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Who has counseled patients about 
abortion care?  

 
Who has provided abortion care? 

 
Who has been involved with 

advocacy/activism around abortion 
access? 

 
Who has heard of reproductive justice? 



Reproductive rights… 
 

Focuses on protecting legal rights to abortion and contraception and the 
freedom to make reproductive choices 

 



 

AGE 
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Reproductive Justice 

• Reproductive rights… 
– focuses on protecting legal rights to abortion and contraception and the 

freedom to make reproductive choices 

• Reproductive justice… 
– extends beyond rights and choice to address historical, social and economic 

factors contributing to the disempowerment of women 

 
– gives a voice to poor women, women of color, incarcerated women, 

immigrants, youth, women with disabilities and other women and girls on 
the margins who have been subject to reproductive coercion and 
discrimination 



Reproductive Justice 
Addresses the influence of social, economic, and 

political inequalities on reproductive choices 
and decision-making ability 

 

• The right not to have a child 

•  The right to have a child 

•  The right to parent children in safe  

 and healthy environments 

•  The right to maintain personal bodily autonomy 

 
Developed by Loretta Ross 



So What’s Happening in Pennsylvania? 

 



• Restricts the use of federal funds to pay for 
abortion 
– Abortion is not covered by ANY federal government-

based insurance 

– Exceptions are rape, incest, and threat to maternal life 

• 17 states allow for state government funds to 
cover abortion 

–Pennsylvania Medicaid does not 
cover abortion 
 

Hyde Amendment-1976 



• 24 hour waiting period 

• Required counseling 

• Parental consent or judicial bypass 

• Defines medical exceptions to the 
24 hour waiting period 

• Outlines reporting requirements for 
abortion 

 

Pennsylvania Abortion Control Act of 
1982 





So with all of this, what does a 
medication abortion look like in PA? 



Patient is 19 yo cis-female, coming to see you, 

her primary care doctor, with a complaint of 

nausea and exhaustion for about 1 week. 
 



• 24 hours later… 



• Offer state mandated materials 

– Book describing fetal development 

– Lists options for prenatal care, social, and economic 
support 

• Inform her that the father of the pregnancy is responsible for 
child support even if he has offered to pay for the abortion 

• Confirm that she is not under the influence of any substances 

• Confirm that she is not being coerced to have the abortion  

• If under 18, needs the consent of a parent or judicial bypass 

– Check ID and birth certificate 

• Fill out abortion reporting form for each abortion 

• Dip the urine for glucose/protein, get Rh, check hemoglobin 

Pennsylvania Abortion Control Act 





• OB dept has a process  

• Family Medicine and Peds need to develop 
their own 

What triggers the abortion reporting 
form at Jefferson? 



Need to insure both access and autonomy 
 

• Maximize access to care 

• Full range of options 

• Patient preferences critical 



Integrating Med Ab: why bother?  

• Comprehensive reproductive health care 
includes abortion 

• Expand access to abortion services  

• Enable patients to access services in a place 
comfortable and convenient for them 

• Train residents to integrate medication 
abortion into primary care 

 



Why should we offer medication 
abortion when we can’t do 

procedures?  

• Much less training needed for clinicians  

• No need for additional staff or 
equipment 

• In Pennsylvania, fewer legal restrictions 
than for a procedural abortion 



“Been here since 
I was little 

“No one can 
harass outside 

the clinic” 

“No one knows 
why I am here 

“More personal 
attention” 

WHAT DID YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT GETTING AN ABORTION IN 
THIS OFFICE [YOUR FAMILY MEDICINE CLINIC]?  

SAFETY 

CONFIDENTIAL PERSONALIZED CARE 

FAMILIARITY 





“The thing about reproduction is that, 
more than anything else, it tells you how a 

society values people.” 

     

-Dorothy Roberts 

 


