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Stephen F. Feraca, Wakinyan: Lakota Religion in the 

Twentieth Century. (Lincoln :  University of Nebraska 

Press, 1 998). xvi i ,  1 04 pp. cloth, $25.00. 

Ju l ian Rice. Before the Great Spirit: The Many Faces of 

Sioux Spirituality. (Albuquerque: University of New 

Mexico Press, 1 998). x i i i ,  1 75pp., cloth $45.00, paper 

$22.50. 

Each of these authors provides u n ique approaches and 
i ns ights concern i ng Lakota r itua l  and bel ief. J u l i an  R ice, a pro­
l i fi c wr iter on Lakota L i teratu re, attempts to reconstruct the 
essence of Lakota re l ig ion before Eu ropean contact wh i l e  Feraca, 
who l ogged long periods of i nteraction with Lakota peop le  on 
the P i ne R idge Reservation as a government employee and fie ld  
worker, provides an i ntricate portra i t  of  Lakota r i tua l  du r i ng  h i s 
ten u re on the P ine  Ridge reservat ion . They reach s im i l a r  bas ic  
u nderstand i ngs of  Lakota re l ig ious practice: the  importance of 
the acqu is i t ion of spi r i tua l  power, the pr imacy of k insh ip, the 
democrati c and char ismat ic natu re of i nd iv idua l  re l i gious  prac­
t ice that i s  ba lanced by communal  respons i b i l it i es, and the het­
erogeneity of Lakota be l ief and practice itse l f. 

R ice draws on a wide variety of h i stori ca l ,  l i terary, and nar­
rat ive texts to recover what he bel ieves to be the essence of 
Lakota bel ief before m iss ionary contact. H i s  stated goa l i s  " . . .  to 
try to he lp  the S ioux peop le remember who they were and what 
they can be" (5 ) .  I n  th i s  quest he cr itiques academ ic  study of 
Lakota re l ig ion as wel l  as New Age adoption of Lakota practi ces 
wh i le prov id i ng an academ ic  ana lys i s  of bel ief and ma i nta i n i ng 
the need for a l l  to learn from the Lakota . He a l so decr ies the 
"contami nation" of Lakota re l ig ion by Ch r ist ian concepts, advo­
cati ng for a pu r ism that stands at odds with Feraca's observat ions 
of the easy i nteract ion of the two bel ief systems. R ice works at 
h is reconstruction by ana lyz i ng the function of tr ickster figu res, 
the transform i ng ro les of heroes and warriors, the s ign if icance of 
th u nder bei ngs and water monsters, the importance of symbols, 
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and the ro le  of r i tua l s, sp i r i ts and games i n  generat ing and chan­
ne l i ng  spi r i tua l  power. He ho lds that Lakota re l ig ion i s  u lt imate­
ly about the here and now, contrast ing th i s  theo logy with h is 
own i mpress ions of Ch r ist ian i ty. Stress i ng  the heterogeneity of 
Lakota be l ief, R ice denou nces the heterodoxy that he be l ieves 
has crept i nto the scholar ly study of Lakota bel ief. U l t imate ly 
Lakota sp i r i tua l i ty, accord i ng to Ri ce, i s  about i ndependence, 
competi t ion,  and i rreverence. The author sees the ro le of the 
warr ior as protect ing that be l ief. 

Wh i le R ice uses centra l symbol s  to reconstruct the origi na l  
face of  Lakota re l ig ion,  Feraca considers near-contemporary r itu­
als and r itua l  objects in presenti ng his portra i t  of Lakota re l ig ion . 
Th is  work, essenti a l ly  a revi sed repub l ication of the author's 
1 963 Wakinya: ContempQrary Teton Dakota Religion, presents 
a l ively  and engagi ng portra it of Lakota r itua l  l i fe du ri ng the 
author's fie l d  exper iences from 1 954-1 962 . Wh i le th i s  work was 
contemporary twenty-s ix years ago, the author uses footnotes, an 
essentia l  part of th i s  work, to br i ng h is  observat ions up  to the 
present. Begi n n i ng with a bas ic  h i story of the Lakota, the author 
then carefu l ly exam i nes a variety of Lakota r itua l s :  Sun Dance, 
Vi s ion Quest, Sweat Lodge, Yuwip i ,  Peyotism, and a number of 
heal i ng ceremon ies .  The author combi nes scho lar ly  research 
with v iv id storyte l l i ng that br i ngs to l i fe h i s  descr ipt ions .  Most 
adm i rab le is h i s  chapter on herbal ism wh ich focuses on the ro le 
of women in hea l i ng, a perspective qu i te u n ique for the ti me 
when the work was written .  Although th i s  ed it ion has fewer pho­
tographs than the or ig i na l  pub l i cation, i ts redrawn i l l ustrat ions 
and added b ib l iography are he lpfu l .  

L i ke R ice, Feraca recogn izes the i ndependence, creativity, 
and char ismat ic natu re of Lakota r itua l  practice and yet does not 
s i t  eas i ly  with certa i n  i n novat ions .  Feraca states i n  a footnote : 
"True yuwip i  spec i a l i sts are rare i n  the 1 990s . . .  " (90, n .4) and 
confesses m isgivi ngs i n  h is  conc l us ion as to the proper conti nu ­
ance o f  authenti c Lakota re l ig ious l i fe (83 ) .  Wh i le Feraca stress­
es that Lakota re l ig ion is dynam ic, that past forms of r i tua l  and 
be l ief can be, and i n  fact are, re i ntroduced and transformed by 
way of the d reams and v is ions of i nd iv idua l  pract it ioners, neither 
he nor R ice suggest mechan isms to separate authent ic versus 
spur ious sp i r i tua l  i n novat ion .  Both works give r ise to an i nter-
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esti ng hermenut ica l  d i lemma:  What beari ng does the recovery 
and i nterpretat ion of past practices or the re l ig ious configu ration 
of a spec ifi c t ime period have on contemporary re l ig ious pract ice 
and who has the r ight to make these recoveries and eva l uat ions 
both from with i n  and outs ide of the group? Th is  i s  an i mportant 
cons i derat ion for ethn i c  stud ies, and wh i le neither work so lves 
the issue, both certa i n ly engage active ly i n  the question and the 
process of d i scern i ng and perhaps defi n i ng re l ig ious essences. 

Reviewed by: Raymond A. B ucko 
Le Moyne Co l lege 

Hoerder, Di rk. Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in 

the Second Millennium (Durham: Duke University Press, 

2002). 779 pp., $85.00 cloth. 

Cultures in Contact i s  an amb it ious tome of the annotated 
wor ld  h i story of human mass m igrations both with i n  and 
between nationa l  boundar ies .  Th is book provi des a g lor ious 
descr i ptive wea l th of when,  where, and to a lesser extent "why" 
mass m igrat ions have occu rred across the l argest and most pop­
u lous  regions of the p lanet earth over the span of the past m i l ­
l en n i u m .  I n  th i s  regard i t  may serve as a va l ued reference work 
for anyone cu r ious about the "b igger p ictu re" of m igrat ion flows; 
however, those seeki ng a s imp l ist ic theoretica l synthes i s  that 
wou ld  account  for the myriad patterns of human m igrat ions over 
the past m i l lenn i u m  wi l l  not be much gratif ied by Hoerder's 
tome.  As the author h igh l ights i n  h i s  i ntroductory chapter, 
h u man m igrat ion flows may be e i ther vo l u ntary or coerced and 
i n  e ither case must be v iewed i n  a soc io-h i storica l ly spec ifi c sys­
tems  context. 

Migration is here character ized as dr iven by a complex array 
of cu l tu ra l ,  po l i t ica l ,  econom ic, demograph ic  and eco log ica l  
forces that converge at any one p lace and t ime i n  h istory to 
shape m igrat ion patterns across the g lobe. Th is  fact does much 
to accou nt for the great length and sma l l  font of th i s  magnum 
opus.  But  make no m istake about i t, Cultures in Contact i s  a 
noteworthy p iece of scholar ly writ i ng summar iz i ng as it does a 
m i l l en n i u m  of i ntri cate patterns of m igratory flows. To ass i st the 
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