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Allergic Skin Diseases

Preface

Allergic Skin Diseases

Peck Y. Ong, MD Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier, MD
Editors

The current issue on Allergic Skin Diseases aims to provide a collection of practical
tools for clinicians in their management of common allergic skin diseases, such as
atopic dermatitis and urticaria. These tools include differential diagnosis, measure-
ment of severity, evaluation of triggers, and treatments for severe cases and complica-
tions. Drs Gaudinski and Milner provided their insight on the pathogenesis and
differential diagnosis of atopic dermatitis and urticaria based on a monogenetic
approach of primary immunodeficiency conditions. A practical pictorial guide for the
differential diagnosis of atopic dermatitis was delivered by Drs Barrett and Luu.
Dr Weller and colleagues and Drs Thijs, de Bruin-Weller, and Hijnen contributed with
updated reviews on the clinical measures and biomarkers for chronic urticaria and
atopic dermatitis, respectively. Infectious triggers and complications of atopic derma-
titis were discussed by Drs Glatz, Bosshard, and Schmid-Grendelmeier, and Drs Sun
and Ong. Drs Bulkhi, Cooke, and Casale summarized the use of biologics in chronic
urticaria, whereas Dr Kido-Nakahara and colleagues and Drs Nicol and Boguniewicz
provided a concise review of potential anti-itch medications and a practical guide on
wet wrap therapy for atopic dermatitis, respectively. In addition, this issue includes
other allergic skin diseases and related conditions that are commonly encountered
by primary physicians and allergists, including allergic contact dermatitis (Dr Kostner
and colleagues), mastocytosis (Drs Schuch and Brockow), drug allergy (Drs
Zalewska-Janowska, Spiewak, and Kowalski), angioedema (Drs Bas and Dreyfus),
and food allergy (Dr Tam). These authors share their perspectives from Europe and
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the United States on each topic. We hope that this issue will add to the clinicians’
armamentarium in their day-to-day management of these diseases.
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