  study of B lacks as if the issues 
were c lear  cut-as if  deta i led  stat ist ica l  stud ies we re not pre requ is i te 
for the i r  b road conc lus ions .  

The exasperat ion o f  scholars l i ke McMurray with B lack scholars '  
empi r icism perhaps could not have been avoided i n  1 985. As a conse­
quence, scho la rs of the h isto ry and race re l at ions  soc ia l  sc ience shou ld  
be  deeply indebted to  Jeffrey C. Stewart for uncover ing and  meticu lously 
reconst ruct i n g  in 1 992 a se r ies of extant  lectu res by the p h i l osopher  
bette r known fo r  h is  later contribut ions to  the  Har lem Renaissance than 
h is  social scientif ic theor iz ing :  A la in LeRoy Locke . Entit led Race Contacts 
and Interracial Relations: Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Race, 
the book is an invaluable source on the thought of an African American 
inte l l ectua l  on t h e  s u bject of t h e  n at u re of race re l at i ons  d u ri n g  the 
P ro g ress ive E ra and on i ts  re lat ionsh ip  to eth n ic and c lass re lat ions as 
we l l .  U n l i ke the emp i r ic ist Work,  Locke was a theoret ic ian .  So fecund  
are these lectu res w i th  i ns i ghts and hypotheses wh ich deserve fu rther  
i nvest igat ion and ana lys is  that it wou l d  req u i re a wo rk of equa l  length to 
do just ice to th is  co l lect ion of lectu res .  As a consequence,  I w i l l  focus 
o n ly on Locke's t reatment of race p rej u d ice and race re lat ions .  

Prob le matical fo r most recent scho lars ,  and an i nd icato r that he 
was indeed a pr isoner of h is  t imes, is Locke's analysis of  racial  prejud ice. 
Be l iev i ng  that s i nce anc ient  t imes rac ia l  p rejud ice had bee n "automatic 
and i nst i nctive , "  it i s  not s u rpr is i ng  that Locke held what the Swed ish 
po l i t ical econom ist G u nnar  Myrda l  ca l led a " la issez-fa i re ,  do-noth ing"  
approach i n  reference to  the  potency of  the law i n  chang ing  race re lat ions 
in  estab l i sh i ng  a modus vivend i  betwee n  conf l ict i ng  racia l  g roups .  ( I t  
shou ld be noted that Locke's works were i nf l uenced s i gn if icant ly by the 
theories of  Robert Ezra Park . )  " I t  wou l d  seem, "  Locke re marked , "that in  
the majo rity of  i nstances,  a l most as there is  any recogn it ion  o r  sense of 
a d iffe rence, the law spr ings up to he lp  conf i rm i t  and perpetuate [the 
d iffe rence]" .  Written i n  the per iod when the Supreme Cou rt's dec is ion i n  
Plessy v. Ferguson h a d  leg it i m ized J i m  C row, Locke conc l uded on a 
fata l ist ic note that :  "One of the saddest phenomena with wh ich the study 
of society can concern us is the way i n  which every legal , every customary, 
p rescr ipt ion  accentuates and perpetuates d iffe rences [and) hand icaps 
which wou ld  perhaps pass off as temporary acc idents if they did not 
have the sanct ion  and the perpetuat ion  of the lega l  o r  the customary 

1 87 



Explorations in Ethnic Studies Vol. 17, No. 2 

fo rms .  [Th i s  is the]  stereotype function of the law. 30 I n  refe rence to the 
relat ionsh ip  of race re lat ions to c lass re lat ions ,  Locke arg ued :  " Race 
issues are only very v i ru lent forms of class issues, because as they can be 
bro ken  up i nto c lass issues they become poss ib le of so lut ion i n  society.3 1  
Furthermore, he perce ived a s im i larity between race re lat ions and eth n ic 
re lat ions .  For  Locke , the re lat ions that existed between dom i nant and 
m i n o rity g roups i n  E u rope,  wh ich were separated not by sk in  co lo r  but 
rathe r  by speech d ia lects , customs , and re l ig ious fait h ,  were the bas is  
for  g rou p  dom inat ion  and exp lo itat ion .  I t  shou ld  be noted that  those of 
us wi th  h i sto r ical  h i nds ight  m ight d isagree with Locke's enjo i n i ng on race 
and eth n ic i ty, but there is  no doubt that h i s  v iews wh ich were b rought 
fo rth  i n  1 9 1 6  are worthy of ser ious cons ideration .  

I n  short ,  t he  contr ibut ions o f  McMu rray and  Stewart are the types 
of book length stud ies that Af r ican American h i sto ry can bequeath to the 
s u bf ie ld  of  the h i story of  race re lat ions soc ia l  sc ience.  What is  needed at 
th is  j unctu re are new i nterpretat ions of W. E .B .  DuBois's At lanta U n iversity 
p u b l i cat i o n s  and  of A l a i n  LeRoy Locke's fo rays i nto s oc i o l ogy a n d  
a nt h ropo logy before t h e  1 920s ; a n d  stud ies o f  George E d m u n d  Haynes,  
R ichard R.  Wr ig ht ,  J r. ,  and Ke l ly M i l l e r  as p ioneers i n  the ear ly per iod of 
p rofe s s i o n a l  soc io l ogy. I t  s h o u l d  be noted a l so  that the pe r iod  f ro m  
1 92 0  u nt i l  1 930 i s  a l so  terra incognito i n  reference to African American 
part i c i pat i on  in the newly emerg ing  social sciences. "By the ear ly 1 920s , "  
Stanf ie ld  wrote i n  1 985 ,  "the re was a not iceable void i n  the p rod uct ion  of  
q ual ity scholarsh ip  on the b lack experience re lat ing to  that done between 
the 1 890s and 1 9 1 0 ."32 I t  shou ld  be noted , howeve r, that popu lar  pub­
l icat i o n s  such as The Crisis and  Opportunity: Journal of  Negro Life 
con ta i ned  d i s c u rs ive a rt ic les that we re p roducts of scho lars .  Rather  
than s i mp ly  d i sm iss the 1 920s as a "vo id , "  scho lars i n  the fut u re shou ld  
pay attent io n  to the popu lar  works of  Af r ican American psycho log ists , 
such  as H oward H .  Long ,  Joseph St.  C la i r  P rice , and H o race Mann  
Bond-espec ia l ly  the i r  re lat ionsh ip  to  the skeptical stance take n  by  Boas 
and his students v is-a-vis the mental testers who were in the heyday of 
the i r  i nf l uence on  the general  pub l i c .  

Un l i ke the  1 920s, the  social  scientif ic studies o f  African Americans 
pub l ished d u ring  the 1 930s and 1 940s have been subject to c lose scruti ny 
by scholars (such as Stanf ie ld ,  Persons ,  Jackson,  McKee, and myself) . 
The work of E .  Frank l i n  Fraz ie r  on the Afr ican Ame rican fam i ly  which 
has had pub l ic po l icy i mpl icat ions ,  is  a center of heated debate . In h i s  
t ime ly  b iography, E.  Franklin Frazier Reconsidered, Anthony M .  P latt , a 
p rofessor  of soc ia l  work at Cal ifo rn ia State U n ivers ity at Sac ramento ,  
has attempted to cha l lenge two contrad icto ry myths wh ich have been 
c reated by i nte l lectua ls  s i nce the d ist ingu ished Amer ican scho lar's death 
in 1 96 2 .  The f i rst  ta le ,  wh ich  accord i n g  to P l att ,  i s  to ld m a i n ly by 
p rog ress ives ,  "de r ives from h i s  posth umous assoc iat ion  with The Ne­
gro Family: The Case for National Action." The p rogress ives accept "at 
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face va l ue  the der is ive nom i nat ion  of F raz ie r  as father  of the M oyn i han  
Report ." The second ta le ,  to ld  mai n ly  by  respected academic ians ,  ra ises 
Fraz ie r  to "sa i nthood ." Its narrato rs " retu rn  to Fraz ie r's g rad uate trai n i ng  
i n  Ch icago bu t ,  u n l i ke h i s  detracto rs commemorate h im  as  a loyal and 
capable d isciple of Robert Park and other wh ite academics who were gen­
erous enough to rec ruit Afro-American students desp ite the prevalence of 
rac i sm i n  acad e m i a . "33 P l att d raws on n u m e rous  arc h iva l  so u rces ; 
memo r ies and f i les of Frazier's col leagues, acquaintances, and fr iends 
and the heretofore und isc losed FBI and Department of State f i les on 
Fraz ie r  to revea l  the comp lexity of and contrad ict ions i n  the soc io log ist's 
l i fe and work. P latt i nvites h i s  reade rs to cons ider  F raz ier  "as somebody 
who tr ied . . .  ' to p rov ide  answe rs to i m p o rtant  q uest i ons '  about t he  
pers i stence o f  rac i s m  and  soc ia l  i n e q u a l i ty."34 

Although P latt's work w i l l  not be cons idered the def in i t ive b iog­
raphy of  Fraz ie r, i t  i s  neve rthe less a work w i th  nu merous strengths .  
P latt is adept i n  dep ict i ng  some of the contradict ions that character ize 
the "Enfant Terr ib le 's" l i fe . Fo r examp le ,  he poi nts out that when Fraz ie r  
tu rned th i rty-fou r, both o f  h i s  parents and h i s  s iste r were dead ; Fraz ie r  
had cut  h imself off f rom h i s  b rother ;  and Fraz ie r's wife had "found  out  
that she cou ld  not bear  c h i l d re n . "  "E .  Frank l i n "  P latt conc ludes ,  "who 
devoted many years to studyi ng the Af ro-Ame rican fam i ly spent his own 
ad u l t l i fe outs i d e  the convent ions  of a t rad i t i ona l  or exte nded n uc lea r  
fam i ly. Pe rhaps h i s fat h e r's e m p h as i s  o n  the  i m po rtance of b e i n g  a 
se l f -made man a l so  stamped Edwa rd w i th  t he  cha racte r of a l o n e r, a 
p e r s o n  w h o  va l u e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
i s o l a t i o n ." 3 5 F u r t h e r m o re ,  F ra z i e r ,  w h o  c h a l l e n g e d M e l v i l l e  J .  
H e rs kov i ts '  t heme that West Af r ican customs "p layed a dec is ive ro l e  
i n  the  deve lopment  o f  Afro -Amer ican  c u l t u re" "c la imed that he  was of 
I bo descent  and  he  was ve ry p ro u d  of i t . "36 

Despite its f lashes of b ri l l iance ,  P latt's book w i l l  undoubted ly  
p rod uce controversy. F i rst , by anchori n g  Fraz ie r's pol i t ical ideo logy in  
the per iod between 1 922 and 1 927 ,  when Fraz ier  was d i rector of  the 
At lanta School of Socia l  Wo rk,  P latt turns Fraz ier  i nto a "m i l i tant race 
man."  I generally ass ociate the ph rase "race man" wi th pe rs ons suc h  as 

Marcus Garvey, E l ijah M u hammed ,  and the m idd le  period of Ma lco l m  
X's l ife , not with ref lect ive ,  i nteg ration ists l i ke Fraz ie r. Second ,  P latt's 
attempt to d isconnect Fraz ie r  from what Chares Valent ine labe ls  the 
"pejo rative trad it ion"  i n  the cu l tu re of poverty debate is u nconv inc i n g .  I t  
is my content ion that F raz ie r  cannot be v iewed as a post-modern man.  
The  p rod uct of t he  V i cto r ian  Age  and  born i nto a fam i ly w i th  a fat h e r  
who  was a stro n g  m a l e  ro le  mod e l ,  F raz i e r  s h o u l d  n o t  be v iewed a s  
a prog ressive on the issue o f  the extended nuclear fami ly. Furthermore ,  
P latt does  not  seem to comprehend the v ic iss i tudes o f  the decade i n  
wh ich  Fraz ie r's stud ies o f  Afro-Ame rican fam i l ies were written .  

T h e  1 930s were years o f  ext re me hards h i p  f o r  a vast maj o r-
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i ty of t h e  B lack  p o p u l at i o n ,  as we l l  as fo r  a la rge p ropo rt i o n  of t h e  
wh ite popu lat ion .  H isto rical deprivat ion ,  compounded by racism,  however, 
made t h e  eco n o m i c  v u l n e rab i l i ty of B lacks espec ia l l y  c h ro n i c .  As a 
m e m b e r  of t h e  e l i te  concerned w i th  soc ia l  p rob lems emanat i n g  f ro m  
t h e  eco n o m i c  c r i ses , Fraz i e r  sough t  a so l u t i on  t o  those  p ro b l e m s .  
H e  wanted to ass i st t he  vast majo r i ty o f  B lac ks i n  p e rseve r i n g  t h e  
eco n o m i c  c r i s i s  i n  o rd e r  t hat t hey co u l d  even tua l l y  escape pove rty. 
A l t h o u g h  h e  was na ive i n  be l i ev i ng  that t h e  escape f rom pove rty was 
o n l y  poss ib le  t h rough  the estab l i shment of strong  pat ria rcha l  fam i l i es , 
th i s  s h o u l d  not  det ract atte n t ion  f rom the  despe rate p l i g ht of B lack  
i n t e l l ectua l s  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod . L i ke mos t  of t h e m ,  F raz i e r  p l aced t h e  
o n u s  of t h e  respo ns ib i l i ty f o r  b ri ng i ng  about concrete change on  B lacks 
themselves.  

The h istory of the social science of race relations has accompl ished 
at least one goal : I t  has ra ised the issue of race i n  general to a level of 
p r i m a ry concern  on the agenda in the f i e l d  of i n te l lect u a l  h i sto ry. A n d  
a l t h o u g h  t h i s  s u bf i e l d  i s  d o m i n ated by h i sto r ians  a n d  h i sto r i ca l l y  
m i nded  soc ia l  sc ient ists who have a b ias ,  that i s ,  persons w h o  i gno re 
that scho lars such as Boas , Park, and Myrdal cannot be d i sm issed so le ly 
as e i ther  pr isoners of the i r  t i mes o r  harb ingers of the futu re-they have 
at l east revea led  the comp lex i ty of the p rob lems  wi th  w h i c h  these  
soc ia l  sc ient ists we re confronted and  the  p rofu nd ity o f  the i r paradoxes .  
F u rthermore ,  although the  h istory o f  the  social science of  race re lat ions 
has a l o n g  way to g o  towards i nteg rati n g  the n u merous  h i sto r ica l l y  
s i g n i f i cant  Afr ican American socia l  sc ient ists i nto the i r  new f ie ld ,  i t  i s  
impo rtant t o  remember that t h e  work has beg u n .  I f  th is  t rend  cont i nues ,  
t h e  s u bf i e l d  w i l l  s o o n  reach i ts goa l  of  c reat i n g  t ru ly  e c u m e n ica l  
"myth i sto ry." 
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