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1 Introduction

Mobility is often considered as constraining local income redistribution in a federal sys-

tem. The tax competition literature generally argues that local redistribution is impossi-

ble or at least di�cult to implement if the population is mobile, as rich taxpayers evade

high tax jurisdictions by moving to low tax jurisdictions. Nevertheless, the majority of

high-income countries are organized as federations, where subnational jurisdictions are

endowed with a certain level of autonomy concerning local taxes and redistribution.

In this paper, we ask which factors play a role for the functioning of local redistri-

bution and whether a substantial amount of local redistribution is feasible despite the

mobility of taxpayers. To this aim we analyze an equilibrium model of local income tax-

ation, where taxpayers di�er with respect to income and their degree of mobility. Part

of the population can move freely between jurisdictions. Taxes are determined endoge-

nously by voting and are used for redistribution in form of a lump-sum grant to every

taxpayer. Thus, our model incorporates two equilibrium concepts: a locational and a

political equilibrium. In the locational equilibrium every taxpayer is content with the

tax-grant package in the chosen jurisdiction and does not want to move. In the political

equilibrium tax rates are determined by inequality (median to mean ratio) in the juris-

diction. These two equilibrium concepts have been found to produce so called "income

strati�cation" patterns (see e.g. Epple and Romer (1991), Hansen and Kessler (2001)

or Schmidheiny (2006b)), which means that taxpayers sort themselves into jurisdictions

according to income. In a strati�ed equilibrium taxpayers with the highest income live

in low tax jurisdictions, taxpayers with middle income in medium tax jurisdictions, etc.

Strati�cation does not mean that there is no redistribution at all. Di�erences between

tax rates and thus redistribution arise endogenously through voting. Depending on how

large the di�erences between jurisdictional tax rates become, the less redistribution is

feasible between the rich and the poor.

We contribute to the growing literature on strati�cation by introducing the degree

of mobility explicitely into the redistribution model. This allows us to determine the

inuence of the degree of mobility on income strati�cation and thus on redistribution.

Furthermore, the model helps to show which groups of individuals may or may not pro�t

from income strati�cation. Our analysis yields three important results.

First, it predicts that if the general level of mobility is low, strati�cation cannot arise

because rich taxpayers will be too unequal between each other relative to the group of

poorer taxpayers. In this case voting does not lead to a lower tax rate in the jurisdiction

where the rich live than elsewhere. This result is in the spirit of Hansen and Kessler

(2001) who argue that tax havens only arise in small countries as there is less inequality
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between the super rich than between super rich and medium rich.

Second, we �nd that if only part of the population is immobile, income strati�cation

arises. The intuition is that there is more inequality and thus redistribution in the

jurisdiction where the poor decide to live when some rich individuals are unable to

move. The immobile rich are exploited by the poor mobile taxpayers in the high tax

jurisdiction. The groups that pro�t from this kind of income strati�cation are mobile

individuals, but also the rich immobile in the low tax jurisdiction and the poor immobile

in the high tax jurisdiction. The rich immobile in the high tax jurisdiction loose when

compared to a situation where everyone is mobile because they now have to pay higher

taxes which they cannot escape. The poor immobile living in the low tax jurisdiction

also loose because they obtain lower grants and have to pay higher rents. Note that very

high levels of immobility logically lead to less income strati�cation as only few people

move so that tax rates become rather similar. Thus our model predicts a non-linear

(hump shaped) pattern between mobility and income strati�cation which may help to

explain empirically often insigni�cant results and signs when analyzing the relationship

between inequality and redistribution (see B�enabou (2002) for a review).

Third, we analyze the inuence of existing aggregate income inequality in the regional

economy (a region consisting of several separate jurisdictions) on the income strati�cation

between local jurisdictions. We �nd that if aggregate inequality is high there is always a

strati�cation outcome. Intuitively, a higher aggregate income inequalty increases ex-ante

di�erences between jurisdictions and makes strati�cation more likely for every degree of

mobility.

These three theoretical results suggest that local income redistribution in a federal

system is only e�ective if aggregate income inequality is not too high and mobility is

either relatively high or relatively low.

The paper is structured as follows. The next section discusses how our contribution is

related to the existing literature. Section 3 describes the model of local redistribution. In

Section 4 we formally analyze the equilibrium of the model and derive the main results.

Section 5 concludes.

2 Related Literature

In his seminal paper Tiebout (1956) (later formalized by Ellickson (1971) and criticized

by Epple and Zelenitz (1981)) argues that a decentralized system of taxation and public

goods provision allows citizens to "shop among jurisdictions" according to their prefer-

ence. A phenomenon that is known as "Tiebout sorting". Empirically, Oates (1969) �nds

evidence for Tiebout sorting, whereas Pollakowski (1973) shows that his initial results
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are not very robust. More recently Rhode and Strumpf (2003) �nd that heterogeneity of

public goods across communities decreases over time which is against the predictions of

an extended Tiebout model. The later theoretical literature therefore deviates explicitely

from the assumptions of the Tiebout model to test its robustness (see e.g. Tiebout-like

models incoporating an explicit voting process like Westho� (1977), Westho� (1979) or

with an explicit land market like Rose-Ackerman (1979) and Bucovetsky (1982)).

More recently, it has become quite standard to combine an explicit voting process

with a migrational decision �a la Tiebout to obtain a general equilibrium approach. In

this approach, individuals typically move to a preferred jurisdiction in a �rst stage and

there is majority voting over �scal policy and taxes in a second stage. When moving

individuals foresee the outcome of majority voting in the second stage, such that once

an equilibrium is reached, they have no further incentive to move. The present paper

follows such an approach and we consider a model of income taxation. In contrast, a

lot of authors analyze models of property taxation which is the dominant form of local

public �nance in the US (see Epple, Filimon, and Romer (1984), Epple, Filimon, and

Romer (1993), Nechyba (1997) or Epple and Platt (1998)). Epple and Romer (1991)

analyze the inuence of a special aspect of mobility in a setting with property taxation.

More speci�cally they di�erentiate between two main cases: (1) a model where there are

only renters who rent houses from absentee landlords and (2) a model with homeowners

who consider also the capital gains or losses they will incur as a result of a change in the

net-of-tax price of housing induced by a change in the level of redistributive taxation.

The conditions for the existence of an equilibrium of the model are the same in both

cases, but an owner with a given endowed income will prefer a lower level of redistributive

taxation than a renter with the same income.

Despite the frequent focus on property taxation, there are some notable exceptions

that analyze general equilibrium models of local public good provision with income taxa-

tion (see Goodspeed (1986), Goodspeed (1989), Hansen and Kessler (2001), Kessler and

L�ulfesmann (2005) and Schmidheiny (2006b)). Those contributions all have a slightly

di�erent focus to ours in the sense that they do not analyze the inuence of di�erent de-

grees of mobility on strati�cation. Goodspeed (1986) and Goodspeed (1989) derives the

conditions for existence of an equilibrium in a metropolitan model with income taxation,

congestible public goods and a housing market. He also estimates the welfare loss from

changing from a head tax to a proportional income tax. However, he does not consider

the inuence of di�erent mobility patterns. Hansen and Kessler (2001) focus on explain-

ing the existence of tax havens depending on the size of a country (or jurisdiction). They

show that if there is a jurisdiction of a very small size which can accomodate the most

a�uent individuals, a strati�cation equilibrium can arise. In Hansen and Kessler (2001)
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the decisive characteristic of a jurisdiction which leads to strati�cation of individuals

with respect to income is the di�erence in country (or jurisdictional) size, whereas in our

setting the fraction of the non-mobile population plays a similar crucial role. Alterna-

tively, Kessler and L�ulfesmann (2005) show that strati�cation equilibria can be due to

di�erent preferences for public goods. Finally, analyzing a richer model where individuals

di�er in both income and preferences for housing, Schmidheiny (2006b) derives imper-

fect income segregation. All these contributions, like ours, show the possible existence

of strati�cation equilibria. However the approach presented in this paper is di�erent as

it is the fraction of immobile individuals which matters for strati�cation to occur. This

paper consequently extends existing work on income strati�cation equilibria in models

with income taxation.

Similarly to Epple and Romer (1991) and Hansen and Kessler (2001) we analyze a

purely redistributive setting without considering a public good which could enter the util-

ity function explicitely. Grossmann (2002) argues that the distinction between a purely

redistributive setting versus a public goods setting matters in models of majority voting

because the consequences for the nature of the link between inequality and redistribu-

tion (or the size of government) di�er between those settings. In a redistributive setting

higher income inequality leads to more redistribution in equilibrium, whereas in a public

goods setting a higher income inequality may lead to less redistribution. Empirically, the

relationship between income inequality and redistribution has been investigated by many

authors with rather inconclusive results (see, among others, Perotti (1994) or Persson

and Tabellini (1994)). B�enabou (2002) presents a review of the results of this strand

of literature and �nds that "the results are rather disappointing: the e�ect of income

distribution on transfers and taxes is rarely signi�cant, and its sign varies from one study

or even one speci�cation to another."1 However, some studies �nd evidence in favor of

the redistributive setting (see e.g. Milanovic (2000) or Perotti (1996)). Being aware of

the criticism we still opt for a redistributive setting, as our main interest is to assess the

implications of mobility on taxation and on opportunities for income redistribution via

grants.

We look at jurisdictions in a metropolitan area centered around a big city, where all

individuals go to work in the same place but live in di�erent jurisdictions. Therefore,

we neglect possible e�ects coming from local productivity di�erences which would be

important when looking at jurisdictions on a higher level such as countries. (Productivity

di�erences are taken into account in models of spatial asset pricing, see e.g. Ortalo-Magn�e

and Prat (2008)). Furthermore, we look at a static model which does not allow for growth

and human capital accumulation (e�ects which are analyzed in recent contributions such

1See B�enabou (2002), p. 24.
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as B�enabou (1996a), B�enabou (1996b), B�enabou (1996c), Glomm and Laguno� (1999),

Fern�andez and Rogerson (1998) or Epple, Romano, and Sieg (2009)). Given our focus

on redistributive government expenditures we leave such considerations out as they are

especially interesting when analyzing schooling expenditures and public investments.

One main implication of our model is that in equilibrium individuals may be strat-

i�ed with respect to income classes. In the empirical literature we indeed �nd some

evidence for income strati�cation patterns. Using data from US federal states, Bakija

and Slemrod (2004) show that wealthy retirees try to avoid high state taxes by changing

their state of residence. For the special case of Switzerland, where cantons and also

communities enjoy a relatively high tax autonomy Pommerehne, Kirchg�assner, and Feld

(1996) and Feld and Kirchg�assner (2001) �nd evidence for some income strati�cation

due to di�erences in taxes. However, Liebig and Sousa-Poza (2006) analyze micro data

and do not �nd signi�cant tax-induced migration in Switzerland. Br�ulhart and Jametti

(2006) analyze the existence of vertical versus horizontal tax externalities and �nd that

the former dominate the latter, which might be evidence for tax competition between

communities and cantons. These studies deserve credit for showing that tax di�erences

and strati�cation occur, when jurisdictions enjoy �scal autonomy and they show to what

extent empirically individuals react to such tax di�erences by migration. However, they

assume that tax rates are set exogenously by a local government (benevolent or not).

It is not a priori clear how such results have to be interpreted when taxes are set en-

dogenously, as for example by a voting process where the residents have to decide for

some political candidate who proposes a certain tax policy (as in the case of majority

voting). Thus, more recently, a lot of authors attempted to structurally estimate or

calibrate equilibrium models of local jurisdictions where voting is endogenous (see Epple

and Sieg (1999), Epple, Romer, and Sieg (2001), Bayer, McMillan, and Rueben (2004),

Bajari and Kahn (2005), Sieg, Smith, Banzhaf, and Walsh (2002), Sieg, Smith, Banzhaf,

and Walsh (2004), Ferreyra (2007), Ferreira (2004) and for Switzerland Schmidheiny

(2006a)). These contributions generally �nd strong evidence for income strati�cation

between local jurisdictions.

The focus of our paper is on the inuence of mobility patterns on taxation and re-

distribution. Therefore, we also contribute to the part of the literature which makes

predictions about the inuence of the degree of mobility on local taxation and the possi-

bility of redistributive policies at the local level. In the "race-to-the-bottom" literature

a higher mobility typically leads to lower taxes and less redistribution (see Brueckner

(2000)). Empirical studies analyzing whether this breakdown of the welfare state really

occurs yield di�erent results. Brown and Oates (1985) and Feldstein and Wrobel (1998)

�nd evidence for tax avoidance in the US similar to the one presented above and thus
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argue that redistribution should be taken out by the central government only. However,

for Switzerland Feld (2000) �nds that a considerable amount of redistribution takes

place at the local level despite high mobility of tax payers and strong tax competition.

Alternatively, Lee (2007) presents a political-support approach to redistribution in a

federation, which leads to a di�erent conclusion than the standard "race to the bottom"

models. He �nds that depending on the cost of housing (which is equivalent to mobility

costs in his model), mobility may increase or decrease income redistribution.

Our theoretical model helps to show which groups with di�erent degrees of mobility

may or may not pro�t from income strati�cation and our analysis predicts a non-linear

pattern between mobility and income strati�cation (redistribution) which may serve as

a possible explanation for rather inconsistent empirical results.

3 The Model

We look at a system of integrated and independent jurisdictions denoted j = 1; :::; J in

an economy, all having the same size. The jurisdictions are politically independent in the

sense that each jurisdiction determines �scal policy in an autonomous way. We choose

a setting similar to recent contributions on strati�cation such as Hansen and Kessler

(2001) or Kessler and L�ulfesmann (2005). But di�erent from them, in our economy

jurisdictions distinguish themselves only by the fraction of mobile individuals.

We develop a model of redistribution to analyze the interaction between mobility, the

economy's income inequality, and political decisions on redistributive taxes. The most

important elements of the model are: (1) Individuals are heterogeneous with respect to

income so that there is a redistributional issue. (2) A jurisdiction's budget must balance.

(3) Migration is costless for the group of mobile individuals, i.e. in equilibrium mobile

persons must be unable to improve their positions by moving. (4) After settlement in a

speci�c jurisdictions, political decisions are determined by majority voting.

Denote the two groups of individuals in the economy by M for mobile and I for

immobile. The part of the immobile population in the economy is expressed as �. Each

individual i, irrespective of its group membership, earns an exogenous income yi which

can be interpreted as location independent labor income. Each individual has to rent a

unit of housing from competitive absentee landlords to gain the right to live and vote in

a jurisdiction. Rents in jurisdiction j are denoted as rj. Housing demand is normalized

to unity. The utility V of an individual i is assumed to be linear in consumption ci.

Individuals in jurisdiction j have to pay proportional income taxes tj on their income y
i

and receive a (basic income) grant gj from the local government.
2 The budget constraint

2We might introduce local public good provision instead of pure redistribution. In this case the
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of individual i in jurisdiction j is thus

yi + gj = c
i + yitj + rj;

and indirect utility of individual i is equal to net income minus the rent

V (yi; tj; gj; rj) = (1� tj)yi + gj � rj:

In the economy income is distributed across all individuals according to the distri-

bution function F (y) with density f(y) > 0 and support [0;max y]. Individuals in each

group (M) and (I) have the same distribution of income. In every jurisdiction, the in-

come distribution for immobile individuals is given by f I(y). The income distribution

for mobile individuals for each jurisdiction j emerges endogenously after migration and

is denoted fMj (y). We normalize each jurisdiction's size in the economy to unity. Con-

sequently, � represents the percentage of immobile individuals (I) in each jurisdiction.

From the viewpoint of mobile individuals, the part of immobile individuals � determines

the "size" of the jurisdiction for them. Changes in average and median incomes de-

pend on the part of the mobile as well as the immobile population. Therefore, in our

setting, the part of immobile individuals has potentially di�erent implications than a

jurisdiction's size in the model of Hansen and Kessler (2001). To insure that rents in

each jurisdiction of the economy are fully determined even when the population size in

each jurisdiction is �xed, we suppose that competitive absentee landlords underbid each

other in the jurisdiction with the lowest mean income. More speci�cally, in the jurisdic-

tion with the lowest mean income rents must equal the break-even price r for absentee

landlords.3

To focus on political motives for government and individual behavior, we abstract

from allocative reasons for public spending and assume that jurisdictions raise income

taxes for redistributive purposes only. The government has a redistribution policy in the

sense that it confers the same basic income or grant gj to every individual in the jurisdic-

tion. Proportional income taxes tj �nance the grant gj. This "ability to pay principle" is

a common approximation of the progressive tax systems in use. A jurisdiction's budget

preference for public goods would play a role. Instead, we opt for a purely redistributive setting,
because the focus of our paper is the inuence of mobility and not the inuence of di�erent preferences
for public goods.

3Technically we could also assume that there is an oversupply of houses.
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must balance and thus the budget constraint is

(tj �
1

2
t2j)

max yZ
0

ydFj = gj:

where Fj denotes the endogenous measure of individuals with income y living in juris-

diction j such that average income in jurisdiction j can be expressed as �yj =
R max y
0

ydFj.

The budget constraint equates local income tax revenues minus costs of raising public

funds. The term (tj � 1
2
t2j) outlines a concave per capita La�er-curve. Taxation is costly

with costs taking the form t2j=2 for simplicity. We assume that the jurisdictions all have

the same e�ciency in redistribution, i.e. the same costs of taxation.4 Because of the

binding budget constraint we can solve for the grant gj, which is then determined by the

chosen tax rate

gj =

�
tj �

1

2
t2j

�
�yj: (1a)

4 Equilibrium Analysis

The equilibrium of the model is determined in two steps:

1. Mobile individuals choose the jurisdiction to live in which results in the locational

equilibrium.

2. All individuals in a jurisdiction cast their votes which results in the voting equilib-

rium.

When backward solving the model we look at the voting equilibrium �rst. Given the

conditions resulting from the voting equilibrium we analyze the locational equilibrium.

Every voter i maximizes his indirect utility with respect to the tax rate and the basic

income grant given the budget constraint, i.e.

max
t
(1� tj)yi + (tj �

1

2
t2j)�yj � rj

Solving the individual maximization problem for tax rates leads to tj = 1� yi

yj
. In the

unique majority voting equilibrium the tax choice of the median voter is implemented,

i.e.

4As incomes are exogenous and pure redistribution is analyzed, the absence of costs of taxation would
allow for arbitrarily high tax rates. Deadweight losses of distortive taxation could also be introduced
more generally by endogenous labor supply. This would mainly complicate the analysis without changing
the qualitative results and providing additional insights.
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t�j = 1�
ymj
yj
; (2)

and the level of redistribution in equilibrium is given by g�j =
1
2

y2j�(ymj )
2

yj
. Redistribution

will be higher in jurisdictions with high mean income and lower in jurisdictions with

a high median income. The political choice by the median voter determines the �scal

package of taxes and grants (t�j ; g
�
j ).

Given the equilibrium tax rate we can determine the locational equilibrium of how

the population locates over jurisdictions. In a locational equilibrium a mobile individual

i must be indi�erent beween jurisdictions. If individual i decides to settle in jurisdiction

j his/her utility must be greater or equal in jurisdictions j than in any other jurisdiction

denoted �j, i.e. V (yi; tj; gj; rj) > V (yi; t�j; g�j; r�j): More precisely:

De�nition 1 An equilibrium in the economy is de�ned as an income distribution of

mobile individuals in each jurisdiction fM
�

j (y), a �scal policy package (t�j ; g
�
j ) and rental

fees r�j for all j = 1; :::; J , such that (1) no mobile individual with income yi living

in j has an incentive to move to another jurisdiction �j, that is, V (yi; t�j ; g�j ; r�j ) >
V (yi; t�j; g�j; r�j) and (2) tax rates t

�
j = 1�

ymj
yj
reect the median voters choice in each

jurisdiction.

4.1 A symmetric equilibrium

First, we show that independent of the part of immobile individuals �, there always

exists a symmetric equilibrium in which all jurisdictions implement the same �scal policy

package, (tj; gj), and rents, rj, as well as average incomes, yj are the same across all

jurisdictions.

Suppose that the population is distributed symmetrically over all jurisdictions in the

economy such that in each jurisdiction the local income distribution of mobile individ-

uals is equal, i.e. fMj (y) = fM(y) for all j = 1; :::; J . This is equivalent to saying that

median and average incomes are the same in all jurisdictions, independent of the part of

the population that is immobile �. Therefore, tax rates and consequently also the level

of redistribution will be the same in each jurisdiction. The clearing of renting markets

implies that absentee landlords will set the same renting price denoted by r. Therefore

every mobile individual is indi�erent between jurisdictions and thus the presumed dis-

tribution fM(y) is an equilibrium outcome. The following Proposition summarizes this

�nding (all proofs are relegated to the Appendix5):

5An Appendix with all proofs is available upon request from the authors.
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Proposition 1 Independent of the part of immobile individuals � in the economy, a

symmetric equilibrium with identical �scal policies (tj; gj) = (t
�; g�), identical rents rj =

r, and identical average incomes �yj = �y in all jurisdictions j = 1; :::; J always exists.

4.2 An asymmetric equilibrium

Another possibility is that jurisdictions o�er di�erent tax-grant packages, i.e. (tj; gj) 6=
(th; gh) for j; h = 1; :::j� 1; j +1; :::; J and j 6= h. If (tj; gj) 6= (th; gh) mobile individuals
may sort themselves into di�erent jurisdictions: a phenomenon called "income strati�-

cation" in the literature. Strati�cation in this case depends on the part of the immobile

population as well as the income inequality measured as the ratio between median and

mean income.

To illustrate the possibility of such an asymmetric equilibrium, we focus for simplicity

on the case of two jurisdictions with (t1; g1) 6= (t2; g2). Suppose that jurisdiction j = 1
is a low tax (wealthy) jurisdiction, whereas jurisdiction j = 2 is a high tax (poor)

jurisdiction. In this case jurisdiction j = 1 must have a lower grant-rent di�erential, i.e.

(t1; g1 � r1) < (t2; g2 � r2), because otherwise all mobile individuals would like to live in
the jurisdiction with low taxes and a high grant-rent di�erential.

In an equilibrium both jurisdictions must be populated and there is no extra-space.

Thus, there must be a boundary individual with boundary income ~y who is just in-

di�erent between the two jurisdictions. If an income strati�cation equilibrium exists,

all mobile individuals with income y > ~y will live in the low tax (wealthy) jurisdiction

j = 1 and all mobile individuals with y � ~y will live in the high tax (poor) jurisdiction

j = 2. Equation (2) shows that if t1 < t2 we must have
ym1
y1
>

ym2
y2
. This implies that for

strati�cation to occur income inequality must be higher in the low tax jurisdiction, as

summarized by the following Lemma:

Lemma 1 A necessary condition for strati�cation is that income inequality, de�ned as

the ratio between median and mean income, is lower in the low tax jurisdiction.

In an income strati�cation equilibrium, the boundary individual with income ~y is the

mobile individual with the lowest income in jurisdiction j = 1 whereas in jurisdiction

j = 2 the individual with income ~y has the highest income among the mobile.

For the housing market to clear rents have to adjust such that exactly the fraction of

wealthiest mobile individuals, xM = 1� F (~y), wants to live in jurisdiction j = 1. Note
that xM depends on the immobile population � in both jurisdictions as they determine

how many people can live in each jurisdiction. In the case of two jurisdictions half

of the mobile individuals are considered wealthy while the other half are considered

11



poor. Consequenlty, the fraction of wealthiest mobile individuals equals xM = 1
2
and the

boundary income equals the economy's median income, i.e. ~y = F�1(1
2
) = ym.6 Given

the boundary income and a strati�cation equilibrium, the distribution of income, the

mean and the median incomes in the two jurisdictions look as follows:

Lemma 2 Let ~y be the boundary income. In a strati�cation equilibrium the distributions

of income in jurisdictions j = 1 and j = 2 are

G1(y) =

(
�F (y) y � ~y

(2� �)F (y)� (1� �) y > ~y
;

G2(y) =

(
(2� �)F (y) y � ~y

(1� �) + �F (y) y > ~y
:

The mean incomes in each jurisdiction are

�y1 = �

max yZ
0

yf(y)dy + 2(1� �)
max yZ
~y

yf(y)dy; (3)

�y2 = �

max yZ
0

yf(y)dy + 2(1� �)
~yZ
0

yf(y)dy; (4)

and the median incomes in each jurisdiction are

ym1 = F�1
�
1

2

3� 2�
2� �

�
(5)

ym2 = F�1
�
1

2

1

2� �

�
(6)

All further proofs and detailed derivations are relegated to the Appendix7. Note that

average incomes in j = 1 and j = 2 depend on the part of the immobile population

� and on the boundary income ~y, forming the lower respectively the upper bound of

the second integrals in (3) and (4). Median incomes (5) and (6) in both jurisdictions

only depend on the part of the immobile population. Given a strati�cation equilibrium,

increasing the part of immobile � in the economy "crowds out" rich renters from j = 1

to j = 2 thereby increasing the median voter's income ym2 . Similarly, increasing � in the

poor jurisdiction allows, ceteris paribus, relatively poor renters to live in j = 1 thereby

6Expressed di�erently, the fraction of wealthiest mobile individuals is equal to the remaining space
in the low tax jurisdiction divided by the number of mobile from the economy's population, i.e. xM =
1��

2���� =
1
2 .

7An Appendix with all proofs is available upon request from the authors.
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reducing ym1 .

As the mean and the median incomes in both jurisdiction depend on the part of

immobile in the economy, equilibrium tax rates also depend on �, i.e. t�1(�) = 1�
ym1 (�)

�y1(�)

and t�2(�) = 1 � ym2 (�)

�y2(�)
. By the government budget constraint the grant is determined

as a function of �, i.e. g�j (�) =
�
t�j(�)� 1

2
t�2j (�)

�
�yj. How will rents be determined in

equilibrium? To see this consider the mobile individual with boundary income ~y who is

indi�erent beween jurisdiction j = 1 and j = 2, i.e.

V (t�1(�); g
�
1(�)� r1; ~y) = V (t�2(�); g

�
2(�)� r2; ~y)

(1� t�1(�))~y + g�1(�)� r�1 = (1� t�2(�))~y + g�2(�)� r�2:

Note that r�2 will be equal to the minimum rent r as absentee landlords only compete

for renters in the high tax jurisdiction.8 Thus, we have

r�1 � r = (t�2(�)� t�1(�))~y + g�1(�)� g�2(�) > 0

This equation shows that a strati�cation equilibrium is fully determined by the part of

the immobile population in the economy, �. Furthermore, it is logical that a strati�cation

equilibrium can only exist, if the jurisdiction that we posited to be low tax (wealthy) in

the beginning really exhibits lower taxes in equilibrium (a more detailed derivation can

be found in the Appendix9):

Proposition 2 A strati�cation equilibrium exists if and only if t�2(�) > t
�
1(�), i.e. � is

such that the equilibrium tax rate in the poor jurisdiction is higher.

One might be tempted to think that there is always a strati�cation equilibrium for

any �: If taxes in jurisdiction j = 1 are higher than in jurisdiction j = 2, jurisdiction

j = 2 might simply accommodate rich mobile individuals. This intuition is misleading,

because the migration could change the outcome of the voting processes, such that taxes

in jurisdiction 2 become higher relative to taxes in jurisdiction 1. Not every � can lead to

a strati�cation equilibrium. The key intuition is that a low fraction of immobile people

makes it more di�cult for rich individuals to �nd a tax haven where inequality is low

enough to achieve low tax rates in the voting process as shown in the following example:

Example 1 Suppose � = 0 (or close to zero), meaning that virtually everyone in the

population is mobile and the distribution of income is uniform but di�erent over three

8Note that technically there is an in�nitesimally small oversupply of houses such that rents in juris-
diction 2 are determined, similar to the symmetric case. For notational simplicity we omit it from the
formulas.

9An Appendix with all proofs is available upon request from the authors.
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parts of the support, so that it is skewed to the right in a very stylized way:

f(y) =

8><>:
1
2
for 0 � y � 1

3
8
for 1 < y � 2

1
8
for 2 < y � 3

There is some baseline inequality in the economy as �y = 9
8
> ym = 1. Suppose individuals

were strati�ed, such that the richest half lives in jurisdiction 1 and the poorest half lives

in jurisdiction 2. The boundary income in this case is ~y = ym = 1. This implies for

median incomes, mean incomes and thus for the tax rates in both jurisdictions:

ym1 =
5

3
, �y1 =

7

4
) t�1 =

1

21

ym2 =
1

2
, �y2 =

1

2
) t�2 = 0

Thus, the tax rate in jurisdiction 2 (poor jurisdiction) is lower. Figure 1 Panel A shows

the densities that would result for the two communities in this case. Intuitively the rich

would like to go in jurisdiction 2, but if all the rich go in this jurisdiction the voting

process will again yield a tax rate like in jurisdiction 1 now. The rich are unable to

gather in one of the jurisdictions and agree about a low tax rate because the inequality

between them is higher than the inequality between the poor. For � = 0 a stati�cation

equilibrium cannot exist.

Now suppose everything that one third of the population is immobile (� = 1
3
). Under

the same assumptions we obtain:

ym1 =
23

15
, �y1 =

37

24
) t�1 =

1

185

ym2 =
3

5
, �y2 =

17

24
) t�2 =

13

85

Tax rates in the rich jurisdiction are now lower than in the poor jurisdiction so that

nobody wants to change his location ex-post. Figure 1 Panel B shows the densities that

would result for the two communities when � = 1
3
. The gray areas represent the part of the

population that is not mobile and therefore those areas are the same in both communities.

The resulting inequality after migration is lower in the rich jurisdiction and thus the tax

rate will be lower there. Income strati�cation constiutes an equilibrium.
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Figure 1: Existence of Strati�cation Equilibria: A simple Example

This example illustrates the potential role that mobility can play for the existence of

income strati�cation equilibria. Hansen and Kessler (2001) noted that if jurisdictions do

not have the same size and one jurisdiction is "small enough" then it is possible for the

rich to gather there and agree on a tax rate that is lower than in the "big" jurisdiction,

where inequality will be higher.10 Here, we note that even if the jurisdicitons all have

10The inuence of the degree of mobility in our model can be compared to the e�ect of the geographical
size in Hansen and Kessler (2001). They show that there is some threshold geographical size of a
jurisdiction or country such that if there is at least one jurisdiction with this size or a lower size, a
strati�cation equilibrium exists, independent of the precise distribution of income. Here, in this model,
the distribution of income as well as the degree of mobility matters for the existence of a strati�cation
equilibrium.
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the same size, the fact that part of the population is not mobile can lead to income

strati�cation.

If part of the population is immobile � > 0, there is much more inequality in the

jurisdiction where the poor decide to live, because some rich individuals there are not

able to move. Those immobile rich will be exploited by the poor mobile taxpayers. For

the mobile rich individuals the situation could possibly be even better than if everyone

was mobile, because they can separate in a low tax jurisdiction and pay less taxes. The

poor immobile living in the rich jurisdiction are probably also worse o�, because they

obtain less grants and have to pay higher rents. Finally, the general level of mobility is

too low, strati�cation cannot arise, because rich individuals will be too unequal between

each other relative to a the group of poor individuals.

4.3 The relationship between mobility and income strati�ca-

tion

An interesting question is now: For what values of the fraction of immobile in the popu-

lation, �, does a strati�cation equilibrium exist? Unfortunately, it is not possible to show

for which � a strati�cation equilibrium exists without assuming a speci�c income distri-

bution function. We propose to assume that income is distributed lognormally across

individuals. This assumption implies that the distribution of incomes is bounded below

and open above and that the biggest mass of individuals have relatively low incomes.11

It turns out that the part of immobile individuals � in the economy and the economy's

income inequality both have a distinguishible e�ect on the existence of a strati�cation

equilibrium. Given certain level of income inequality reected by the parameter � for

the lognormal distribution12, we can de�ne a treshold ~� for the part of the immobile

population implicitly:

Proposition 3 For any given �nite parameter � for the lognormal distribution, there is

a unique threshold for the degree of mobility ~� implicitly de�ned by

t2 � t1 =
1

exp
�
�2

2

�  exp ��p2 erf�1 �1��2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] �
exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

!
(7)

= 0:

11As income distributions are usually skewed to the right the lognormal distribution has been found
to approximate true income distributions quite closely and has been applied as a reasonably good
characterization by other authors from the �eld (for example Epple and Romer 1991 and Hansen and
Kessler 2001 among others).
12Di�erent measures of inequality are increasing in � for the lognormal distribution, for example the

variance of income, V ar(y) = e�+�
2

(e�
2 � 1) or the ratio of mean income to median income, y

ym = e
�2

2 .
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If the part of the immobile population in the economy is lower than the threshold, i.e.

� < ~�, there is no strati�cation equilibrium. If the part of the immobile population

is higher than the threshold, i.e. � > ~�, there exists a strati�cation equilibrium, i.e.

t2 � t1 > 0.

Figure 2, Panel A shows that there is a threshold level of part of the immobile

population ~� (here ~� = 0:325 for � = 0:5) from which on the di�erence between the tax

rates is positive and thus a strati�cation equilibrium exists. At the left of this threshold

a strati�cation equilibrium cannot exist regardless in which of the two jurisdictions the

rich move as the jurisdiction in which the rich have moved will feature a higher inequality

and thus a higher tax rate.
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Figure 2: Relationship between the degree of mobility and the di�erence between tax

rates

If there is no strati�cation equilibrium, a natural question to raise is what happens

instead? From a theoretical standpoint it is clear: There is simply no stable equilib-

rium in the metropolitan area.13 Empirically, we would observe migration that proceeds

13Decentralized political and locational choice may not produce a stable equilibrium solution. Strat-
i�cation is not a general outcome of locational equilibrium models as contributions by Rose-Ackerman
(1979), Epple and Platt (1998), Hansen and Kessler (2001) show. Westho� (1977) constructs a model
with a pure public good and shows that equilibria income sorting equilibria can exist. Nechyba (1997)
states conditions for the equilibrium to be strati�ed
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uninterruptedly and frequent changes in tax rates.

4.4 The role of overall inequality

The overall variance of the income distribution among individuals plays a crucial role for

the threshold level ~�. Consider the four cases for � in Panel B of Figure 2. The higher

the initial variance in the income distribution the bigger is the range of possible values

for the part of the immobile population from which on a strati�cation equilibrium arises.

A numerical approximation of the threshold ~�; implicitely de�ned in Proposition 3, as a

function of the variance con�rms this �nding as shown in Figure 3.14

Figure 3: The Threshold Immobility

In the �gure we can see that as the variance � increases the threshold ~� becomes

smaller, that is even a small fraction of immobile individuals is already su�cient to lead

to a strati�cation equilibrium, if the overall variance in income is high. This can also be

shown formally as summarized by the following proposition:

Proposition 4 If � ! 1, there is always a strati�cation equilibrium independent of

the part of the immobile population in the economy.

Intuitively, a higher overall variance � translates also into a higher variance for indi-

vidual jurisdictions after migration as it also represents the variance in incomes in the

14The numerical approximation is done using a cubic-spline-approximation method. For more details
on function approximation methods see Judd (1998) or Miranda and Fackler (2002).
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immobile population which does not change. Because of the nature of the lognormal

distribution median income is not a�ected by �, but mean income is. Thus, inequality

rises but simultaneously average incomes rise.15 Intuitively, it is easier for the "poor" to

agree on a higher tax rate in the poor jurisdiction as here the mean has moved farther

away from the median (i.e. inequality has risen more dramatically), when the overall

variance is high. Moreover, in the rich jurisdiction, even a slightly lower tax rate has a

relatively large e�ect on individual welfare of inhabitants, as they are "very rich" (higher

mean income) compared to a situation where the overall variance is lower. But a slightly

lower tax rate has a relatively small e�ect on the grants, because the tax base is larger,

but not as much larger as the high incomes are. Thus, when the overall variance is

high, the social loss from a lower tax rate is smaller than the individual gain from it.

The result is that income strati�cation equilibria are more likely, when the overall mean

income is high relative to the median (as measured by �).

5 Conclusion

Di�erences in the degree of mobility between groups together with the overall regional

inequality can have important implications on local redistribution in a federal system.

Mobility itself is often seen as a constraint on local redistribution as it is usually believed

to undermine local income redistribution in federal systems, because rich taxpayers can

evade taxes by moving to "tax havens". Our main theoretical result suggests that even

though out-migration possibilities may a�ect the potential for redistribution, income

sorting in an asymmetric equilibrium (strati�cation) is not a general outcome and sig-

ni�cant local redistribution may be feasible even when people are mobile.

We analyze local redistribution in a political economy model where local governments

have tax-grant instruments, part of the population is mobile and voters are aware of

migration e�ects of taxes and grants. This setting allows us to focus explicitly on the

relationship between mobility, income inequality and redistribution. Our theoretical

model leads to three predictions: (1) When inequality in the economy is high di�erences

between inhabitants of local jurisdictions make strati�cation and thus low redistribution

levels a likely outcome which is itself independent of the degree of mobility. (2) When

part of the population is immobile, income sorting may arise as part of the rich immobile

are exploited by the poor mobile while the rich mobile may escape taxes. For high levels

of immobility strati�cation is less likely as only few people migrate and their inuence

on inequality is not su�ciently high. (3) Finally, despite high mobility, sorting may not

arise as rich taxpayers are too unequal between each other.

15For the lognormal distribution the mean is y = e�+
�2

2 for a parameters � and �.
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Summarizing our results, we �nd that local income redistribution in a federal system

is feasible if income inequality in the federation is not too high and mobility is not at an

intermediate degree.

However, one has to be cautious when drawing immediate political conclusions from

our results as we abstract certain institutional and political features of local jurisdictions

given our single focus on redistribution and mobility. For example, we look at a purely

redistributive setting instead of assuming a local public good which enters directly the

utility function and we abstract from a housing market. Another, interesting extension to

our current model would be to investigate a similar setting where mobility is endogenous

and depends, for example, on income or wealth. Additionally, it would be interesting to

include the long term decision of buying a house and thereby including possible capital

gains and losses to the house due to capitalization of redistributive policies. Furthermore

it would be very interesting to investigate empirically the relationship between mobility

and income strati�cation. All this is left to future research.

6 Appendix (Proofs)

Proof of Lemma 2

Distribution functions

In the jurisdiction 1, the low tax jurisdiction, only immobile individuals have an income

below the boundary, so that for y � ~y we have:

G1(y) = �F (y)

There are two kinds of people with income above the boundary: (1) immobile with

distribution �F (y) and (2) mobile with distribution (1 � �)F (y)�F (~y)
1�F (~y) (the fraction of

people that have income between ~y and y divided by the total fraction of people with

income above ~y). Thus we have the following distribution for people with income y > ~y:

G1(y) = �F (y) + (1� �)F (y)� F (~y)
1� F (~y)

= (2� �)F (y)� (1� �):

as xM = 1� F (~y) = 1
2
. The distribution of the population in jurisdiction 1 over income
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will thus have two di�erent parts:

G1(y) =

(
�F (y) y � ~y

(2� �)F (y)� (1� �) y > ~y

Similarly, one can show for jurisdiction 2, the high tax jurisdiction:

G2(y) =

(
(2� �)F (y) y � ~y

(1� �) + �F (y) y > ~y
:

Mean incomes

In the low tax jurisdiction, jurisdiction 1, all immobile people have an mean income

given by the original mean income,
R max y
0

yf(y)dy and all mobile people have a higher

mean income given by
R max y
~y

y f(y)
1�F (~y)dy (where the density is just weighted by the total

fraction of individuals with income higher than the boundary and the support is from

the boundary to the maximum income). Thus, mean income in jurisdiction 1 is

�y1 = �

max yZ
0

yf(y)dy + (1� �)
max yZ
~y

y
f(y)

1� F (~y)dy

= �

max yZ
0

yf(y)dy + 2(1� �)
max yZ
~y

yf(y)dy;

and similarly for jurisdiction 2:

�y2 = �

max yZ
0

yf(y)dy + 2(1� �)
~yZ
0

yf(y)dy:

Medians

Principally there are four di�erent cases for the relationship between median income and

the income of the boundary mobile individuum:

1. ym � ~y in both communities,

2. ym1 � ~y and ym2 � ~y,

3. ym1 � ~y and ym2 � ~y,

4. ym � ~y in both communities.
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We want to show that we must be in case 2 and that the medians are given by

equations (5) and (6). To do this, we will proceed in the following order. First we will

show that if we are in case 2 the medians must be equal to (5) and (6). Then, we will

show that given those medians we must be in case 2.

Part 1 Suppose ym1 � ~y and ym2 � ~y. Then the median in jurisdiction 1 is implicitely
de�ned as:

G1(y
m
1 ) = (2� �)F (ym1 )� (1� �) =

1

2

ym1 = F�1
�
1

2

3� 2�
2� �

�
:

Similarly for the median in jurisdiction 2 we then have:

G2(y
m
2 ) = (2� �)F (ym2 ) =

1

2

ym2 = F�1
�
1

2

1

2� �

�
We procede in the same manner

Part 2 Suppose the medians are given by ym1 = F
�1 �1

2
3�2�
2��

�
and ym2 = F

�1 �1
2

1
2��
�
.

This implies

ym1 = F
�1
�
1

2

3� 2�
2� �

�
� ~y = F�1

�
1

2

�
for all � � 1

as 3�2�
2�� � 1 for all � � 1 and F

�1(:) is a monotonously increasing function. Similarly:

ym2 = F
�1
�
1

2

1

2� �

�
� ~y = F�1

�
1

2

�
for all � � 1

as 1
2�� � 1 for all � � 1 and F

�1(:) is a monotonously increasing function. �

Proof of Proposition 2

Lemma 1 shows that if a strati�cation equilibrium exists, t�2(�) > t�1(�) must hold. It

remains to be shown that if t�2(�) > t
�
1(�) then we will have a strati�cation equilibrium.

The remainder of this proof closely follows Hansen and Kessler (2001). Suppose, we have

t�2(�) > t
�
1(�). Note that we must have a lower grant-rent di�erential in jurisdiction 1, i.e.

(t�1(�); g
�
1(�) � r�1(�)) < (t�2(�); g

�
2(�) � r�2(�)). Otherwise, if the grant-rent di�erential

was bigger in jurisdiction 1, everyone would like to live in jurisdiction 1. As all the
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jurisdictions must be populated and there is no extra space in jurisdiction 1. There

would be an over-demand for living in jurisdiction 1 and the price of housing would rise

there until the grant-rent di�erential becomes smaller than in jurisdiction 2 and some

individuals agree to live in jurisdiction 2.

What can be inferred about the distribution of mobile individuals over income in

each jurisdiction? The ones that prefer a higher grant-rent to a lower tax rate will

move to jurisdiction 2 while individuals preferring a lower tax rate to a higher grant-rent

di�erential will move to jurisdiction 1. Totally di�erentiating shows that the slope of an

indi�erence curve spanned by t and g � r is positive and increasing in income, i.e.

d(gj � rj)
dti

����
V=V

= y > 0:

Thus, low-income individuals prefer regions with higher taxes combined with large

grant-rent di�erentials, whereas high-income individuals prefer regions with low taxes

and high grant-rent di�erentials. Consequently, from the fact that not everyone can

live in jurisdiction, (t�1(�); g
�
1(�) � r�1(�)) < (t�2(�); g

�
2(�) � r�2(�)) and that the relative

preference for lower taxes versus a higher grant-rent di�erential depends on income, we

can conclude that a strati�cation equilibrium must arise. Individuals up to a certain

boundary income ~y live in jurisdiction 2 and individuals with higher income than the

boundary ~y live in jurisdiction 1. �

Derivation of results of Example 1

Using Lemma 1 and and the distribution function given in the example we obtain for

� = 0:

ym1 = F�1
�
3

4

�
= 1 +

2

3
=
5

3
, �y1 = 2

2Z
1

3

8
ydy + 2

3Z
2

1

8
ydy =

7

4

) t�1 =
1

21

ym2 = F�1
�
1

4

�
=
1

2
, �y2 = 2

1Z
0

1

2
ydy =

1

2

) t�2 = 0
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and for � = 1
3
:

ym1 = F�1
�
7

10

�
= 1 +

4

9
=
23

15
, �y1 =

1

3
y +

4

3

24 2Z
1

3

8
ydy +

3Z
2

1

8
ydy

35 = 37

24

) t�1 =
1

185

ym2 = F�1
�
3

10

�
=
3

5
, �y2 =

1

3
y +

4

3

1Z
0

1

2
ydy =

17

24

) t�2 =
13

85

Proof of Proposition 3

First we derive the equation that de�nes the threshold (equation (7)) and then we show

that the threshold really exists and is unique. For the lognormal distribution we have

F (y) = 1
2
+ 1

2
erf
�
ln(y)��
�
p
2

�
by de�nition with an overall mean given by �y = exp

�
�+ �2

2

�
and an overall median given by ym = exp (�) : We now calculate the means and the

medians for this distribution.

Means

We can write Z 1

ym
yf(y)dy = exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
�(�)

and Z ym

0

yf(y)dy = exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
(1� �(�))

where � is cumulative distribution function of the standard normal. Thus equations (3)

and (4) become

y1 = � exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
+ 2(1� �) exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
�(�)

= exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)]

and

y2 = exp

�
�+

�2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))] :
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Medians

For the log normal distribution we obtain for ym1 :

F (ym1 ) =
1

2
+
1

2
erf

�
ln(ym1 )� �
�
p
2

�
=
1

2

3� 2�
2� �

ym1 = exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�
+ �

�
and for ym2 :

F (ym2 ) =
1

2
+
1

2
erf

�
ln(ym2 )� �
�
p
2

�
=
1

2

1

2� �

ym2 = exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�
+ �

�
Di�erence between tax rates

Using the means and medians, we can now calculate the di�erence between tax rates

t2 � t1 = 1� y
m
2

y2
� 1 + y

m
1

y1
=
ym1
y1
� y

m
2

y2

=
exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
+ �
�

exp
�
�+ �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)]

�
exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
+ �
�

exp
�
�+ �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

=
1

exp
�
�2

2

�  exp ��p2 erf�1 �1��2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] �
exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

!
:

This shows (7).

Existence and uniqueness of strati�cation threshold

We would like to show formally that there exists a unique strati�cation threshold for the

case of two communities with equal immobility rates. We proceed in four steps:

1. Show that t2 � t1 = 0 at � = 1 for all � > 0:

2. Show that t2 � t1 < 0 at � = 0 for all � > 0:

3. Show that there must be at least one � for which t2�t1 = 0 in the interval � 2 [0; 1[:

4. Show that there at most one � for which t2 � t1 = 0 in the interval � 2 [0; 1[:
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Part 1 First, one can easily show that for any � the tax di�erential (7) is equal to

zero at � = 1:

t2 � t1 =
1

exp
�
�2

2

� 
exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1 (0)

�
� 1� exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1 (0)

�
� 1

1

!
= 0

Part 2 At � = 0 we will have for (7)

t2 � t1 =
1

exp
�
�2

2

� 
exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1
2

��
2 (1� �(�))� exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1
2

��
2�(�)

4 (1� �(�)) �(�)

!

To see that this must be below zero for all � consider the numerator (substituting

constant terms with c =
p
2 erf�1

�
1
2

�
> 0 for simplicity)

exp (c�) (1� �(�))� exp (�c�) �(�)
= exp (c�) (1� �(�))� exp (�c�) (1� �(��))
= H(�)�H(��)

This shows that the numerator is the di�erence of a functionH(x) = exp (cx) (1� �(x))
at some point above zero with itself at some point below zero. Clearly if this function is

decreasing this di�erence must be negative. The derivative of this function is given by

H 0(x) = c exp(cx)(1� �(x)) + exp(cx)(��(x))
= exp(cx) [c(1� �(x))� �(x)]

This derivative is negative because (1) the exponential term is positive and (2) the

term in brackets is always negative. To see this consider

c(1� �(x))� �(x) < 0

c =
p
2 erf�1

�
1
2

�
(� 0:67449) < min

h
�(x)

(1��(x))

i
(� 0:79789) � �(x)

(1� �(x)) :
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Part 3 Consider the �rst derivative of the tax di�erential with respect to the im-

mobility rate:

@(t2 � t1)
@�

=
1

exp
�
�2

2

� �exp(k1q(�)) [k1q0(�)v1(�)� v01(�)]
v1(�)2

�exp(k2q(�)) [k2q
0(�)v2(�)� v02(�)]

v2(�)2

�
where we de�ned

k1 = �k2 = �
p
2

q(�) = erf�1
�
1� �
2� �

�
q0(�) =

p
�

2
exp

�
q(�)2

��
� 1

(2� �)2

�
v1(�) = (1� 2�(�))�+ 2�(�)
v01(�) = (1� 2�(�))
v2(�) = (1� 2�(��))�+ 2�(��)
v02(�) = (1� 2�(��)):

At � = 1 this �rst derivative is equal to

1

exp
�
�2

2

�
8<:exp(0)

h
�
p
2
�
�
p
�
2

�
� (1� 2�(�))

i
1

�
exp(0)

h
��
p
2
�
�
p
�
2

�
� (1� 2�(��))

i
1

9=;
=

1

exp
�
�2

2

� ��p2��p�
2

�
� (1� 2�(�))� �

p
2

�p
�

2

�
+ (1� 2�(��))

�
=

1

exp
�
�2

2

� n��p2� + 2(�(�)� �(��))o < 0
as

2(�(�)� �(��))
�

� max
�
2(�(�)� �(��))

�

�
(� 1:6) <

p
2�(� 2:5):

This means that there is at least one intersection with zero in the interval [0; 1[,

because the tax di�erential function intersects at the point � = 1 from above. From part

1 we know that at � = 1 the tax di�erence t2� t1 = 0 and from part 2 that at � = 0 the
tax di�erence is t2 � t1 < 0. This also implies that the number of intersections in the
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interval [0; 1[ has to be odd.

Part 4 To see that there is a unique intersection expand (7) and set the numerator

to zero

exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

��
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

� exp
�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

��
[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] = 0

exp

�
��2

p
2 erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

��
�
1� (1� �) erf

�
�p
2

�
1 + (1� �) erf

�
�p
2

� = 0
m(�)� n(�) = 0

Note that we have already shown that n(0) > m(0) for any �. If we can show that

n(�) and m(�) are both convex increasing functions, then it is clear that they have at

most two intersections. See, Figure 4 as an illustration for � = 1.

Figure 4: Proof of unique Strati�cation Threshold: An Illustration

Together with part 3 of the proof, where we have shown that there must be at least

one threshold, this would complete the proof that the threshold is unique.
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That the function n(�) is a convex increasing function is easy to show:

@n(�)

@�
=

2 erf
�
�p
2

�
h
1� (1� �) erf

�
�p
2

�i2 > 0 as erf(x) > 0 for x > 0
@2n(�)

(@�)2
=

4 erf
�
�p
2

�
h
1� (1� �) erf

�
�p
2

�i3 > 0 as erf(x) > 0 for x > 0, (1� �) < 1
and erf

�
�p
2

�
< 1

The function h(�) is also clearly an increasing function:

@m(�)

@�
=
exp

�
erf�1

�
1��
2��
� �
�2
p
2� + erf�1

�
1��
2��
���p

2��

(2� �)2 > 0

But at a �rst glance it is not clearly convex or concave:

@2m(�)

(@�)2
=

1

(�� 2)4 exp
�
erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

��
2
p
2� + erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

���p
2��"

4 + exp

 
erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�2!p
2�� � 2�� exp

 
erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�2!p
� erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�#

The term in square brackets determines, if this second derivative is positive or nega-

tive, because all other terms are positive.

As a preliminary consider that on the interval � 2 [0; 1[ we have:

0 � erf�1
�
1� �
2� �

�
<
1

2

0 � erf�1
�
1� �
2� �

�2
<
1

4

Now we want to show that the square brackets are positive. We split the square

brackets into two terms p1(�), the positive part, and �p2(�), the negative part:

p1(�) = 4 + exp

 
erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�2!p
2��

p2(�) = 2�+ exp

 
erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�2!p
� erf�1

�
1� �
2� �

�
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where we will show that p1(�) > p2(�), which means that the term in square brackets

must be positive. Instead of comparing p1(�) and p2(�) we can also compare the lower

bound of p1(�) with respect to � on the given interval: min� [p1(�)] � p1(�) for all � 2
[0; 1[ with an upper bound of p2(�) with respect to � on the given interval: max� [p2(�)] �
p2(�) for all � 2 [0; 1[. Those boundaries are given by:

min
�
[p1(�)] = 4 +

p
2��

max
�
[p2(�)] = 2 + exp

�
1

4

�
1

2

p
�

Comparing them we see that

4 +
p
2�� > 2 + exp

�
1

4

�
1

2

p
�(� 3:1379) for all � � 0

which completes the proof.

�

Proof of Proposition 4

Consider the di�erence between tax rates:

t2 � t1 =
1

exp
�
�2

2

�  exp ��p2 erf�1 �1��2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] �
exp

�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
��

[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

!

We want to show that:

lim
�!1

(t2 � t1) = 0

Rewrite the tax di�erence as follows:

t2 � t1 =
exp

�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
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2

�
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2 erf�1

�
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�
� �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

First note that the numerators limiting value is constant:

lim
�!1

[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] = 2� �

lim
�!1

[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))] = �
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The second term thus goes to zero:

lim
�!1

exp
�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
� �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))] =

exp(�1)
�

= 0

The �rst term also goes to zero because the square term dominates:
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�
p
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�
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�
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Thus we must have:

lim
�!1

(t2 � t1) = lim
�!1

exp
�
�
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
� �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �)�(�)] � lim

�!1

exp
�
��
p
2 erf�1

�
1��
2��
�
� �2

2

�
[�+ 2(1� �) (1� �(�))]

= 0

�

References

Bajari, P. and M. E. Kahn (2005). Estimating housing demand with an application

to explaining racial segregation in cities. Journal of Business & Economic Statis-

tics 23, 20{33.

Bakija, J. and J. Slemrod (2004). Do the rich ee from high state taxes? evidence

from federal estate tax returns. Technical report, NBER Working Paper.

Bayer, P., R. McMillan, and K. Rueben (2004). The causes and consequences of res-

idential segregation: an equilibrium analysis of neighbourhood sorting. Technical

report, Working Paper.

B�enabou, R. (1996a). Equity and e�ciency in human capital investment: The local

connection. The Review of Economic Studies 63, 237{264.

B�enabou, R. (1996b). Heterogeneity, strati�cation, and growth: Macroeconomic im-

plications of community structure and school �nance. The American Economic

Review 86, 584{609.

B�enabou, R. (1996c). Inequality and growth. NBER Macroeconomics Annual 11, 11{

74.

B�enabou, R. (2002). Tax and education policy in a heterogeneous-agent economy:

what levels of redistribution maximize growth and e�ciency? Econometrica 70,

32



481{517.

Brown, C. and W. E. Oates (1985). Assistance to the poor in a federal system. Tech-

nical report, NBER Working Paper.

Brueckner, J. K. (2000). Welfare reform and the race to the bottom: Theory and

evidence. Southern Economic Journal 66, 505{525.

Br�ulhart, M. and M. Jametti (2006). Vertical versus horizontal tax externalities: An

empirical test. Journal of Public Economics 90, 2027{2062.

Bucovetsky, S. (1982). Inequality in the local public sector. The Journal of Political

Economy 90, 128{145.

Ellickson, B. (1971). Jurisdictional fragmentation and residential choice. The American

Economic Review 61, 334{339.

Epple, D., R. Filimon, and T. Romer (1984). Equilibrium among local jurisdictions:

Toward an integrated treatment of voting and residential choice. Journal of Public

Economics 24, 281{308.

Epple, D., R. Filimon, and T. Romer (1993). Existence of voting and housing equilib-

rium in a system of communities with property taxes. Regional Science and Urban

Economics 23, 585{610.

Epple, D. and G. J. Platt (1998). Equilibrium and local redistribution in an urban

economy when households di�er in both preferences and income. Journal of Urban

Economics 43, 23{51.

Epple, D., R. Romano, and H. Sieg (2009). Life cycle dynamics within metropoli-

tan communities. Paper presented at the III Workshop for Fiscal Federalism in

Barcelona.

Epple, D. and T. Romer (1991). Mobility and redistribution. The Journal of Political

Economy 99, 828{858.

Epple, D., T. Romer, and H. Sieg (2001). Interjurisdictional sorting and majority rule:

An empirical analysis. Econometrica 69, 1437{1465.

Epple, D. and H. Sieg (1999). Estimating equilibrium models of local jurisdictions.

The Journal of Political Economy 107, 645{681.

Epple, D. and A. Zelenitz (1981). The implications of competition among jurisdictions:

Does tiebout need politics? The Journal of Political Economy 86, 1197{1217.

Feld, L. P. (2000). Tax competition and income redistribution: An empirical analysis

for switzerland. Public Choice 105, 125{164.

33



Feld, L. P. and G. Kirchg�assner (2001). Income tax competition at the state and local

level in switzerland. Regional Science and Urban Economics 31, 181{213.

Feldstein, M. and M. V. Wrobel (1998). Can state taxes redistribute income? Journal

of Public Economics 68, 369{396.

Fern�andez, R. and R. Rogerson (1998). Public education and income distribution: A

dynamic quantitative evaluation of education-�nance reform. American Economic

Review 88, 813{833.

Ferreira, F. V. (2004). You can take it with you: Transferability of proposition 13

tax bene�ts, residential mobility, and willingness to pay for housing amenities.

Technical report, SSRN.

Ferreyra, M. M. (2007). Estimating the e�ects of private school vouchers in multidis-

trict economies. The American Economic Review 97, 789{817.

Glomm, G. and R. Laguno� (1999). A dynamic tiebout theory of voluntary vs. invol-

untary provision of public goods. The Review of Economic Studies 66, 659{677.

Goodspeed, T. (1986). Local income taxation: equilibrium, social optimality, and wel-

fare loss in a general equilibrium metropolitan model. Ph. D. thesis, University of

Maryland College Park.

Goodspeed, T. (1989). A reexamination of the use of ability-to-pay taxes by local

governments. Journal of Public Economics 38, 319{342.

Grossmann, V. (2002). Income inequality, voting over the size of public consumption,

and growth. European Journal of Political Economy 19, 265{287.

Hansen, N. A. and A. S. Kessler (2001). The political geography of tax h(e)avens and

tax hells. American Economic Review 91, 1103{1115.

Judd, K. L. (1998). Numerical Methods in Economics. The MIT Press.

Kessler, A. S. and C. L�ulfesmann (2005). Tiebout and redistribution in a model of

residential and political choice. Journal of Public Economics 89, 501{528.

Lee, K. (2007). Does mobility undermine income redistribution? a political-support

approach to redistribution in a federation. FinanzArchiv 63, 186{210.

Liebig, T. and A. Sousa-Poza (2006). The inuence of taxes on migration: evidence

from switzerland. Cambridge Journal of Economics 30, 235{252.

Milanovic, B. (2000). The median-voter hypothesis, income inequality, and income

redistribution: an empirical test with the required data. European Journal of Po-

litical Economy 16, 367{410.

34



Miranda, M. J. and P. L. Fackler (2002). Applied Computational Economics and Fi-

nance. The MIT Press.

Nechyba, T. J. (1997). Existence of equilibrium and strati�cation in local and hier-

archical tiebout economies with property taxes and voting. Economic Theory 10,

277{304.

Oates, W. E. (1969). The e�ects of property taxes and local public spending on prop-

erty values: An empirical study of tax capitalization and the tiebout hypothesis.

The Journal of Political Economy 77, 957{971.

Ortalo-Magn�e, F. and A. Prat (2008). Spatial asset pricing: A �rst step. October,

2008.

Perotti, R. (1994). Income distribution and investment. European Economic Re-

view 38, 827{835.

Perotti, R. (1996). Growth, income distribution, and democracy: what the data say.

Journal of Economic Growth 1, 149{187.

Persson, T. and G. Tabellini (1994). Is inequality harmful for growth? American

Economic Review 48, 600{621.

Pollakowski, H. O. (1973). The e�ects of property taxes and local public spending on

property values: A comment and further results. Journal of Political Economy 81,

994{1003.

Pommerehne, W. W., G. Kirchg�assner, and L. P. Feld (1996). Tax harmonization and

tax competition at state-local levels: Lessons from switzerland. In Developments

in Local Government Finance: Theory and Policy. G. Pola and R. Levaggi and G.

France.

Rhode, P. W. and K. S. Strumpf (2003). Assessing the importance of tiebout sorting:

Local heterogeneity from 1850 to 1990. The American Economic Review 93, 1648{

1677.

Rose-Ackerman, S. (1979). Market models of local government: Exit, voting, and the

land market. Journal of Urban Economics 6, 319{337.

Schmidheiny, K. (2006a). Income segregation and local progressive taxation: Empirical

evidence from switzerland. Journal of Public Economics 90, 429{458.

Schmidheiny, K. (2006b). Income segregation from local income taxation when house-

holds di�er in both preferences and incomes. Regional Science and Urban Eco-

nomics 36, 270{299.

35



Sieg, H., V. K. Smith, H. S. Banzhaf, and R. Walsh (2002). Interjurisdictional housing

prices in locational equilibrium. Journal of Urban Economics 52, 131{153.

Sieg, H., V. K. Smith, H. S. Banzhaf, and R. Walsh (2004). Estimating the general

equilibrium bene�ts of large changes in spatially delineated public goods. Interna-

tional Economic Review 45, 1047{1077.

Tiebout, C. M. (1956). A pure theory of local expenditure. The Journal of Political

Economy 64, 416{424.

Westho�, F. (1977). Existence of equilibria in economies with a local public good.

Journal of Economic Theory 14, 84{112.

Westho�, F. (1979). Policy inferences from community choice models: A caution.

Journal of Urban Economics 6, 535{549.

36



 
 
 

Documents de Treball de l’IEB 
 

2007 
 
2007/1. Durán Cabré, J.Mª.; Esteller Moré, A.: "An empirical analysis of wealth taxation: Equity vs. tax 
compliance" 
2007/2. Jofre-Monseny, J.; Solé-Ollé, A.: "Tax differentials and agglomeration economies in intraregional firm 
location" 
2007/3. Duch, N.; Montolio, D.; Mediavilla, M.: "Evaluating the impact of public subsidies on a firm’s 
performance: A quasi experimental approach" 
2007/4. Sánchez Hugalde, A.: "Influencia de la inmigración en la elección escolar" 
2007/5. Solé-Ollé, A.; Viladecans-Marsal, E.: "Economic and political determinants of urban expansion: Exploring 
the local connection" 
2007/6. Segarra-Blasco, A.; García-Quevedo, J.; Teruel-Carrizosa, M.: "Barriers to innovation and public policy 
in Catalonia" 
2007/7. Calero, J.; Escardíbul, J.O.: "Evaluación de servicios educativos: El rendimiento en los centros públicos y 
privados medido en PISA-2003" 
2007/8. Argilés, J.M.; Duch Brown, N.: "A comparison of the economic and environmental performances of 
conventional and organic farming: Evidence from financial statement" 
 
2008 
 
2008/1. Castells, P.; Trillas, F.: "Political parties and the economy: Macro convergence, micro partisanship?" 
2008/2. Solé-Ollé, A.; Sorribas-Navarro, P.: "Does partisan alignment affect the electoral reward of 
intergovernmental transfers?" 
2008/3. Schelker, M.; Eichenberger, R.: "Rethinking public auditing institutions: Empirical evidence from Swiss 
municipalities" 
2008/4. Jofre-Monseny, J.; Solé-Ollé, A.: "Which communities should be afraid of mobility? The effects of 
agglomeration economies on the sensitivity of firm location to local taxes" 
2008/5. Duch-Brown, N.; García-Quevedo, J.; Montolio, D.: "Assessing the assignation of public subsidies: do the 
experts choose the most efficient R&D projects?" 
2008/6. Solé-Ollé, A.; Hortas Rico, M.: "Does urban sprawl increase the costs of providing local public 
services? Evidence from Spanish municipalities" 
2008/7. Sanromà, E.; Ramos, R.; Simón, H.: "Portabilidad del capital humano y asimilación de los inmigrantes. 
Evidencia para España" 
2008/8. Trillas, F.: "Regulatory federalism in network industries" 
 
2009 
 
2009/1. Rork, J.C.; Wagner, G.A.: "Reciprocity and competition: is there a connection?" 
2009/2. Mork, E.; Sjögren, A.; Svaleryd, H.: "Cheaper child care, more children" 
2009/3. Rodden, J.: "Federalism and inter-regional redistribution" 
2009/4. Ruggeri, G.C.: "Regional fiscal flows: measurement tools" 
2009/5. Wrede, M.: "Agglomeration, tax competition, and fiscal equalization" 
2009/6. Jametti, M.; von Ungern-Sternberg, T.: "Risk selection in natural disaster insurance" 
2009/7. Solé-Ollé, A; Sorribas-Navarro, P.: "The dynamic adjustment of local government budgets: does Spain 
behave differently?" 
2009/8. Sanromá, E.; Ramos, R.; Simón, H.: "Immigration wages in the Spanish Labour Market: Does the origin of 
human capital matter?" 
2009/9. Mohnen, P.; Lokshin, B.: "What does it take for and R&D incentive policy to be effective?" 
2009/10. Solé-Ollé, A.; Salinas, P..: "Evaluating the effects of decentralization on educational outcomes in Spain?" 
2009/11. Libman, A.; Feld, L.P.: "Strategic Tax Collection and Fiscal Decentralization: The case of Russia" 
2009/12. Falck, O.; Fritsch, M.; Heblich, S.: "Bohemians, human capital, and regional economic growth" 
2009/13. Barrio-Castro, T.; García-Quevedo, J.: "The determinants of university patenting: do incentives matter?" 
2009/14. Schmidheiny, K.; Brülhart, M.: "On the equivalence of location choice models: conditional logit, nested 
logit and poisson" 
2009/15. Itaya, J., Okamuraz, M., Yamaguchix, C.: "Partial tax coordination in a repeated game setting" 
2009/16. Ens, P.: "Tax competition and equalization: the impact of voluntary cooperation on the efficiency goal" 
2009/17. Geys, B., Revelli, F.: "Decentralization, competition and the local tax mix: evidence from Flanders" 
2009/18. Konrad, K., Kovenock, D.: "Competition for fdi with vintage investment and agglomeration advantages" 
2009/19. Loretz, S., Moorey, P.: "Corporate tax competition between firms" 



 
 
 

Documents de Treball de l’IEB 
 

2009/20. Akai, N., Sato, M.: "Soft budgets and local borrowing regulation in a dynamic decentralized leadership 
model with saving and free mobility" 
2009/21. Buzzacchi, L., Turati, G.: "Collective risks in local administrations: can a private insurer be better than a 
public mutual fund?" 
2009/22. Jarkko, H.: "Voluntary pension savings: the effects of the finnish tax reform on savers’ behaviour" 
2009/23. Fehr, H.; Kindermann, F.: "Pension funding and individual accounts in economies with life-cyclers and 
myopes" 
2009/24. Esteller-Moré, A.; Rizzo, L.: "(Uncontrolled) Aggregate shocks or vertical tax interdependence? Evidence 
from gasoline and cigarettes" 
2009/25. Goodspeed, T.; Haughwout, A.: "On the optimal design of disaster insurance in a federation" 
2009/26. Porto, E.; Revelli, F.: "Central command, local hazard and the race to the top" 
2009/27. Piolatto, A.: "Plurality versus proportional electoral rule: study of voters’ representativeness" 
2009/28. Roeder, K.: "Optimal taxes and pensions in a society with myopic agents" 
2009/29, Porcelli, F.: "Effects of fiscal decentralisation and electoral accountability on government efficiency 
evidence from the Italian health care sector" 
2009/30, Troumpounis, O.: "Suggesting an alternative electoral proportional system. Blank votes count" 
2009/31, Mejer, M., Pottelsberghe de la Potterie, B.: "Economic incongruities in the European patent system" 
2009/32, Solé-Ollé, A.: "Inter-regional redistribution through infrastructure  investment: tactical or programmatic?" 
2009/33, Joanis, M.: "Sharing the blame? Local electoral accountability and centralized school finance in California" 
2009/34, Parcero, O.J.: "Optimal country’s policy towards multinationals when local regions can choose between 
firm-specific and non-firm-specific policies" 
2009/35, Cordero, J,M.; Pedraja, F.; Salinas, J.: "Efficiency measurement in the Spanish cadastral units through 
DEA" 
2009/36, Fiva, J.; Natvik, G.J.: "Do re-election probabilities influence public investment?" 
2009/37, Haupt, A.; Krieger, T.: "The role of mobility in tax and subsidy competition" 
2009/38, Viladecans-Marsal, E; Arauzo-Carod, J.M.: "Can a knowledge-based cluster be created? The case of the 
Barcelona 22@district" 
 
2010 
 
2010/1, De Borger, B., Pauwels, W.: "A Nash bargaining solution to models of tax and investment competition: tolls 
and investment in serial transport corridors" 
2010/2, Chirinko, R.; Wilson, D.: "Can Lower Tax Rates Be Bought? Business Rent-Seeking And Tax Competition 
Among U.S. States" 
2010/3, Esteller-Moré, A.; Rizzo, L.: "Politics or mobility? Evidence from us excise taxation" 



Fiscal Federalism 




