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esti ng hermenut ica l  d i lemma:  What beari ng does the recovery 
and i nterpretat ion of past practices or the re l ig ious configu ration 
of a spec ifi c t ime period have on contemporary re l ig ious pract ice 
and who has the r ight to make these recoveries and eva l uat ions 
both from with i n  and outs ide of the group? Th is  i s  an i mportant 
cons i derat ion for ethn i c  stud ies, and wh i le neither work so lves 
the issue, both certa i n ly engage active ly i n  the question and the 
process of d i scern i ng and perhaps defi n i ng re l ig ious essences. 

Reviewed by: Raymond A. B ucko 
Le Moyne Co l lege 

Hoerder, Di rk. Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in 

the Second Millennium (Durham: Duke University Press, 

2002). 779 pp., $85.00 cloth. 

Cultures in Contact i s  an amb it ious tome of the annotated 
wor ld  h i story of human mass m igrations both with i n  and 
between nationa l  boundar ies .  Th is book provi des a g lor ious 
descr i ptive wea l th of when,  where, and to a lesser extent "why" 
mass m igrat ions have occu rred across the l argest and most pop­
u lous  regions of the p lanet earth over the span of the past m i l ­
l en n i u m .  I n  th i s  regard i t  may serve as a va l ued reference work 
for anyone cu r ious about the "b igger p ictu re" of m igrat ion flows; 
however, those seeki ng a s imp l ist ic theoretica l synthes i s  that 
wou ld  account  for the myriad patterns of human m igrat ions over 
the past m i l lenn i u m  wi l l  not be much gratif ied by Hoerder's 
tome.  As the author h igh l ights i n  h i s  i ntroductory chapter, 
h u man m igrat ion flows may be e i ther vo l u ntary or coerced and 
i n  e ither case must be v iewed i n  a soc io-h i storica l ly spec ifi c sys­
tems  context. 

Migration is here character ized as dr iven by a complex array 
of cu l tu ra l ,  po l i t ica l ,  econom ic, demograph ic  and eco log ica l  
forces that converge at any one p lace and t ime i n  h istory to 
shape m igrat ion patterns across the g lobe. Th is  fact does much 
to accou nt for the great length and sma l l  font of th i s  magnum 
opus.  But  make no m istake about i t, Cultures in Contact i s  a 
noteworthy p iece of scholar ly writ i ng summar iz i ng as it does a 
m i l l en n i u m  of i ntri cate patterns of m igratory flows. To ass i st the 
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reader i n  d igesti ng these i ntri cate m igrat ion patterns Hoerder has 
provided a welcome array of maps each correspond i ng to some 
specifi c  g loba l  region at some speci fi c  centu ry l ocation .  For 
example h i s  maps encompass an array of re l ig ious expu l s ions 
Uewish ,  H uguenot, Mus l i m, Hutter i te, Bohem ian ,  Pu r i tan) ,  
Gypsy m igrat ions, the trade emporia of the I nd ian  Ocean, over­
seas m igrat ions of i ndentu red and free As ian m igrants, Eu ropean 
m igrations to the Ameri cas, Afri can s l ave m igrat ions, and many 
more. Th roughout th i s  encyc loped ic  sca le  work there i s  a wea lth 
of astute commentary on the soc ia l  dynamics perti nent to a par­
t icu lar  m igratory episode. 

To the extent that the author exh i b its an etio logica l  prefer­
ence i n  exp la i n i ng the patterns of human m igrations that are 
identified, he tends to focus on the great importance that sh i ft ing 
g loba l l abor market needs have p layed in structu r ing popu lat ion 
sh i fts . I t  wou ld  be wrong, however, to i nfer from th is  that the 
author pays no attent ion to demograph ic, techno log ica l  and eco­
logica l  factors that have s ign if icant impact on wor ld  m igrat ion 
patterns. Nonetheless other scholars of m igrat ion h i story have 
given re l at ive ly  greater weight to ecologica l  and demograph ic  
factors i n  exp l a i n i ng why some regions o f  the wor ld  were noto­
r ious ly pro l i f ic senders of m igrants wh i le other regions of the 
wor ld produced consp icuous ly  few m igrants .  These sorts of fac­
tors are dea l t  with more i n  Thomas Sowel l 's Migrations and 
Cultures: A World View. Of cou rse it rema i ns true that Sowel l 's 
i ns ightfu l work focuses pr imar i ly  upon the most recent past two 
centu r ies. A l so, Jared D iamond's j ustly  acc la imed Guns, Germs 
and Steel accords a re lat ive ly  greater prom i nence to the ro le of 
demograph ic  and ecological  factors i n  wor ld  m igration patterns. 
As but one example, D iamond contends that the cu rrent demo­
graph i c  profi l e  of the Southern Afri can conti nent can on ly  be 
u nderstood as derivative of what he descri bes as "a geograph ic  
accident" . 

D i amond observes that the Khoisan peop les i nd igenous to 
the dr ier  parts of subequator ia l  Afr ica remai ned as h u nter-gath­
erers u n l i ke the Bantu-speaki ng Xhosa to the i r  north because the 
p lant  and an ima l  spec ies i nd igenous to these regions cou ld  not 
susta i n  an agrar ian l i festy le .  Th i s  in turn i s  i dentified as the 
u nder ly ing cause of the paucity of Khoisan popu l at ion in dra-
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matic contrast to the far more numerous and subsequent ly dom­
i nant Xhosa who gradua l l y  seized contro l  of the trad i t iona l  
Khoisan homelands .  D iamond i nforms us, though, that  the 
Xhosa's m igratory expans ion stopped at  the F ish R iver on South 
Afr ica's south coast. The reason for th i s  be i ng that the Bantu 
s ummer-ra i n  crops did not grow in th i s  region l eav i ng the Cape's 
Khoisan popu l at ion i n  contro l  of th i s  terr itory u nti l they were 
l ater d i sp laced by the i nvad i ng Dutch sett lers of the 1 7th 
Centu ry. Overa l l  Hoerder's work may be characterized as an  
eclecti c b lend of  h istory, soc io logy and econom ics.  G iven the 
vast scope of his book i t  i s  u nderstandab le  that he i s  often forced 
to sk im over the cu l tu ra l  dynam ics that are re levant to a fu l l er  
u nderstand i ng of m igratory profi l es .  Sti l l  the reader cannot he lp  
but  to  l eave the  work with an en l ightened sense of  the  " i nter­
connectedness" of the many ethn ica l ly d iverse popu l at ions of 
the h u man race. 

Reviewed by: Jac D. B u l k  
U n ivers i ty of Wi scons i n , La Crosse 

Claudia Koonz. The Nazi Conscience. (Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 2003). 362 pp.,  $29.95 cloth . 

As the author observed i n  th i s  engag ing work, the expres­
s ion  "Nazi  consc ience" is not an oxymoron .  Naz i  mora l i ty, p ro­
found l y  ethn i c  in natu re, sharp ly  defi ned those accepted and 
rejected as  members of  the  German Vol k. C laud ia  Koonz 
descr ibes wi th  great c la r i ty the emergence of  an "ethn i c  fu nda­
menta l i sm" supported by numerous "ethnocrats" u nder the Th i rd 
Re ich who, du r i ng the "normal years" of 1 933 - 1 93 9, advanced 
decided ly  rac ia l  and b io logica l  perspectives on ethn ic i ty ( 1 4 1 , 
2 1 7) .  Espec ia l ly  s ign if icant for our  u nderstand ing of Nazi  rac i a l  
po l i cy is  Koonz's exp lorat ion of German pub l i c  op i n ion,  much of 
wh ich reflected an abhorrence of Nazi bruta l i ty. What made the 
pol i cy of genoc ide poss ib le  was the rationa l i zation of ant i -Jewish 
measu res th rough a system of lega l measu res creati ng the 
"m i rage of l aw and order" ( 1 93 ) .  Thus, Nazi actions aga i nst the 
rac ia l  other cou ld  be lega l l y  j u stif ied and i n i ti a l ly  accepted by 

90 


