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#CLDE16: Democracy Plaza Tour @IUPUI
by American Democracy Project on May 7, 2016

This June, at the 2016 Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement (CLDE) Meeting (#CLDE16), the

historic landmark of Democracy Plaza at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) will be

showcased as one way to make place(s) across our higher education institutions intentional

and meaningful for their campus’ (i.e., students, faculty, staff) political engagement.  If your

institution also has a place designated for discussion about or engagement with political ideas and issues,

please tell us more about it by filling out our survey here, before it closes on Friday, May 13th at 11:59 p.m.

EST.

After the “hanging chad” incident during the 2000 presidential election, students at IUPUI vocalized that

there must be a place on our campus where our community’s constituents can come together (formally and

informally) to discuss the most pressing political issues of our time.  What manifested from these students’

passion and voices is the public landmark of Democracy Plaza (DP): 22 large chalkboards in the middle of

IUPUI’s urban campus.

Every week, each of the 22 chalkboards has one question written on it regarding political ideas or issues

which solicit passers-by to write a response, to either the question or other responses; these questions are

generated by IUPUI students who receive a scholarship for their work. Then in 2012, the concept of

Democracy Plaza was extended to three white boards in the IUPUI Campus Center. In between, these more

formally designated places, “pop-up” Democracy Plaza boards have been found around gathering places

within the edifices of IUPUI.
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What the places of Democracy Plaza does cannot be quantified, however, what is clear is that it does send

clear literal and rhetorical messages to IUPUI constituents. These places can be seen, they can be enacted

with (touched, erased, molded), and they can host events as well (i.e., programming around political ideas

and issues). These places and spaces send a clear message that having the time and place to

engage with political ideas and issues and those that are different from you (through public,

written communication) is important. As many of us know, place and space on any campus is its own

political issue, and therefore, to see (literally) that IUPUI has given a part of its place to the co-construction

of the public sphere is promising.

And you can do it too! There will be two opportunities to learn more about not only IUPUI’s Democracy

Plaza, but how others have carved out intentional and meaningful places at/on/across their institution for

political engagement. Here they are:

Friday, June 3rd, 2016:

10:45 a.m.- 11:45 a.m. Public Landmarks for Political Engagement 

In this informative dialogue between invited panelists, we will explore how places across our campuses

have intentionally or organically become landmarks for political engagement.  These landmarks

manifest themselves through such places as the Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis

(IUPUI) Democracy Plaza– consisting of 22 chalkboards outside– to sidewalks or the sides of campus

edifices.  We will discover how they are used for student demonstrations, political dialogue or

deliberation, and civic learning. Attendees will leave informed of how to create similar places.

5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Democracy Plaza Tour at IUPUI 

Take part in a walking tour of Democracy Plaza (DP) at Indiana University-Purdue University

Indianapolis (IUPUI).  Established in 2004 by students and staff, Democracy Plaza at IUPUI gives

their community a place to write, listen, watch or deliberate with peers on political ideas or issues.  

Many other campuses have adopted democracy walls as a similar place for such dialogues.  During

this opportunity, attendees will interact with the questions posed on the chalkboards that make up

DP.  This tour will include a history of the project, examples of current issues, and an overview of how

IUPUI uses the space for events.

Please plan to join us in June by registering here.
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The American Democracy Project (ADP) is a multi-campus
initiative focused on public higher education’s role in
preparing the next generation of informed, engaged
citizens for our democracy. The project began in 2003 as an
initiative of the American Association of State Colleges and
Universities (AASCU), in partnership with The New York
Times.

The goal of the American Democracy Project is to produce
graduates who are committed to being knowledgeable,
involved citizens in their communities. Since its inception,
ADP has hosted 13 national and 18 regional meetings, a
national assessment project, and hundreds of campus
initiatives including voter education and registration,
curriculum revision projects, campus audits, special days of
action and reflection, speaker series and many recognition
and award programs.
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