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CH.APTER I 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ELECTION OF 1912 

"The opening decade of the twentieth century brought about 

the greatest issue in .American politics since the Civil War", is 
1 a statement made by one author. It was time for the decision as 

to whether the .American Republic was to be run in the interests 

of the privileged or in the interests of the people. The crisis 

in this issue was reached in 1912. In the campaign of that year 

not only one but two candidates for the presidency proclaimed 

themselves champions of the people. Theodore Roosevelt, leader 

of the progressive element of the Republican part~preaohed a 

doctrine of "New Nationalism.", while Woodrow Wilson, the nominee 

ot the Democratic party, expressed his ideas of a "New Freedom". 

The conservative element ot the Republican party renominated Taf'1 

who, by the end ot his four years of presidency, had the reputa

tion of favoring the privileged. 

To discover how conditions in this country had arrived at a 

situation to arouse such excitement, it is necessary to develop a 

background for the period. A.tter the English colonies had de

clared themselves independent of England, they needed a suitable 

1 Frederic Austin Ogg, National Progress 1907-1917 (Volume 27 of 
The .American Nation: A History in 28 volumes, edited by 
l!Dert BUShnell Itart,°!lirper Brothers Publishers, New York 
and London, 1918), 167. 
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torm ot government, and it was expected that such a government 

would be based on democratic principles. The first attempt at 

a united government, The .Articles ot Confederation, proved in

adequate because too.little power was delegated to the central 

government. Through the efforts ot George Washington, James 

:Madison and .Alexander Ham1lton, a convention was called in May, 

1787, ostensibly to revise the Articles of Confederation, but 

actually to provide a new government that might prove more satis• 

factory. The difficulty encountered was to establish a govern

ment which would not become autocratic and yet would avoid givinE 

too much power to the moneyless masses who might become ruthless 

rulers of the rich.2 our present Constitution was finally ac

cepted and put into effect. It contained restrictions which 

later liberals de.cried. 

When we consider the term liberalism, we understand it to 

mean that the source of all progress lies in the tree exercise 

of individual energy. All individuals or groups ot individuals 

should be free to exercise their powers in so far as it can be 

done without injury to others. The State should create the con

ditions w1 thin which individual energy can thrive, and should 

prevent all abuses of power. It should afford to every citizen 

the means ot acquiring mastery ot his own capacity and of es-

2 "How We Got OUr Constitution", condensed trom Fortune, Time
:Fortune Corporation, New York, July 1936, in Reader's Disest, 
Pleasantville, New York, October, 1936. 



3 
tablishing a real equality ot opportunity tor all. 

The United States, under its new Constitution, started outt 

11ve'up t~ these liberal ideals, but ditticulties were encounter 

ed trom the beginning. J"etterson had the idea that the govern

ment could be sately run in the· interests ot the people by giv

ing everyone a share in the government. He believed in strict 

construction ot the Constitution and ot States' Rights. Hamilto 

was doubttul that the masses could capably run a government, so 

he felt that a strong central government was needed, and that th 

government should be allowed tree interpretation of the Consti

tution. Finally in the early years ot our new nation, the 

supreme Court, under Chiet J"ustice Marshall, made several signi

ficant decisions which estab1ished the Constitution as the su

preme law of the land, with the supreme Court to decide when 

there was a question as to the constitutionality ot a congressio -

al or a state act. 

The development ot sectional interests along different 

economic lines finally led to the desperate tight between Sec

tionalism and Nationalism, which culminated in the Civil War. 

The period following the Civil War, with its problems of recon

struction and with the rapid developmeut and expansion ot our 

country, brought the era in which individuals managed to assume 

3 Encyclopedia Britannica (London, New York}, 14th Edition, 1929 
.. . !932, X:!!!, 1000. 
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oontrol ot the government, and there was a definite departure 

trom the policies ot liberalism which demand an executive and a 

legislature who realize their responsibility to the community as 

a whole. 

How tar we had gone in the opposite direction is shown in 

the descriptions of conditions in the early twentieth century. 

one author states that during the McKinley era there had been an 

amazing industrial and commercial expansion; manufactures multi

plied, trade made new conquests, railroads consolidated, corpora

tions absorbed compe~itors and became trusts, capital poured intc 

big business.4 The government set few obstacles to these con

ditions. The courts had •drawn the teeth ot the Sherman anti

trust law• and had reduced the power ot the Interstate Commerce 

Commission, to the regret ot neither the executive nor the legis• 

lature. Big business, prompted by the Dingley tariff and the 

gold standard, seemed to have every advantage at its hands. 

Interests were accustODted to immunity from government interven

tion and expected government favors. Self-seeking industrial 

magnates and their representatives overran the nominating con

ventions, and corporation lobbyists used their influence on the 

legislatures. Officials could hear only the demands of the 

private interests; they were totally deat to public demand. 

4 Ogg, 167. 



5 A similar picture is given by other authorities, who 

state: "The state and society were nothing, the individual, 
6 

everything." They go on to tell that a political party became 

a private association ot gentlemen who had leisure for public 

affairs. The tunction of such a party was to get control of the 

government in the name of patriotism arid public welfare and theni 

as a matter 9t course, to distribute the spoils of office among 

"the commanders, the army and its camp of followers." It was 

considered nobody's business how a party ran its caucuses, con

ventions and committees. All business--looal, state and nat1on

al--was carried on in caucuses behind closed doors without much 

risk of intrusion from citizens • 

.Another characteristic of the "gilded age" was the immunity 

for the individual from interference by the State. It was con

sidered evil for the government to interfere unless to preserve 

order, to grant subsidies to railroad promoters, or to afford 

pro~ection and bounties to manufacturers. Immense national 

capital in the form of arable lands, forests, water power, and 

minerals was given away or sold for a pittance~ without limita-
7 

tions as to its use or potential monopoly. 

Du.ring this era, the government derived most of its revenue 

trom. indirect duties on imported goods. There was no heavy 

5-6 Charles .A., and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of .American Civiliza
tion (Uaomillan Company, New -rork,1930) , 539 • 

7 Ibid~! 544. 
/ 
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income or inheritance tax. The capitalists weren't even held 

responsible tor workers killed or injured in their industries. 

It looked as though this system of acquisition and enjoyment 

would last forever. Those who had ao,u1red and enjoyed these 

advantages sat back satisfied and contented, not realizing that 
9 

agitation, started in "a thousand obscure corners", was going 

to organize into an effective body to destroy this privileged 

individualism. 

As early as 1872, groups of people were realizing that the 

trend or conditions was toward the privileged, and away :f'rom 

the masses. The Prohibitionist and the Greenback parties offer

ed protests. Farmers and labor united to oppose the financial 

system. Dissatisfied groups were striving after things unattain~ 
10 able. In 1878, the combined strength or organized labor and 

farmers indicated in the congressional elections a strength 
ll 

somewhat alarming to the older parties. In their demands for 

social and industrial reforms, some went so tar as to claim that 

the whole political system, including the Constitution, needed 

overhauling; to claim that a Constitution framed in a century 

8 "The Federal Tax System", in Fortune (New York), XVII, 46-47, 
january, 1938. 

9 Beard 543. 
10 Paul L. Haworth. ~ United States !!! our ~ Times (Charles 

A. Scribner's Sons New York, Chicago#i11935, 354. 
11 Emerson Davis Fite, The Historl of the nited States (Henry 

Holt and Company, Nei York, 919')-;--427. 
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when there were no steamships nor railroads could scarcely be 

satisfactory. 'l'hey argued that with such changed industrial con• 

ditions, political institutions must change. That idea became 

more and more a recognized fact; all economic conditions had 
12 

changed while politics had practically stood still. In 1912 

this was said. 

The world practically is trying to catch up 
with the world's radically changed economic 
conditions. The settlement of the future will 
not come through law but through the court of 
public opinion. '!'here is a demand for a broad 
and well considered political leader.13 

Perhaps the most effective third party movement was that of 

1892 when the Populist Party was organized at st. Louis. The 

Democratic and Republican parties very evidently had no intent

ion of securing any reform of the political and economic griev

ances, so the representatives of all the progressive movements 

of the nation formed this new national party. The platform be

gan, "The fruits of the toils of the millions are boldly stolen 

to build up colossal fortunes tor a few, unprecedented in the 

history ot mankind, and the possessors of these in turn despise 

12 Woodrow Wilson, The New Freedom, A Call for the Emancipation 
ot the Generous Energies of a Peo'PI'e:" """!hi'l)].d Order 
Cliangethtt, 3. .Also, Hester E. !?Osford, Woodrow Wilson, His 
Career, His ltatesm.ansh1p, and His Public POlicies (d.P.
Pu tnam' s sons, New York ,Loiido'n -;-1912 ) , 165. 

13 "Political Evolution of a Oollege President", by Solomon 
Bulkley, in the Atlantic Monthlz (Boston and New York), 
Vol. 109, 43-51, J"anuary, !912, quoting J"udge Grossup of 
Chicago. 
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the republic and endanger liberty." '?heir demands were for 

government operation of railroads and telegraph, a graduated 

income tax, laws to check monopolies, direct legislat~on (ini.

tiative and referendum.), direct election of the president, vioe

president and the senators, and an exclusively national curren-
15 

0y. This was a definite protest by intelligent people, and 

they were quite satisfied with their first results in the elec

tion of two United States senators and several congressmen. 

They received the attention of about a thousand papets.16 

The Democratic party was showing some sympathy with the 

protests of the dissatisfied groups. In their platform of 1892, 

they declared that the Federal government had no constitutional 

power to impose and collect tariff duties except for revenue, 

and stated that something should be done to enforce anti-trust 

laws. The monetary plank was for maintenance of the parity of 

gold and silver. It showed that a new spirit was rising and 
17 

that new men were coming forward. In 1896 the Populists, 

satisfied with William Jennings Bryan as the Democratic candi• 

14 ttNe.oessi ty for the People's Party" t by William Vincent Allen, 
in The Arena (Trenton and BostonJ, xx:x, 410-414, J"uly
December, 1903. 

15 "The Mission of the Populist Party", by Senator William ilfrec 
Peffer of Kansas, in '?he North .American Review (New York), 
Vol. 157, 665-678, December, 1911. 

16 Ibid. 
17 te'Sier Burre11 Shippee, Recent American History (Macmillan 

Company, New York, l93l), l85-186. 
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date, decided to sacrifice their new party in an effort to de

feat the Republican party. In spite ot the combination of 

Democrats and Populists, Mr. McKinley was elected in 1896, and 

re-elected in 1900, but the tight went on and w~s to continue 

until, as one author said, "0Ut ot this wild clamor of Green

backers and Populists came the Progressives and later the Liber-
18 als, who were to choose Wilson for their leader." 

By 1901, discontent was at a point to be powerfully ener

gized by a capable leader, and that leader was supplied by 

Theodore Roosevelt. '?he people supported his prosecution ot 

offenders against land laws, his measures for conservation, his 

suits to dissolve trusts, the new railroad legislation, and the 

laws passed with a view to social and industrial justice, but 

matters had gone so far in the opposite direction that these 

attempts only touched the surface. The whole political struc

ture would have to be rebu1lt--nom1nat1ons, elections, legisla

tive and administrative branohes--before the public could be 

wholly protected against the privileged. 'l'he pressure for full

er popular contro1 of government and for advanced social and 

economic legislation was gathering unity, depth, and force in 
19 a new "progressive movement". 

18 William Allen White, Woodrow Wilson, the Man, His Times, and 
His Task, Houghton M:i.ftlin and Company,TostOiland New !Ork, 
ill4:--

l9 Ogg, 168-169. 
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There were "progressives" in both the Democratic and Repub

lican party, and each year they were increasing their efforts to 

get their parties to stand for these principles. The conserva

tives in each party favored legislation to restrain and prevent 

abuses carried on by monopolies and were willing for some re

vision of tariff, but they were against the proposed political 

reforms. The reactionaries were those who believed that the 

trusts were a distinct advantage to the country and foresaw a 

great disaster it they were too greatly curbed. Some of these 

men were sincere in these beliefs but others were selfishly con

cerned with their own interests.. With such a division in the 

ranks of both parties, it looked very much, in 1908 and again in 

1912, as though there riuld be a realignment of membership, and 
20 of organizations. The people were demanding a government whos1 

chief consideration would be the welfare ot every man. 

Mr. Taft, as Mr. Roosevelt's successor, did not measure up 

to the standard set for him. He became recognized as a conser

vative, a standpatter, at this critical time. His unpopularity 

was partly due to his policies, partly to his personality, and 

20 "The Voice of the Peopla and IIiteresting Comments", in 
Harper's Weekly (New York), LV, 22-24, April 8, 1911, quot
ing The Fresno Republican. Oscar King Davis, Released tor 
Publ"l"C'ition, Some Inside Political History of Theodore --
Roosevelt and""1HS Times 1898-1918 (Houghton-;-Mifflin Compa
ny, Boston and-re'w York, 1925),51 rr. David Lawrence, The 
True Ssfgry of Woodrow Wilson:: , (G• H. Doran Company, New-
!Orlt' 24 )-;-54. . . 
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in a great measure to the very nature ot the situation. The 

progressive group was ready tor a new party consciously dedicat

ed to social politics. 

It is quite evident that the election ot 1912 was signiti

oant in bringing to an issue this tight between the interests ot 

the privileged and the interests ot the people. Twelve months 

atter the memorable election, ex-president Tatt is reported to 

have said that he was in no mood to minimize the critical nature 

of the conditions that prevailed in politics and business and 

society attar the Spanish-American War, and which seemed to have 

crystallized into a rig1g control of all by great business. He 

added, ttTb.at the occasion tor general alarm was justified, no 
21 one who has studied the situation can deny.tt 

It became significant in another feature, however, and that 

was in giving the country a choice between two progressive or 

liberal leaders. It is the purpose of this paper to decide 

whether one of these men had more to otter as a liberal leader 

than the other, or whether one was as sincerely liberal as the 

other. Therefore, I shall give an idea of what I understand by 

the term, liberal leader. 

One author stated that it was a grave problem to distribute 

the fruits ot labor and capital so as to insure the greatest 

21 Beard, 592. 
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good to the greatest number, without impairing the structure ot 

a government based on freedom, established, vouched tor, and 

guaranteed by our Oonstitution--to find a ·path that sought to 
22 build, not to destroy, An editor said, "Every sane and well• 

instructed .American should be at once a progressive and a con

servative--a man may hold tast to well-established institutions 

and at the same time seek to retorm abuses and to make laws and 
23 

governments oontorm with social changes." 

But every statesman who sets out to be a leader in reform 

is bound to meet criticism, and must have the sincerity and ener• 

gy to go on in spite ot opposition, The tirst cry hurled at him 

will be "radical", but in his aim to build, not to destroy, he 

must analyze that cry as coming f'rom those who are tinding their 

private game in politics spoiled. Or, as Dr. Wilson admirably 

expressed it, "Radicalism. seems to be the shock ot hearing the 

truth. The diagnosis is radical, but the cure is remedial; the 

cure is conservative. 24 Again, he said, "Radicalism. does not 

consist in the things that are proposed but in the things dis-
25 

closed." 

I consider a man to be a liberal who realizes the evils ot 

the day and has the courage to attempt to correct them even 

22 Hosford, 136•138, 
23 "Radicals and Conservatives", in Progress of the World SectioJ 

ot The .American Jlonthly Review ot Reviews (New York), XLV, 
143-;-l'ebruary, 1912. -

24 "Life Come from the Soil", in~~ Freedom, 89. 
25 Hostord, 184. 
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though it may be necessary to go against precedent and establish~ 

ed principles. But suoh a leader must go in the direction of 

the people and only far enough ahead of them to be their guide 

and inspiration. With this in mind, I shall report my findings 

on Theodore ·Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, to determine how their 

political actions and publio speeches, especially the campaign 

talks of 1912, characterized them as liberaL:leaders. 



OH.APTER II 

ROOSEVELT A.ND LIBERAL POLICIES 

Theodore Roosevelt started a political career at a very 

early age, a career that was destined to be long and varied, and 

eventually to lead him to the presidency and to be a candidate 

for that ottioe again in 1912. During these years ot political 

service, he was the subject of very high praise and also ot very · 

bitter criticism.. He we.a termed a reformer, an independent, a 

practical politician, an aspiring politician, a conservative, a 

moderate, a progressive, a socialist, a radical. It is interest• 

ing to tollow the oareer ot this man who might have reached the 

goal ot an ideal liberal, but who always seemed to fall just ~ 

short of what was expected ot him, so that his accomplishments, 

his services and his sincerity have become the subject ot much 

controversy. 

Mr. Roosevelt's first venture into politics was his active 

membership in the Republican Club or the Twenty-tirst district Oj 

New York City. He was a young man, recently graduated from 

college, and he had very little knowledge of politics. "No 
l great reforms burned 1n his breast", as one biographer states , 

l Henry F. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt, a B19Sra:P8Y; Harcourt~. 
Brace and Company, New fork, 1031, 5'f. 

- 14 -
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and he did not at the time have any desire tor public office, 

nor any idea ot trying to benefit other people. 2 He simply telt 

that it was his right and the right ot every man to be ot the 

governing class, and he wished to avail himself of that right. 3 

He was a good mixer and seemed to inspire contidence. 

These characteristics led to a triendship with one ot the bosses 

a Mr. Murray, the result ot which was his election to the New 

York legislature by machine methods. He acknowledges the tact 

that neither his reputation nor his ability would have won this 

position tor him.4 We can assume that he had no great political 

aspirations because he wrote to a friend that he intended to 

stay in politics tor only one year.5 

But betore the year was over, :ur. Boosevelt had acquired 

the reputation ot a reformer. His discovery that Supreme JUS• 

tice Westbrook was in corrupt collusion with Jay Gould, and that 

a man in such a position would use his high government ottice to 

serve the purpose ot the wealthy and unscrupulous stock gamblers 

made him a staunch supporter ot political reform. He had found 

a cause tor which he could work to the satisfaction ot his 

2 William Boscoe Thayer, ~dore Boosevelt, an Intimate Bio• 
si:aphY; Grossett and ap, New York, 19I'f, 33. -

3.Theodore Roosevelt, A!! Autobiography, Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1922, 55. 

4 Ibid., 59, eo. 
5 Charles G. Washburne, Theodore Roosevelt, the t°iic o~ his 

Career, Houghton, Mittl1n aompany, ~ostonan ew TOrX,-1916 
(Letter to Mr. Washburne), 7. 



-· 16 -
conscience and his fighting nature. 6 7 

On April 6' 1882 the YOW14 

legislator demanded the impeachment ot the judge in such terms 

as to bring forth this comment, 

That speech ••• is not remarkable tor eloquence. 
But it is remarkable tor tearless candor. He 
called thieves, thieves regardless ot their 
millions; he slashed savagely at the judge and 
the Attorney-General; he told the plain un~ar
nished truth as his indignant eTes saw it. 

The general editorial approbation ot this speech made it 

necessary to investigate the charges. Naturally the Gould inter• · 

eats were vindicated, but Mr. Roosevelt's reputation was made, 

and it determined his policy to remain 1n politics tor a while 

to do his share in making the government give better service to 

the people. So we tind one characteristic ot liberalism in this 

early career ot this man, and one statement ot high praise, 

"Mr• Roosevelt accomplished more good than any man ot his age 
9 

and experience has accomplished in years." 

By serving on a committee tor a Municipal Reform Bill tor 

New York City, Mr. Roosevelt was able to do some government re• 

torm. The bill was to take away from the alderman the power ot 

6 Thayer, 38. 
7 Theodore Roosevelt, Campaigns and Controversies (volume 14 of' 

'!'he Works ot TheodoreRooseviit, in 20 volumes, volume 14 
idr ted by ll'beri Shaw) • Charles Seri bner' s sons, New York, 
1926, 7-11. 

8 Jacob A. Riis, Theodore Roosevelt, the Citizen, Johnson, Wynne 
Company, Washington, D.C., 1904, 55; quoting an article in 
the Saturday Evening-Post, by an unnamed author. 

9 Pringle, 71, trom 'iheNew York Post, June 2, 1882. 
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confirming the mayor's appointments, about wh1oh he made this 

liberal observation: 

Accordingly we tought tor the principle, which 
I believe to be ot universal. application, that 
what is needed in our popular government is to 
give plenty ot power to a tew otticials and to 
make these tew officials genuinely and readily 
respons1ble

1
to the people tor the exercise of 

that power. O 

When a Civil Service Reform Bill was being considered tor 

New York City, he expressed these views: 

Mr object 1n pushing this measure is less to 
raise the standard ot civil service than it is 
to take the ottioe-holders out of politics. It 
is a good thing to raise the character ot our 
public employees, but it is better still to 
take out ot politics the vast band of hired 
mercenaries whose very existence depends on 
their success, and who can always in the end 
overcome the efforts of men whose only oare is 
to secure a pure and honest govermnent.ii 

While these statements show that Mr. Roosevelt had a sin-

cere interest in a government tree trom corruption, we tind 

another expression, ahowing that he still believed in a narrow 

construction of the powers ot that government and that his 

growth into more liberal views along those lines would come 

through experiences and study. Be was asked to serve on a com

mittee to investigate cigar-making in tenement houses, and his 

observation on this work was: 

10 .A.Utobiogra:ehl, s2. 
ll Works ot Roosevelt, XIV, 23, 24. Speech 1n the New York 

Assembly, Aprii 9, 1883, trom The New ~ Ti.mes, April 10, 
1883. ---
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As a matter ot fact I had supposed I would be 
against the legislation, and I rather think 
that I was put on the committee with that idea, 
tor the respectable people I knew were against 
1ti; 1

1
t was contra1r:~ to the principles of2poli

t ca economy of cr,.1.Ssez-taire kind ••• 

But to this he added, •Ky visits to the tenement districts 

made me teel that, whatever the theories might be ••• I 

could not conscientiously vote tor the conditions I saw.n13 

This belief, that government otticials should give efficient 

service to the people, was sincerely carried out by Mr. Roosevel1 . 

in the public ottioes that he held and, while certain important 

decisions and certain oharacter1stios--wh1oh will be discussed 

later--intluenced his policies and gave him a reputation tor in

consistency, it is generally conceded that he did his best to 

serve the public. The next opportwiity that he had to increase 

his tame as a retormer was his position on the Civil Service Com~ 

mission. When Mr. Roosevelt tound how the Civil Service Retorm. 

Act had ~een ignored and evaded, he was ready tor action, and 

through that action he acquired such.a reputation as a •sorap

pern;4 that it allowed some doubt as to whether his motives were 

tor the good that he could do or tor the personal sat1staot1on 

in accomplishing his purpose. '!'he cause tor whioh he began to 

work was tor the enforcement ot the law and the publioitr whioh 

i2·Auto'Pioljaph1, aa. 
13 Ibid., • 
14 R11s, 104. 
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he brought to the merit system did the great service or broaden• 

1ng the public interest in the subject. 

The annual report or the Commission, june 30, 1889, carried 

a liberal objective in the rerorm work, 8'!Jle otrices are not the 

property or the politicians at all, whether ot one party or the 

other, or or both, but on the contrary that they belong to the 

people and should be tilled only with reterenoe to the needs or 

public service."15 Accordingly, under this regime examinations 

were made practical, and the lists were posted in custom houses ' 

and in postottioes, so •hat equal opportunity was given to 

everybody. 

The accomplishments or the Civil Service Commission have 

been recorded by .Mr. Roosevelt in two art1cles16 and one of the 

reviews ot the articles justifies his note or triumph, because 

he really had done very much to accomplish the rerorm.17 

In 1895, Mr. Roosevelt became the president or the Police 

Commission or New York City, and he attacked this job ot retorm 

15 joseph Bucklin Bishop, TJ\eodore Roosevelt ~ !!!!, Time Shown 
in Bis OWn Letters, 2 volumes; Charles Scribner•S"SOns, New 
YOrk,1'fi<T, I, i3. 

16 "The Present Status or the Civil Service Retorm.", by Theodore 
. Roosevelt in The Atlantic Jonthllm(New York and Boston) 

February, 1S9r,-revlewed in !lie erican Monthlt Review ot 
Beviewst<New York), XI, 196, Vircb, 1895. "h11 ioil ISsiis 
ments in the Coming Campaign• by Theodore Roosevelt 1n ~ 
Atlan1;1o Monthly (New York and Boston), july, 1892, rev!iW
ed in !tie jpierlcan Monthlz Review .2!, Reviews (New York), 
VI, 72, August,~aga. 

17 The .American Monthlz Review or Reviews (New York), March,1895 
-xt, 196. -
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in his usunl enthusiastic manner with the t1:·;o-fold purpose of 

getting the police force out of politics of see1nc to it 

that the r:;en did their duty in enforcing a.11 lawu. His theory 

wa.s sound enough. It wu:; his duty to see thnt o.11 lawc Tiere en-

forced th.er they we:t•o good lnvrn or bad laws, because other-

wise the department could not be cleansed. also hnd the idea 

that this wns u ohRnce to show the people thnt lsws which were 

renllY uea.pons for blnokmail were often put on the statute books 

it l l f' l 1 18 
because of a hypoor ioa appea o ohuro1-go ng people. An 

exam.ple ot this wns a law :forbidding the sale of liquor on 

sundny, but when Mr. Hoosevelt insisted on enforcing this law he 

was criticized tor interfering vri th personai 11 berty and for 

depriving the working man of his beer while t.lte woal thy could 

drinl:: W'tdisturbed at their clubs. Then the encm.ies of rcforI:1 

got the cleve1• idea or bringiag to ltght other laws such ns the 

"blue" ~.ii.mde:/ laws which l:r. Roosevelt, in his sense of duty, 

would have ta enforce, a.n<.l the papers conspicmou;;;;ly played up 

-----~--·"'-"·--'··--~·-..... -- ~ .. ~------
lB "~}unday Closing" by Theodore Roosevelt, in ~ Fo.rum (New York 

Gepter~1ber, 1895, a..1d in Eo9lure 's r:a5azin:e (New 'York) , Oc to 
ber, 1895, 5:475•4?9, reviewed in irrle .1\tll~r:t,,oan Monthly ,!lE!
viev1 ot Reviews (Nev: York}, October, 1895, !2:464; 11 The lm
f'O'"r"'Oement o:r riiri1" by Theodore Roosevelt, in The Forum (New 
York}, Nover1ber, 1901, 32;:256 (oopyrighted bytr1e 'i!Srtll1'l. 
Publishing Cor1pany in 18~14); "Ta.king the New York Police 
Out o:e .Poli ti est' by Theodore Hoosevel t, in the ,q_oS:ffi9J?..O.lJ.:Bfil 
November 1095, reviewed in The ~rionn J;:onthl,l Rcvievr 2f. 
Heviews (New York), Nove:mba:r-;l'B95, l:~: 607. 
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the sufferings of the poorer people through the enf'orce:oent of: 

these laws, which broue:ht severe cri ticis;::·;. to the young reform-

19 
er• 

It was n discourag1Ilg r1eriod or i•efo:tT1, and yet £,~r. Roose-
20 <!:tl velt's own speeches and art1alea~ ~ndicute his pride in hav-

ing 1111provec1 cond1 tions 1n the polioe force and in the oi ty 

generelly. He vme chosen es the lllon ct the month, by the A.tner1-

oan :MonthlJ!: Hevi~w .Q.t Heviev1s, 22 and there is e record of praise 

received from an ed1 tor not given to ma.king i'e.vorable rem.arks: 

I have a concern, ae the Q,uakera say, to put 
on record my earnest belief that 1n New York 
you are doing the gt•oatest "WOrk o'f which any 
A.."lerioan today is capable, and exhibiting to 
the young :nen of the country the spectacle of 
Ci very 1m.portant ottice adrdni atered by a ruan 
of high ahuractcr in the 1n.ost efficient way, 
arnid a thousand difficulties. As a lesson 1n 
pol:l tics I s>. amlot th1n1t ot anything more in
st1"ucti ve .2~3 

Another favorable opinion was that he had acoorn.plished so 

muoh good during this part ot his onreer that there was great 

re{;t;ret in New York City at his rasignation. 24 On the other hand 

one vrri ter states that l,c'fr. Roosevelt left his job just when he 

·----~-------------~-·----
19 Pringle, 144. ilso ~m editorial in 'l'he New York 1l.'1rnes • 

Ootobex· 22, 1895 (revievring this pha'Se--o? Roosevelt 1s 
oareur when he was running for governor of Nav-1 York;. 

20 New York ¥~1lY r.rribune, October 11 and 24, 1B95. 
21 8ee note L. 
2iZ "Theodore Roosevelt, A Charactel' 8ketoh11 , by .Tulian Ralph, in 

12; 159-1?1, August, 1895. 
23 Thayer, lOG, citing a letter to Hoosevolt .from Edwin Godkin, 

editor ~f ~ Nation, and~~ York ~'vening E2.21• 
24 ~·' 10-.i. 
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mJ.ght have acoorapli shed a real service Of rotor1~, had he recog-

nized the signit'ioruloe of a law passed in lSGG i"lhicl1 wns t~~ boon 

to oorru,1erc1a.lized vice, tmd that a:.. police counissioner ho ~:ds

pl.aoed hi:::> faith, had hud too much optimisr:i, and that it dawned 

upon hir: too la.te that the task had been futile. 25 

r.rhe conclusion on this early part of :.:r. Roosevelt's career 

is that it was ohuraoterized by an interest in po11t1oal reform, 

and thnt his sense of duty and this interest led him to accom

plish all the good that he could in any official position that 

he held, and that in general he was well satiofied with his own 

aocomplishments. But he was r:ci ther a radical nor an unselfish 

refor:mer who wns willing to devote his entire ru:ibi tion to the 

refor~ns he started. Political not:ives no doubt influenced his 

a.ccepta.noe ot' the various appo1ntnents~6 al thoue;J,1 one biographer 
27 contends that such is not the case. 

lu"'l 1nportt:mt oonsideration in the study of this sto.tesraan 

as a liberal leader is his f\:t'fi11ation with the Hepublican party 

If, in the first enthusiasm ot the praise he received for his 

worl: a.s legislator, he had an idea. tha.t he could wor1< inde:penden 

ly in the oause that was important to hin just then, such 

th-:mchts Ymrc soon dispelled because here is his stutemont at 

25 Pringle, 147-149. 
26 1_p1d., ll3, 115, 120. 

'I'heodore Roosevelt, 
64. 

27 Washburne, 20. 

Thayer, 84. i'!altor F. Mccaleb, 
.1:U bert and Charles Boni , New York, 1951 
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the oonolusion of his third term: 

I aooomplished practically nothing. r beat a 
few bad measures, passed a few good ones, and 
I satisfied nobody, neither·JD.1' party, nor the 
reformers, nor myself. So I made up my mind 
that I, Theodore Roosevelt, the man, could do 
nothing in this work; but that as one among 
many, as a politician w1 th a party back of me, 
I might do something by choosing among the 
good things those which might be put through, 28 and among the bad, those which might be beaten. 

On this conclusion a comment is made that Mr. Roosevelt, the 

statesman became the opportunist pol1tician~9 There is, also, 

one biographer's opinion that this man, born with the mental and 

moral equipment of an independent, made himself, by unrem11iting 
30 endeavor, a pretty good partisan. 

A very severe test came to Mr. Roosevelt in 1884, but his 

Republicanism won out. He was a member of the Republican Nation· 

al Convention which nominated Mr. Blaine as the presidential can· 

didate. Xr. Blaine had the reputation of a very corrupt public 
31 . 

lite, and was praised highly by Gould. Ur. Roosevelt did all 

he could to prevent the nomina~ion, .and must have been disgusted 

with the action of the party. Nevertheless, in spite of his in-
, 

consistent position, atter serio~ delib.,..at1on he decided not 1;( 

bolt with the Independents. He claimed that a man could not worl 

28 Editorial in !he Arena ('l'renton, New J'ersey and Boston, 'Mass/ 
J"uly, 1908 :--;-xL, aa. 

29 Ibid. . 
30 "&iiicis E. Leupp, ~!!a Roo~evel t, A. Portra1 t Sketch, 

D. Appleton & Company, New ork, l9'?r4:. 
31 Pringle, 86. 
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both within and without a party and that he had decided with his 

eyes open to stay in the party because, as he said, "I am by 1n

her1 tance and by education a Republican; whatever good I have 

been able to accomplish in public lite has been accomplished 

through the Republican party.•32 Naturally his Independent 

triends who had taken such great pride in Kr. Roosevelt's reco:rt. 

as legislator were keenly disappointed, but two ot them later 
33 acknowledged that to him it was ainoerely the "only way.ff And 

he probably was just as sincere in his regret that his triends 

had bolted, as he put 1 t, •to the camp ot those who are ••• the 

most bitter toes ot the very principle which Independent Bepubli· 

oans have so staunchly upheld" and because "'?he Bepubliean party 

is certainly better titted to serve the State than the Democra-
34 cy." 

In another speech, he made this statement, "I insist this 

much, that there ab.all be adequate cause tor leaving the party, 

that there shall be a proper time chosen, and that we shall be 

absolutely certain that the results reached will be proper,•35 

32 Works ot Roosevelt, XIV, 39; an interview in 'l'he l3oston 
Heral?, 1u1y 2§, 1884. 

33 "President Roosevelt" by Poultney Bigelow in 'l'he Contemporary 
Review (London) LXXX, 463, October, 1901. !hayer, 55. 

34 Works ot Boosevel t, XIV, 40•43, Speech be tore the Young Re
pulillian Club of Brooklyn, New York; October 18, 1884; in 
New York ¥a1lf Tribune, October 19, 1884. 

35 Ibl'd.","'""ii=5 , A dress before the Repu1llicans of Malden, Mass .• , .. 
---OCtober 20, 1884; Boston Daily Advertiser, October 21, 1884. 
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He admitted that a party was usetul only in so tar as it served 

the State, and, although at this time the Republican party had 

as bad, it not a worse reputation than Blaine, to Mr. Roosevelt 

it was still the same party that had come in as the party ot pro• 

gress.36 In spite ot this• one might agree with the opinion tha1 

he must have possessed an "unusual degree ot the political asset 

ot selt-hypnosis"37 to have worked tor the success ot the Repub

lican party in 1884, and that that asset stayed with him in the 

years to tollow. Eleven years later he made this statement, "It 

is bad enough to allow a man who is dishonest to stand as the re• 

presentative ot your party 1:i1 any pos1 tion.· You can, however, 

invent excuses tor it. I do not think they are valid excuses 

but they •••• otten have weight."38 

· Du.ring his term ot police commissioner, he was so irritated 

by the action ot the Republican machine in blocking his efforts 

that he was on the point or attacking them attar the election of 

1896 but tor the warning against such a policy by Mr. Lodge.39 

That seems to be his last idea ot any such drastic action, be

cause trom then on until the close ot his presidency he was the 

36 '!'hayer, 46; Lord Charmwood, Theodore Roosevelt• Constable & 
Oompany, Limited, London, 1923 181. 

37 Pr1 ngle , 81. 
38 Works !!!!. Rooseveli, XIV, 194, "Americanism in MU.n1cipal Poli• 

tics". Address before the Liberal Club ot Buttalo, New York, 
September 10, 1895. 

39 Henry Cabot Lodge, Selections from the Correspondence ot Theo
dore Etoosevelt and Henry Cabot 1!dee, in two volumes; -
Etoosevelt to flOdii. October 18, 8 5; Lodge to Roosevelt, 
October 31, 1895, I, 88. 
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practical politician in his dealings With the Republican Party. 

In 1898, when the opportunity came his way for governorship 

ot New York, he knew that he needed the machine just as he had 

in his first political venture, but this time the machine needed 

just such a man as he was for the party candidate.40 It neces

sitated a conference with the bosses to get the nomination and 

Mr. Roosevelt was not above accepting that requirement, but it 

can be said in his favor that no pledges were exacted of him.41 

'!'his conference lost him many independent votes and it was de

plored by one editor that Roosevelt made his appearance as a 

candidate of a typical bess-ridden oonvent1on;42 but even then 

the press was expressing the opinion that he had the courage to 

do the right thing in spite of bosses and regardless of party.43 

There was a handicap to this alliance with the machine be

cause it meant the endorsement of the previous state administra

tion which had been notably corrupt. This bitter pill the hones1 

Mr. Roosevelt had to swallow, but he evaded 1 t as much as poss! bl :t. 

40 See page 15. 
41 The !'!.!.!: York Times, September 18, 1898. New llrk Daily !£1-

oune, SeP,iember 18, 1898, The .American UC>iit l Review of 
ReVrews, (New York.l XVIII, '38'r; Progress of the World, -
October, 1898. 

42 Editorial in The New York Timer' September 19, 1898. 
43 ~ !!,! York '!'lie"i;-Septemberl, 19 1 1898; New~ Daily 

Tribune,-september 11, 1898; The American IO'iithlt Rev.i.ew of 
Reviewa, (New Yorkl XVIII, 387-;-ootober, 1898; ed torial iii"" 
The Independent,(New YorkL v. 50, 557; also, 990, October 
6, 1898 ed., August 25, 1898; Public Opinion, XXV, 419, 420t 
October, 1898. Comments from Press mostly favorable. The 
New York World accused him of boss control. Not choice of 
The WaShington l2!!• 
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bY dwelling on the sater topic ot national atta1rs instead ot 

taoing the state issues in his speeches. In spite of the oriti-
44 oism this brought to him, he was elected and New York was eon-

gratula ted on its prospects tor retorm. 45 Nor did Mr. Roosevelt 

disappoint the confidence ot his tollowers. He gave a very- good 

administration and was highly complimented on the progressive 
46 

legislation accomplished during the f"irst year. 

During the second year ot his governorship, a presidential 

campaign year, the effect ot his atfiliation with the Republican 

party, and his own political aspirations tor another term as 

governor, and possible aspirations to the presidency, show a m.or 

conservative man in ottice; a man willing to listen to some ex

tent to the warnings ot the Republican State Chairman to be cau

tious 1n his utteranoes, 47 and a man more closely in contact 

with the bosses, although his own comment was: 

I have never done and shall never do one thing 
I ought not to do at the request ot Senator 
Platt, and the whole success of my administration 
has been due, as much as to any other cause, to 
the tact tha' I have been able to work with the 
organization.48 

44 Editorial in '!'he Na1iion, (New York~ V. 67, 272, October 13, 
1898; editorial in '1ie New York Times, October 6, 1898. 

45 Pubtio Of1nion, New York,~-613, November 17, 1898. 
46 ld1oria in !he Independent,(New Yor~, v, 1245, Kay 4, 1899; 

New York Jaig fi'1 bune, April 29, 1899. 
47 Pringle, 8 ; n]aliiin Odell to Roosevelt, December 20, 1899. 
48 Bishop, I, 131; Letter to Dr. T. R. Slicer, june 29, 1900. 
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:sut diplomatic as he tried to be, Kr. Roosevelt could not satia

ty everybody, and his policies seem to have been too liberal to 

suit the Republican machine because it was rumored as early as 
49 

March, 1899 that :Mr. Platt and his colleagues were going to 

get him into the more harmless position of the vice-presidency, 

which is exactly what happened. This was not what he wanted at 
50 

all, but as a loyal party man 1 t may have been some oomf'ort to 

him,when the nomination was given to him, to have these words 

said of him: 

You have shown the people of this country that a 
political career and good citizenship could go 
hand-in-hand and that devotion to the public wel
fare was consistent

5
f1th party membership and 

party organization. 

Atter his election we have, in the following extract f'rom 

a letter, an example ot his method of adjusting himselt to new 

positions& (He was giving a dinner in honor or J. P. Morgan) 

· You see 1 t represents an effort on my part to 
become a conserva t1 ve man in 'OOuch w1 th the 
influential classes, and I think I deserve en
couragement. Hitherto I have given dinners 
only to professional politicians or more or less 
wild-eyed radicals. Now I am at work endg1vor
ing to assume the vice-presidential pose. 

In September, 1901 President McKinley was assassinated and 

Mr. Roosevelt was the new president, bound by no pledges, 

49 The Ne~ York 8a;••• Mareh 27, 1899; .!.!:! ~ Daily Tribune, 
--ilarc ~l • 

50 Correspondence, I, 447, Roosevelt to Lodge, February 2, 1900. 
51 Public Oplii!on,( Hew Yor~, rm, 72, hly 19, 1900, No1;1:f'1ca

tion speech. 
52 Pringle, 227. Le1iter to Root, December 5, l9QO. 
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according to one opinion, with a chance of becoming not the head 
53 ot a political party but of a nation. A tew years of pros-

perity and contentment had given industrial, commercial and 

railroad interests a smug satisfaction and control of the Repub-

lican party which was more and more the party of reactionaries. 

BUt underneath this surface contentment there was unrest. Par

ties were in a chaotic condition. It was probable that in the 

next few years the masses of voters would attach themselves to 

the party which seemed likely to represent the greater proteet101 

to the general interests. New life had to be injected into the 

Republican party 1f it was to set forth the reform.a urgently de

manded. A group ot Progressives were already try1.ng to bring 

about these changes. The people, realizing that the bosses had 

been quietly iaonopolizing every form ot political activity, need• 
54 ed a leader. Would Mr. Roosevelt, now at the height of politi-

cal ambitions, take this opportunity to ally himself with the 

progressive group and become the leader of the :people? No, he 

was still the cautious party man and, at the time, had no inten

tion ot becoming an independent liberal leader. 

He realized as well as anyone that the Republican party had 

gone trom the hands of the conservatives into the hands ot the 

53 "A Working Man tor President• by Xohn Brisben Walker, in !he 
Cosmopolitan, A Jlonthli Illustrated Kasazine, (New YorkJ 
iiiiI, 25, November, 1 Ol. 

54 Editorial in~ Nation, (New Yorkj_, v. 74, 478, Xune 19, 1902. 
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reactionaries, but he blamed this on the foolish and 111-judged 

mock rad1cal1SDL ot the last deoade ot the nineteenth century, 

which had made it necessary to uphold cautiously the interests 
55 of popular government. In 1896, Mr. Roosevelt had declared 

that the election was •traught with much consequence." He con

sidered that the people who were behind lfr. Bryan were "impelled 
56 by a wave ot genuine fanaticism.", or, as he put it: 

It is a semi-socialistic, agrarian movement with 
free silver as a mere incident, supported mainly 
because it 1s hoped thereby to damage the well
to-do and thrifty ••• Organized labor is the 
ohiet support ot Bryan in the big cities ••• All 
the ugly toroes that s9ethe beneath the social 
orust are behind hi#.o 

He denounced the tarit't and financial views ot the Democrat 

during that campaign, and he gave most bitter opinions ot the 

Populista.58 In 1900, he telt the same way, "l!'our years ago the 

success ot the Populists and Democrats would have meant teartul. 

misery and disaster. Today it would mean all these and, in addi 

tion, the immeasurable disgrace ot abandoning the proud position 

we have taken.•59 

As a matter ot tact, Mr. Roosevelt had no more desire to se 

a new economic change than did the Old Guard, but he did realize 

55 AutobiograJ!lz, 350-351. 
56 Letters i!W! !heodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 

!8'10-1 , dliaries Scribner's Bins, 'New York, 1t24; Roose-
velt to Anna, J"Ul.7 26, 1896, 188. 

57 Ibid., 194; Roosevelt to Anna, September 89, 1896. 
58 WO'r'is .2t Roosevelt, XIV, 243; •!he Issues ot 1896", in~ 

dentu~ Lezine, November, 1895. 
59 Pllbl!c iin10li, llfew. York;], XXIX, 1011 J"uly 26, 1900, speech at 

St. Pa · before National League or Republican O ubs. Last 
ar or 
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as they did not, that the unrest was too great to be ignored, 

and that something must be done in a moderate way to ward ott 

the growing socialistic ideas. Stocks had already tallen enough 

to assure him that it was wise to aocept the advice ot his 

brother-in-law, Mr. Robinson, to be close-mouthed and conserva

tive and to assure the country that he intended to carry o~t the 

administration's policy and to keep the cabinet as it was. 60 

He theretore announced: 

In this hour ••• r wish to state that it shall 
be my aim to continue absolutely unbroken the 
policy ot President McKinley tor the peace, 
prosperity and honor ot our country.6i 

The new president started his course with the oontidence ot 

the country back ot hilll and with the assurance ot the press that 

he was a conservative man, 62 a man with a passion tor good ad• 

ministration whioh he had preached and entorced all his lite.63 

It was llr. Roosevelt's policy to work within his party and 

with the men he tound there.64 He was willing to make some com

promises tor what he termed the "larger good", the theory that 

it you couldn't do ideally the best, to do the best you could. 65 

He telt that every man in public lite was bound to do all the 

50 Pringle, 238. 
61 :McOaleb, 108. 
68 Public O,pinion, (ilew YorkJ, rm, 3:55, September 19; .387; Sep

tember 86, 1901, Press comments. '?he Chicago Record Herald 
September 15, 1901, Press oomments:--ob'.1cago Eafll Tribune, 
September 15, 1901. Press comments, !!!,! !ork a l Tribune, 
September 15, 1901. 

63 Public Opinion, (New Yorkt rm, 355, September 19, 1901. 
64 Autobiof§a;phx, 352. 
65 Leupp, 3. 
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good he could and to stop all the evil. 66 But at the same time 

he was determined that he would not abandon his principles, and 

confident that the people were with him, his turther plan was t 

keep them informed of what he was aocomplishing.67 As the years 

went on and he became dissatisfied with the reactionaries within 

the party, he claims that he accomplished many of his reforms 
68 by going over their heads, directly to the people. 

The principles of this leader should now be considered and 

his ideas of some of the big problems of the day should be dis

cussed, to show how he did work within his party, how his in

creasing anxiety over social conditions led him toward radical-

ism and yet how often caution influenced his actions. 

Tariff was one of the major problems of the day. Originall 

Mr. Roosevelt belonged to the Free Trade Club, but in 1884, when 

he decided to stick to the Republican party, he resigned fi'om 

this club on the grounds that he was a Republican first and a 

tree-trader second. To him tariff was never a moral issue; he 

considered that both paths led to the same goal, although he ad

mitted that protective tariff might be the longer road.69 Mr. 

McKinley, in his Buffalo speech, 70 had taken a more liberal 

66 "Latitude and Longitude among Reformers" by Theodore Roosevelt 
. in!!'!!, Centurz (New York),LX, 214-216, June, 1900. 

67 Bishop, 150. 
68 Autobiography, 352. 
69 Leupp, 257, 258{ Pringle 64, 79. 
70 Public Opinion (New York~, XXXI, 358, September 19, 1901. 
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policy toward tariff and reciprocity, and it was supposed by man; 

that the new president's acceptance of the administration's 

course would mean action along this line. But Mr. Roosevelt's 

fear that business might be upset, and that a stand on such a 

controversial subject would have a bad efteot on the party, 

avoided the matter as much as was possible. He did suggest a 

flexibility in schedules to meet the changing economic oonditioni 

and a non-partisan committee of experts to make a thorough study 

of the various taritts,71 but he was opposed to any tampering witll 
72 tariffs that might lower J.merican standards of living and he 

did not agree with the idea that tariff was connected with the 
73 

evils of the trusts. 

His attitude on the subject in general is well expressed in 

one of his letters,74 

I am by no means certain .what we can get the 
party as a whole to do--what position we can 
get it to take--and, of pourse, I do not want 
to take a stand upon a matter of expediency 
(that is all the question ot tariff revision 
is) until I have some hopes of bringing the 
party up to that position. 

71 The Outlook (New York), v. 72, 244, October 4, 1902. 
72 Willis Fletcher Johnson, editor of Addresses and Pape~ by 

Theodore Roosevelt, The Sun Dial diassfcs Company, . blish
ers, ·-.{New York), l~WS, 8'1;. Speech at Logansport, September 
23, 1903. 

73 ~., 84, Speech at Cincinnati, September 20, 1902. Theodore 
Roosevelt, State Papers as Governor and President 1899-1909, 
(XV of The J£rkf orTheo'dare Rooseveltithis volume edited 
by Gittord no oiT, 144, I!inual Message, 1902. 

74 Correspqndenoe II, 6, Personal letter to Mr. Lo4ge, April 27, 
1903. 
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He goes on to say that nothing can be done in an election 

yea:r but suggests the following for the platform: 

••• time has come for going over schedules, 
and tor, wherever necessary, revising them 
and tor reducing such as it may be found 
desirable to reduce; but that this revision 
must be made in accordance with the principle 
of the protective system, and by the triends 
ot the system. such a pledge we could keep, 
for we could set to work, if we were victor
ious and with four years ahead ot us we could 

do the work with very little chance of jar
ring business interests ••• 

Nothing was done in the next four years and, in his annual 

message of 1907 he was still advising revision, but not on the 

"eve of election", so Mr. Tatt inherited this vexing problem. 

As for reciprocity he had little to say except With regard 

to Cuba, and in his first :message he took the commendable atti• 

tude that this was a matter ot national honor and should be 

'15 given immediate attention. His special message to Congress in 

1903 was criticized on the grounds that his plea for Cuba was 
76 less insistent and the result was an act which showed compro-

77 
mise, as :Mr. Roosevelt would say, tor the "larger good"• 

But it te.ritt was not a moral issue with the new president, 

corruption in the trusts was, and it was along that line that he 

chose to fight and to take his fight to the people. The ideas 

which he broadoasted in his speeches on a tour through New En.gl8111 

75 Works ot Roosevelt, XV, 427. 
76 Editorial in !he Nation (New York), v. 74, 259, April 3, 1902. 
77 See page 31. ----
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1n the tall ot 1902 gave him the reputation ot a-•trust buster":€ 

people rallied to him because he was denounoing the things that 

theY knew to be corrupt, but it they expected a solution ot the 

problem they were to be disappointed since he did not have any 
79 crystallized program tor carrying out his ideas. In fact he 

is said to have admitted that he did not know what the matter 

was f'undamentally nor what to do about it tundamentally.80 Yet 

even those who criticized him for vagueness and inconclusiveness 

were willing to admit his s1ncerity81 and to accept the tact tha1 

he was ahead ot his times in his ideas.82 

It was atter his term ot Civil Service Commissioner that 

Mr. Roosevelt began to understand that it was not merely enough 

to improve political conditions, but that the government could 

do muoh to improve economic cond1,ions and to secure social and 

industrial justice.83 This was the policy he adopted toward the 

trusts when he was governor of New York. He had no sympathy with 

the outcry against corporations as such nor against prosperous 

business men because they were prosperous. He considered that 

the new economic order required corporations and that the people 

78 Public Opinion New York), XXXIII, 294-295, September 4, 1902. 
79 MoCaleb, 184. 
80 "Roosevelt•Tatt-Lalollette on What the Matter is in America 

and What to Do J..bout It" by Lincoln Steffens 1n Everzbody's 
Magazine, (New York)• XVIII, 725-736, June 1908. 

81 Editorial in!!!! Nation, v. 75, 437, December 4, 1902; McCaleb 1 

254. 
82 Pringle, 426. 
83 Autobiography, 158 1 159. 
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and the country as a whole had benefited very greatly through 

them• But he did teel that it was very necessary for the govern

ment to control and supervise them.84 In rerterson's day there 

had been great need tor the largest possible liberty or the indi 

vidual, now that need was reversed.85 

As the chief executive ot the country his idea remained the 

same. As has been said, he did not consider tariff as a contri

buting cause to the evils or the trusts, nor did he see capital

ism as the root ot the evil, but he did consider that since cor

porations had become so stupendous, government control and supe:p. 

vision was very necessary. His problem then was to tind out how 

much power the government really had.86 He recommended to Con

gress a Department ot Commerce and Industries to investigate and 
87 get tacts about corporations and to make these tacts public 

and in his speeches he suggested that it the needed legislation 

was not permitted by the Constitution that it should be am.ended 

to grant that power.88 

He then had the government bring suit against a merger 

known as the Northern Securities Company, the success ot Which 

established the power of the government to deal with great 

84 Public Opinion (New York), XIVI, 421, April 6, 1899; Special 
Lasage of GOvernor Roosevelt to the New York Legislature, 
March 2'7, 1899. 

85 Autobiography, 423. 
86 Iutobiograpfii, 423. 
87 Works .Q!. ifoosevel t, XV, 87; First Annual Message to Congress. 
88 Addresses, 78, Speech at Wheeling, Virginia, September 6, 190~. 
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00rporations and made the Sherman Anti-Trust A.ct :more effective. 

J.nd it may be said to his oredit that he continued pressing 

trust control in 1903, in spite of the political effect 1t might 

have had on him personally.89 But he never did solve the pro

blem of devising a method tor govermnent control. He never had 

liked the Shel'Slt.an An.ti-Trust Act and when it showed vulnerabilitJ 

in his Standard Oil prosecution he was more than ever against it, 

He said, 

It is profoundly immoral to put or keep on 
the statute book a law, nominally in the 
interest ot the public morality, that really 
puts a premium on public im:m.orality by under-
1;aking to forbid honest men from doing what 
must be done under modern business conditions. 
It is a public evil to have on the statute 
book a law incapable of tull enforcement, 
because both judges and juries realize that 
its full entorcs~ent would destroy the business 
ot the country. 

91 At times, he advised repeal ot the law, at others, making it 
92 more ettioient, and in his final message in 1908 he demanded 

a substitute tor the law that woUl.d give the National Government 

:tull control and supervision. 

89 Pringle, 340. 
90 Works 2! Roosev9lt, XV, 141 1 Annual Message, 1907; Mccaleb, 

340. 
91 McOaleb, 239; David Saville MU.zzy, ~e~ericy. Adventure 

trom the j1v1fi .J!l., in two volumes, · per and '.!rOtliers Pub-. 
Iriliers, ew orx-and London, 1927 1 II, 436. 

92 Editorial in Ameriean Monthly Review ot Reviews, XXXIX, 14, 
January, 1909. 
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One evil ot the trusts recognized by Irr, Roosevelt was the 

granting ot railroad rebates and, atter his very popular elec-
- 93 

tion in 1904, he came out boldly against this evil practice, 

selecting an issue, as one biographer says, that demonstrated 
94 his grasp ot popular prejudice and popular limits. One editor 

commends him on having laid his fingers on the crying sins ot 

railroads and that, it he could end rebates, a new era would 

begin and much ot the trust problem would be solved, 95 At times 

he expressed himself very radically on this subject, at others 
96 he modified his statements, but his caution was :maintained by 

his emphasis on the faet that, even under government control and 

supervision of railroads, the investors must be considered and 
97 

must get a just reward and benefit tram their investments. It 

is telt that by progress ot events he was led to become more 

radical than he at first proposed, 98 but he contended that his 

recommendations were in the name of real conservatism to prevent 

93 Works of Roosevelt, XV, 225, Annual Message, 1904; The Chica~~ 
~il.z J'ourn~, December 6, 1904; '!'he Chice.10 rilY Tribune, 

cember 7, 904; ~ Chicago Record Heral~ ecember 'I ,!904. 
94 Pringle, 415, 
95 Editorial in The Chicago Dai1fn~1bune, December 7, 1904. 
96 Works or Roosiiilt, xv, 2'14, ne.l :Message, 1905; Editorial 
~fork Jofi11Tr1bune, December 6, 1905. 

97 The Rooseveri o , Speeches, Letters and State Papers,£!-
-Ya t~s to C!orporate Weal th and Cloa,e~ ftlied 'l'opio.s !!, 

The ore-Roo sevelj, Presi~of' the n ted Sta tea, in two 
voiumes, '!'he current Li te:raiirePubliShing company, Bew·- · , 
York, 1908, II, 485. 

98 james Ford Rhodes, !!!!! McKinley !:!:! Roosevelt tdm.inistrat1ons, 
1897-1909, The Macmillan Company, New York, 922, 323, 
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governr.wnt ovmersh1p of rnilronds. 

He c~ave his support to th.e Hepburn T1111 nh1ch w: G nn act 

whereby the control of railroads was to be given entirely- to the 

Interstate Cm::nneroo CO'.ci.'171iss1on. l 'r. Hooscvcl t 's e.tt1 tude m1c 

that if the l.imi ts of this bill we1'e to be defined, they should 

limit rather than broaden the pm1ers of the court, and he neer:ied. 

to feel tho.t there was 11 ttle use in touchinr; the subject at ull 

and put 1 t 1nto oporHtion irrespective of the rich·ts or pa.rties 
99 

or the author1 ty of the courts. To the di sappointnent ot m.a.ny 

who hnd 1·.een \7ntch1ng his worl< with approval, ho gave in to the 

:1.llison .~~·1ond.rc.ont whioh limited the poTmrs 9'f the Crn:u:11ss1on 

rather thm1. tl1at or the courts. He y;us accused of running away 

tro:··~ his own fic;ht, nnd ho strengthened the opinion of those who 

already believed that in tho long run he alvnays oame out in favor! 

of the 1nterestD.lOO 

In spite of ori tioiam. 1 the aot WB.s n stop fo!"'lvard, and 1 t 

may bo said that, al though t:.;,i s riarticular president did not ao-

c01:1p11sh as rauch toward overcoming the proble:m of trusts ns r:i.1r_:llt 

have been expected from all thrtt he had to say on the subject, 

his adlninistra.t1on ·wc,:s t:mr1rnd by aone constructive acts such o.o 

n J?ure :E'ood nnd Drug Act and the acts connected w1 th his 

-------·~----------------------~------------~~~~--9g correspondence, II, 217, Roosevelt to Lodge, ;'e.y 11, 1906. 
00 "'J'.'lie Preaiden t, the Hate 13111, and the ·,ublic ~3erv1ce Co.r:1pa

nies", editorial in 111.ho Arena (Uow Jersey nnd. :}oston), 
JCOCVI, 87-92, July, !906. 
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eonservat1on policy which, to some extent, curbed the maletac-
101 

tors ot great wealth. 

As to social betterment, Mr. Roosevelt was tar trom liberal 

in the early part ot his career. He showed the ignorance and 
102 

prejudice common to his class, and, as legislator, voted a-

gainst abolition ot contract labor and the conditions ot virtual 

slavery in the State prison, stating it, "maudlin sympathy tor 

convicts ••• tor men who had deliberately placed themselves out• 
103 

side the pale ot soo1 ety. '' He also spoke against a bll1l to tor· 

bid streetcar conductors and motormen from working twelve hours 

a day. He called it soo1al1st1o,'and scorned employees who want· 
104 ed to be coddled by government protection. As candidate tor 

mayor ot New York City, in 1886, he had nothing to otter labor. 

He was accused ot belonging to the employing and landlord class 

who knew nothing ot the needs ot the masses and whose best in-
105 terests were served when wages were low and rents high. In 

his denial ot these charges, Mr. Roosevelt retuaed to believe 

that the mass ot .American people were 1n the deplorable condit1ox 

pictured by his correspondent, but that, even so, the statesmen 

were no more responsible beoause some people were poor than 

101 '?hayer, 236, 237. Autobiography, 391-392, 393 tt. 
102 Pringle, 77. 
103 Works ot Roosevelt, XIV, 25, speech to the New York J.ssembly 1 

.A.pr1ll8, 1883; in The New 3o;ri Times, April 19, 1883. 
104 ~!!!!York ?.'imes, J'anuary-3 , l, 18a4, cited in Pringle, 

·18. 
105 Works ot Roosevelt, XIV, 70, Dennis Donohoe to Roosevelt, 

Ootobir 20, la96. 
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because some were near-sighted. His closing words give the sub

stance of his attitude of the time, "Some of the evils are real 

and oan be remedied, but the real ones can only be gotten ever 

through capacity tor steady, individual selt•help which is the 

glory of every Jmerioan."106 

His experiences, as Civil Service Commissioner and Police 

commissioner, and study gave him a different view ot such matter• 

as indicated in his campaign speeches when he was running tor 

governor. In a speech tG the workingmen, he admits that he has 

studied the question and has chanaed his general views,107 tor 
108 whioh admission he is praised editorially. He was still cau-

tious enough to promise his support ot measures which did not 

interfere with the rights of others, which could better be ad

ministered by the State than by any private agency and that did 

not tend to impair self-reliance, which was as far as 1ntell1gen1 

labor leaders were disposed to go at that time.109 While he was 

governor, he made constructive reconD'D.endations for seeing that 

the labor legislation ot the state was enforced, and he was in

terested in bills tor the supervision ot sweat-shops.lll> 

106 Ibid., Roosevelt to Donohoe, October 22, 1888. 
107 ~ew YofW Times, October 19, 1898; New York Daill 'l'ribune, 

--Oc 1io ber , 1811. .. . 
108 Editorial in ~l!.lt ~ '!'imes, October 19, 1898. 
109 Ib1g. 
UO New York £1lz Tribune, January 3, 1899. Works ot Roosevelt,, 

XV, 5, ssage to the New York Legislature. 
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When he entered the presidency he had no definite plans ot 

hOW conditions could be bettered, but by that time he was tirmly 

convinced that governmental agencies should be used tor the prac· 

tical betterment ot living and working conditions. He was dis

gusted, so he states, with the •tetish" ot States' Rights being 

used to block national legislation against corporations and in 
ill the interests ot the working-man. He was interested in main-

taining a high standard ot living tor the tarmer and the working· 

man. He wanted all labor legislation enforced in the District 

ot Columbia and an Employers' Liability Law tor the District, an( 

he hoped to discover a way ot extending the Federal scope in the 

matter ot liability. He hoped to accomplish better conditions 

through his pet idea ot publicity ot the labor conditions througll-
112 

out the state. That he was conservative in the matter, early 

in his presidency, is sho11I1 in the statement, "a line of demar

cation between unhealthy over-interference and unhealthy lack ot 

regulation is not always well def'ined and shitts with the change 
113 

in our industrial needs." But as time went on, he f'elt ham-
114 

pered by the lack of' power et the National Government, until 

toward the end ot his administration he was wildly suggesting alJ 

lll .A.Utobio~aRhz, 461, 385, 350•51. 
112 Works o Roosevelt, XV, 93, First Annual Message, 1901. 
113 Polioy-Y, 127, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, .A.prll 6, 1906. 
114 Works ot Roosevelt, XV, 284, .Annual Message, 1905; 358, An• 

nuil"1lessage, 1106. 
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sarts ot social legislation whioh could not possibly be passed 
115 during his term. He did succeed in accomplishing an Employers 

Liability and Satety Appliance Law. 

During the second year of his presidency, Mr. Roosevelt as

sumed a responsibility considered by D18J17 as unconstitutional. 

He appointed a commission to investigate conditions with regard 

to a coal strike. He really took action because ot the suf'feri?l4 
116 consumers, but he was praised as the champion ot the working 

classes, and it gave him the right to put the legitimate rights 
117 

of labor as a plank in his platform. His own version ot his 

interference is thus expressed. 

I did not usurp power, but I did greatly broaden 
the use ot the executive power. In other words, 
I acted tor the public welfare, I acted tor the 
common well-being ot all our people, whenever 
and in whatever manner was necessary, unless pre
vented by direct constitution or legislative pro
hibition.118 

Buch an attitude would be characteristic ot a liberal leader, bu• 

even after this interference on his part, he was very cautious 

about :machinery tor compulsory investigations ot controversies 

between employers and employees.119 He adv1sed caution and the 

testing ot each step by actual results, and, by 1907, considered 

115 Il2a., 436, 437, Annual Message, 1907; 499, .Annual :Uessage, 
1908. 

116 "President Roosevelt's First Year", by a Progressive Repub
lican in The North American Beview, Bew York, 175, 721, 
December,""l'fo2; lew York Dilly Tribune, March 21, 1903. 

117 Pringle, 278. 
118 AutobiograW, 357. 
119 Works ot Boosevelt, XV, 361, .Annual M•esage, 1906. 
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it part ot the progressive program to create a board ot compul

sory investigation where mediation 1n industrial controversies 
120 

had failed. 

J.lthoUgh Mr. Roosevelt favored organization ot labor, he in 

sisted that such groups respect the rights ot others. When the 

labor organization demanded the dismissal ot a Mr. Miller f'rom 

the Government Printing Otfioe because he was not a union man, 

the President considered it against his ideas of justice and he 

definitely expressed his opinion. 

Ot course I will not tor one momen't submit to 
dictation by labor unions any more than by the 
trusts, no matter what the effect on the present 
elections may be ••• I will proceed upon the 
only plan possible tor a self-respecting .American 
Presid§nt and treat each man on his merits as a 
man. SJ. 

And in this respect, we might ~all attention to an ideal vision 
122 ot this statesman, a "Sacred Oneness" ot the body politic. In 

an early speech as legislator he had said, "I represent neither 

capital nor labor, I represent every American citizen be he 
123 laborer or be he capitalist•, and around this he based his 

policies, and he sincerely tried to live up to this philosophy. 

He never tired ot preaching this doctrine: 

We do not intend that this Republic shall ever 
tail as those republics o~ ancient times tailed, 
in which there finally came to be a government 
by classes, which resulted either in the poor 
plundering the rich or the rich exploiting the 
poor. For either means the destruction ot tree 

120 Ibid., 436, .Annual Message, 1906. 
121 Leupp, 241. 

Th.a er, 249. 
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institutions and of individual liberty.124 

one biographer comments: 

This made him the greatest of modern Democrats, 
and the chief interpreter, as it seems to me, 
ot the highest ideals of American Democracy. 
The ideal of Oneness can never be realized in a 
State which perm.its a single class to enjoy pri
vileges ot its own at the expense of other 
classes.125 

Mr. Roosevelt was a tar less cautious and conservative man 

during the last two years ot his term. He had ceased to try to 

work with the reactionary members of Congress, assured now that 

his method ot appealing to the people had brought him their sup

port and that it was through their influence that the construct

ive, liberal acts ot his ad.ministration had been passed. In 

1907 he recommended a liberal construction ot the Constitution 

and attacked the courts as obstacles to progress.126 He also be• 

gan his denunciation ot "Wicked corporations" and "malefactors 

of great wealth". He·:retused to stop these attacks even though 

it might hurt business, because he claimed that it was a oontlict 

between "righteousness and business and he accepted righteousness~ 

When his policies were blamed tor the panic of 1907, he admitted 

that they might be a .contributory cause but that even though they 

124 MUzzy, 425, a speech at the Union League Club, Philadelphia, 
January 1904, and often repeated in speeches and messages. 

125 Thayer, 249. 
126 Pringle; Wgrks g.t Roosevelt, XV, 504, 517, A.nn11al Message, 

1908~ . 
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were, his answer was, •Tb.ey must be accepted as a d1sagreeab1e 

but unavoidable feature in a course ot policy which, as long as 
12'1 I am president, will not be changed.• 

In a special message to Congress in :ranuary 1908, he claim• 

ed, "••• business hurt by a movement tor honesty is the kind ot 

business which • • • it pays the country to have hurt. "128 And, 

It it were tlnle that to cut out rottenness :trom 
the body politic meant a momentary check to an 
unhealthy seeming pro8perity, I should not tor 
one moment hesitate to put the knife to corrup-
tion ••• Our main quarrel is not with the rep
resentatives ot interests. Tb.ey derive their 
chief power rrom the great sinister orrenders 
who stand behind them. They are but puppet• 
••• We seek to control law-defying wealth.•i29 

Naturally he was condemned by New York and Wall Street tor 

suoh utterances, but he was praised by the West and South,130 

and received editorial approval in the .American Monthly Review 

!,! Rev1ews131 and in The :Arena.132 It is interesting to note, 

however, that a later editorial in the latter periodical claimed 

that the President had a conference with :Mr. Morgan and Mr. Harri• 

man, which was followed by "an aim-to-please message or March 25" 

in which he tried to "massage the sore spots in the elements or 
. 133 

ot political inrluenoe.• 

127 Bishop, II, 43. 
188 Pringle, 478. 
129 Rhodes, 344. 
130 Editorial in Jm.erioan Monthlz Review or Reviews,(New York~ 

xxxv11, 2ea, '8bruar7 !9oe: -
131 Ibid. . 
132 iilviI, 350, March 1908. 
133 XXXVII, 622, 1lay 1908. 
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134 

Also, in 190'1, Mr. Roosevelt began his innumerable re-

commendations on labor legislation, on turther conservation 

iegislation, on ways and means or controlling railroads, recom

mendations tor an inheritance tax and tor home rule tor Alaska, 

and so on, until one ot his loyal supporters criticized the 

variety and regretted that he was not giving more construotiTe 

attention to a tew ot the present needs.135 He continued such 
136 

recommendations in his December message or 1908, and in spe-
137 

oial messages throughout the year, to a Congress that was ig• 

noring both him and his recommendations. One commentator de~ 

clared that his whole social philosophy had been declared in his 

1908 message, but that the problems would no doubt remain un

settled even after Taft's administration.138 However, this edito 

said that Mr. Roosevelt's preview ot the situation was as valu

able as that ot any other man in public lite, and might stimulat 

a formation or intelligent public opinion. And another editor 

remarked that it might have a lasting etteot on the social and 

political tuture ot the republic because it contained the newer 
139 

oonvinetions and aspirations ot the American people. 

'!'hat seems to be the general opinion or the liberalism or 

this statesman--that he had broadened the social conscience ot 

134 Works .2! RooseTel', XV, 410, .Annual Message, 1907. 
135 Editorial in Chio~o Daili Tribune, December 4, 1907. 
136 Works or RooseTel , iv, 4 9. 
137 Prinsli; 479t4S2. 
138 New York :Qai~Y 'l'ribune, December 9, 1908. 
139 The Oiiriaso ally Tribune, December 9, 1908. 
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140 

the people, or, as one writer says, "Although his accomplish• 

•ents were meager, his name would ultimately be linked with a 

great series ot social and political movements to which he had 
141 

given the initial impulse.• 

Perhaps his accomplishments were meager compared to the 1m• 

pression he gave ot what he exPeoted to accomplish, A.s one cri

tic says, "He undid with his lett hand what he proclaimed with 
142 

his right' but it cannot be denied that in each ot the many 

political positions he held, he made contributions of a liberal 

nature. And we can agree that he did want to do a lasting good 

to mankind and that the country never lost taith in the sinceri 

ot his intentions and the integrity ot his purpose during those 
143 years ot service. 

On the other hand, he might have accomplished many more ot 

his reforms had he seen the opportunity ot allying himself with 
144 

the progressive element within his party. Although he was 

ahead ot the majority ot the Republicans in his idea, his liber

alism was formulating as he went along and he was not tar enough 

ahead ot the times tor effective leadership. He may also be 

140 London World, quoted in The .American Monthlz Review of 
Reviews Xxxrx:, 475·6, April 19o9. -

141 ttPresiaent Roosevelt" by Thurslon Peck in The Bookman,(New 
Yorkt XXIX, 25-31, March 1909. -

142 "Roosevelt as a Reaot1onist" by George Lewellyn Riis, in The 
.All'ena (Trenton and Boston), XXXIX, 289-99, March 1908. -

143 "A Glance at President Roosevelt's J.dmin1strat1on and His 
Person•, by J'ohn Works in The Arena (!renton and Boston), 
ltXCX, 156-159, February 1'§08. 

144 "Is President Roosevelt a Reactionist", editorial in '!'he 
Arena (Trenton and Bo st on) , n XI I, 354-355 , Mar oh, !Mrs. 



- 49 -

criticized tor his own optimistic approbation. As he had pledge 

1n 1904 not to be a candidate in 1908, he kept that pledge, but 

he chose Mr. Tatt as his successor and he seems to have lett the 

presidency with a confident feeling that Ur. Taft would be able 

to carry on a reform program and that he had lett the Republican 

party once more "the progressive and indeed the fairly radical 
145 

progressive party ot the nation.• 

145 J.Utobiosraphz, 352. 



CH.APTER III 

MR. ROOSEVELT AS A LIBERAL CANDIDATE IN 1912 

An author who terms Mr. Roosevelt, "-The Great Progressive" 
l 

classifies the years 1901 to 1909 as the prologue tor 1910-1914. 

The policies and actions ot this statesman tor those earlier 

years have been discussed, and it is now necessary to consider 

the events ot 1910 and 1911, which had a bearing on the campaign 

year ot 1912, and then to take up the story ot that significant 

election year. 

Although Jlr. Roosevelt was out ot the country tor two years 1 

he was fairly well informed about American attairs and had very 

evidently given the matters thought and consideration, as is in

dicated by his correspondence with Mr. Lodge. Tb.is friend had 

advised him not to torm his judgment until he had returned and 
2 had received accurate intorm.ation, and he seemed willing to 

3 
accept this advice and to tavor Mr. Tatt'a renomination, al-

though he admitted that he was out ot sympathy with the taritt 

l 'l'heodore Roosevelt, Social J°ust1ee and Popular Rule, Essays, 
Addresses and Pllbflc Statements Ri!itlns to tlii"lZo~esilve 
iOvemen'E, (volume 'I ot the W9rks of Theodore"'Tooseve t, 
National edition in 20 volumes, tiirs volume edited by Herber1 
Knox), Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1926. IntroductioI 
by Herbert Knox. 

2 Correspondence, II, 357, Lodge to Roosevelt, january 15, 1910, 
361; Roosevelt to Lodge, March 14, 1910. 

3 ~., 363, Roosevelt to Lodge, April 6, 1910. 

- 50 -



·-
- 51 -

JJlethod and with Mr. Taft's dependence on lfr. Cannon, Mr. Payne, 

and Mr. Aldrich. He expressed his general attitude: 

••• tor me to go into a whole-hearted campaign, 
battling for the Administration through th1ok 
and thin, upholding Congress, making such appeals 
as I did in 1906 and 1908, would be ••• out ot 
the question. The party leaders have shown with 
the utmost possible distinctness that while they 
welcome and are anxious tor my help 1n carrying 
an election they are cynically indifferent, or 
rather cynically and contemptuously hostile to 
doing themselves anything after election which 
shall show the slightest regard to what I have 
promise4.4 

Mr. Lodge, the loyal Republican, realized that in the elec

tions of 1910 his party was very likely to lose, but he tried to 

convince Mr. Roosevelt that his help was needed at this or1tioal 

time: 

All I want you to say ••• that you want the 
Republican party to win because you think that 
on the whole it is the national party and one 
to which the country can look tor carrying out 
ot the policies in which the American people 
believe.5 

The reply he received said: 

It seems to me that Taft, Cannon, and Aldrich 
and the others have totally misestimated the 
character of the movement which we now have to 
tace in .American life ••• Our own party leaders 
did not realize that I was able to hold the 
Republican party in power only because I insist
ed on a steady advance, and dragged them along 
with me. Now the advance has been stopped and 
whether we blame the people on the one side or 
the leaders on the other the fact remains that 
we are in a very uncomfortable pos1t1on.6 

4 Ibid., 367, Roosevelt to Lodge, April 11, 1910. 
5 !'6Ia., 376, Lodge to Roosevelt, April 251 1910. 
6 ~., 379, Roosevelt to Lodge, May 5, 1~10. 
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This lack ot sympathy with certain tact1ons ot the Repub

lican party, and the tact that he was not inclined to be a 

speaker tor a party which he was sure would be defeated, led him 

to deliberate tor some time on the policy to pursue, but his 

loyalty to those party men who had always been in sympathy with 

his views, and had aided him when he was governor and president, 
7 intluenced him to go to their aid now. His first public appeal 

was tor the passage ot the direct primary bill tor New York, a 
8 measure which was defeated by the machine, much to his disgust. 

Then came the outstanding speech at Ossawotom1e, Kansas, 9 

the speech which toretold the charter ot the Progressive Party. 

It was on this occasion that Mr. Roosevelt proclaimed the •New 

Nationalism". This creed is said to have been conceived by Mr. 

Oroly, whose writings influenced him, but a creed that could 
10 righttully be claimed as his own. Was there anything so new 

or radical in this speech? Jlr. Roosevelt's answer we.a: 

All my ••• statements have already been made, or 
at least in ettect have been made in my messages 
to Congress. I may have here and there strength• 
ened them, or made them clearer, but substantially 
what I said at Ossawotomie consisted ot assembling 
those points I made in my messages to Congress 
which I regarded as ot the moat importance tor 
the moment.11 

'!'hose points were that in the struggle tor hwnan betterment 

there must be a large measure ot equality ot opportunity, and to 
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that end the destruction ot special privilege. In order to give 

a square deal to labor and to the tarmer, this leader proclaimed 

that the rules must be changed. It would be necessary to super

vise the capitalization ot railroads and corporations and to 

have a taritf commission to eliminate the intluence of the 

v1nterests• on dratting taritt schedules. He advocated income 

and inheritance taxes to guard against too large tortunes. His 

theory ot the New Nationalism was thus expressed: 

I do not ask tor over-centralization but I do 
ask that we work in a spirit ot broad and tar
reaching nationalism when we work tor what con
cerns our people as a whole ••• The betterment 
which we seek must be acoomplished, I believe, 
mainly through the national government. The 
.American people are right in demanding that 
Hew Nationalism without which we cannot hope 
to deal with new problems. The New Nationalism 
regards the executive power as the steward of 
the public weltare. It demands of the judici
ary that it shall be interested primarily in 
human weltare rather than in property. 2 

OUr attention is called by one biographer13 to certain 

parts ot the speech which were more emphatic perhaps than state

ments in his messages to Congress: 

And, 

The New Nationalism implies ••• tar more governmental 
interterence with social and economic conditions 
than we have yet had, but I think we have got 
to tace the tact that such increase is now 
necessary. 

12 Works 21. Roosevel.t, XVII, 19, speech at O.ssawotomie., 
13 Prlii1e, 843. 
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We are taoe to faoe with new conoept1ons ot 
the relations of property to human welfare 
••• The man who strongly holds that every 
hUJIUlD. right is secondary to his profit must 
now give way to the advocate ot human wel
fare, who rightly maintains that every man 
holds his property· subject to the seneral 
~ ot the comm.unity to regulate its use 
to""'i'iiaiever degree th& public weltaie'miY 
require it. 

Naturally the press comments were many and varied. One edi· 

tor considered it a speech that should meet the approval of both 

Progressive Democrats and Progressive Republicans and stated, 

ttTheodore Roosevelt is marching on, a progressive, heart and 

soul, hard to remain silent when reactionaries are busy and so 
14 

much depends upon outspoken, resolute leadership." Another 

paper declared the speech a detailed statement ot progressive 

republicanism and continued, "the leader ot which, as a broad 

practical movement growing in scope and power tor nearly a dec-
15 

ade, has been. Th.eQdore Roosevelt." This same editor tound 

nothing new or novel in the speech, but praised it tor "crystal

lizing, defining, and concentrating the whole progressive move

ment as it had not been done before.• 

Then we also tind the comment that atter all his weighing 

and considering, Mr. Roosevelt had jumped into the middle ot the 

insurgent group, not only swearing brotherhood with Pinohot, 

LaFollette and othera, but expressing himself as even more 

14 Editorial in The Chicago Record Herald, September 1, 1910. 
15 Editorial 1n llii Ohlcago pa!fi Tribune, September 1, 1910. 
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16 1nsurgent. The question was raised as to where he could be 

drifting, accepting as he had virtually the entire Bryan program 

even Bryan's attitude toward the great underlying problems ot 

the economic organization, and had gone tarther in his readiness 

to assume that the government must remedy the economic evils, no 

matter how deep were their toundations in the innermost structur 

ot our economic lite, and however violent might be the departure 
17 

trom established principles. 

Many blamed Mr. Roosevelt tor attracting attention trom Mr. 

Tatt to himself, interpreting it as an opportunity to get himsel 
18 in line tor the presidency, and there was the prophecy that, 

with the West enthusiastically endorsing the •New Nationalism.•, 

he might be tempted to torm a new party, recruited trom the Pro

gressives, which would split the politics ot the country into 

the deep and natural divisions ot Liberals and Conservatives.19 

The Republican party did lose in the elections ot 1910, but 

Mr. Roosevelt more than ever stood by the declarations ot his 

speech, and claimed, •'lh.e tight tor progressive popular govern

ment has merely bega.n, and will ce~tainly go on to a triumphant 

conclusion in spite ot initial checks and in sp1 te ot the 

16 The Chicago Da11Y Zournal, September 1, 1910. 1910 
17 laitoriaJ. in Tile Naiion,(New York~) Vol. 91, 232, September lS 
18 Current Literiiir!, Ofew York}, XI.IX, 351, October, 191(), ex• 

tracts f'rom Presa Oommen ts trom !'!!X Ygrk §Ya, !!.!. Bal t1more 
sun, The. Spr1pgfield Republican. 

19 "The ooiit'Us1on ot American Politics• by Sydney Brooks, in 
!!!!. Living ~ (Boston), Vol. 86'1, 323-331, November 5, 191 • 
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20 personal success or failure ot individual leaders." He used 

bis editorship of the !a! OUtloolt to express his views and to 

keep betore the people his ideas during the year ot 1911. No 

doubt he was sincere in all that he proclaimed, and certainly 

his sentiments were liberal, but he did not have any program 

planned whereby his ideas could be sucoesstully carried out, nor 

did he want to be put to such a test. 

It was at this time that the insurgent or progressive re

publicans organized under the leadership ot Mr. La Follette.21 

They declared that their purpose was to get the control ot the 

government out ot the hands ot the privileged and into the hand 

ot the people. In order to reestablish popular government and t 

get desirable progressive legislation, they were tor direct pri- ... 

maries~ direct election ot delegates to the national conventions, 

initiative, referendum., recall and a thorough-going oorrupt

practioes act. Here was a chance tor Kr. Roosevelt to ally him

self with a group who were in sympathy with his own liberal idea 

but he was not ready tor such a move. He said to them, 

I am a progressive. I oould not be any
thing else. We must work and we musj

2
tigb.t 

tor the restoration of popular rule. 

He endorsed their policies in i'b.e Outlook. But to a friend -
20 Pringle, 544, citing The outlook (New York), November 19, 191 
21 !A! Independent (New !Or'k), V. 71, 89, October 26, 1911. 

News section. 
22. Muzzy, 563. 
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he commented, 't\Th.erever there is any reason for caution, we are 

not only content but desirous of progresaing slowly and in a. 

cautious manner."23 He gave as his reason for not formally be-

coming a member of the association his fear that it might re

solve itself into a small group too far in advance of the times~~ 

Had he been that sincere, strong leader people were hoping for, 

he might have joined these men to lead them as far as he wanted 

them to go. But as we have seen before, he never has seized 

what seemed to onlookers the opportunity. In this case Mr. La 

Follette was the leader and the man his followers hoped to have 

for the republican presidential candidate, so it was perhaps too 

much to expect Mr. Roosevelt to subordinate himself to another, 

even though it might have secured for the people many of his 

cherished ideals. 

Muoh interest was now focused on the matter of the presi

dential candidate. Mr. Roosevelt's attitude was that Mr. Ta:f't 

would make a very weak candidate and that Mr. La Follette would 

have no strength east of the Mississippi. He felt that there 

would be an honest feeling among the people for a sincere, fear

less, and intelligent leader but he did not seem to consider tha~ 

23 Pringle, 548, citing a letter of Roosevelt to Jonathan 
Bourne, January 2, 1911. 

24 ,ill.A., 548. 
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there was any serious move on their part to demand him as that 
25 ieader. He wrote to a friend. •I -.ost emphatically do not 

yish the nomination ••• I should regard it aa a calalllity to be 

nominated." Again he wrote. ~r am not a candidate, I will never 

be a candidate." But he added• "I do not feel it would be right 

and proper for me to say that under no circumstances would I 

accept it it it came."26 This last expression gives the idea 

that he rather hoped for a popular demand. :Further evidence is 

tound in the following letter: 

I shall not seek the nomination. nor would 
I accept it if it came to me as a result 
of intrigue. But I will not tie my hands 
by a statement which would make it difficult 
or impossible tor me to serve the public 
by undertak1ng a great task U ~ people y 
a whol.e seemed detinitely to come to the con• 
cluslon that I ought to do the task••• It at 
this the people feel that I am the one man in 
sight to do the job• then I should regard my
self as shirking a plain duty it I retused to 
do it ••• It the people should teel that I 
em the instrumeRt io be used at this time, I 
should aoeept even although I knew I should 
be broken and cast aside in the using ••• I 
have all along felt that even it there should 
be a strong popular demand tor me, yet that 
unless K~' demand were liter,lly overwhelminf 
1t ooul ard!y maki'"Ttselt e teotive, BUt 1 
seems to me that it is better that 1t should 

25 Harold Howland, Theodore Roosevelt !!!S !11.!. Times, A Chronicle 
ot the Pro~e1sive Movement,(V. 47 ot Chronicles ot .America 
Iii titty vo umes) edited by Alley Johnson, 204. Al.so 
Letters !2, Anna, 399 1 January 12, 1912. 

26 ~·, to Mr. Rowland's father, December 1912. 
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make itself etfective rather tha.n that by 
any action ot mine should make 1 t seem 
that I desire the Presidency tor ny own 
sake, or that I am willing to accept unless 
it comes 19 me as a result ot a real popular 
moTement. 

Mr. Roosevelt had no delusions as to the ditticulties that 

would taoe him as president, but he seemed to be obsessed with 

this idea ot wanting to be the leader ot the people. !hen, 

opportunely, Kr. La Follette appeared to have a nervous break

down. 28 It was not hard to convince Roosevelt that progressiv

ism should not be abandoned tor lack ot a leader. He, also, 

argued with himself that the tteiends and governors who sought 
I 

his candidacy were those same men who deserved his loyalty in 
~ 

return tor the help that they had given to him in his earlier 

experiences. He still insisted that the nomination must come 

as a real popular demand and, theretcr e, wanted presidential pr1-

mar1e~, but in the meantime he helped the governors draw up the 

letter which was to.be the tormal request tor his candidacy,29 

and this request and his acceptance was published in February.50 

Simultaneous to his acceptance came the addre:ss to the Ohio 

2'7 Howland, 207. 
28 Oscar King Davis, Released tor l!Bblication, Some Inside l2!!

tical Histonr ,2' TheodoreRoosevelt and HIS'!imes 
(i89&-1918)~Hou8hton, Miti'iin co.,Boston--e:iid New York1 1925, 258. Editorial in 1'b.e Nation (New York), cited 1n 
editorial review in~ LIVI'ns ~ (Boston), v. 272, 815, 
Maroh 50, 1912. 

89 Howland, 203; Charnwood, 169-171. 
30 !!! 12.£!£ Daily Tribune, l'ebruary 26, 1912. 
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constitutional Convention,31 at which time he seemed willing to 

give full swing to his ideas. He restated h1s stand that modern 

business methods must be accepted as an established and necessary 

tact and that, therefore, the federal government must assume the 

task of seeing to the welfare ot the three large divisions of our 

population, the tillers ot the soil, the wage-workers and the 

business men. He then went turther and advocated as a means to 

accomplish this end the same things the La Follette Conference 

had proclaimed--the short ballot, direct primaries, direct elec

tion of United State senators, initiative, and referendum.. He 

qualified his acceptance ot the last two as a means of correcting 

the evil condition ot misrepresentation and ot making our govern

ment truly representative. As to recall, he did not believe that 

recall was necessary tor short-term elected ottices, he admitted 
38 that originally he had been ho stile to the 1 dea of recall, but 

that he was now convinced that recall might be used to advantage, 

provided that it was used only when there was a genuine and wide• 

spread public feeling among a majority of voters. 33 'J.'he next 

phase of his discussion was his attitude toward the courts. 

31 "A Charter ot Democracy", an address by Honorable Theodore 
Roosevelt, Ex-President of the United States., betore the 
Ohio Convention on February 21, 1912. .Al.so in newspapers. 
Editorial in New York Daily Tribgne, February 22, 1912. 
Ed. February 23'; M2. 

32 Ibid; also in Editorial in !!.!: ~ Daily Tribune, February 
--a!, 1912. 

33 Ibid., 12. 
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He commented: 

The administration ot justice has withdrawn trom 
lite and become artiticial and technical ••• by 
the abuse ot the power to declare laws unconsti
tutional the courts have become a law-making in
stead ot a law-enforcing agency."34 

He expressed the opinion that judges are bound not only to con

sider the law but the conditions ot actual lite to which the 

law applied. He believed in recall ot judges only as a last 
35 

resort, but he advised and urged the recall ot judicial deci-

sions because he claimed that unless the people were allowed ti

nally to interpret the tun.damental law,· our government was not a 

popular government. He ad.mi tted that the people would not be in• 

tallible, but added, •they are more otten sound in their dee1sioxs 

than is the case with any ot our government bodies to whom, tor 
1136 

their convenience, they have delegated their power. 

This speech, and all that was involved in his acceptance ot 

the candidacy and that would be involved in his campaign tor 

nomination made Mr. Roosevelt again the focus tor press comments 

and gave his biographers tood tor thought. It was estimated tha1 

very tew periodicals and only ~ per cent ot the papers were tox 
37 him at this time. The man who teared to join the insurgent 

group a tew months betore, because he telt that they were ahead 

ot the people, was now classed as not only a radical, but an 

34 Ibid., 13. 
35 Tm.' 13. 
36 n;ra. , 13. 
37 Bri'!le:r Gillman, Roosevelt, ~ IDmm: Warrior (Little 

and Company, Boston, 1921), 32~av1s, 266. 
Brown 
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ultra radical, and as being ahead ot the most radical progress-
38 

1ves. His three devices to secure more democratic legislation 
39 

completely trighiened the conservatives. But one editor, not 

classed among those who tavored him, gave the tair criticism 

that the speech was neither strikingly "rad1ca1" nor conservativt 

but intensely practical and deliberately made so because, since 

he had been asked to give practical advice and aid, he had had 
40 

to consider tacts, not theories. 

His critics now pounced on everything they could to prove 

him inconsistent and insincere. How could a man, who had de

clared :Mr. Lodge the greatest man in public lite ot any country, 

in any position, at any time, propose to abandon those teatures 

ot our system ot constitutional government considered so essen

tial to that system by that great statesman?41 Mr. Roosevelt 

had formerly disdained to violate established precedents; this 
42 seemed sudden. But, tound in his correspondence with Mr. Lodge 

is the following: 

l!'or a couple ot years I have telt that you and I 
were heading opposite ways as regards internal 
politics ••• As regards my Columbus speech every 

38 Edi tori al in The Living !s!_ (Bos ton) , Vol. 2'12, 810, Marcli, 
1912. ~ Yiid'ependent:\New York), Vol. '12, 431, l!'ebruary 
29, 1912. itJmerican J.ttairs" by A. Maurioe Low, in The 
Living ~. Vol. 273, 259-266, March 4, 1912. 

39 Pr!ngl. e, 55'. 
40 The Ohioaso Reoofd-Herald February 22, 1912. 
41 i'lii fndependen iHew York j , Vol. '12, 582 , Maroh 14, 1912 • 
42 !Iii ~vin~eh (Boston), Vol. 2'12, 808, quot1p.g the Saturday 

--We ew, o 30, 1912. 
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single _point has appeared in my editorials 
in The Outlook, and what I said about the 
judges was said in my Cooper Union speech 
last October and reol~itulated in l'!!! .Q!!!-
look two months ago. · -

An.other point of attack was the "third term".· This state-

ment of 1904 was again quoted: 

On the 4th of March next I shall have 
served three and one half years and these 
three and one half' years oonsti tute my 
first term. The wise custom which limits 
the Presidency to two terms.regards the 
substance and not the f'orm and under no 
circumstance w.111 I be candidate or ac
cept another nomination.44 

To be sure, when asked if he meant he would not run in 1912 or 

in 1916, he had replied that it would be preposterous to answer 

that at the time; now he qualified his statement by saying that 

he had meant consecutive terms, and that he was not going agains 
45 precedent, but it did not lessen the criticism of insincerity. 

The third term idea, even though he had not called attention to 

it himself, would detract from his popularity as a candidate.46 

His critics also found insincerity when they recalled his 

statement of 1908 that Mr. Taft had "the broadest sympathies wit 

43 Corres~ondence, II, 423, 424, 425, Roosevelt to Lodget March 
1, 112. Same idea found in The Living~ (BostonJ, Vol. 
272, 813, quoting an editorial from The Nation, March 30, 
1912. 

44 The Independent (New York), Vol. 72, 422, February 22, 1912. 
45 Ibid., citing The Outlook and The Chicago Evening Post, 

-ranua.ry 31, rn2; "The BfflubllCan Preaident!a! Nominee" by 
Jaoob Gould Sohurma'ilTn ~ Independent, Vol. 72, 600, 
March 21, 1912. 

46 ~Independent (New York), Vol. 72, 431, February 29, 1912. 
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our citizens", and his present assertions ot widespread popular 

discontent with the administration, because Mr. Taft had not 

been suttioiently interested in "the promotion ot human welfare.~ 

ManY coDDllentators claimed that Mr. Taft's record as a progressive 
47 

was as good as Mr. Roosevelt's. Furthermore, he was now put-

ting himselt into a position where he, as a former president, as 

the Republicans' greatest party man, would have to attack his OWil 

party, its leaders and its records for the past three and one

halt years. Then after asserting that the party leaders 1n the 

various st~tes were guilty ot deliberate and premeditated fraud, 

he would be asking that party to take him as its standard bear-
48 er. And what assurance did he have that he was the "one" man 

to become leader at this time? 
49 

He had alienated many Progressives who felt that he had 

been disloyal to Mr. La.7ollette. He was accused ot having urged 

him to make the race and then to have insidiously and secretly 
50 

undermined the organization. 

In 1896 he had criticized Mr. Bryan's attack on the supreme 

Court in these words: 

47 Editorial in The Independent,lNew YorJQ, Vol. 72, 422, Februar31 
22, 1912. "'.American Atfairstt by Maurice A. Low, 1n The L1vi11 ~ 
~' (BostonJ Vol. 273, 259-266, May 4, 1912. The OlUCyo 
lte'Oo;-d-Herald., February 27, 1912. New York Dalll 'l'rihune, 
February 22, l9l2. 

48 Editorial in The Independent, Vol. 72, 422, February 22, 1912, 
49 Editorial in New !j!k15a11l Tribune, ~.ebruary 22, 1912. •Jmeri

oan Af'tairs,.,..-,;,. urlce • tow in The Livins ~,(BostoIJ), 
Vol. 273, 259-266, May 4, 1912. The Independent, Vol. 72, 
581, March 14, 1912. 

50 The Independent, Vol. 72, 422, February 22, 1912, quoting 
-ilr. !ouser,1lal'ollette•s oampaim manager. 
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Furthermore, the Chicago convention attacked the 
Supreme Court. Again this represents a species 
ot atavism--that is, ot recurrence to the ways 
ot thought ot remote barbarian ancestors. Sav
ages do not like an independent and upright ju
diciary. They want the judge to decide their 51 
way, and it he does not they want to behead him. 

This seemed applicable to Mr. Roosevelt today. 

He was criticized for hedging around his acceptance ot 

•recall" with so many qualitications that it was hard to under-
52 

stand just what he did stand for. He was accused at wanting 
53 votes, of insatiable ambition and unquenchable thirst tor ap-

54 
plause and flattery, and ot being a very spasmodic and incon-

sequent retormer, and that now all that he would accomplish 

would be to ruin the chances of victory of the Republicans in 
55 

November. 

But he still had his admirers to counteract the criticisms. 

Many firmly believed that it was sincerity to the cause that led 

him to become a candidate. One of his defendants claimed that 

his disloyalty to the Republican machine, instead ot being otten• 

sive, should be commended. He said: 

51 "Amer1 can A.f'tairs", by Maurice A. Low, in 1!!!, L1 ving M!.• 
(BostonJ Vol. 273 254-260, May 4, 1912. 

52 The Living A&h_ (BostonJ Vol. 272, 808, quoting The Saturda.v 
--.Review, iii4"; 815, quo ting The Na t1 on, March 30; 1912. 

53 Ibid. ---
54 ~Ohicaso Dai~ Journal, February 26, 1912, quoting an edi

---torial tram e Dew York World. 
55 Editorial in 'l'h91iatr0n, (New York) Vol. 94, 202, February 29, 

1912 Ed. n!Jii Heavy Responsibility". 
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Jlr. Roosevelt may have the greatest respect tor 
the Republican party as such, and yet hold that 
the famous •policies• on which he set his heart, 
and which he left to his party as a legacy, have 
been neglected, and that it is his duty to force 
them again upon 8R

6
inattentive country by every 

legitimate means • 

.A.nd praised him as having a worthy motive and as acting as a man 

of principle and honesty. 
57 A biographer, who disagreed with Mr. Roosevelt on the re-

call of judicial decisions, was sure that he was absolutely sin

cere in his acceptance of this remedy, and that he entered this 

campaign without any desire to gratify a personal ambition, but 

as the leader of a cause in which he sincerely believed. He had 

said: 

In order to succeed we need leaders of inspired 
idealism, leaders to whom are granted great 
visions ••• who can kindle the people with the 
fire from their burning souls. The leader ••• 
is but an instrument, to be used until broken 
and then cast aside ••• It is or little matter 
whether anyone fails or succeeds, but the cause 
shall not fail for it is the cause of manld.nd.58 

If he had been interested only in political aspirations at 

the time, he might have temporized; he could have played up the 

56 The Living ~ (Boston), Vol. 272, 808-817, quotations from 
an editorraI' in The S~eotator, March 30, 1912. i'he Amerio 
Monthly Review o?"lfev ews, Vol. 46, 268-274, September, 
comments t'avorab!y. 

57 Washburne, 179-195. 
58 Ibid., 177. Howland, 212, Carnegie Hall Address, quoted 

--virch 20, 1912. 
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ultra radicalism ot LaFollette and Bryan, instead ot saying what 
59 

he believed. But we have these words ot his: 

I have never hesitated to say a thing because it 
might be unpopular any more than I have never 
tound it necessary to say things I did not be
lieve merely because they might be popular.60 

The months preceding the Republican convention would have 

to be used to convince the people that he was sincerely their 

leader. He confided in his intimate triends that it was his 

ambition to draw into one dominant stream all the intelligent 

and patriotic elements in order to prepare against the social 
61 

upheaval which was about to overwhelm the country. He remark ... 

ed: 

The most important questions ot today are the 
humanitarian and economic ••• I like power, but 
I care nothing to be president as president. I 
am interested in these ideas ot mine and want 
to carry them through.62 

In his mind the Progressive movement meant an intelligent direc

tion undertaken tor the general weltare ot the community by the 

State. He proclaimed: 

Every man is to that extent a Progressive it he 
stands tor any form ot social justice, whether 

59 Pringle, 557; Gill.man, 313. 
60 Talks with Theodore Roosevelt trom the Diaries ot john j• 

Li81"1--;-l'r., CHoUihton, W:tflin Company, Boston and New York, 
1920). Biographers state this also. Lewis Einstein, 
Roosevelt, His X1nd in Action (Houghton, Mifflin Company, 
BOston and New fork,l930), 101. Jiu.rat Halstead, The Lite 
ot Theodore Roosevelt, Twentz-titth President ot the United 
States (!tie Sa8lt1eld Publishing Company, Chicagoand New 
York, 1902), 72. 

81 Einstein, 210. 
62 Charm.wood, 172. 
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it is securing proper protection tor factory 
girls against dangerous machinery, tor secur
ing a proper lim.1 tation ot labor tor women and 
children in industry, tor securing proper liv
ing conditions tor those who dwell in the thick• 
ly crowded regions ot our great cities, tor 
helping as tar as legislation can help, all the 
conditions ot work and life tor wage-workers in 
the great centers of industry, or ot helping by 
the action both ot National and State Govern• 
men ts, so tar as oond1 tions will permit, the men 
and women who dwell in the open o oun try to in
crease their ett1cienoy both in production on 
their farms and in business arrangements tor 
marketing ot their produce, and also to increase 
the opportunity to give the best possible ex• 
press1on to their social lite.63 

And no doubt he meant what he said because he seems to have de• 

veloped a real sympathy tor the downtrodden. 

Another appeal was a speech: •.Are the American people tit 

to govern themselves, to rule themselves, to control themselves? 

He · tried to convince h1 s audieP,ce that he was the man who had 

this confidence in them, that his opponents treated them as 
64 though they were not titted. But he also used this opportuni-

ty to explain his position with regard to recall ot judges and 

judicial decisions. He claimed that he had never advocated re

call ot judges in all states and in all commun1 ties, nor w1 th 

the Suprem~Court, nor. regarding ordinary suits between indivi

duals, but that when a State court had set aside as unoonstitu-

63 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 177. "What is a Progressive?", 
spee'Cli at LOuisville, Kentucky, April 5, 1912. 

64 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 151-171, "The Rights ot the People 
to Rile", speech in New York, March 80, 1912. 
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tional a law passed by the Legislature tor the general weltare, 

the question ot the validity ot that law should be placed tor 

tinal determination betore th' people. 65 

In another speech he replied to the claim ot the Independ

ent Judiciary Association that the recall ot judges and reteren

dwn to the people ot a certain class ot judicial decisions n1ay 
66 

the axe at the root ot the tree of well-ordered treedom.• 

I do not question the good purpose of these men, 
but wonder it they can believe such a statement, 
or has their long experience as attorneys tor 
corporations rendered them genuinely unable to 
understand justice.67 

He further contended that it was merely guess work tor his oppo

nents to say that under his proposal there would be contlicting 

interpretations ot the Constitution, but that even though there 

were, they couldn't decide in any more contlicting fashions than 
68 

the courts had. 

It is said that the real test ot a politician lies in his 

ability to analyze and quickly weigh the value ot current op1nio 

and that :Mr. Roosevelt was unsurpassed in this art, and that he 

had become a specialist in .American people. Whether this cam

paign was carried on by him as a sincere liberal, or as a poli

tician, he was successtul in his appeal to the people, as was 

~5 Ibid., 156. The Inde~endent (New York), Vol. 72, 644, March --sn, 1912, i<Irtoria on the speech. 
66 ~ Independent, Vol. 72, 644. . 
67 Works of Roosevelt, XVII, 191, •The Recall ot Judicial Deci

sions", address at Philadelphia, April 10, 1912. 
68 Ibid., 196. 
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1 shown by the returns from the primaries69 but it, also, had the 

effect ot forcing the bosses to do their worst to defeat him an 

thUS to expose the ruthless extremes ot machine rule which 

brought the situation to a crisis. 

The Republioan National Convention was held in Chicago in 

Jun.et 1912. It was considered the most important unofficial 

gathering in .America tor fifty years. The interest in the con

vention was not only manifest in the nation but internationally 

as well. Had the platform presented by Mr. Roosevelt, the most 

radical platform ever proposed in a Repµblican Convention, been 

accepted, it would have marked a new era of Republican thought. 70 

To the convention this candidate went himself to present 

his own case. He assured the delegates that he had entered this 

tight only after being convinced that Mr. Taft had definitely 

and completely abandoned the cause of the people and surrender

ed himself to the biddings of the political bosses. But his 

appeal now was to rid the convention of those delegates trom 

the South and East who were fraudulently seated. He asked that 

before the Convention proceeded the contested delegates stand 

aside end let their title be passed on by the uncontested de-

legates; he agreed to abide by the decision ot any honest 

69 Pringle, 561. 
70 Edi tori al in 1A!!, Ohio a130 Daily J"ournal, J"une 17, l 912. 
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I 1 71 tribuna • But Mr. Root's decision that the fraudulent dele-

gates did have the right to vote on one another's case was in 

J4r• Roosevelt's opinion the kind or legalism resorted to by 

those who desired to do an injustice and led him to make an is

sue ot what is called the steam roller method of controlling a 

QOnvention. Action was being taken as is indicated by the 

tollowing: 

We, the undersigned, in the event that the 
Republican National Convention, as at pres
ent constituted, refuses to purge its rolls 
ot delegates fraudulently placed upon it by 
the action ot the majority ot the Republican 
National Committee, pledge ourselves, as 
.American citizens devoted to progressive 
principles or genuine popular rule and social 
justice, to join in an organization or a new 
party founded upon those principles un9~r 
the leadership of Theodore Roosevelt. 

It is said that the third party was born when the nomination was 
73 ottered to Mr. Roosevelt and he had accepted it. 

The climax was reached by june 20 when this telegram was 

sent by Frank A. Munsey, to his paper, the Boston journal: 

The hour has come. The break is on. 
Thievery, thuggery, and robbery have been 
onrplayed by an unscrupulous band of 
desperate bosses. They have wrecked the 
Republican party and covered themselves 
with shame a.nd crime. llr. Roosevellt will 
be nominated on a clean ticket backed by 
earnest people or the

4
nation and will be 

elected in November. '1 

71 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 204, "The Case.Against the Reaction 
arle~··speeoh at the Auditorium, .Tune 17, 1912. 

72 Howland 220. 
73 New Yor~ Daily ~ibune, june 17, 1912. 
74 ~ 'O'Iiieago Reoora-Serald, june 20, 1912. 
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Mr. Roosevelt had once said that the occasion to cut loose 

rrom one's associates and stand alone tor a great cause was as 

rare as the necessity tor a revolution. 75 But to him that time 

had evidently oome. The great cause was the fact that the rank 

and tile ot the Republican party had absolutely no chance to re

gain control over the party which had been definitely and final

ly brought by theft and traud under the control of the bosses. 76 

He now felt that no self-respecting man could stay 1n the party. 

The matter of Mr. Roosevelt's sincerity presents many prob

lems. The primaries showed that he was the choice ot the rank 

and tile of the Republicans, and that theoretically he was jus

tified in saying the nomination was stolen, but the methods to 

which he was now objecting were the methods used at Republican 

Conventions for the past several campaigns. 77 One writer stat 

that in 1908 there were 200 contested seats while in 1912 there 

were 236. 78 In 1908 an editorial had remarked that Mr. Roosevel 

must have been scandalized by the open use ot Federal offices to 

promote Taft's nomination, and that even old hands at conventio 

professed themselves staggered at the rough directness with 

75 Pringle, 555, "Latitude and Longitude" by Theodore Roosevelt 
in The Centul"l Magazine (New York), Vol. 60, 211-216, 
june;"I900. 

76 "Two Phases of the Chicago Convention, I. The Stealll Roller" 
by Theodore Roosevelt in~ Outlook (New York), Vol. 101, 
620•625, july 21, 1912. 

77 Pringle, 561; 'l!b.e Independent (New York), Vol. 72, 530, 
March 7, 19l'l"'"ld. 

78 ".American .A.f'fairs", by Maurice A. Low in !!!§. Living As,! 
(Boston), Vol. 274, 515-522, August 31. 1912. 
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79 which the Roosevelt control of the party was exerted. Yet 

Mr· Roosevelt claimed that this method was not used in 1900 nor 

1n 1904, and that it it was used in 1908 he knew nothing about 

1t, and that anything done dishonestly was done without his 

Itnowledge.80 

Again his friends rallied to his cause and it was claimed 

that he had performed a service to the American people as great 

as any even he had done in the past.81 A close companion during 

the convention related that he might have had the Republican 

nomination had he been willing to listen to the proposition or 

the Michigan delegates, but that he had retused to consider any

thing until the roll was purged.82 The time for the Progressive 

Convention. was set for August, in order that the people might 

have a chance to express their opinion with regard to a candidate 

according to Mr. Roosevelt, a move highly commended by one edi-
83 

tor. 

In the :meantime Mr. Roosevelt, through his usual organ, ~ 

Outlook, tried to convince the nation that his charge against 

the Chicago Convention was more than campaign recriminations 

79 .!!!_e Nation (New York), Vol. 86, 183, February 27, 1908; 523, 
J'une 11, 1908. 

80 "The Steam Roller", by Theodore Roosevelt in The OUtlook (New 
York), Vol. 101, 620-525, J"uly 21, 1912. The Nation, .ru.g,. 
says Mr. Roosevelt did know about methods used. 

81 Editorial in Chioaso Daily Tribune, june 23, 1912. 
82 Davis, 292-310. 
83 Editorial in~ Chicago Record-Herald June 24, 1912. 
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and that the trauds were much more serious than· mere repetition 

ot loose practices which might have found precedents in some 

previous conventions ot both parties. He stressed the tact that 

Mr· Taft's renomination had been stolen tor him trom the Ameri

can people; that the national committee, by conscious and in

tentional traud, had deliberately transtormed the minority ot 
84 

the national convention into a majority. 

His next point of attack was a severe condemnation ot both 
85 

~f the great national parties. He contended that they were 

breaking down and that neither ot them could be trusted to do 

the work so urgently needed by the country. It was wise then to 

use the ettective organization ot the Progressive sentiment to 

appeal to all voters to come together without regard to past po

litical ditterences, and to tight the new fight on the new is

sues instead ot dividing on worn-out and purely artificial lines 

such a point ot view i.s not to be condemned in a leader with as 

liberal ideas as Mr. Roosevelt, but we wonder why he did not 

come to such a conclusion several years sooner. 

Then came the choice by the Democratic Convention ot Mr. 

Wilson as their candidate, and the opportunity tor Mr. Roosevelt 

io withdraw the formation ot the third party and to join forces 

84 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 232; "'l'hou Shalt Not Steal", by 
Theo®re Roosevelt, trom 'l'he outlook, july 13, 1912. 

85 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 2i!; •The Platform ot Insincerity", 
by Tlieodore Roosevelt, from !a! Outlook, July 27, 191!. 
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with the other noted liberal of his time in order to effectively 
86 

accomplish those urgent reforms. The Progressives in both 

parties couJ.d now work to make the Democratic party the Pro

gressive party. Such was the sentiment of the press, but hardly 

Jlr• Roosevelt's idea. He, who aam.1 tted he had taken many of his 
87 policies from Mr. Bryan's Democratic platforms, denounced the 

Baltimore platform. as an example of the Democratic platforms of 

the last thirty years, the avoidance of saying anything real on 

real issues, of announcing radical policies with much sound and 

fury, and at the same time with a cautious accompaniment ot 

weasel phrases, each of which sucked the meat out or the pre-
88 

oeding statement. He, who had tor many years contended that 

he could and had made a progressive party out of the Republican 

party, could have no cont1dence that Mr. Wilson oould have done 

the same tor the Democratic party. Was the new party, after all 

simply a Roosevelt party?8~ 
At least Mr. Roosevelt did feel that he had the right to 

dictate the platform, and that he was in a position to demand 

that the platform on which he ran should conform in every respec 

to his personal views on all issues. He insisted on delivering 

86 Editorial in The Chic,o ~ailY .Tournal, .Tuly 3, 1912; Current 
Literature \liw York , o • 53, 128, August, 1912, comments 
from newspapers. 

87 New York ~aily Tribune, August 11, 1912; Pringle, 368. 
88 IOrk'i'"Ol oosevelt, ivlI, 254, "The Platform of Insincerity", 

by Tliiodore Roosevelt. 
89 Current L1 terature (New York), Vol. 53, 120-217, August, 1912 

comments from newspapers. 
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bis "Confession of Faith" before even one plank of the platform 

was determined, and he admitted that this confession would be 

the most important utterance that he had ever made, and that it 

would be accepted by many as very radical, but that for the 

tirst time, he regarded himself free to express his views on all 

public questions. If he was to accept the nomination, he wanted 

those ideas expressed so that there would be no need ot recant-
90 

1ng after election. 

So the Progressive Convention, on August 6, opened with the 
91 

tamous "Confession ot Faith". Mr. Roosevelt began with the 

attack: "The Old parties are husks ·•• divided on artificial 

lines, boss-ridden and privilege controlled, each a jumble ot 

incongruous elements and neither daring to speak out wisely and 

tearlessly what shoUld be said on the vital issue of the day." 

On the other hand, he claimed: "The new movement is a movement 

ot truth, sincerity and wisdom, a movement which proposes to put 

at the service of all our people the collective power ot the 

people." Through the government agencies, he pledged himself as 

"under honorable obligations to fulfill every promise it contai V 

He contended: 

It this country is really to go forward along the 
path ot social and economic justice, there must 
be a new party of nation-wide and non-sectional 

90 New York Daily Tribune, August 5, 1912, quotes Roosevelt. 
91 Acldress before the National Convention of the Progressive 

Party in Chicago, August 6, 1912; in Works !!!. Roosevelt, 
XVII, 254 tt. Also full address in newspapers. 

~--------------------------------------------------------------~ ' 
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principles, a party wherein the titular nation-
al chiefs and the real State leaders shall be 
in genuine accord, a party in whose counsels 
the people shall be in genuine accord, a party 
in whose counsels the people shall be Sllpreme, 
a party that shall represent in the nation and 
the several states alike the same cause, the 9 cause of human rights and government efficiency. 2 

Therefore, since the first essen•1a1 in a Progressive pro

gram was the right ot the people to rule, they must be given the 

means to exercise those rights, with due caution against their 

wanton use. .Also, the people, not the courts must determine the 

:rundamental policies. In this connection, he recommended easier 

8lllending powers. He expected to be accused ot socialism and 

anarchy, but it was his contention that he was ottering the cor--
93 

rective of socialism and the antidote to anarchy. 

He called attention next to the need ot conserving human 

resources and to the necessity ot regulation of the industries 

to further this cause. He then submitted all the legislation 

which he considered necessary tor the heal.th, lite, prosperity 

and happiness ot the workers. He went so tar as to say that ul-
94 

t1mately tool-users should become tool-owners. He advised tha. 
95 

women workers combine and that they be given suffrage. 

For the farmer's benefit he recommended that the Country 

Life Commission be revived and given increased powers, and that 

the government should cooperate to make farming more productive. 

92 Ibid., 257. 
93 ?'1:i!'!'., 260-262. 
94 I"'6It., 265. 
95 mer., 2&9. -
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He admitted that the present conditions ot business were 

not satisfactory, but he declared that it was his aim to shape 

conditions so that the great number ot small men, decent and in• 

dustrious, should be given the chance to succeed, and that the 

big man who was dishonest should not succeed. He said, ttOUr aim 

is to control business, not to strangle it", and, "0Ur aim is to 
96 

promote prosperity and then to see to its proper division." 

!o carry out these aims, he proposed making the anti-trust law 

more ettective, and creating a national industrial commission 

which should have c.omplete power to regulate and control great 

industrial concerns engaged in interstate business. He wanted 

tor this body the same power as the Interstate Commerce had over 

railroads, and additional powers, it necessary. He hoped that 

honest corporations would voluntarily come under such a commis

sion and that they would set in such good faith that they would 

not come under anti-trust laws. 

He declared this part ot his program as both definite and 
97 practical, and criticized severely the Democratic policies. He 

told his audience that the anti-trust law, interpreted as the 

Baltimore platform. demanded that it should be interpreted, would 

be applying it to every agency by which industrial and agricul

tural business was carried on, and that it it were applied uni

Yersally, all industries would stop. But he considered it out 

96 Ibid., 272-273. 
17 Ibid., 281. 
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of the question to enforce the law universally, and that when it 

,,as sporadically enforced it would only cause unrest and put the 

00untry at a disadvantage with its trade competitors in inter

national commerce. It would hopelessly puzzle the honest busi

ness men and honest farmers. 

On tariff, he stated, nr believe in protective tari:f't'" as 

a principle approached from the standpoint ot interests of the 

whole people, and not as a bundle ot preferences to be given to 
98 tavored individuals.• He admitted that there must be revision 

in tarift-maldng, taritt rates and tariff administration, and 

tor that purpose he would·oreate a permanent commission of non

partisan experts large enough to cover all the different and 

widely varying branches of Amer~can industry, with the authority 

to examine closely all correlated subjects, and with the policy 

ot making all future revisions schedule by schedule, as changing 

conditions required. He felt that no duty should stand unless 

the workers received their full share of that duty. He could 

see no warrant for prot ec ti on unless a le git 1ma te share Of the 

benefits got into the pay envelope of the wage-worker. He de

olared that the commission would not be taking power away from 

Congress, but that it would be a means of giving Congress the 

W!dest and most scientific assistance possible and of furnish

ing the public with the fullest disinterested inta:rmation. 99 

98 Ibid., 281. 
99 Ibid., 285-..286 
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ge could see only widespread depression in the Democratic polio 

ot taritt tor revenue, and he claimed that there was no warrant 

that abolition ot tariff would bring any substantial benefit to 

the consumer and he felt certain that it would be disastrous to 

the wage-earners, business men~ and farmers and that it would 

iower the standard of living. 

He was still convinced that the effect ot tariff on the 

high cost ot living was slight, but he was willing to have a 

thorough examination ot any tariff that seemed to increase the 

cost ot living. He hoped that his industrial commission and his 

policy ot government aid would help to better the situation. He 

admitted the seriousness of the problem and how little it was 
\ 

. understood, but he was positive that the Democratic solution ot 

tree trade would not prove effective, and all the Republicans 

had offered to do was to inquire into the matter, so he was con

fident that by expertly studying the situation the Progressive 

party could do as well, if not better than the others in remedy-
100 

ing this bad condition. 

He realized the need for prompt legislation, for 1mprovemen 

ot the national currency system, and that the system adopted 
101 

should have as its basic principles soundness and elasticity. 

He insisted on the importance of a conservation program of pre• 

serving the resources of the country tor the people as a whole, 

100 Ibid. , 291. 
io1 ma., 292. 
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and to keep that well in mind 1n the development ot .Alaska. He 

suggested developing that possession at once and wholly in the 

interest or the actual settler. He saw an opportunity tor the 

government to experiment in constructing, owning and operating 
102 transportation and oomm.unioation. 

In international matters his motto was that the country 

should behave toward other nations as an honorable citizen be

haves toward other citizens: "Do no wrong to any nation, weak or 

strong, and submit to no wrong; we should never make a promise 
103 

in a treaty that we don't expect to fulfill." He proposed to 

keep the army at a high pitch of efficiency, to build up the 

navy and to fortify the Panama Canal. 

His conclusion was: 

Our cause ia based on the eternal principles of 
righteousness, and even though we who may lead 
may, tor a time, tail 1 in the end the cause it
self shall triumph.10~ 

We realize that this lengthy address contained the accumu

lation ot all those ideas that Mr. Roosevelt had come to believe 

through his years ot political experience, a repetition ot what 

he had been saying and thinking, but, perhaps, couched in less 

cautious terms now that he was rid ot the much despised organi-
105 zat1on. His followers in the new party were ready to adopt a 

102 Ibid. , 293. 
103 ma::., 295. 
104 'N'8';VYork Daily Tribune, August 7, 1912; Works !! Roosevelt, 

XVII, 298. 
105 Einstein, 101 F. 



- 82 -

program which included the extension of national jurisdiction 

0~er problems which had expanded beyond the reach of individual 

states, of granting such devices as were necessary to put the 

government into the hands of the people, to better labor and liv 
105 1ng conditions and to restrict the powers of the courts. 

A very sane editorial of the time stated that it would be 

necessary to consider the party platforms and speeches of the 

candidates so as to sort and sift them. This editor felt that 

the questions which seemed to be i.nvolved would be dropped as 

the debates proceeded, because there was no probability that any 

administration could take up and work all of them into a practi

cal legislative program; but that other questions would be vital 
107 

to the end. At present, we shall consider those problems 

which the Progressive candidate felt were important enough to be 

carried through his campaign. 

The one closest to his heart, he said, was the problem of 
108 ~ social justice, and so it was not surprising that his cam-

paign theme was: "the larger participation for the common man in 

the common benefits of our common 11fe.n109 This cause--the 

rights of the plain people--he declared was nothing new. "It is 

in essence the position that has always been taken by every 

106 New York Dailtn:'fribune, August 8, 1912. 
107 idl'torial in. e Ohicyo R!CQF.d-Herald, August e, 1912. 
108 New York Datlz-'!Tii)une, September 1, l912, speech delivered 

-Yn-vinuon , August 31, 1912. 
109 White, 263 (Boston and New York, 1916). 
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ieader in every really great movement for the benefits ot man

kind•"llO He confidently assured his audiences that his party 

,,as the only orie that could face the real issues with the in

telligent understanding of what social and industrial justice 
111 really was, and when we know that his opponent, Dr. Wilson, 

expressed praise and envy for this part of the Progressive pro

gram, 112 we may grant Mr. Roosevelt justification in this self• 

satisfaction. He felt that he could call attention proudly to 
113 

his past record along these lines to assure his listeners of 

his sincerity, and in his efforts further to convince them, he 

promised, if elected, to call an extra session of Congress to 

put into immediate effect in the District of Columbia and in 

Alaska the laws advocated in his social and industrial planks.11 

But vital to the success of his program for social and in• 

dustrial justice was his plan for handling the trust problem• 

which he considered one or the strongest planks in the Progress

ive platform. The ideas expressed in the following excerpts 

from his speeches were the ones he carried to his audiences 

throughout the campaign: 

110 !'!!!!: ~ Dailz Tribune, August 17, 1912, speech at Provi
dence, R.I., August 16, 1912. 

111 ~., speeches in Vermont and Rhode Island. 
112 ~ Chicago Dailz Journal, Septemb.er 2, .1912, speech on 

Labor Day at Buffalo, New York. 
113 New York Dailt Tribune, September· 18, 1912, speech in Arizo

na, Septem er 17, 1912. 
114 Ibid. -
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We have a genuine constructive policy. 
Dr. Wilson's plan, as tar as I can gather, 
is merely to continue the present futile 
system, addressing fresh and empty pro
testations ot hostility to the trusts, but 
giving no hint as to any method by which 
these protestations can become more than 
protestations. We must supplement the anti
trust law by the kind of real and efficient 
government control advocated in the Progress
ive national platform or we will not have 
made 9Ue step toward solving the trust ques
tion.llo 

There is not a dishonest trust in the country 
that could not afford to support the Demo
orat1o party rather than face the honest and 
efficient purpose of the Progressive party, 
and there is not an honest business concern 
in the country that would not be ruined ft 
the promises ot the Democrats were kept. 16 

In answer to his opponents' criticism, he argued that since 

the Interstate Commerce Law had rorked, 1 t might be assumed that 

an Industrial Commission would prove successf'ul. He announced 

that it was sheer nonsense for Dr. Wilson to accuse him of creat-

ing a partnership between the Government and Big Business, and 

he reminded his audience that he was proposing having a govern

ment directly controlled by the people. He declared that Dr. 

Wilson's lack of success in handling the trust situations in New 

lersey proved that state governments were inadequate to manage 

115 New York Daill Tribune, September 4, 1912, speech at St.Louis 
September 3, 1912. 

116 "Platform of Insincerity" by Theodore Roosevelt in Works 9.t. 
Roosevelt, XVII, 253. 
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the problem, and that it was a task tor the Federal Government. 

ge criticized Dr. Wilson tor believing in the outworn policy ot 

the benefits ot unlimited and reckless competition, claiming 

that suoh oompetition only meant ruin tor the majority ot wage-
117 

workers. 

Mr. Roosevelt was just as confident in his tariff policy. 

He pronounced the Republican proposal a tariff ot privilege, the 

Democratic plan a tariff ot destruction, and the Progressive 

policy a tariff tor labor. His taritt plan, he claimed, would 

give the American business man his tair show, but would permit 

and require hi~ to pay .American laborers the wages necessary to 

maintain the standard ot living ot this country. He accused Dr. 

Wilson ot diverting attention trom real issues by making taritt 
118 

the panacea tor all evils. 

Upon these major issues, Mr. Roosevelt made his appeal to 

the people tor their votes, but he brought up other issues when 

he felt that it was politic to do so. In New Orleans, tor in

stance, he enlarged upon the importance ot the canal, the neces

sity ot protection against floods, and the need ot a revision ot 

117 The Outlook (New York), Vol. 102, 297-300, October 12, 1912; 
----Wew Tork Daily ~ibune, September 4; speech at st. Louis, 

September 3, an~5; speech at San Francisco, September 14 
Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 341, "Governor Wilson and The 
!rusts...-; at Ofs'Eer Bay, New York, November 2, 1912. 

118 !!! ~ Da1lz· i'ribune, September 4, ~·, and September 10 
speech at Spo6iie, September 9; ~ Outlook, Vol. 102, 
297-300, October 12, 1912. 
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the sugar tax. In the western states he emphasized his 

platform ot woman suttrage, explaining that Miss Adams and Miss 

Keller had shown him how necessary woman suttrage was to the 

success ot their work and how it would help him in his program 
121 

of sooial justice. 

His foreign policy remained one ot his important issues, as 

this statement proves: 

I teel that the Progressive party owes no small 
part ot its strength to the tact that it not 
only stands tor the most far-reaching measures 
ot social and industrial retorm, but in sane and 
temperate tashion stands also tor the right and 
duty of this nation to take a position ot selt
respeoting strength among the nations ot the 
world, to take such a position as will do in
justice to no toreign power, strong or weak, and 
yet will show that it has both the spirit and 
the strength to repel injustice trom abroad.122 

Thus Mr. Roosevelt presented to the country his policies 

toward the problems ot the day, and not only did he try to gain 

the contidence ot the people in himself and the new party, but 

he made every ettort to undermine confidence in his opponents 

and their parties, which he denounced as boss-ridden, privilege-
123 controlled, and lacking in understanding ot the situation. 

119 New York Daily Tribune, September 28, 1912, speech in New 
--Yori';-Septem.ber 2,. 

120 Ibid., speech at Spokane. 
121 tiJli:" Roosevelt and the SUftrage Cause", by Ida Husted Harper 

in New York Dail 'fribune, September 2, 1912. 
122 Works ot traoieve , XVII, 3l5, "How I Became a Progressive", 

trom""'!he oo , October 12, 1912. 
123 Editoriii"'""in !lie ahicago Daily journal, September 18, 1912; 

speech in Iowa, September 4; in Bew~ Daily Tribune, 
September 5, 1912. 
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gis final pleas were: 

It 1s, of course, perfectly true that in voting 
for or against me consideration must be paid to 
what I have done in the past and to what I pro
pose to do. But it seems to me f"ar more 1ro.por
tant that consideration should be paif._,lo what 
the Progressive party proposes to do. w~ 

surely there never was a greater opportunity 
than ours; surely there never was a fight better 
mrth makin1~ than this.125 

This was Ur. Roosevelt in 1912. In 1084 he had belioved 

that the no·.,ubl1ca.n party wna the one boat aui ted to the needs 

ot the OJUntry, and had or1t1o1zed. his friends for breaking 

away from 1 t.126 Now he was th.e leader or a new po.rty and was 

oritic1zing all those who remained in the outworn Republican 

party. In 1892 and in 1896, he had aoathinsJ.y denounced ~ie 
127 

cot'ltJOn people and their leaders. Now he was appealing to 

these very people and in the terns he had so scorned. In his 

early career he hnd preached that the i:ndi vid.ual man must solve 
126 

his own destiny. Now he was advocating a pa.terna.liStl beyond 

any thus tar conceived in a demoorat1c country. He had travele 

a long way, but there is no reason to doubt the sincerity of h1 

own explanation that he had become a progressive not so much by 

stud31.ng in books as by actually living and working w1 th men 

124 Works ot Roosevelt, XVII, 332, statement in The New York 
;;ei; made in ah1oago, October 17, 1912, 1nansweFTo' trr 

an's charges. 
125 Ibid., 354, "The Purpose ot the Progressive Party", at 

--uidison square Garden, October 30, 1912. 
126 Chap. II 1 15. 
127 Chap. I!, 23. 
l2P ~· • 34, 35t 
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under many circumstances and conditions and seeing their needs 

:rrom many different points of view.129 

But oiroum.stances and his 01111 characteristics always seemed 

to force him a little further toward radicalism than he w1 shed 

to go. Dr. Wilsom. had as good a reputation as Mr. Roosevelt for 

his liberal views and it was he who was characterized as the 

liberal, while Mr. Taft was classed as a conservative, and the 

progressive candidate as a radicai.130 

How did the public respond to the appeal of this so-called 

radical? He was so imbued with the idea that he was the chosen 

leader of the people that he was considered egotistical and ri

diculously over-oonfident.131 His furious denunciation of every 

one else in the political field was resented.132 His radicalisn 

was looked upon as more dangerous than socialism because he 

seemed willing to go any distance toward socialism that the exi

gencies of the :t'Utu:re warranted uµder the label ot oocial jus

tice.133 His past record in tariff would stand against any 

tariff theories he might now profess, and his idea of a tariff 

129 Works 2! Roosevelt, XVII, 315, 316, "How I Became a Pro
gressive", from!!!! Outlook, October 12, 1912; ~ ~ 
Daill Tribune, September 1, 1912; speech in Vermont, 
August 31, 1912. 

130 New York Daily Tribune, August 8, 1912, Ed; David Lawrence, 
--;;~e Story of Woodrow Wilson"(G. H. Doran Company, 

New York, 1924), 37. 
131 New .!.gE£ Daill Tribune, August 8, 1912, Ed; Einstein, 101 f'. 

The Chicago Daily Journal, August 8, 1912. . 
132 Edttortal in The Chicago Daill J"ournal, August 7, 1912 

Einstein, lOl; ~Independent (New York), Vol. 73, 33, 
August 8 1912. 

133 Edi tori al in~ York Daily Tribune, August 8, 1912. 
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00:m:mission, appointed by the president and responsible to him 

only, seemed to change dictation of schedules from Congress to 

the president.134 Others beside Dr. Wilson criticized his In

dustrial Commission as a partnership between business and the 

government; they could not visualize that idealistic popular 

government that he promised. In spite of the fact that many of' 

the women considered his suffrage plank sincere, they hesitated 

to vote for him because he was so recent a convert to the 

oause.135 He was accused of appealing to the popular unrest.136 

He had pledged himself' to carry out his entire program, but ··he 

must have realized how impossible that would be and how over

ambitious his platform was.137 

Critfos said of him that he was a demogogue, that he was 

confusing because he argued one minute for democracy, the next 

for oonstitutionalism, that he was revolutionary and anarchis

tic. Many still believed that he would do anything to be presi-

dent again. But his friends were convinced that as an all round 

executive he had no peer, that his seven years in the White 

House had resulted in much legislation and public education 

134 Editorial in !1!!, Chicago Daily journal, August 20, 1912. 
135."Mr. Roosevelt and the Suffrage Cause" by Ida Husted Harper 

in New York ~a~ Tribune, September 2, 1912. 
136 "Dr. WII'son•s a , editorial in~ Living Age (Boston}, 

Vol. 274, 252-263, july 27, 1912. 
137 Pringle, 567, .!!!! Chicago Daily journal, August 6, 1912. 
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along the lines of progress.138 One follower declared: 

The new party platform alone has specified 
in definite terms the particular social and 
political evils which must be removed and 
has proposed and defined the speoitio 
remedies.139 

Unfortunately for the new party there were not enough peopl 

who had this confidence in its program, nor was the candidate 

able to convert enough voters to believe in his progressive move 

ment. The New Nationalism, in Mr. Roosevelt's conception of it, 

did have liberal characteristics, and I feel that, had he been 

given the opportunity, he would have made a sincere effort to 

carry out his policies in a liberal rather than in a radical way. 

Certainly his actions were always more conservative than his 

speeches. But it was Dr. Wilson, with his theory of "The New 

Freedom", who won the day, so it is time to direct the disoussio 

to the Democratic candidate and his political career up to his 

election in 1912. 

138 "Weighing the Candidates" by Erm.an J• Ridgeway in Ever bod ' 
~azine (New York), Vol. XXVI, 279-592, May, 1912 •. 
~cago Daily Tribune, beginning October 12, 1912, ran an 
editorial each day in praise of Roosevelt and his work. 

139 "Why I am for Theodore Roosevelt", by Miles Poindexter, u.s. 
Senator in The North American Review (New York), Vol. 196, 
648-683, October, 1912. Chicago Daily Tribune, all 
through AugUst and September, ran editorials contrasting 
the platforms of the Progressive Party with the platforms 
of the other two, to the advantage of the Progressives. 



CHAPTER 'IV 

AN EDUCATOR BECOMES A LIBERAL LEA.DER 

By 1912, Dr. Wilson was quite generally referred to as a 

liberal leader. It is important to see how he came to be thus 

proclaimed and it the reputation was justified. His sudden and 

rapid political career has been considered phenomenal. To be 

sure, oiroum.stanoes had a great deal to do with this af'f'air, but 

we cannot overlook his oharaoterist1es and personality and grant 
1 

them their just share. When he became president of' Princeton 

University, he was known as a historian, a professor ot politi

cal science, an unusual orator, and an intense champion ot high• 
2 er education. Opinions are expressed that it was through his 

published works and public addresses that his capacity tor 
3 

statesmanship was revealed, and that he had the ability, 

through the printed word, to reach into the hearts of men and 
4 

women everywhere and to stimulate liberal thought. But another 

author stated that his writings, teachings and lectures, betore 

he became president ot Princeton, showed no great enthusiasm f'or 

the doctrines of democracy, and that the philosophy ot a benevo

lent democracy, revealed in his thoughts in the eighties and 

l ttWoodrow Wilson, an Appraisal" , by Winthrop More 
The Independent, New York, Vol. ~3, 1111-1114, 
I§I2. 

2 Lawrence, 22f:Hostord, 27. 
3 Hosford, 27. 
4 Lawrence, 30. 
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.uneties, wns that of a theorist. 5 

Just what were these theories that his writings proclaimed? 

f}:lS method of democrat1 o govermnent and the eompara ti ve merits 

ot an open Parliamentary and private committee government became 
6 

a theme arou...'ld which his mind revolved tor years. Ile defined 

constitutional Government aa one in which the powers have been 

adapted to the interests of the people and to the maintenance ot 

individual liberty. The ideal. government is conducted on a basis 

of a definite understanding or a formal pact between those who 

are to submit to 1 t and those who are to conduct 1 t. with a view 

to making the government an instrument of general welfare rather 

than an arbitrary selt-willed master, and particularly tor the 
7 

purpose of saf'eguarding individual liberty. 

Furthernore, he o.ta,1med that the ideals of liberty cannot 

be f'i:x:ed tram generation to generation, beoa.une liberty fixed 1n 

unalterable law would not be liberty at all. The growth of con• 

atitutional governnent has been the growth of institutions, or 
practices, ot methods t of perfecting the business of maintaining 

an understanding between those who conduct the governn1ent and 

those who subnd. t to 1 t. The object of constitutional government 

is to bring the active, planning will of each po.rt of the 

5 '..Vhi te I 148. 
5 nwoodrow Wilson: A Biography" 1 by l'lillia.m B. Hale, in World's 

Work (London), XXII, 14940•53, October, 1911. 
7 Woodrow Wilson, Conftitutional Government in the United state::, 

(Columbia. Univers tY Preas, New York, l9fi)-;-2. 
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go1fernment into a.ooord w1 th the prevailing popular thought and 

a,eed, and thus make 1 t an instrument of aymmetrice.l national de• 

-velopment, to give to the operation of the government, thus 

sJlaped under the influence of opinion and adjusted to the gener

al interest, both stability and incorruptible efficacy. The ul

timSte objeot is to make the best possible adjustment between 
8 

the government e.nd the 1nd1 vi dual. 

In one dissertation he argued tor n reformed Congress, re• 
9 

8pons1ble and responsive, like the British Cabinet. I!e attri-

bUted the growth of the oommi ttee system and boss control to the 

lack of leadership in Congress, and in his c.o~e.ssionq! Govern• 

ment he gave the tirat actual acooWlt of the workings of the 
10 

constitution ot the United states. 

Whether Dr. Wilson was a theorist expounding or a writer 

expressing his sincere 1f1~1=ls, we realize that many ot his 

thoup)lts have the oharaoteristio ot being liberal, but it is 

doubttul that such works were generally read throughout the coun'" 

try or that this man was known through them as a liberal leader. 

His lectures, too, were lilllited to eastern audiences and to 

8 Ib1d., 4 .. 1a. 
9 1ames Kerney, The Political Education or Woodrow Wilson (Cen

tury Pn.hlishing <!ompany; ?iew York !92!), 3, dlsousslng 
~cabinet Go.vernment", published in The International Revie!• 
1879; Josephus Deni els, The Liffi ot"Tooa.row wiiaon J.85!-19 4 
(The J'ohn c. Winston Co1:ipany, C t'Oago 1 Phila<!elph'ia and 
Toronto. 1924) 1 84 1 discusses briefly Dr. Wilson's works. 

10 "Woodrow Wilson: A Biography" 1 by Vfilliam Bayard Hale, 1n ~ 
Ylorld's Vlork (London), XXIII, 64•76, November, 1911. 
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0011ege students so we cannot attribute at this time any very 

great recognition of this statesman to these experiences. 

We may now oonsider whether or not he had any polit1oal 

aspirations in these days when he was a college professor. It 

1s recorded that he was regarded in 1900 as a possible pres1-
ll dential candidate and that in 1904 he submitted himself to a 

self-constituted committee, made up of a Wall Street representa• _ 

tive and the publisher ot the ~ I2l!s .§:!!!!, who were looking 
12 tor a more suitable candidate than Jlr. Bryan. Perhaps he was 

never advanced seriously, however, until Mr. Harvey became 
13 interested in his possibilities in 1906. After Mr. Harvey, 

with his flair tor president-making, had worked seriously in 

this matter and had succeeded in getting Dr. Wilson as candidate 

tor governor ot New Jersey, his aspirations tor presidency were 
14 probable. He is reported as having said that there might be 

a third party in 1912 and that he might have the chance of being ' 

its candidate.15 

It is interesting to learn just why Mr. Harvey chose Dr. 

Wilson for this high position. At this time many editors and 

thinkers or the day were demanding men ot high social and in-

11 Daniels, 17. 
12 Kerney, 43, citing Edward P. Mitchell in Memoirs .2.! !!! Editor 
13 Editor of Harper's Weeklz. 
14 Kerney, 43. 
15 Lawrence, 31 1 a conversation w1 th Dr. Wilson reported to the 

author by Prof. Bobert McElroy. 
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telleotual eminence tor public lite. Many ot these were Demo

crats who regarded Mr. Bryan as a professional agitator, without 

genuine abilities or balance, and calculated to Wipe out the 
16 

0ountry, and who were becoming alarmed at Mr. Roosevelt. When 

·)fr. Harvey attended the inauguration ot Dr. WilsQn as president 

ot Princeton, he was impressed by the conservative atmosphere 

and by the inaugural address. Kr. Harper and Mr. Robert Lincoln 

were also impressed by the speech and, in their discussion ot it 1 

and ot the speaker, the idea came to Jlr. Harvey that here was a 

man who could win the people.17 He set out to study him. and be• 

came convinced that he was right. He said, 

As one ot a considerable number ot Democrats 
who have grown tired of voting Republican 
tickets it 1• with a reeling ot almost 
rapture that I occasionally contemplate even 
a remote possibility ot casting a ballot tor 
the President of Princeton trniversity to be
come President ot the United States.is 

On February 3, 1906 he was asked to speak before the Lotus 

Club and he took this opportunity ot launching his prospective 

candidate. He spoke ot Dr. Wilson as a "lucid interpreter ot 

h1story •••• by instinct a statesman •••• the grasp ot tundamentals, 

seemingly unconsoiol\s application ot primary tru1th to the chang .. 

ing conditions •••• " He described him as an idealist yet notably 

16 J"oseph P. 'l'UmultYt Woodrow Wilson as I ltnow Him, Garden City 
.PublisJl;ing co., Gard'.en 01 ty, New-ron;-IV2I';-14. 
"Helping to Make a President", by William Inglis in Collier 
The National Weeklz, New York, October 7, 1917, LVII , 4. 

17 Ibid." 
18 lb!d. -
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sane, as standing tor everything that is sound and progressive, 

as a statesman ot breadth, depth, end exceptional sagacity.19 

press comments e.f'ter this speech, rrom the east and south showed 

a favorable attitude. '!'hey saw the need or a new type of man 

since Mr. Bryan had tailed on a radical platform. One article 

read: 

He is capable, he is loyal, he is faithful 
to the Oonsti tution and he would make an 
ideal President. The so-called "vested 
interests" would not be afraid ot him, and 
the revolutionary or socialistic wing ot 
the party would have respect tor his 
honesty, however they might dirfer trom him 
upon questions or policy ••••• " 

He is sound on the currency question and 
orthodox in his views of popular government.20 

Nothing turther came of this matter, but in 1907 Mr. Harvey 

began to take derinite action to render, as he said, "a real pub 

lie service by putting at the head or a government a man. who em

bodies the high intelligence and best traditions of the past. 

We have such a man in Woodrow Wilson. He meets all the requ1re

men ts •••• n21 Harvey made his first attempt by suggesting Dr. 

Wilson as a successor to Xohn P. Dryden for United States sena

torship. He enlisted the aid or the New jersey boss, Mr. Smith. 

One s1ory is that Dr. Wilson was approached but had declined to 

19 Ibid. Also HN~er's Weekly, (New York), v. 50, 324, 
~arch 11, 6. 

20 Harper's Weekl,1. v. 50 9 324, quoting Charleston News Courier. 
21 •Helping To Make a President" by Inglis in Colliers, The 

National Weekll, (New Yorkf, v. 58, 44, October 7, 1916. 
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run against a classmate, Colonel Stevens. When Stevens was 

urged to cooperate, he retused on the grounds that he would be 

playing into the hands ot the machine. The young progressives 

were opposed to any machine candidate and apparently knew Dr. 

Wilson only as such a oandidate. 22 An.other version is that Dr. 

Wilson was not in on the scheme and that he had sent word that 

the use ot his name in connection llith a political ottice was 
23 

not a service to him nor to Princeton. 

This first ettort having tailed, Mr. Harvey knew that he 

could do nothing in 1908, but he telt now that the country was 

beginning to see possibilities in his idea. Many who had regard 

ed the scheme as idealistic and impractical were coming to see 

that it was be'l;ter to aim high. He looked torward to launching 

Wilson in 1910 as governor ot New jersey, and then being ready 

tor the real objective in 1912. To this end, Mr. Inglis was 

given the job ot acquainting the people 111 th the merits and tm 
24 

personal! ty ot Dr. Wilson. 

In the meantime, circumstances were arising at Princeton 

that were eyentually to lead Dr. Wilson into Mr. Harvey's scheme 

As president ot Princeton, it was impossible tor him to tall 

into the easy tradition ot his ottice. He was scaroe.ly in-

22 Ibid. 
23 "l'UiiiUlty, 13, who admits that he was against him because ot 

rumors that the big interests ot New York and New jersey 
wanted him tor senator. 

24 "Making a President•, by Inglis, in Collier's (New York), 
LVIII, 14, October 7, 1916. 
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augurated before everyone was aware that there were to be 
25 

changes. He had, tor several years, three things in his mind 
26 

that, if' he ever had the chance, he would carry out. His 

ideas were good, but he is criticized tor having gone about the 
I 27 
thing in the wrong way. The ideas were wholly educationa1 

theories, such as the systematization ot the courses into logi

cal sequences; a preceptorial system which would draw the tacul

ty and undergraduates into a comm.on body of' students old and 

young, among whom a real community of' interest would prevail; 
28 

and third, a quadrangle system like that of 0%f'ord. The last 

ot these plans would wipe out aristocratic clubs which tended to 

separate the rich and poor. These clubs were too exclusive and 

aristocratic and not in accord with Dr. Wilson's ideals. It is 

said that the annual campaign tor election to these clubs de• 
29 

veloped tactics that a political manipulator would envy. 

This program of Dr. Wilson's showed that he was an exponent 

ot democracy in education. At first his theories were approved 

by the trustees, but when opposition came from the alumni, and 

25 "Woodrow Wilson: A Biosraphy", by William Bayard Hale, in the 
World's Work (London), XXIII, 29•35, December, 1912. 

26''"The kind Ota Man Woodrow Wilson is", by w. G. McAdoo, in 
· ~ Ce~turz Magazine (New York), Vol. 85, 744-53, March 19~~ 
27 Kerney, • 
28 "The Kind of a Man Woodrow Wilson is•; "·Woodrow Wilson: a 

Biography;•Political Evolution ot a College President", by 
Soloman Bulkley Gritten, in The Atlantic Monthly (Boston 
and New York), Vol. 109, 43-51, J'anuary 19l2. 

29 Kerney, 3-8; "Woodrow Wilson: A Political Leader", by B. :r. 
Hendrick, in McClure's Magazine,(New York), Vol. 38, 
217-31, December 1911. 



- 99 -

when it was realized how much his plan would cost and that it 

would delay the proposed Graduate School, he round himself op

posed on all sides. This only made him a more convinced demo

crat in educational fields. He became a man of action and took 

his democratic ideal for Princeton up and down the Princeton 
30 

world with him to alumni meetings and anniversary celebrations. 

His theory was that the l:usiness of all education was to fit men 
31 

tor public lite, and in less than a year after launching his 

drive to abolish social clubs, he was appealing over the heads 

of the trustees and resisting professors, to the great unlearned 
32 

public for the democratization of an American University in 

such words as these: 

And, 

You can't spend tour years at one of our modern 
universities without getting in your thought 
the conviction which is most dangerous to America 
--namely, that you must treat with certain in
fluences which now dominate in the commercial 
undertakings ot our oountry.33 

The great voice of America does not come frOlD. 
seats ot learning. It comes in a murmur from 
the hills and woods and the farms and factories 
and the mills, rolling and gaining volume until 
it comes to us from the homes of common men. 

30 White 148. 
31 "President Woodrow Wilson and College Earnestness", by 

R. Bridges, in ~World's ~ (London), XV, 9792-7, 
january, 1908; . 

32 William E. Dodd, "Woodrow Wilson and His Work (Doubleday, 
Page and company, G'.arden City, New !Ork-;-If27) Chap. a. 

33 "The Political Transtormation ot Woodrow Wilson", in Current 
. Literature (New York), Vol. 52, 153-7, February, 1912. 
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Do these murmurs echo in the corridors of' uni
versities? I have not heard them.34 

He also said: 

I have dedicated every power that there is within 
me to bring the college I have anything to do 
with an absolutely democratic regeneration in 
spirit, and I shall not be satisf'ied--and I hope 
you will not be--until America shall know that 
the men in colleges are not saturated with the 
same thought, the same s~pathy that pulses the 
whole great body politic.35 

SUch utterances were considered as showing signs of' politi-· 

oal transf'ormation. 36 The way in which he was opposed made him 

teel that he was waging a tight with privilege and vested in-
37 

terests, and his inherent democracy flared up. The doctrine 
38 

he was preaching was likened to that of' President Roosevelt. 

He, who had been considered a follower ot contented British 

11 beral1sm, was now said to be drifting toward radicalism. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Harvey's campaign continued, and when, by 1910 

Dr. Wilson had not been able to carry out his educational and 

social program at Princeton, and the s1 tuation was further oom- , 

plicated by a new bequest to the university tor a graduate 

school, he was willing to consider the proposed political ven

ture. 39 

34 Ibid. Also Tumulty, 124. 
35 !'DI({. 
36 !bi(!. 
37 "!Iii Kind of' Man Woodrow Wilson Is", by W. G. McAdoo, in The 

Century Ms.ESaz1ne (New York), Vol. 85, 144-53, Marcµ, 191'3.' 
38 white, 149. 
39 Lawrence, 41. 
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However this educational tight tor democracy had not gener

ellY affected the public, as is evidenced by the tact that it 

was the bosses who favored his candidacy, and the progressive 
40 

Democrats who opposed it. There were many ideas that Dr. 

Wilson had expressed in recent years that Mr. Harvey could use 

to convince the bosses that he was a conservative man. He had 

opposed woman suffrage and federal and state commissions tor 

regulation or public utilities and corporations. He had blamed 

the financial panic on the aggressive attitude of the legisla

ture toward railroads. He had openly proclaimed Bryan as tooli 
41 

and dangerous. He had been quite outspoken against certain 

:reatures ot labor organizations. He had taught his classes that · 

initiative and referendum would not work. He had argued that 

our system ot popular election left the selection ot a candidate 

to a few persons who, trom one motive or another, make a busi

ness ot it, and that "They are the political bosses and managers 

whom people obey and attect to despise. It is unjust to despise 

them." This gave him the reputation tor favoring political or-
42 ganizations. So the bosses accepted him as a theorist states-

man, and one who would be too timid and conservative tor any 

real work ot retorm. 
43 

The very tact that he was accepted by the machine turned 

40 Tumulty, 16. 
41 Kerney ,34, quoting a letter wr1 tten je.nuary 12, 1909. 
42 Kerney, 32-35; Lawrence, 37, cites address at Commencement in 

1909 as indiscreet on labor. 
43 Hostord, 25, 26, 27; Dodd, aa. 
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the Progressive Demoorats against him. 44 Mr. Kerney, editor of 

the Trenton Evening Times, said: 

Times regarded Dr. Wilson as a man or 
unusual ability and opportunity, who had 
failed to take any interest in the public 
life of the community and, quite naturally, 
view the plan of Harvey with his intimate 
Wall Street alliances to use governorship 
as a mere trial course for the presidential 
nomination.45 

Jn inquiry by this paper showed that or the two hundred fifty 
46 party leaders of Mercer County only five favored him. He was 

known to entertain liberal views on excise matters, to be op

posed to radicals and to favor party organizations, and now, as 

a tool of the bosses. It was, therefore, a very difficult task 

to get his nomination at the convention. 

But what of Dr. Wilson himself? He had agreed to be con

sidered as a candidate if he could be assured that a decided 

majority of the thoughtful Democrats of the State wanted him, 47 

and this assurance was given to him by influential party men.48 

At no time before the nomination were specific issues disouss-
49 ed. Dr. Wilson was asked for no pledges and gave none; there 

44 "Woodro:w Wilson, lltoli t.ical Leader", by B. j. Hendricks, in 
McClure's Magazine (New York), Vol. 38, 217-31, December, 
.1g11; Tiiiilulty, 16; Kerney, 44. 

45 Kerney, 36. 
46 Ibid. t 35. 
47 The Independent, Vol. 69, 105, Suly 21, 1910. 
48 Hosford, 56. "Woodrow Wilson, Political Leader", by B. s. 

Hendricks, in McC.lure's Magazine (New York), Vol. 38, 
217-31, December, 1911. 

49 Kerney, 35. 

. ,·. 
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50 

were no conditions laid down. He seemed to believe that these 

leaders realized that a new day had come. He said: 

••• The gentlemen who wanted to nominate me were 
going outside the ranks of recognized politicians 
and picking out a man whom they knew would be re
garded as an absolutely independent person and 
whom I thought they knew was an absolutely inde
pendent person.51 

Yet this man who really had not committed himselt on his 

policies was championed by a machine which thought it knew its 

candidate. His nomination was engineered through a convention 

in spite ot the bitter opposition ot the liberal delegates and 

the unenthusiastic attitude ot many delegates who acknowledged 
52 

that they did not know him. The Democratic ~ Book claimed: 

!'he eyes or the people Of the State or New jersey 
had been upon the Princeton Controversy. And now 
there came up trom the people, the people outside 
the colleges, the citizens, a great shout that 
this man was the sort ot man who ought to be 
leading their tight ou"ti in the world ot real 
attairs.53 

54 But Mr. Inglis admits that he was the "great shout". 

It was Mr. Harvey's plan to have Dr. Wilson on hand to make 

his acceptance speech, and that speech and the manner in which 

50 nwoodrow Wilson, Political Leader", by B. j. Hendrick in 
McClure's Magazine, New York, Vol.3~, 217•31, December,1911. 

Kerney, 44·, quoting Lindabury, confident or great f'inanciers, 
who was at tinal conterence. Lawrence, 31, quoting Henry 
B. Thompson ot Delaware. 

51 "Woodrow Wilson: J. Biographytt, by William. B. Hale, in The 
World's Work (London), XIIII, 466•72, February, 1911:--

52 Twrl.Ulty, lS:--"Making a President'*, by w. Inglis, in Collier' a 
(New York), LVIII, 59, October 14, 1916. 

53 Ibid., quoting Text Book 1912 of' Democratic National Committe~~. 
54.Ib!d. -



- 104 -

it was given completely won the delegates. The tide was turned 

to enthusiastic acceptance o:r a man who promised to be a liber

al leader. A. "great shout" actually did come :rrom that conven .. 

tion hall. According to Mr. Tumulty, the people cried: 

Thank God, at last a leader has come. 
We are witnessing a renaissance o:r public 
spirit, a re-awakening of s:>ber public 
opinion, a revival of the power of the 
people, the beginning o:r an age of thought
ful reconstruot1on that makes our thoughts 
hark back to an age in which democracy was 
set up in America.~5 

What had the candidate said to have such an effect? 

I feel the responsibility of the occasion. 
Responsibility is propar:-tionate to oppor
tunity. It is a great opportunity to serve 
the State and the Nation. I did not seek 
this nomination, I have made no pledge and 
have given no promises. If elected I am 
left absolutely tree to serve you with all 
singleness of purpose. It is a new era 
when these things can be said, and in con
nection with this I f'eel that the dominant 
idea of the moment is the responsibility o:r 
deserving ••• 

Our platform is sound, satisf'actory, and 
explicit. The explicitness of the pledges 
in it is a great test of its sincerity. 
By it we will win the confidence of the 
people. If' we keep the confidence, we can 
keep it only by performance. 

Above all the issues there are three which 
demand our particular attention: first, the 
business-like and economical ad.ministration 
or the business of the State; second, equal
ization of' taxes; and third, control or 

55 Tumulty, 21. 



- 105 -

corporations. States are primarily the instru
ments ot controlling the corporations and not 
the :Federal government • • • It is my strong bope 
that New jersey will lead the way in this retorm. 
The power incident to the Governor's ottice will 
never be used to coerce the Legis1ature tnto sub
ordinating its judgment to my own. '!'he law-mak
ing power will remain where it has been placed 
by the org8.n.1zed law ot the State, in the hangg 
ot the elected representatives ot the people. 

Betore the nomination Mr. Davis, one ot the bosses, had de

clared that he neither knew nor oared what kind ot a governor 

Dr. Wilson would make·-what he was interested in was a good can-· . 
57 didate. The enthusiastic acceptance ot Wilson's words must 

have assured the bosses that they did have a good candidate~ If' 

they had any qualms as to the type ot govemor he would make, 
58 

they showed no evidence of' it at the time. 

Then began a campaign that was to f'U.rther Dr. Wilson's re ... 

putation as a liberal leader. The platf'ol"Dl ot the Democrats in 

New jersey was called a western insurgent Republican program, 

with its demand tor direct primaries, employers' liability, regu 

lation ot public utilities, a corrupt practices act, direct 

votes tor senators, eight-hour day on all public works, and ad-
59 

d1t1onal taxes on railroads.: ·· The candidate had practically 

56 Hostord, 29. Also, part quoted in an editorial in '!'he 
Independent (New York), rm, 71'1, September 29, D!O. 

57 Tumulty, 14. 
58 "Making a President", by Inglis, in Collier's (New York), 

LVIII, 99, October 21, 1916. 
59 'l'umulty, 23; Pringle, 547; '!'he Outlook, Vol. 96, 140•1, 

September 84, 1910. -
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written the platrorm, but at rirst he objected to the demand ror 

so many campaign speeches, and his rirst speech Yas somewhat 
60 evasive and disappointing. However, when he got warmed up to 

his task he did an admirable job. By this time, he realized 

that he had not been as unanimously clamored ror by the New 
61 1ersey people as he had been led to believe. Apparently he 

set out to prove to them that he was their spokesman and he did 

convince them or that ract. 62 

The keynote or his campaign was symbolical.or the situation 

throughout the country: "to give the people access to their own 
63 government." He really astonished New jersey by proressing 

his sympathy with progressive measures, but he oonv.1.noed them or 
64 his sincerity by his direct, vigorous, rrank discussion or 

65 broad principles, and the campaign attracted so much attention 

that the New York and Philadelphia papers gave much space to it~ 
This Yaa an excellent time tor an outstanding Democrat to 

become a progress! ve, and Dr. Wilson seized the opportu.ni ty. He 

said: 

So I say that our challenge today is to include 
1n the partnership all those great bodies or 

60 Tumulty' 2'7. 
61 Kerney, 65. 
62 Dodd, 87. 
63 Hosrord, 22; Tumulty, 35-37. 
64 Tumulty, 28, 31. 
65 Editorial in The Nation (New York), Vol. 91, 408-9, November 

3, 1910; and "New DelDOcratic Governor, Woodrow Wilson", by 
Fabian PI-anklin, in The IndeRendent (New York), Vol. 69, 
1167•69, November 17-;-"!910. 

65 Lawrence, 3'7. 
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un-named men who are going to produoe our tuture 
leaders and renew the f'Uture exigencies of 
.Amerioa.6'1 

Jlld he promised to take the people into his confidence and to 

iet them know how things were going. 

The high point of the campaign was his offer to meet any 

responsible Republican in a debate, and the acceptance of this 
68 ohallenge by Mr. Record, a progressive Republican. So ably 

did he answer the nineteen questions put to him that he won many 
69 progressive Republican votes. 

1 
Re approved every radical pro-

position and concluded: 

It I am elected, I shall consider that I am 
chosen leader or m.y party and the direct repre
sentative or the whole people in the conduct 
ot the government. I regard m.yselt as pledged 
to the regeneration of the Democratic party. 
I should deem m.yselt torever disgraced should 
I in even the slightest degree cooperate in 
any such system or any such transactions as 
you describe in your characterization ot the 
boss system,70 

71 
The campaign went trom strength to strength, the speeches grew 

out ot each other and were connected in such a way that made 

them a popular treatise on selt-govermnent. 72 They revealed him 

as a first class political leader. Re ended with this plea: 

And then trust your guides, imperfect as they 
are, and some day, when we are all dead, men 

67 Tumulty, 32. 
68 Kerney, 68. 
69 Hosford, 26. 
70 "Woodrow Wilson's Views", by R. B. Needham, in~ Outlook 

(New York), Vol. 98, 939-51 A.Ugust 26 1911. . · 
71 "An Inspir1~ Oalllpaignertti ed:! torial in af.he Nation, Vol. 91, 
7 40 409 November 3, l~ o. ---



- 108 .. 

will come and point at the distant upland with 
a great shout of joy and triumph and thank God 
there were men who undertook to lead in the 
struggle. What difference does it make if we 
ourselves do not reach the uplands? We have 
given our lives to the enterprise. The world 
is hap~ier and humankind better because we have 
lived/13 

Press accounts proclaimed his election a victory tor the Pro

gressives, but he was called a conservative Democrat and was 

already being mentioned as a possible presidential candidate. 74 

According to one writer he had taken the tirst long stride 

toward the greatest goai. 75 

But what did the bosses think ot their candidate? At first 

they gloried in their choice of a man who could talk so appeal

ingly. Then they began to 1V0nder it he might mean what he was 

saying. They were positively worried over the idea of the de

bate between Dr. Wilson and Mr. Record, and did all they could 
76 to prevent it. They began to realize that they had selected 

77 a skillful and efficient· political captain, but did they sus-

pect that he was going to destroy tor a time their rule in New 

Jersey and to inaugurate a new national era in political liberal 

ism.?78 

73 Tumulty, 44. 
74 Harper's Weekly (New York), LIV, S-9, November 19, 1910; LIV, 

6, November 26, 1910. The Liter§rY D!~st (New York), XLI, 
915-920, December 10, l'§Il5'. chic ago D 11 Tribune, Novembe 
9, 1910. 

75 "Helping Make a President", by Inglis, in Collier's (New York 
LVIII, 99, October 21, 1916. 

76 Kerney, 68. 
77 Hosford, 51; "Wbbcbrow Wilson, Political Leader", B.J. Hendrie , 

McClure's Maaaz.ine (New York), Vol. 38, 217•31,Deoember 191 • 
78 TulilUlty, 17. . 
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'l'he clash came very quickly and turther increased Dr. 

Wilson's fame as a liberal, and added to his prestige by proving 

his ability as a leader. The victory in the elections, the 

tirst since 1892, gave the Democrats charge ot the senatorial 

situation. 7 Mr. Smith, in spite ot his promises to the contrary, 

oould not resist the temptation to run tor senator. '!'he choice 

ot the primaries was Mr. Martine, a man, unfortunately, in-
80 . 

adequate tor the position. Would Dr. Wilson take any active 

part in the affair? As a matter ot tact, it was outside his 

province.81 But what about his promise to his constitutents to 

be a leader ot the Democratic party? 

At first he seemed reluctant to take action. He appeared 

unconcerned about the tact that a candidate had been chosen by 

primary elections, and he claimed to kn.ow very little about the 

politicians ot his state, since he did not read the New jersey 
82 papers. At this admission, the New York !9.!! was asked to aid· 

the cause, and then, w1 th the selection ot Mr. Tumulty as his 

79 "Helping To Make a President", by Inglis, in Collier's (New 
York), LVIII~ 99, October 21, 1916. Kerney, 25. Lawrence, 
31. American Monthly Review or Reviews, XLII, 13'7, l!'ebrua 
1911. --

80 Kerney, 89. Tumulty, 48. 
81 Editorial· in~ Nation (New York),XCI, 5'11•2, December 15, 

1910. "Woodrow Wilson, Political Leader", by B.j. Hendrick 
in MoOlure's Masazine \New York), Vol. 38, 217, 231, 
December, 19il. Tumulty, 48, 49. 

82 Kerney, 89, report ot a conference. 
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secretary, the situation was in Mr. Martina's tavor.83 However, 

he argued seriously with Mr, ~ulty. He telt that it might be 

to the advantage ot the progressive program to have Mr. Smith 

and his triends as their allies. Then, too, he might be deteat

ed it he opposed the machine, and in that event be in a very 

humiliating position. In return, his secretary argued that he 

would be placing New jersey back into the hands ot enemies ot 

liberaliSlll and that he would be missing his first opportunity to 

prove to the people that the governor could be their leader in 
84 vital matters. He decided to assume the ottensive, and, when 

Mr. Davis told him that it he would keep his hands ott the 

senatorship, the machine would help his progressive legislature, 

he answered, "How do I know you will? It you beat me in this 

f'irst tight, how do I know that you won't be able to beat me in 
85 everything?" Once his decision was made, his fight was per-

sistent and successful, and his reputation was made as a leader 
86 and as a man who kept his campagin promises. 

In December, a Governors' Convention was held at Frankfort, 

and in the address made to this gathering of state executives, 

" Dr. Wilson proclaimed his philosophy, which was termed New 

Stateisrn". 87 He challenged these governor.a .to use their power 

83 Kerney, 89, report of a conference. 
84 'l'umulty, 48, 49. 
85 "Woodrow Wilson, Political Leader", by B.j. Hendrick, in 

McClure's ~azine (New York), Vol. 38, 217-31,Deoember 191. 
86 Editorial ine Nation (New York),XCI, 571-2,December 15,191 • 
87 ~ Literar'li lJiiest {New York), XI.I, 1080, December 10, 1910, 

quoting ---! New York Daily Tribune. 
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• yigorcusly and to discover what as yet unused powers they had at 

their service. He did not recommend usurping power but he clai 

ed that the whole thing rested on personal influence. He ex

plained: 

Their (the governors') real power over a 
Legislature is their ability to convince 
the people. If they can carry an opinion 
through the constituents, they can carry 
it through the Legislature. No legislature 
need be jealous of that, unless it be 
jealous of putting public questions upgn 
a footing of open and frank debate ••• 6 

He declared that the task to be considered was that of re• 

gulation. They must seek common principles, comm.on ideas and 

aims, and yet recognize that these common principles must be put 

into effect in the several States in the ways that will serve 

local needs and conditions.89 

A characteristic, therefore, of Dr. Wilson's administration 

was leadership. He analyzed the s1 tuation in these words: 

To my mind the great question is one of 
adjustment. We have the economic problems 
of the day. We have public opinion. We 
have our system of legislation. The prob
lem is to adjust these three factors. We 
have first to instruct public opinion on 
the great economic problems. Then we have 
to bring public opinion to bear on legis
lative action. At present there are too 

88 "Woodrow Wilson's Address: The Governor Elect of New J'ersey 
to OUtgoing and Incoming Executives of the Sister States", 
in Harper's Weekly (New York), Vol. 54, 8, December 3, 1910; 
"Wilson in Governorship", an editorial in ~ Nation (New 
York), Vol. 91, 540-541, December 8, 1910. 

89 Ibid. -
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many barriers between. Public opinion 
is checked and thWted and cannot make 
itselt effective. 

so he established a precedent by attending the party caucus. He 

explained his intrusion, "'l'he governor shall commend by message 

to the legislature at the opening ot each session, and at such 

times as he may deem necessary, the condition of the State, and 

recommend such measures as he may deem expedient."91 

In his opinion the real leader was not the man who impresse 

his own ideas and wishes on others, but rather he who rightly 

hears and interprets the finest and best popular opinion. SUch 

a leader gathers the general inspiration and brings it to a 

tocus; he interprets and makes eftective the general conscience, 

but he must have faith in the honesty and uprightness of the 

general mind. 92 This was the ideal he set for himselt and he wa 

recognized as a new type of political leader--a man with ideas-

but one who led people not by making them think as he did but to 

think for themselves.93 

A congressman claimed that one attribute of' Dr. Wilson's 

leadership was his lucid expression: 

90 "A Talk w1 th Governor Wilson" by Charles J"ohnston in Harper's 
Weekly (New York), Vol. 55, 11-21, August 19, 1912. . 

91 "Woodrow Wilson, Political Leader" by B. j. Hendricks in 
McClure's Magazine (New York), Vol. 38, 217-31, December, 
1911. 

92 "Talk with Governor Wilson" by c. J"ohnston in Harper's Weekly 
{New York), Vol. 54, 8, December 3, 1910. 

93 "Woodrow Wilson, Poli ti cal Leader". 
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We always came away feeling that we have 
been convinced, not by Dr. Wilson--oer
tainly not driven or bossed by him--but 
w1 th a feeling that we are all--President, 
Congress, and people--in the presence of 
an irresistable situation. Here are the 
faots, he says; here are the principles; 
here are our obligations, as Democrats. 
What are we going to do about it? He 
has a curious way of making one feel that 
he along with all of us, is perfectly 
helpless before the facts in the case.94 

As governor he was also courageous enough to use his power 

where that power might have been questioned. The Anti-Saloon 

League sent him a petition about the violations of law in Newark 

because of the inactivity of public of'ticials. He had no power 

to remove corrupt or negligent officials but he advised the 

Chief of Police, the District Attorney and the Sheriff of their 

duties and concluded: "I have no means of enf'oroing this advice 

under the law of the State except in public opinion, but that is 

a very powerful and prevailing force in our day". 95 

The second characteristic of this ad.ministration, especial 

the first term, was the passing of progressive legislation. As 

we have noted, there were many liberal Democrats and liberal 

Republicans in the state of New Jersey who were interested in 

reform and now_with a leader, interested in the same thing, much 

could be accomplished. He said in his inaugural address: 

94 "Wilson" by Ray Stannard Baker, in Collier's, The National 
Weekly, Vol. 58, 5, October 7, 1916. 

95 "The GOvernor and Law Enforcement", an editorial in ~ Out
.!22!£, Vol. 102, 148, September 18, 1912. 
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It is not the toolish ardor ot too sanguine or 
too radical reform that I urge upon you, but 
merely the tasks that are evident and pressing: 
the things we have knowledge and guidance enough 
to do and to do with contidence and energy. I 
merely point out the present business ot pro
gressive and serviceable government ••• 96 

At the close ot the session his words were: 

I think it will always be remembered as extra 
ordinary (this Legislature) in this, that it 
witnessed the tult1llm.ent by the Legislature 
ot every important campaign pledge. It has 
acted not only with unusual diligence and so
briety, but with singular absence ot party feel
ing and party control. It has had about it the 
treedom which characterizes men who are acting 
in the public interest and without regard tor 
private connections and personal interest. 

The Employers' Liability and Workingman's Compen
sation Act has given the state a statute more 
serviceable and more consistent with justice in 
the Union. The primary and election bill has 
worked thorough-going reform ot the whole elector
al procedure of the state. The corrupt practices 
act will do, perhaps, more than any other piece ot 
legislation in this notable list, to purity elec
tions and secure unbiased action of the people at 
the polls. 

The Public Utilities Act goes the fUl.l length ot 
reform in respect of the control ot public service 
corporations. It is a thoroughly business•like 
act, well conceived and well constructed, and ought 
to afford a means ot settling some ot the most per
plexing questions connected w1 th control of corpo
rations ••• it must be admitted to constitute one 
of the most remarkable records of legislation, I 
venture to think, that has ever distinguished a 
single law-making session in this country.97 

96 Hostord, 101. 
97 "Woodrow Wilson, Governor•, by james Kerney, editor ot The 

Trenton Evening 'rimes, 1n '1'he Independent (New York),
Vo!. 'lo, 9as-O, LY 11, 19Ir. 
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In acknowledging the tine work performed by the Senate, he said! 

Kost men are beginning to realize that it is only 
an artificial process that divides Democrats from 
Republicans in the State Senate, or in State poli
tics, as, in tact, in the city and county politics 
and issues which surely have no connection with 
the great party divisions in national politics ••• 
The only essential in .American politics today 1s 
the difference between Progressives and Reaction
aries. We, in the last ten years, have come out 
of the period of merely negative politics, politics 
which consisted wholly of attacking, abusing and 
heaping objurgation upon men and measures of poli
tical faith. All these things weave together to 
serve, as well as we have served our great common-
wealth.98 . 

Comments on the work of this New Jersey Legislature show 

approval of its accomplishments and of its leader: 

Governor Wilson's tact and skill, his tar-reaching 
knowledge of political conditions and his undaunt
ed courage, combined with dogged insistence that 
the Legislature redeem its pledges. These things 
have resulted in writing into law in a remarkable 
short space or time the pledges of the Democratic 
par1y.9g 

These laws were considered the most radical yet framed by 

any state. Even La J'ollette ot Wisconsin, and other progressive 

states or the West where •ardor tor more adventurous political 
100 blood holds sway" have accomplished no greater reforms. So 

sreat were these progressive accomplishments that they were con

sidered revolutionary.101 And the governor, who stood firmly 

98 Ibid. 
99 !IOS?ord, 99, quoting ~ !!.!!!!: .TerseY Evening Post. 
00 "Woodrow Wilson, Governor", by 1ames Kerney, ~The Indepen

dent (New York), Vol. 70, 986•9, May 11, 1912, 
01 Coiiiieiit in Harper's Weekly (New York), LV, 5, May 6, 1911. 
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against the maoh1ne and used his influence with the legislature 

to put through this program ot retorm legislation, gained the 

reputation ot being the most independent and progressive gover

nor ot the Eastern states.1o2 

But the administration was also marked by vetoes, and this 

characteristic brought both praise and criticism. He vetoed as 

many as "torty bills. One editor claimed that it is as important 

to judge a man by the kind ot legislation he would keep ott the 

statutes as the kind he would put on. lfany ot these bills were 

unimportant, many were carelessly drawn up, some were. an inva

sion ot home rule, and others would incur debts or give too much 

power to party managers and would handicap the independent 
103 voters. 

The veto that attracted the most attention was that on the 

compUlsory abolition ot grade crossings. This was a bill that 

the Republicans were very much interested in and had pledged as 

part ot their plattorm. The last session was devoted almost ex

olusi vely to this bill, and the one that was produced gave the 

Public Utilities Commission power to compel railraods to elimi

nate grade crossings where, in the judgment ot the Commission, 

they menaced lite. It empowered the Commission to proceed to 

arrange with the railroads and municipalities tor doing away 

102 MUzzy, 525. 
103 "Governor Wilson's Vetoes", editorial in The Nation (New 

York), Vol. 94, 380-1, April 18,.1912. 
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with grade crossings, but added the arbitrary provision that 

every company which operates a railroad in the state must, with

in three months and within the same period yearly thereafter, 

: remove or apply tor removal ot one grade crossing tor every 

thirty miles or traction thereof of road operated by it in any 
104 

state. The governor's veto declared: 

I know the seriousness of the great consequence 
ot the question affected by this important 
measure. There is a demand, well grounded and 
imperative, throughout the State that some 
practical legislation should be adop~ed where
by the grade crossings of railways which every
where threaten lite and interfere with the con
veniences ot both city and rural communities 
should as rapidly as possible be abolished. 
But there is certainly not a demand in New 
Jersey for legislation which is unjust and im
practicable.105 

By the last statement he showed that he was liberal enough to 

see both sides ot the case, but the veto brought him severe cri

ticism ot being influenced by the "interests". The tact that a 

letter trom the railroad men, embodying arguments almost identi

cal with the veto, was found enfolded in it increased the criti-
106 

cism. The Republicans, who since the la~t election were in 

the majority, were very indignant. They did not use this evi

dence, but trom then on they were against him and they accused 

104 Tumu1ty, 78, 79. 
in The Nation (New York), Vol. 94, 105 Ibid. .Also in editorial 

~0-1, April 18, 1912. 
106 Kerney, 201. 
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107 him ot neglecting his duties, and ot a barren legislature. 

This accusation ot the neglect ot his duties was brought on 

bY the tact that during his second year ot ottice he made a 

speaking tour ot the West. It must be remembered that the ul ti

mate object ot Dr. Wilson's entrance into politics was the presi 

dency. His detianoe ot the bosses and his leadership in pro

gressive retorm had attracted the attention ot the country to 

him, so now his followers telt it was the opportune time to show 

this talked-of man to the country, so that the people might teel 
108 acquainted with him. The West, which was keenly interested 

at the time in politics, knew all about his governorship, and he. 

was quite generally accepted by the people as a man who would 
109 

make a good president. 

However, here was a man supported by rich conservatives ot 

the East, sent on this trip to convince the radical West that he 

was in sympathy w1 th their views. He had to be an able poli ti

oian, capable ot striking a medium upon which his extremely 

107 Ibid. But American :Mont~ Review 9.! Review__a (New York), in 
--niws report of 'fol. 47, 31-6, Feoruary, 1912, claimed his 

record was good to the end. And in "The Trusts and The 
Candidates•, in The Liter'tf Dilest, Vol. 45, 769-71, 
November 2, 1912~e New ork orld is quoted as blaming 
the Republicans tor-:Eb:wartlng his progressive measures. . 

108 Kerney, 131, tt. 
109 "With Governor Wilson in the West", by Frank Parker Stock

ridge, in !!!! World's !2E.!£ (London) , X:X:II, 14713-6, 
August, 1912. 
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llO different followers would agree. In a speech at Harris-

burg, 111 and one in Kansas,112 he frankly and courageously an

nounced his conversion to initiative and referendum as a tool 

to restore representative government, and it is stated that 

there was no reason to question his sincerity in th1s;113 but it 

was a subject which the conservatives wished him to avoid. He 

was challenged in Colorado114 and in California115 to express 

his views on recall of judges; it was a doctrine, he explained, 

that he would not accept. When questioned on woman suffrage, 

he replied that he considered that a local issue.116 On the 

whole he made a favorable impression. He was liked for his 

style and for his disinterested attitude on public questions, 

which gave the impression that he was not seeking the presidency 

but that it was his duty to fight the "vested interests" and 

champion the cause of the inarticulate public".117 

Editorial comments on Dr. Wilson's candidacy show that his 

followers had succeeded in getting favorable recognition of 

110 Kerney, 136,144. 
111 "Governor Wilson's Candidacy", ed.1 tori al in The Nation (New 

York), Vol. 93, 131-137, August 17, 1911. -
112 Kerney, 131, May 6, 1911. · 
113 "As a Foreigner Sees Them--Wilson, Tart, Roosevelt", by 

Charles Oster in World's~ (London}, :X:X:IV, 575-578, 
September, 1912. 

114 Kerney, 138, May a, 1911. 
115 Editorial in~ Nation. 
116 Kerney, 138. 
117 Lawrence, 44. 
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him.118 It was said that he had made a very marked impression 

because the .American people love a leader whom they believe to 

be fearless and sincerely devoted to their interests,119 and 

that if he were nominated for President it would be because of 

popular demand, not because of skillful political manipula

tions.120 But he had enemies, both within and without the party 

who now began a campaign to show a different man to the country. 

His radical change of policies in so short a time were used to 

make him appear inconsistent and insincere. 

These excerpts show how his attitude toward railroads and 

monopolies had changed. In 1908 he had written to Mr. Xoline: 

But I venture to utter what is perhaps a 
feeble protest against all railroads. 
You and I know who are responsible for 
this socialistic, populistio, and ant1-
property crusade. It is the cry of the 
envious against the well-to-do--the old 
story--i t is not new to this generation.121 

In 1912 he was preaching: 
The great monopoly of this country is the 
money monopoly. So long as that exists 
our old variety and freedom and individual 
energy of development are out of the 

118 Press Comments, "Voice of the South: For President Woodrow 
Wilson", in Harper's Weekly (New York~ Vol. 55, 32, Novem
ber 18, 1911; "Voice of the West", Vol. 55 1 19, November 
25, 1911; "Voice of the East", Vol. 55, 20, December 9, 
1911; "Governor Wilson's Political Evolution", in Current 
Literature, Vol. 50, 575-578, June, 1911. 

119 Editorial in The Nation (New York), Vol. 93, 136-137, 
August 17, im. 

120 Editorial in The Outlook (New York), Vol. 98, 922-923, 
August 26, ~1. . 

121 "The Political Transformation of Woodrow Wilson", in Current 
Literatqr:e, Vol. 52, 153-157, February, 1912. 
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que~tion. A great industrial Nation is 
controlled by its system of credit. Our 
system ot credit is concentrated. '!'he 
growth ot the Nation and all our acti
vities are in the hands ot a few men, 
who even if their acts be honest and in
tended tor public interest, are necessa
rily concentrated upon the great under
takings in whi oh their own money is in
volved; who necessarily, by the very 
reason of their own limitations, chill 
and destroy genuine economic freedom. 
This is the greatest economic question 
of all, and to this statesmen must address 
themselves with an earnest determination 
i~b=~~I:st~~ !~~~l~~ture and the true 

The con:nn.ent on this speech was that it might have been made by 

any Populist orator.123 

1u-. Bryan was one who was not convinced of the genuineness 

of the conversion of Dr. Wilson to progressive principles. He 

discouraged Mr. Harvey's interest im him because he claimed that 

he would destroy the Democratic party and make it a Wilson par

ty. But the two DEn had met, and on the surface all was friend

ly. They were both to appear at a Jackson Day banquet, and just 

on the critica1 day these words of Dr. Wilson's were published. 

They were part of a letter written in 1907: 

122 Ibid. 
123 Ib'Id. 

••• would that we could do something at 
once dignified and effective to knock 
Mr. Bryan once for all into a cocked 
hat ••• 124 

124 Wilson to Joline, April 29, 1907, in L1terarI Difest (New 
York), Vol. 44, 10-12, January 20, 1912; a son Tumulty, 
94. 
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To otf'set the bad impression of recalling this former attitude, 

Mr• Bryan was given the tribute of being a leader in the dark 

ages, but press comments kept the matter before the public. 

Three papers took the attitude that, if only five years pre

viously Dr. Wilson had held such hostile views of Mr. Bryan and 

of the Progressive movement, he could not now hope to gain the 

, support of steadfast Bryanites.125 However, other papers tried 

to show that he had had an honest change of heart and that it 

was Wall Street who was treacherously trying to undermine him • 

.An impartial paper stated: 

Atter the last mine has been exploded 
in this anti-Wilson campaign, the final 
question that will be asked probably is 
whether the Governor is inteµeotually 
honest •••Many public men of the first 
rank, however, change their views from 
time to time, and they manage to survive 
in politics because the mass of the people 
still1believe in their intellectual 
honesty.127 

Another point of attack was on the extravagant publicity 

ot Dr. Wilson. Harper's Weekly, Harper's Publishing Company, was 

financed, according to general opinion, by the very center of 

the money trusts of the country. Was it consistent for a pro

gressive candidate, who was working in the cause of the common 

125 Boston Advertiser, The New York Times, Chica~o Daily Tribune 
in The L1 ter,arz DiSesTINew York:) , XLIV, 1 -12, January 
20,"'"1'912. . 

126 Progressive and Democratic Papers in The Literary Digest 
(New York), XLIV, 10-12, J"anuary 20-;-"!'912. 

127 1h! Springfield Republic in ~ Literary Digest, ~· 
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people against th~ moneyed interests, to accept this publicity? 

perhaps this question was in Dr. Wilson's 0wn mind because when 

Jlr• Harvey asked him directly if' he thought he was being hurt by 

that support, he answered promptly and bluntly: "Yes.• Corres

pondence between the two men, directly following this incident, 
128 ' 

showed no ill feelings on either side, but Ool. Watterson, 

editor of' the Louisville Courier Journal, who was also at the 

interview, branded Dr. Wilson as cold, tactless and unapprecia-
129 

tive. The press was soon using the story to Dr. Wilson's 

disadvantage. 
. 130 

This statement appeared in Harper's Weekly: 

The name of' Woodrow Wilson, our candidate f'or 
President was taken down from the head of these 
columns in response to a statement made direct
ly to us by Governor Wilson to the effect that 
our support was attecting his candidacy injur
iously. The only course lef't open to us, in 
simple f'airness to Dr. Wilson, no less than in 
consideration of' our own self' respect, was to 
cease to advocate his nomination ••• 

A very considerable number of' our readers who 
have cooperated earnestly and loyally in ad
vancing a movement which was inaugurated sole
ly in the hopes of rendering a high public 
service are entitled to the intorination. 

1!!.! Independent carried the comment that Mr. Harvey's sup

port was honest and his admiration sincere,131 and added: 

128 Kerney, 154. 'l'umulty, 82. 
129 Tumulty, 83. 
130 Vol. 56, 4, January 20, 1912. 
131 ttWoodrow Wilson and the Two Colonels", Vol. 72, 207•8, 

January 25, 1912. 
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Governor Wilson's public addresses, his appeals 
to the people have been admirable and strong. 
We have seen no better candidate tor the party. 
It is much to be regretted it mere tempera:men t 
has alienated some ot his ardent triends and 
has injured his chances tor a nomination which 
might have given him the Presidenoy.132 

Another version was that it th~ incident was interpreted in the 

light that Governor Wilson had permitted himself to be governed 

by reasons ot political expediency, to break a triendship in a 

tactless manner with a man tor whom he has expressed personal 

regard and triendship, the .American people would not like it, 

but that probably he had tailed to realize what effect a blunt 

answer to a question of fact would have upon a sensitive and ad

miring triend.133 

In general, the press accounts showed that the Conservative 

Democrats and the Republican editors telt that the Wilson move

ment had been damaged by this event, but the Progressive, Demo

cratic, radical Republican, and Independent papers thought it 

would further his cause. It brou~t him the goodwill ot The -
Commoner, And , the New York World, not one ot his consistent 

admirers, said, "llhat we need in public life is a great deal 
134 more of .discriminating ingratitude." 

This was Dr. Wilson in 1912 as his friends and his enemies 

132 Ibid. 
133 ~section ot The Outlook (New York), Vol. 101, 294-5, 

February 11, ffi2. 
134 Press comments on "Topics of the Day", in The Literary 

Digest (New York), Vol. 44, 252-253, February 16, 1912. 
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saw him. It is evident that he had changed many of his opinions 

bUt he explained that he was "a conservative on the move." He 

considered people who did not change their minds as impossible 
135 

people. He apparently did not want to appear inconsistent. 

No doubt, as one author says, he did play practical politics on 
136 occasions. Mr. Dodd pronounced him more an English Liberal 

137 
than an American Democrat. We shall next consider the theo-

ries he set forth after he was launched into national politics. 

135 "Political '?ransformation of Woodrow Wilson", in Current 
Literature(New York), Vol. 52, 153-7, February, l9l2. 

136 Kerney, 24!. 
137 Dodd, 87. 



CH.APTER V 

DR. WILSON, A LIBERAL CANDIDATE IN 1912 

The Democratic party had three possible candidates in 1912 

who would have been satistaotory to the bosses--Mr. Harmon, Mr. 

Clark, Mr. Underwood and, in addition to these men, there was 
1 nr. Wilson, considered by many as their strongest man. But the 

attacks on Dr. Wilson had weakened him to some extent. He was 

not so strong in 1912 as he had been in 1911, because some peopl 

had been 1n1'luenoed into believing that he was too ambitious and 
2 not sincere. Yet we tind some statements to contirm his 

strength. Dr. Rpbert Hudspeth, vice-chairman ot the Demooratio 

National Committee, is reported to have said that twenty-six ot 

the titty-two members ot the Committee were tor him while nine 

more would have chosen him as second choice. Mr. Mark SUllivan 

is quoted trom an article in: Collier's: 

It the Democratic party should hold a primary 
election tomorrow, Woodrow Wilson would get 
two-thirds ot the votes and carry three-tourths 
ot the states ••• He is really the only one ot 
the Democratic candidates who, outside in his 
own state, in the country at large, has a 

l Dodd, 99. "Wilson and the Third Party", editorial 
Nation (New York), Vol. 96, 26, july 11, 1912. 

2 HowianCI, 208. 
3 ttGovernor Wils_on' s Candidacy, a Poll ot the Press", 

Outlook (New York), Vol. 100, 307-8, February 10, 
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personal tollowing--the kind ot tollow:tng that 
would go with its candidate into a third party 
it the occasion arose. 

It was prophesied that it he could get the nomination he 

would carry the Democratic vote solid, would get many Progress

ive Republican votes and votes ot Insurgents who were against 
. 5 

high taritt and privilege. But tirst he had to get the nomina-

tion. The political maneuvering ot a National Convention is 

very intricate and involved. It is expensive to oarry a candi

date to success. Dr. Wilson insisted upon publicity ot all 

campaign tunds. It was said that no one would ever know how 

much it cost his triends to put over his nomination. After the 

results ot the Chicago Convention were known, it was felt that 

the Democrats needed a liberal man to otfset the new party • 

. Mr. Bryan sent an appeal to all the candidates requesting a Pro- • 

gressive temporary chairman. At first, Dr. Wilson did not seem 

to realize the importance of this matter but, urged on by his 

secretary, Mr. Tumulty, he sent just the right kind ot a reply: 

t-

"You are quite right ••• The Baltimore Convention is to be a 

Convention ot Progressives; ot men who are progressive in prin-
6 

oiple and by convintion.ff The Progressives were in great need 

ot a leader, and that message changed their attitude toward him, 

4 Vol. 48, 20, january 20, 1912. 
5 "Some Possible American Presidents", by H. Hamilton Fyf'e, in 
· The Liviff !6!, (Boston), Vol. 272, 3-8, J"anuary 6, 1912. 
~ Tumli!ty_,_ l • 
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and gave him that place ot leadership. 

How much. Jfr, Bryan had to do with the final results is 
8 

questionable. A.coording to Mr, Dodd 

anoe between the two men. 

there never was any alli-
9 :ur. Lawrence says that the country 

at large was 1 given the impression that he did play an ettective 

part in the nomination, but Mr. Inglis states that he did all he 
10 

could to prevent it and was very much surprised when it came. 

At one critical time of the convention, when New York was 

showing an inclination toward Mr. Clark, Dr. Wilson was on the 
ll . 

verge ot withdrawal. Mr. Mccombs, his campaign manager, tel~ 

that Dr. Wilson was out to ldn, never to lose, that he saw only 

his own personal exaltation and was insensible ot political 
12 obligations. Others seem to teel that he was sincerely indig-

nant over boss control ot the Demoorat1o party and that he was 

not unsympathetic to a new party tormed ot the progressives ot 

both parties, It is recorded that he was suggested as a possibl 

running mate tor Mr. Roosevelt and that he had replied, "Oircum-
13 

stances might make such development possible." But he was not 

put to the test ot how tar he would have gone in his tight tor 

7 Ibid. Kerney, 223. 
8 P7""§'9. ' 
9 P. 53 

10 "Helping to Make a President", by Inglis, in Collier's, Vol.58 
99, October 21, 1916. 

ll Tumulty' 117. 
12 William F. Mccombs, "Making Woodrow Wilson President" (Fair

view Publishing Company, New York, 1921), 17. 
13 Lawrence, 52. 
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progress1 ve principles because, with Kr. llo.A.doo and Mr. SUlli van 

to the rescue, the "Progressive element• triumphed at'ter a long, 
14 stubborn fight tor "en1ightened progressivism.• 

J'udge Westcott announoed the resu.lts of the convention in 

such great praise of the suooesstul candidate that we tind this 

desoription: "Ken 1n the Convention,overwhelmed with the emo

tion of the great hour and the vindication ot the bold, liberal, 
15 

Woodrow Wilson, bowed their heads." The following words gave 

this interpretation: 

'?he switt current ot liberalism that was running 
across the o1v1lized world here in America was 
revealed in the lJrogressive movement--and in the 
Democratic Party was localized the spirit ot 
Woodrow Wilson, the spirit ot a constructive 
evolutionary statesman who believed intelligent
ly and with some passionate interest in the new 
doctrine which Bryan had preached and Roosevelt 
had explained and championed.16 

How was the nomination commented on by the press? The 

Democratic papers seemed united in their expression of loyalty 

and confidence, and such papers as the !!"! ~ World, !a! !!!:! 
!Q!! i'imes, and the Brookl;rn Eagle, and the Hartford i'imes, 

which had been against Bryan, were now ottering enthusiastic 
17 

support to the Democratic ticket. Buch excerpts as the 

following show their attitude: 

14 i'UmUl.ty, 117. JloCombs, 173. 
15 Tumulty, 124. 
16 White, 247. 
17 '?he Chica.go ~ J"ournal, J"uly 13, 1912. "Effect of Woodrow 

--Wilson's NCiiliiation•, in~ Literarx Digest (New York), 
XLV, 43-6, ,jul7 13, 1912. 
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There is not a Democrat who can find a sound 
and suttioient reasof

8
for withholding his vote 

trom Woodrow Wilson. 

Woodrow Wilson will be the next President ot 
the United States. But he will be more than 
that. He will be the first President ot the 
United States in a generation to go into office 
owing favors to nobody except the American 
people and under obligation to nothing except 
the general welfare.19 

The same idea: 

The result is to make him his own man as tew 
candidates have ever been ••• No pledges have 
been exacted trom him ••• It was not a series 
ot trades and dickers which brought him to the 
head ot the poll.at Baltimore! but simply the 
deepening ot the general oonv ction, until it 
became invincible, that he was the candidate 
best fitted to lead the party at this junoture.20 

..Uthough Yr. Roosevelt declared that the Baltimore Conven

tion had been controlled by the bosses even in the choice of Dr. 
21 Wilson, many of his papers viewed the candidate favorably: 

••• he represents intelligent progressivism 
w1 thin hi a party and 1• in tull sympathy w1 th 
the nation-wide movement to overthrow the 
alliance between professional politics and 
organized money which is the most important 
factor in .American public lite today ••• 
Fought bitterly by plutocrats, reactionaries, 
and bosses, and made, more recently, the victim 
ot a campaign ot misrepresentation and journa
listic demagogy, he had grown steadily in public 
favor and oontidence.22 

18 The New York Times cited Ibid. 
19 New YOrk\lrorld, Ibid.·~ -
20 New York Evening-,OSt (Ind.) Ibid. 
21 Current Li teratlfi'"'1'1ew York J, -il'II, 127-8, August, 1912. 
22 Editorial in Chctago Daily Tribune, Xuly 3, 1912. 
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J.tlOther paper claimed that before the American people Roosevelt 

and Wilson stood f'or the same th1ngs,and that if' Wilson were the 

nominee ot a progress1 ve party, he would appeal w1 thou t reserva

tion to the dominant thought of the time. 23 '!'he same thought 

was expressed by another editor: "The Democracy now becomes the 

party of' progress and the vote of every progressive comm.unity 
24 whether heretofore it called itself' Democratic or Republican." 

As might be expected, both the progressive and conservative 

Independent papers accepted this highly respected Democratic 

candidate, and it was reported that the Sacramento Union, fifty 

years a staunch Republican, had launched into the Democratic 
25 26 - 27 

campaign. Harper's Weekly, in sp1 te of' the controversy, 
28 commented very favorably. The editor of' The IndeJ;?endent, de-

tini tely in favor of Mr. Taf't, acknowledged Dr. Wilson as the 

best possible Democratic nomination. From abroad came the ex

pression that one Qf' the resu.+ts of' Dr. Wilson's nomination was 

to place the relations between the Democratic party and the out

side worl'd on a basis of' mutual understanding; and, also, this 

comment: 

23 Kansas Oi ty Star. 
1912. 

Current Literature, Vol. 53, 127-8, August 

24 Louisville Post, Ibid. 
25 "Eftect ot \foodroi""'iflson's Nomination", in~ Literary: 

Digest (New York), XLV, 43-6, J°uly 12, 1912. 
26 Vol. 56, 4, J°uly 13, 1912. 
27 P. 105. 
28 "OUr Position in This Campaign", editorial, in Vol. 73, 99, 

J°uly,ll, 1912. 

1-------------· 
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As a radical and as a man of ideas he will command 
the synpathy ot tho sa":le people to uh.on vrr. Roose
val t appeals-those who are dL"'nly groping after 
social. and pol1 tioal reforms which they can as 
yet hardly tornulate. At the sa"ne time, he ap
proaohes suoh questiono.f'ron a :raor.e pronou.naedly 
1ntelleotual sta.nd-point.30 

One edi tor31 pointed out that 11 ttle uo.a aotuully l:nomi, at 

the tine, of Dr. \Vilson's Ma.tionnl policy, and so it w111 be in

teresting to learn how his a.coeptanoe speech and his osnpa..ign 

tal.ks revealed those policies. Ori tios oalled the Den.ocra.tio 
32 platform vague, othero, the r..iost progressive ever preoented 

the colttltry by the Democratic party.33 Hou would Dr. Wilson in

terpret 1 t and how \?Oul.d the interpretation be o.ooepted by the 

voters? 

He accepted: 

••• with a deep sense of its unusual s1gn1f1onnce 
and the great honor done me,_ and al.so with n pro
:tound sense of my res:pons1buity to the party and 
to the nation. You will expeot me, in br1et1 to 
talk politics and open the campaiGn in words whose 
meaning no one need doubt.34 

30 "Uoodrow Hilson' s Winning in England ff• Tl1a Li tcrary Disest, 
XLV, 180 1 AUgust 3, 1912, quoting Lon<TOn Times. 

31 aDr. W11son 's Task", edi toria1 1n T1.ae Livir!Q ~ {Booton} • 
Vol. 274, 252-253, 1uJ.y 27, 1912. Current 'IIterature (New 
Yorld • L, 375-378, .June, l9ll. 

32 ttDr. ;111son's Task", editorial 1n ~ L1v1Df? ~ (Boston}, 
Vol. 274, 252•253, .July 27, 1912. 

33 fl'lle outlook, Vol. 102, 27-281 September 7~ 1912. Cal.led not 
-Very progressive 1Jy The ;rna.epondent, VoJ... 75• 162, July 11, 

1912. - , 
34 ChicaGO Daill Tribune, August a, 1912; 1!Qn Yorl.: Dail.Y- Tribune. 

August b, 9!2; 1h2. Chicaso Daily Journal. August 7 1 J.\;J.2. 
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He spoke ot a nation awakened to its neglected ideals and 

duties, and ot a new age which "requires salt-restraint not to 

attempt too much and yet it would be cowardly to attempt too 

little." Then he took this attitude: 

The plattorm meant to show that we know what 
the nation is thinking about, what it is most 
concerned about, what it wishes corrected, and 
what it desires to see attempted that is new 
and constructive and intended tor its long tu
ture. We are not going to ask the people to 
accept the platform but to entrust us with the 
otf'ioe and power and guidance ot their attairs.35 

He turther explained that -a plattorm is not a program, that the 

administrative and legislative acts constitute a program, and 

that they come atter the election. 

He divided the task to be done into two parts: 

35 Ibid. 
36 ma. -

One is to set up the rules ot justice and ot 
right in such matters as the taritt, the regu
lation ot the trusts and prevention ot monopoly, 
the adaptation'of our banking and currency laws 
to the varied uses to which our people must put 
them, the treatment ot those who do the daily 
labor in our factories and mines and throughout 
our great industrial undertakings, and the poli
tical lite or the Philippines, tor whom we hold 
government power in trust tor their service not 
our own. 

The other, the additional d.Uty, is the great 
task ot protecting our people and our resources 
and of keeping open to the whole people the 
doors ot opportunity through which they must, 
generation by generation, pass it they are to 
make conquest ot their fortunes in health, in 
treedom., in contentment, in peace ••• 36 



- 134 -

no lookod upon tur1 tt as u system ot 1\-i!Ol"S 6 Ho ngrced 

,,1th the Demoorat1c vieu that the only leGi tinnte obj cot oi' 

tariff 'tro.3 tor revenue, but he rooognized ~"'lo faot that business 

was sons1 tive to changes and \.-.roulcl recommnd noting w1 th caution 

and prudence, but, "There rru.st be an im:r:ied:la.te revision. down-
37 

ward, unhesitatingly and steadily downwurfl. ff He claimed that 

taritt' had had a det"Wralizinr; in:i:'luence and had l>een responsible 

tor raisinc the cost of necessities a'ld to1 .. estubliahir..g monopo-

. lY in domestic marlcats. He objected to the 'WnY teritt schedules 

had been determined in oomni ttee roo111s, and he advised th.at the 

tariff question be made a matter of business in which con.cress 

and the whole people of the United states had a partnership and 

unO.crs tand.1110. 

He blaned the tariff tor the evila o:r the trusts, which he 

contanded had erotm big because of wmholeso::m inflation, oreat 

ed by privileges and exemptions. Ile ex.plained; 

37 Ibid. 
38 nt"c!. -

I am not one of those who thinle; that oo:mpeti tion 
can be established by law against the drift ot' 
world-wide eoonom1o tendenoy, neither sm I one 
of those who believe that business done upon u 
great soale by a single organization , •• is 
necessarily dDngerous to the 11bert1os, evon 
tho econonio liberties of a great people like 
our ow. full o:f intellicenco and of indomitable 
om)r[Y. I en not nfraid of anythinc normal.. I 
dare soy we shall never retu.i..-n to the old order 
ot individual oompetit1on 9 and tho organization 
ot business upon a great scale of co-operation 
is up to a certain point in itself normal and 
1nev:i.table.38 
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His attitude was, therefore, that vast oontederates bound to

gether were not necessarily illegal, and that there was no ne

cessity of destroying nor disrupting any sound or honest busi

ness, but that there should be an anti-trust law that would 

eventually punish and prevent dishonest methods. 

He advocated presidential primaries and direct election of 

senators so that the action of the government might be determin

ed by persons whom the people had actually designated as men 

whom they were ready to trust and follow. 

He spoke of the working people as the backbone of the 

nation. He said: 

No law that saf'eguards their life, that improves 
the physical and moral conditions under which 
they live, that make~ their hours of labor ration
al and tolerable, that gives them freedom to act 
in their own interests, and that protects ihem 
where they cannot protect themselves can properly 
be regarded as class legislation or as anything 
but as a measure taken in the interest ot the 
whole people, whose partnership in right action 
we are trying to establish and make real and 
practical.39 

With regard to currency, he suggested consulting more than 

the bankers, because, "No mere bankers' plan will meet the re

quirements ••• It should be a merchants' and farmers' plan as 

well." 

In conclusion, he stated: 

We represent the desire to set up an unentangled 
government, a government that cannot be used for 
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private purposes, either in the field ot business 
or in the field of politics, ·a government that 
will not tolerate the use of the organization 
of a great party to serve the personal aims 
and ambitions ot any individual, and that will 
not permit legislation to be employed to tur
ther any private interest. It is a great con
ception, but I am free to serve it, as you, 
also, are. I could not have accepted a nomi
nation which left me bound to any man or any 
group of men.40 

There were those who saw in this speech an appreciation of 

the problems ot the day, with a desire to solve them with.wisdom 

and tearlessness and devotion to the common good, and who co:m-
41 mended its freedom trom political boasts; who saw the candi-

date as a clear-visioned, hard-headed, capable man who knew what 
42 

the people wanted and knew how to get it fo~ them. It was 

stated: 

40 Ibid. 

In a word, Governor Wilson shows that he has 
very definite views of the popular unrest and 
com.plaint and their causes, and very clear con
victions ot his own as to what ought to be done, 
but that he is, withal, a man who looks before 
and at'ter and does not propose to abdicate his 
reason even in the heat ot political combat. 

For nothing else is Governor Wilson's speech 
more notable than for its sure reading ot the 
signs ot the time ••• He offers himself, in un
affected simplicity, as a servant of the people 
in helping them to recover what, in their lives, 

41 "1011owing the Campaign: A Weekly Digest of Political Opinion' 
(as expressed by people and newspapers). The Outlook (New 
York), Vol. 701, 864-867, August 17, 1912.--iiariler•s Weekly 
(New York), LVI, 4, ~ugust 17, 1912. 

42 Editorial in The Chicago Daily J"ournal, August 8, 1912. 

• 
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and in their government43they feel has been 
filched away from them. 

It was called a fine, worthy speeoh,44 and in general the 

press remarked on its moderation, its caution, its scholarly 
45 

tone, its literary flavor. But that very moderateness and 

caution was to the Republicans its weakness. They claimed he 
46 was temporizing. Some felt that he had betrayed his party by 

the omission ot such issues as restricting the Presidency to a 

single term, and of' enacting a law exempting American vessels 

from payment of' Panama Canal tolls, and by discussing tariff', 

trust and other problems without giving a program. The treat

ment of the platform. as inconsequential was regarded as an 
47 attempt to satisfy the eastern Democratic papers. Many oriti-

48 cized the speech as not specific; where ~· Roosevelt offered 

to solve problems, Dr. Wilson laid down principles. 49 

In spite of criticism, Dr. Wilson continued with that poli

cy that a platform was not a program and that campaign speeches 

need not solve problems. He, therefore, never revealed himself' 

fully. He showed a cautious, thoughtful mind, not sure how f'ar 

43 •Wh.at Woodrow Wilson Would Do", in 'I'he Literary Digest (New 
York), nv 274-278, August 17, 1m. 

44 .American Jlonthlf Review gl. Reviews (New York), XLVI, 265-267, 
September, 19 2. . 

45 The Li terarz Digest (New York), rLV, 274•278, August 17, 1912 
46 !bi'd. 
47 "Parkerizing Himself•, editorial in!!!! .!2!:.!s Daill Tribune, 

August 9, 1912. , 
48 The Independent (New York), Vol. 73, 393, August 15, 1912. 
49 The Literary Digest (New York), XLV, 274•278, August 17, 1912 
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50 his countrymen wished to go. He was not so interested in spe-

51 
cifio measures and programs as in the new spirit in politics. 

It gave his opponents the chance of depreciating him as a "doc

trinaire" and a "theorist", and of contrasting him with Mr. 
52 

Roosevelt, the practical and efficient man of action. 

The stand Dr. Wilson took was that the laws of our country 

were still for the individual and had never been adjusted to 

business done by great corporations, so the task before the 
. 53 

statesmen was to adjust these laws. He said: 

I am, therefore, forced to be progressive, if 
for no other reason, because we have not kept 
up with our changes of condition, either in 
the economic or in th.e poli tioal field.54 

But he added: 

All progress depends on how fast you are gojng 
and where you are going, and I fear there has 
been too much of this thing of knowing neither 55 how fast we were going nor where we were going. 

He insisted that society was a living organism. and mu.st be treat·~ 

ed as such: 

••• .lll patriotic progressives ask or desire 
is permission to interpret the Constitution 
according to the Darwinian principle; all they 
ask is recognition of the fact that a nation 
is a living thing and not a maohine.56 

50 Dodd, 105. 
51 Muzzy, 530. 
52 The Nation (New York), Vol. 95, 500, November 28, 1912 1 . quot-

--Yng The Manchester Guardian. 
53 The Ne~eedom, 3. 
54 'f6I'd-:;-34, 35. 
55 ?'b'iC!'., 40. 
so mer., 48. 
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The ph1losphy which he was preaching to the nation during 

this campaign was ttTh.e New .Freedom". It has been interpreted 
5'7 as New Stateiam, as against New Nationalism. To be sure, Dr. 

58 
Wilson did tavor states' Rights, and wished to see the states 

make their governments effective enough to counteract this de

mand for nationalism, but his teachings went turther than that. 

He was proclaiming a gospel of the liberation of private enter-
59 prise t.rom the domination ot trusts and corporate powers. His 

theory was the emancipation ot the people rather than their pro-
60 tection, or, ".Free men need no guardians." His doctrine ot 

economic liberty was based on the idea ot working throY.,gh the 
61 

people rather than !9£ them. His program was similar to that 

ot the Progressives but he wanted it carried out by jet:f'erson's 

methods in the several states and communities as it might be 

worked out by the genius ot the people~2 His followers believed 

that he had a more democratic theory than that ot Mr. Roosevelt. 

The New Democracy, they contended, might be better or might be 
63 

worse than present conditions. 

57 •New Stateism. as .Against New Nationalismu, in l'l1§. North 
American Review (New York), Vol. 193, 808-15. 

58 !1!! Chi ego Daily .rournal, September 27, 1912, quoting Gover
nor w. McGovern ot Minnesota. 

59 Ogg, 204-205. Bassett, 192. 
50 •Opinion on Wilson's New .Freedom", in The World's Work (Londo1) 

XIV, 137-9, December, 1912. ~ New--,;eedom, 55-:---Wew !2E£ 
Daily 'l'ribune, September 21, 1912, speech at Colwnbus, 
September 20. 

61 MUzzy, 530. The World's Work, XXV, 137-9, December, 1912. 
52 '!'he World's Work, t:l.V, l37-9, December, 1912. 
53 rb!d. -
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Dr. Wilson did recognize, however, that it would be neces

sary for the law to come to the assistance of the individual. 

As he put it, "Without the watchful interference, the resolute 

interference.of the government, there can be no fair play be

tween individuals and such powerful institutions as trusts. 

Freedom today is something more than being let alone."64 

thus: 

His own expression ot his philosophy and ideals were stated 

••• the meaning of liberty has deepened. 
But it has not ceased to be a fundamental 
demand of the human spirit, a fundamental 
necessity for the life of the soul. And 
the day is at hand when it shall be realized 
on this consecrated soil--a New Freedom--a 
Liberty widened and deepened to match the 
broadened life of a man in modern .America, 
restoring to him in very truth the control 
of his government, throwing wide all gates 
of lawf"Ul enterprise, unfettering his ener
gies and warmin~ the generous impulses of 
his heart, ••• 6 

Perhaps Dr. Wilson was idealistic, but he did have some 

practical ideas to bring to the issues at hand. He firmly be

lieved that the machinery of political control should be put 

into the hands of the people, 66 because he felt that back of all 

reform lay the method of getting it. 67 He contended that the 

whole method and spirit of conducting our government should be 

54 The New Freedom, 294. 
55 !OI'd-:-
56 "'i'lie Democratic Party's Appeal", by Woodrow Wilson, compiled 

from his campaign speeches by his secretary, in The Inde
pendent (New York), Vol. 73, 937-43, October 24,~12. 

67 ~ New Freedom, 223. 
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changed, that the people-should insist on being actual partners 

again and upon knowing how their business was conducted, and in 

whose interest.68 He advocated direct primaries, direct election 

of senators, and initiative, referendum and recall wherever 

necessary and practical. He explained that through initiative 

people would have a chance to get measures passed in which they 

were interested, that by referendum they could see to it that 

unrepresentative measures were not passed, and that recall would 

make government officials realize whence their powers came. 69 

He did not favor recall of judges because he felt that it would 

only mean the reappointing of judges of the same kind unless the 

people had the right of selecting judges.70 He declared that 

with the existence of these powers the battle would be more than 

half won. He said: 

Let no man be deceived by the cry that 
somebody is proposing to substitute direct 
legislation by the people or the direct 
reference of laws passed in the legislature 
to the vote of the people, for representa
tive government. The advocates of these 
reforms have always declared and declared 
in unmistakable terms that they were in
tending to recover repres~ntative govern
ment not to supersede it. 1 

But in one speech he did qualify his attitude by saying: 

68 Chicago raily Journal, September 7, 1912; at William's Grove, 
Penney vania; ~ Outlook, Vol. 102, 56. 

69 "The Democratic Party's Appeal". 
70 New~ Daily Tribune, September 21, 1912; at New Haven, 

September 25. 
?l The New Freedom, 223. --
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We ought to go very slowly and very care
fully about the task or altering the insti
tutions we have been a long time in building 
up. I believe that the ancient traditions. 
ot a people are its ballast. You must knit 
the new into the old• · If I did not believe 
that to be progressive is to preserve the 
essentials of our institutions, I, for one, 
could not be a Progreasive.72 

Dr. Wilson, also, had some very definite ideas on leader

ship, which were related to his attitude toward representative 

government. He claimed that the government, for over a century, 

had been governed by persons not invited to govern it. He de

fined the boss as the business agent in polities of the special 

interests, the manipulator of a ''machine". A "machine" he de-

scribed as that part or a political organization which had been 

taken out of the rank and :f'lle of the party, the part that had 

ceased to be political and had become an agency for the purposes 

of unscrupulous business. Against the ma.chine methods of nomi

nation and of election, representative government had broken 

down. 73 By selection or representatives through direct pri

maries and direct election of senators, the people would be more 

properly represented, and with proper leadership the legislative 

methods could be given more publicity. His slogan was, "Let 

there be light". He felt that the people were entitled to know 

72 New York Daily Tribune, September 26, 1912; at New Haven, 
~eptember 25. Editorial in The Nation (New York), Vol. 95, 

300, October 3, 1912. 
73 :£!!! ~ Freedom, 223. 
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who was back or every bill and back of the opposition to bills. 

In his opinion, it was the president who should assume that 

leadership. He was the chosen representative or his party, its 

purposes, and principles and, more than that, the country often 

showed stronger be lief in the man than in the party, so he must 

represent the country in its national life and ideals. The 

president is the one national voice and must speak the nation!s 

real sentiirents an~ purpose and direct its political opinion. 75 

Dr· Wilson described the ideal president as: 

••• a man who will be one who will seem 
to the country in some sort or embodiment 
of the character and purpose it wishes to 
govern, a man who understands his own day 
and who has the personality and initiative 
to enf'orce his vie~g both upon the people 
and upon Congress. 

But he also said: 

Every leader of the government must hear 
what the nation is saying and enduring. 
It is not his business to judge for the 
nation but to judge through. the nation 
as its spokesman and voice.?? 

74 The New Freedom, 111. 
75 "iiWO'odrow Wilson's Ideas or the Presidency", by jam.es w. Gar

ner, in The American Monthly Review of Reviews(New York), 
Vol. 47,~-51, January 1913 (quoted-Oregon speech of 1911) 
"Leaders in Democ;racy", editorial in~ Nation, Vol. 95, 
604, December 26, 1912. 

76 "Woodrow Wilson's Ideas of the Presidency", by james w. Gar
ner, in~ American Monthly Review of Reviews, Vol. 47, 
47-51, january 13, 1913. 

77 ~ N.f!! Freedom, 73. 
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In aspiring to be that leader he declared: 

I tell you the men I am interested in are 
the men who, under conditions we have had, 
never had their voice heard ••• but went 
silently and patiently to their work every 
day carrying the burden of the world.78 

He had another theory which he brought forth in his talks. 

He believed that the people of the country should get together 

for consultation in school houses or other comm.unity centers, 

tor discussion and debate on the fundamental questions affecting 

their lives. He explained his idea: 

And so, at this opening of a new age, with 
a new age to realize as well as to dream in 
of those things being done that America has 
attempted again and again to do, and has 
round herself disappointed--in this age of 
growing and somewhat justified discontent-
it is our duty to clear the air; to bring 
about comm.on counsel; to say that we are 
fighting no man. We are bringing all men 
to understand one another. We are not the 
friends of any class as against any other 
class. But it is our duty to make the 
classes understand one another; our duty is 
to lift so high the incomparable standards 
of the common interest and the common jus
tice that all men with vision, all men with 
hope, all men with convictions in .America, 
will crowd to that standard and a new day 
of achievement may come for the liberty we 
love.79 

Dr. Wilson had arrived at these poli t1cal theories after 

years of study and thought; he must have believed in them and 

78 Ibid,, 76. 
79 The New Freedom, 90. The Chica50 Daily Journal, October 10, 

---Y9!2; at Chicago. 
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was no doubt sincerely looking forward in 1912 to being a leader 

in national political reform as he had been in state reform. We 

must now turn our attention to his ideas o:t' social and economic 

problems. 

He expressed his sympathy with the social betterment o:t' the 

laboring class trequently throughout the campaign, and indirect

ly he showed what reforms he considered necessary. He trankly 

admitted his approval or every project or social betterment ex

pressed in the Progressive platform except that or minimum. 
80 wage. He spoke o:t' the need o:t' preserving the health and ener-

gy o:t' the .American people by protecting them against wrongful 
81 forms of' labor. He indicated what he meant by poor working 

conditions by mentioning overcrowding, bad sanitation, unneces

sary spread ot disease, necessary precaution against accident, 
82 

difficult tasks set tor women, and child labor. He said, •I 

am interested in having the United States more concerned about 
. 83 

human rights than about property rights." His personal atti-

tude he declared in these words: 

I would (were I a manufacturer) create such 
conditions or sanitation, such conditions of 
li:te and comtort and health as would keep my 
employees in the best physical condition, and 
I would establish such a relationship with 
them as would make th,m believe that I was a 

80 "The Democratic Party's Appeal", by Woodrow Wilson, in The 
Indefiendent (New York), Vol. 73, 937-43, October 24, ~2. 
New ork Daity Tribune, September 8, 1912; at Bu:t':f'alo, New 
York, Septem er 2. 

81 Ibid. Lawrence, 54. 
82 The New Freedom, 271. 
83 ?Drd:-
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tellow human being, with a heart under my 
jacket and that they were not my tools but 
my partners.•84 

He admitted that working conditions must be detinitely 

changed for the benefit ot mankind and that the people should 

have confidence that the Democratic party would meet modern con

ditions and would correct evils. 85 According to his policy ot 

campaigning, he ottered no definite program. He stated his 

ideas and asked that he be accepted as a leader in social as 

well as political reform. 

In dealing with the economic situation, he treated tariff', 
88 trusts, and currency as one problem. He assured his audiences 

that his party had no intention of' striking at any essential 

economic arrangement, but it was .its purpose to drive all bene

ficiaries of' government into the open and to demand of' them by 

what principle of' national advantage, as contrasted with selfish 

privilege, they enjoy the extraordinary assistance extended to 

them. His policy was to apply the rule of general interest. He 

claimed that the Democrats would act on their f'Undamental prin

ciple of' tariff' f'or revenue and would approach it by those ave

nues, and those stages, and at that pace consistent with the 

84 Hosford, 156. 
85 New York Dail! Tribune, September 26, 1912; at New Haven, 

--September 2 • 
88 ttWoodrow Wilson"~ by Alfred L. P. Dennis, in~ Contemporary 

Review (London/, Vol. 102, 796-800, December, 1912. 
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stability and safety ot the business ot the country. He ar-
88 gued that tari:rt was restrictive and that it kept the country 

89 
from freely participating in the world's commerce. He appeal-

ed to the farmer as the class who had never been protected but 
90 who had borne the burden ot protection. He advised the work-

ingmen that, although protective taritt was supposed to be to 

their benefit, the workingmen in unprotected industries were 
91 

better paid. 

He explained why he considered tariff a tremendous factor 

in the high cost ot living: 

••• it was once arguable that the high tariff did 
not create the high ·cost of living; it is no 
longer arguable that these combinations do not 
--not by reason of the tariff, but by reason 
ot their combination under the taritf--set~le 
what prices shall be paid; or stilli moreover, 
what shall be the market tor labor.v2 

He felt that it the country were treed trom the restrictive 

policy of tariff, undertakings in the country would multiply, a 

wider market would result and there would be greater competition 
93 

tor labor. To those who argued that taking the protection ot 

tariff away would be placing the business men in competition 

87 "The Democratic Party's Appeal" by Woodrow Wilson in The Inde• 
Eendent, Vol. 75, 937•45, October 24, 1912. ~ ChlOi'gO-
ailY ?ournal, November 2, 1912. Rally Day Message. 

88 New York Dilly Tribwie, August 15, 1912, at Gloucester (New 
--YorK). August 14. 

89 Ibid., lugust 30, at William's Grove, Pa., August 29. The 
---i:!'terary Digest, XLV, 408-9, September 14, 1912. 

90 Ibid. . 
91 !lii"""°New Freedom, 145. 
92 Ibid-;- · 
93 l'b'fcr., 157. - . 
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with the world, he asked, "Where is .America's boasted genius?" 

Dr. Wilson declared that big business, through the aid of 

tarift and by untair practices, had killed competition by crush

ing it out and buying it out. He knew that popular theory de

fended the combinations that were controlling the economic de

velopment on the ground that they had come into existence natu

rally and inevitably, and must be accepted as unavoidable. But 

he made the distinction that a trust was an arrangement to get 

rid of competition and big business was a business that had sur

vived competition by conquering in the field of intelligence and 

economy. 95 He was willing to agree that the elaboration at 

business upon a great co-operative scale was characteristic ot 

the times and had come about by the natural operation of modern 

civilization, but he said, 

I take my stand absolutely where every pro
gressive ought to take his stand, on the 
proposition that private monopoly is inde
fensible and intolerable.96 

He argued: 

Many say that the theory that by restoring 
competition you can restore industrial 
freedom is untrue, because happenings of the 
last decade show it is free competition 
that has made it possible for the big to 
crush the little--I say it is not free but 
illicit competition that has done it. It is 
competition ot the kind that the law ought 
to stop and can stop.97 

g4 Ibid., 158. 
95 ~New Freedom, 163. New York Daily Tribune, September 3, 

---:C9I!'; at BU'.ttalo September-2:° 
es The New Freedom, 172. 
9? Ibid:-;-177 • 
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He real·ized the seriousness of the general question of mo

nopoly, and he hoped that measures would frame themselves sober

ly enough as they thought their way forward. 98 He saw a need 

for laws to look after the men on the make rather than men al

ready made. He accepted the faot that it used to be the ideal 

of government tor every man to be left alone except when he in

terfered with somebody else, that the best government did as 

little governing as possible. But life had become so compli

cated that the law had to step in and create new conditions un

der which life would be tolerable to all, and so he announced: 

We propose to prevent private monopoly by 
law, to see to it that the methods by which 
monopolies &~ve been built up are legally· 
impossible. 

Then, as has been said, he related the currency problem to 

tariff and trusts. He declared that the greatest monopoly was 

the money monopoly. The growth ot the nation and all 1 ts ac ti vi .. 

ties were in the hands of a few men who, even though they were 

honest and interested in public welfare, were necessarily con

centrated upon the great undertakings in which their own money 

was involved and who necessarily by every reason of their own 

limitations, chill, check and destroy genuine economic freedom}OO 

98 "The Democratic Party's Appeal", by Woodrow Wilson, in The.!!!.
dependent (New York), Vol. 73, 937-43, October 24, 1912. 

99 The New Freedom, 222 • 
. oo "T!ieDemooratio Party's Appeal", by Woodrow Wilson, in ~ 

Independent (New York), Vol. 73, 937-43, October 24, 1912. 



ge said, 

- 150 -

One of the things that makes the currency 
question most pressing and significant at 
this moment is that we are certain now, in 
my judgment, to remove some of the artifi
cial obstaales to our prosperity in business, 
and the minute you do that there is to be 
such an increase in economic activity in 
.America that this stubborn, stiff, anti
quated currency system of ours can't stand 
the strain. You've got to make it elastic, 
you've got to change it, or else you can't 
stand your own prosper! ty.l.Ol 

These were the theories the Demoorat.ic candidate advanced 

toward the vexing economic problems. He seemed thoroughly con

vinced that his ideas were as near the solution of the questions 

as it was possible to come at this time. He felt that states

men must attack these problems with an earnest determination "to 

serve the long ruture and true liberties of men". That was the 

type of statesman he promised to be--a leader in economic refcrm 

as well as in social and political reform. 

But in political campaigns, a candidate must not only put 

forth his own ideas in the best possible light, but it is also 

customary for him to disparage the theories of his opponents and 

sometimes the opponents themselves. Dr. Wilson carried on this 

side of his campaign in a dignified manner.102 He said, "I be

lieve party battles should be fought without personal participa

tion, I am not in the least bit interested in fighting persons, 

101 New York Dail~ Tribune, September 21, 1912, at Columbus, Ohio 
September 2 , and Rally Day Message, November 2, 1912. 

102 Kerney, 246. · 
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but I am tremendously interested in fighting issues."1o3 The 

issues he was most interested in fighting were those of his pro

gressive opponent. 

He considered the third party program good on social better 

ment but dangerous on tariff and trusts. He opposed the idea of 

a tariff commission, saying, "Bodies of experts to guide legis

lation have always been_ the machinery of one thing, and that is 

delay."104 He called attention to the fact that Mr. Roosevelt, 

in adhering to protection, was not concerned with the fact that 

large amounts of money got into the hands of particular classes, 

but that some got into the pockets of the employees. He asked 

how he proposed to carry that out: 

I have searched his program very thoroughly 
tor an indication of what he expects to do 
in order to see to it that a large Propor
t.ion of this prize money gets into the pay
envelope. There is a plank in the P:rogram 
which speaks of establishing a mini~tun or 
living wage for women workers and I su~pose 
that we may assume that the principle is not 
in the long run, meant to be confined in its 
appiication to women only ••• the identical 
program suggested t~ conun.ittees by l~. Gary 
and Mr. Perkins ••• 05 

He argued, 

They would reduce all wages to a level of 
that minimum, set up the employers as wards 
and protegeee. of the Government and streng
then the very partnership between Big Business 

103 Lawrence, 50. 
104 The Chicago Daily Journal, September 2, 1912, at Buffalo, 

--,;yew York. 
105 ~., September 21, 1912, at Columbus, Ohio. 
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and the Government, which most of us are 
trying to break up.106 

That government association was the alarming feature of 

Mr. Roosevelt's program, in Dr. Wilson's opinion. He claimed 

that it would lega:lize monopolies and give the chief employers 

of the country a tremendous authority behind them. He argued 

that it had always been the policy of the masters of consolidat

ed industries to undermine organized labor in a great many ways, 

and federal control, as advocated by the new party, would sub

ordinate the working men to monopolies which looked strongly 

like economic mastery over the lives and fortunes of those who 

·do the daily work ~f the nation.lO'l He contended that history 

was strewn with wrecks of governments that had tried to be 

humane and to carry out humane programs through the instrumen

tality of those who controlled material foroes.108 He said, 

I reject the guardianship thecry. No man 
knows how to take care of all the people 
of the United States. The people under
stand their own. in~erests better than any 
group of men in the confines of the country 
understands them.109 

He admitted that a new combination between government and 

money might be benevolent and carry on s:>cial betterment, but he 

106 Ibid., September 2, 1912, at Buffalo, New York. 
107 IbI'd., also~ Literary Digest (New York), XLV, 499-501, 

September 28, 1912 •. 
108 The New Freedom, 206. 
10 9 YbI'd-:-;-61. -
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asked how one could be assured of it and he declared, 

The trusts are our masters now, but I tor 
one don't oare to live in a country called 
"free" even under kind masters.110 

He also accused Mr. Roosevelt of getting his ideas from the 

gentlemen of the United States Steel trust, and for that reason 

considered his views as undesirable for the man in the White 

House. He told the workingmen: 

Carry out the plan of judge Gary and 
Mr. Perkins and you will have given con
trol in the market tor labor which will 
suit these gentlemen perfectly. They don't 
want competition in the market for labor, 
because new competition will mean new wage 
scales and these are the very men and almost 
the only men who successfully opposed union 
labor in the United States, and shut it out 
of their shops, and bribed it to be content 
to be shut out by all sorts of benevolent 
schemes or profit sharing whi~h a man would 
forfeit if he joined a union.ill · 

With regard to Mr. Roosevelt's elaborate promises, and to 

justify his own lack of a definite program, Dr. Wilson said, 

. F 

"I cannot tell what is around the corner. The successful leader 

ought.not to keep far in advance of the mass he is seeking to 

lead, for he will soon lose contact with them."112 

So much for what the Democratic candidate had to say for 

himself and against his opponent and a consideration of what was 

110 The Chicago Dailb journal, October 10, 1912, at 
· -xi_ so in Rally ay Message , November 2, 1912. 

111 Ibid., at Springfield, October 9, 1912. 
112 Kerney, 241. 

Chicago. 
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said about him. In criticism or Dr. Wilson's attack on govern

ment control of trusts, it was said: 

Governor Wilson seems to have lost the 
thread of progressive ideas. He appar
ently does not know that when the people 
own the Government the surest way to guard 
people's liberty is to enlarge the people's 
power. This the Progressives propose to 
do, not only by extending the powers or the 
government but by insuring that the people 
shall be the Government.1I3 

One newspaper, 114 which was his supporter editorially, took 

exception to his statement that the Roosevelt method for trust 

control was devised by the trusts themselves and was supporting 

his candidacy because it was a matter of history that Colonel 

Roosevelt's roes have been corporations and their retainers. 

He was criticized for not explaining in detail his plan for 

regulation of competition,115 and for his weakness in not statin 

tacts plainly and logically from undeniable premises.116 His 

tarif'f policy was called inconsistent in that he called pro

tective tariff unconstitutional, but seemed to forget that uncon

stitutional procedure must be stopped not gradually but imme

diately,117 and that since he was against all class legislation, 

113 The Literary Digest, (New York), XLV, 408-9, September 14, 
---Y912, quoting ~ Philadelphia North American. 

114 The New Jerse~ Evening~' quoted· in The Outlook (New York) 
Vol. 102, 3 0-l, October 26, 1912. 

115 ~~York .American, in~ Literary Digest (New York), 
XLV, 499-501, September 28, 1912. 

116 The Outlook (New York), Vol. 102, 370-1, October 26, 1912. 
117 Ibid. 
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be should want to have the things used by the artisan, the fac• 

tor'Y hand, and the railway employee as well as the f'armer put on 

the free list; that he should frankly say he believed in throw

ing down all barriers against free trade.118 

Another view of his tariff policy of' steady downward revi

sion was that, if' he were steadfast in his purpose, able to re

sist the pressure of vested interests, and understood the econo

mic policies, there was hope that the high cost of' living might 

be reduced. Considering the importance of the tariff issue in 

the election of' 1912, the author predicted that he would gain 
119 

many votes on his policy. 

Others believed his qualities of' leadership would be a 

great consideration to the votera.120 It was observed that he 

possessed in a singularly high degree the great administrative 

faculty of' the prompt apprehension of the nature of' a case, and 
121 that he had the attractiveness and magnetism of a leader. So 

they had confidence that he was a progressive of' the constructivE 

118 ~ Literary Digest (New York), x:LV, 408-9, September 14, 
1912, quoting~~ Dp11Y Tribune, after speech to far
mers at Williams Grove, ennsylvania. 

119 "The Political Plat:rorm", in ~ Living AS!, (Boston), Vol.27~, 
621•23, September 7, 1912. 

120 "Woodrow Wilson", by L. P. Dennis, in~ Contemporary Revie1 
(London), Vol. 102, 796-800, December, 1912. 

121 "Woodrow Wilson, A Character Sketch", by Henry J• Ford, in 
The .American Monthly Review of Reviews (New York), rLV, 
i'<m-9, September 14, 1912. -
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type who would see that necessary legislation would be passed 
122 with prudence and without injury to the country's prosperity. 

One biographer declared that he had moderated much of his 

radicalism and had become a conservative libera1.123 He had be

come a master ot mob psychology and ~ad learned the arts and 

tricks of getting the ~est out of political situations. He had 

become a politician, but, nevertheless, he was no doubt sincere. 

As one writer said of him: 

He wanted to govern because he saw such superb 
possibilities ot government, and fully appre
ciated the detects which had hitherto kept 
those policies unattained. He was not mad 
enough to say he could remedy the detects, but 
he was man enough to say that he would give 
his brain and his whole soul and his very life 
to try ••• Wilson believed that Democracy, for 
all its failures and detects,held the future 
ot the world. He believed that Democracy, 
rightly guided and interpreted, held the only 
possible hope of the ~ture, and he was ready 
to give all that was in him in ev~ry way to 
the attempt to realize that hope.i2~ 

He was elected and both America125 "and ··Eµrope126 looked 

upon the President-Elect as a new type of political leader tor 

America and were ready and eager tor his program. A foreign 

122 The World's Work(London), rx.v, 137-9, December, 1912. 
123 Kerney, 241.----
124 Bradtord, 67. 
125 The World's Work (London}, XXV, 137•9, December, 1912. The 

Chicago Darry-journal, November 2, 1912. "Why I .Am For 
Woodrow Wilson", by James A. O~Gorman, in !J!.! North Ameri
can Review (New York}, Vol. 196, 460-7, October, 1912. 

126 tt\'l!iel' !Urope Thinks ot the President", in The World's~ 
(London), XIV, 137-9, December, 1912. The Living~ 
(Boston), Vol. 275, 567-569, November 30, 1912. 



r _ 157 _ 
~-
!paper called him, "a sincere, honest, and independent progress-

127 
ist•" His sincerity might be judged by his own tirst words 

as elected Chiet EXecutive: 

I do not feel exuberant or cheerful. I teel 
exceedingly solemn ••• a weight of seriousness 
and responsibility seems to be pressing on me. 
I teel more like kneeling down and praying 
for strength to do what is expected of me.128 

127 The .Axnerioan Monthly Review of Reviews (New York), Vol. 47, 
--Yl5, January, 1913, quoti~ch ot St; Petersburg. 

128 Lawrence, 63. 



CH.APTER VI 

C 0 N C ~ U S I 0 N S 

I have reviewed the political policies and theories of two 

great .American statesmen to determine how I would class them as 

liberal leaders. First I should like to quote a periodical of 
1 

1912 : 

Both Wilson and Roosevelt are remarkably 
versed in the two kinds of political knowledge. 
They know about governments through vast his
torical study and reading and they know about 
political matters in their working manifes
tation. Obviously, Mr. Roosevelt has had very 
much more practical experience than Dr. Wilson. 
But they belong to the same class. They would 
both be great public men and leaders in England, 
or Canada, or France, or Germany where public 
life is a career ••• Wilson and Roosevelt are 
essentially public men. They act upon public 
questions for open, public reasons. 

Second, I think this contrast is worth considering. Mr. 

Roosevelt came to the White House after wrestling in ward cau

cuses, after fighting through county and state conventions, 

after leading a struggle in his party's national convention 

nearly thirty years before that struggle in which he met the 

toes of liberalism. He had championed Civil Service, had strug

gled for police reform, had served in Federal positions in Wash

ington, had been governor, was acquainted with all the by-ways 

l Anierican Monthly Review of Reviews (New York), XLVI, 147, 
August, 191.2 .• 
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and avenues ot politics that led to the goal. On the other hana 

Dr. Wilson had never been in a county convention before he was 

nominated for Governor, had never been in his State capitol 
I 

until he was Governor, and had never been in the _White House 

until he became President.2 So in 1912 we find the Progressive 

candidate to be a man who is reaching the end of his politicB.l 

career after many years of service to his country in both minor 

and major offices, even as its chief executive, and who will 

naturally be judged by what he has accomplished as well as what 

he promises to accomplish. His Democratic opponent is a man at 

the beginning of his career, who in his two years',service 'to 

his state had done enough to gain him recognition and confidence 

There is much similarity in their careers and in their po~ 

licies in spite of so great a contrast as has been pointed out. 

Both of them were nominated and elected governors through the 

aid of political bosses and political machines, but at times 

when the bosses realized. that they must meet the demands of the 

public for better statesmen, each of these men was recognized as 

the type of statesman above pledges, so none was demanded and 

each of them entered the elected office free to act as he chose. 

Mr. Roosevelt felt that he owed some appreciation to the bcsses 

and, also, that he could accomplish more by working with them. 

This decision disappointed many of his followers, but it must be 

2 White, 245. 
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said that he never gave in to these men in what he considered a 

moral issue, and the first year of his term was praised for its 

liberal reform at a time when such reforms were not easily ac

complished. It was in the second year that he beoame the prac

tical politician in the hopes of having a second term as gover

nor. This only brought criticism to him, and his compromising 

with the bosses did him no good because they were the ones who 

got him out of the way, for the time, by using their influence 

to make him vice-president. 

Dr. Wilson was uncertain which was the wiser path to fol

low. He argued the matter with himself and his friends and came 

to the conclusion to fight the bosses. This helped greatly to 

establish his reputation as a liberal leader, and when the boss

es worked against him in the next election and gave him a Repub

lican legislature to work with in the second year of his term, 

it gave his followers the opportunity of using this as propagan

da in his favor when they were trying to bring about his recog

nition as a presidential candidate. His first year in office 

was considered remarkable for liberal reforms, but the second 

year was not so fruitful, partly due to political reasons becausE 

he was touring the country much of the time in order to let the 

people become acquainted with him as a possible candidate for 

president. 

These two political leaders were party men who hoped to 
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accomplish their ends through their respective parties. Mr. 

Roosevelt was a staunch Republican and was firmly convinced that 

he could accomplish more within his party than without. He 

worked through .this policy for the many years of his political 

career, and congratulated himself at the close of his presiden

tial term 9n having made the Republican party a party of pro

gress. But one writer says: 

The campaign of 1908 materially aggravated 
the illness which was already affecting the 
Republican party. The G.O.P. was seriously 
stricken and it is doubtfUl whether any 
political doc~or, even Roosevelt, could· haie 
brought it back to reasonable good health. 

Then came the critical time in 1912 when Mr. Roosevelt felt con

vinced that the party was not what he had thought it was, and 

he at length set out to lead a new party in the field of reform. 

It is the opinion of one biographer that Dr. Wilson had in 

his nature a streak of independence that would not bind him to 

the Democratic party as a life long proposition, and that it 

would not be hard to conceive of him as the candidate of some 

other party than the Democratic.4 He sensed and advanced the 

- opinion that there might be a division in American politics 

along the line of conservatives and liberals. But the one im

portant feature of Dr. Wilson's theory was that the parties sto 

for the leadership given them and he was sincerely convinced 

3 Davis, 93. 
4 ,, Lawrence, 54 
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that he could rid the Democratic party of some of its bossism 

and old fashioned conservatism and make it the instrument of 

progress and liberalism.5 

Each of these men had at one time or another publicly 

scorned the popUlistic movement as a jealous attack on wealth, 

but through study and experience, had come to realize the jus

tice of the demands of the people. They had had no sympathy 

with Mr. Bryan's doctrines, nor his manner of preaching them, 

but both of them, by 1912, were advocating the same policies. 

As liberal leaders in 1912, both Mr. Roosevelt and Dr. Wilson 

accepted the fact that something must be done to restore repre

sentative government. Each of them was willing to accept ini

tiative, referendum and recall to the extent necessary for ac

complishing that purpose. Neither of them advocated them for 

the federal government and each of them qual.ified their accept

ance of these means to an end, but criticism ma.de .Mr. Roosevelt 

less cautious in his speeches. Neither ~· them was in favor or 

recall of judges, but .Mr. Roosevelt appeared very radical in his 

demand for recall of judicial decisions. His attacks on the 

courts, begun during his presidency, became more and more criti

cal and lost for him the respect of many people. Both of these 

men were devinitely in favor of direct election of senat<Fs and 

for primary elections for selection of candidates. 

5 Ibid • ............... 
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They both saw the need of social reform, and their ideas 

or what type ot reform was necessary were practically the same. 

It there was any difference, it was that Mr. Roosevelt was 

working for reform !Ql: the people and Dr. Wilson was for reform 

through. the people. 

Each of them saw the evils in the economic life of the 

country, but they did not agree on the oause of these evils, and 

therefore their methods of remedying the situation were dif

ferent. Both of them sincerely hoped to bring about the very 

necessary refonn. 

Mr. Roosevelt was a popular hero. Dr. Wilson never reach

ed that height. He wanted to rule men, to work tor their good, 

to manage them, but somehow he never quite had the tact or the 

touch to enable him to do so. He wanted to understand the 

motives of men and women, their tastes, habits and traditicns, 

yet he held them off. 6 He never was the "good fellow" that 

Mr. Roosevelt was. 

Dr. Wilson carried on his campaign in a dignified manner 

and held the respect of the nation. Mr. Roosevelt, in the face 

of criticism of forming a third party, seemed to feel it neces

sary to justif'y himself and his new party by bitter attacks on 

his opponents, on their policies, and on the old parties, even 

his one time highly respected Republican party. This was too 

6 Bradford, 70. 
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bad because, no matter how sincere he was in his belief that a 

new party was needed, such a method brought neither respect nor 

assurance of sincerity. 

There is no doubt that Mr. Roosevelt served his country 

well as a teacher of liberal ideas. We may feel that he talked 

too much, repeated too often, and attracted too much attention 

to himself and his reforms, but that is the only way a country 

can be completely aroused to take action against passively 

accepted evils. It takes a man like him to pave the way for the 

man like Dr. Wilson. Mr. Roosevelt gave the impression of ar

riving at his conclusions suddenly and preaching them immedi

ately. Most of his biographers agree that they were arrived at 

after considerable thought, but in spite of that he is consi

dered to be the opposite of Dr. Wilson, of whom it was said, "To 

those who have known him the longest, he has always seemed to be 

growing_accord+ng to a well thought-out plan."7 

Both of these men seemed to realize that a leader should 

go in the same direction with the people, but a little ahead of 

them so that he could stimulate them to look ahead. Mr. Roose-

velt seemed, all through his political career, to have felt that 

necessity of not getting too far ahead, but during the campaign 

that characteristic was less evident in him than in Dr. Wilson. 

7"Wo9drow Wilson, Presidential Possibility", in Current Litera
ture, (New York), XLIX, 381-4, October, 1910. 
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The formation of the new party, the manner in which he 

carried on the campaign, and the elaborate promises tended in 

1912 to make Mr. Roosevelt appear less sincere, more a radical 

liberal, and more interested in power for himself, and left 

the impression that Dr. Wilson was the sincerely conservative 

liberal. But certainly both of these men realized the evils 

of the day and had the courage to attempt to correct them, even 

though it meant going against precedent and established prin

ciples. Each of them was a statesman who had the conviction 

and the energy to move forward in spite of opposition, and 

they deserve admiration and respect. 
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Roosevelt, Theodore, !!! Autobiography, Charles Scribner's 
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satisfaction in his own opinions and accomplishments, but one 

feels that it is a sincere account. 
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1!!!, Roosevelt Policy, Speeches, Letters !!!!. State Papers 

£elating !,2 Corporate !!!,!1!!, !!!:!!, Otoaelz Allied Topic1 E!, !!!!2,

~ ~~ill, President ~ !,!!! United States, in 2 volumes, 

The current Literature Publishing Oompan7, New York, 1908., con
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Roosevelt, Theodore, American Problems, The Outlook Oompa-
. -

ny, N.Y., 1910, is a collection of essays and art1oles written 

after his return to .America and which originall7 appeared in ~ 

outlook. Many or the same articles are included in The Works, 
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period of his career. Roosevelt, Theodore, Addresses,!.!.!! Papers 

edited by Willis Fletcher Johnson, The Sun Dial Olasaica co., 

Publishers, New York, 1908, contains parts of the addresses and 

speeches· made during his terms as president and had some mater
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Right £..! ~ Peopl! ~Rule, an Address by Honorable Theodore 

Roosevelt in Carnegie Hall, New York City, on March 20, 1912, 

under the auspices or the Civic Forum, presented by Mr. Bristow, 
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There are -ome volumes of letters, written bJ Theodore 
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of material for his opinions, expressed to friends and relatives 

at the exact time or the oc.eurrence of certain events, in perhaps 

as sinoere and unbiased expression as can be found. Letters 

~ Theodore Roosevelt 12 ~ Roosevelt Cowles, .!.§Y.Q-]:lli, 

Charles Scribner's Sons, New York-London, 1924. Selections from ------
~ correspondence ~ Theodore Roosevelt ~ Henry Cabot Lodge 

1884-1918, in 2 volumes, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York-Lon-- -
don, 1925. Talki with Theodore Roosevelt, From the Diaries ot 

John J. Leary, Jr., Houghton, Mifflin co., Boston-New York, l920J 

not ot much use as most of it was devoted to the period after 

1912. 

Wilson, Woodrow, The .!!! Freedom, ~ £!!! f2!: !!!_! Emanc1pa -

tion E!_ ~ Generous Energies of .! People, Doubleday, Page and 

co., Garden Oity, N.Y. and Toronto, 1921. Preface states that 

it is the result of the editorial skill of Mr. Wm. Bayard Hale 

who has put together in their right aequenoes the more sugges

tive portions of the campaign speeches. It ia the diacuasion of 

a number or vital subjects in the free form or extemporaneously 

spoken words, left aa stenographicallJ reported. 

Selected Literary ~ Political Paper! ~ Addresses of 

Woodrow Wilson, in 3 volumes; Vol. I, published and arrangement 

with Harper and Brothers, Grosset and Dunlap, New York. A few 
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apeechea of _this period up to 1912. 

Wilaon, Woodrow, Constitutional Government in the United ----
States, Columbia University Press, New York, 1921. Dr. Wilaon'a 

ideaa of our government. 

ARTICLES BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

The first three of these articlea I did not read in the ori· 

ginal but read exoerpta 1n the reviews in .!!!!, American Jlontbl7 

Review of Reviewa, (l.Y.). "The Present Status of the Oivil Ser· - -
_vice Reform" in~ Atlantic Monthly, Ut .Y.) and Boston, Febru

ary 1895, reviewed in~., 11:196, March, 1895. "Political 

Assessments in the Coming Campaign" in 1'~ Atlanlli Jlonthl7, 

(N.Y.) reviewed in~' 6:72, August 1892. "Sunday Closing" in 

..!'.!!!Forum, (l.Y.), September, 1895 and in KoOlure'a Magazine, 

(N.Y.), October, 1895, reviewed in Ibid, 12:464, October, 1895. 

"Fellow Feeling aa a Politioal Faotor" in l!!! Centur7, 

an Illustrated Jlonthlf Magazine (N.Y.) 59:466-471, January, 1900. 

"Latitude and Longitude Among Refozemers" in Ibid., 60; 211-216, 

June 1900. "Reform Through Social Work" in,!!!! Fortnightl7 ~

..!!!!' (N .Y.) 76, November, 1901. "How Not to Better Social Oon· 

ditiona• in The American Jlonthlf Review.£.! Reviews, 15: 36-9, 

January, 1897. "The Enforcement of Law" in Tg! Forum, 32:257, 

November, 1901 and in 42; 11-20, January, 1910. 

The rest of these are essays or articles published in ~ 

outlook (N.Y.), during the years 1910-1912 when he was assis· 
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tent editor; many ot these have been re-published in Works, Vol. 

XVII, so I have not recorded all of them. "The Progressives 

Past and Present",,96: 56-60, September 10, "The Welfare of the 

Farmer," 100; 262-266, February 31, 1912. "Do You Believe in 

the Rule of the People", 100: 526-28, Karch 9, 1912. •civic Du

ty and Social Juatioe", 101: 294-96, June 8, 1912. "The People 

and the Courts" 101: 855-7, August 17, 1912. 

These are three of his editorials: "A Phase of Industrial 

Justice", 100: 353-356, February 17, 1912. "The Oonservation of 

Buatnesa; Shall We Strangle or Control it", 100: 574-8, Karch 16 

1912. "Progressive Democracy, The Right of the People to Rule", 

102; 819-12, August 11, 1912. 

ARTICLES BY WOODROW WILSON 

"Living Principle of Democracy" in Harper'~ Weekly, (l.Y.) 

54: 9-16, April 9, 1910, an expression of his views spoken be

fore a Democratic gathering. "To Outgoing and Incoming Execu

tives of the Sister States", in Harper's Weekly, (l.Y.) 54:8, 

December 3, 1910, an address at the third conference of govern

ors in Kentucky, very good on his ideas of the leadership of a 

state executive and ita influence on retaining rights to the 

states. 

"Law and the Facts" in The American Political Science Re-
/ ---- -

.!!!l!.., 5: 1-11, February, 1911, of no special significance to thi 

paper, but read to get bis ideas on the various subjects. 
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"Freemen Need lo Guardians" in The Fortnightlz, (London) 99: 209 

18, February, 1913, same as in The Bew Freedom. "'l'he Democratic ........... -.~---
Party's Appeal" in~ Independent, (l.Y.) 73; 937-43, October 

2•, 1912, a summary of the important policies expressed in his 

speeches. "Woodrow Wilson's Idea of the Presidency", as he told 

it to J. w. Garner in.!!!! American Monthly Review of Reviews, 

(N.Y.) 47: 47-51, January, 1913. 

Nl!.'WSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS 

!!! ,!2!:! Daill Tribune, copies available for period from 

1885-1912. Attitude toward Roosevelt's early career favorable, 

criticized policies during second year of governorship, expresse 

confidence in him as president, questioned, toward the end or hi 

term, his railroad policies, tariff, and his social reform, 

seemed to be with the spirit of the latter but preferred caution; 

absolutely qpposed to him and his new party. in 1912. Favorable 

to Wilson's governor campaign and governorship, but critical of 

him during campaign of 1912. 

The New York Times, copies available for period 1886-1900, ---
Attitude toward Roosevelt very fair, both favorable and critical 

editoriala on campaign for governor and policies as governor. 

Chicago Daill Tribune, 1901-1912, favorable to all Rooae

velt 's new policies during his presidency and hia champion dur

ing the 1ear1 1910-1912. During the campaign the paper con

tained editorials every day on the Progressive Party, its plat

form and its leader, giving praiee to both. Fair and compliment 
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ary to Dr. Wilson on his governorship election and presidential 

nomination, naturally contrasted his policies unfavorably with 

those ot llr. Roosevelt. 

The Chicago Daily Journal, 1901-1912 expressed confidence 

in Mr. Roosevelt .a• president but regretted his tariff and recip 

rooity policies; considered that he showed steadfast insistence 

in his new ideala and policiea, and as an independent paper, was 

interested in the new party and the posaibilitJ of better re

alignment; saw more chance tor selection for independent voters. 

Favored Roosevelt's minimum wage policy and the tariff oommisaio , 

very complimentary to him as a public man in editorial at the 

time of the attempted 8aaasa1nation. Complimentary to Dr. Wilao 

on the tone and style or bis speeches and campaigning and on hia 

attitude toward recall of judges. Praises his governorship. 

Speeches of both candidates can be found in all of these pa 

pers. 

PUblio Opinion, a comprehensive Sununary of the Preas throug 

out the World on All Important current Topioa, Bew York, Vol. 

XXII, January-June, 189'1, through Vol. XXXV, July-December, 1903, 

valuable for the opportunity to get opinions from the different 

iectiona of the country When newspaper supply ia limited. Later 

joined with The L~terar1 Digest, (Bew York), Vol. XLV, August

Deoember, 1912, good for press comments on campaign. Current Li 

terature, edited by Ed .. rd J. Wheeler, Bew York, Vol. XLIV, 
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January-June 1908, Vol. XLIX, July-December 1910, Vol. LIII, 

July-August 1912, contained excerpts from the preaa • 

..!!!! Outlook, edited by Lyman Abbott, Bew York, Vol.LX, Sep

tember-December 1898, through Vol. 102, September-December 1912, 

furnished contemporary viewpoints through the news section and 

editorials. '?his magazine was tavorable to Roosevelt t~ougbout 

his career and, during 1910-1912, the editor was preaching the 

same doctrine under the title, "The New Democracy". Mr. Roose

velt was co-editor during the same period, so the periodical con 

tained his essays and editorials. Favorable to Wilson as a cam

paigner for governor, as governor, as nominee for president and 

both favorable and critical on his campaign speeches. '?he Amer-- -
~ !onthlz Review of Reviews, and International Magazine, edi

ted by Albert Shaw, New York, Vol. VI, August 1892-January 1893, 

through Vol. XLVI, July-December 1912, very favorable to Roose

velt in his early career, to hia policies as president, and to 

him and his motives in 1912. Juat aa favorable to Wilson in 

1912. Considered both of these men outstanding public-minded 

statesmen. ~ Independent, Hew York, Vol. L, July-December 189 

through Vol. LXXIII, July-December 1912, very favorable to Roose· 

velt as governor, favorable to him aa president except tariff' po 

licy, very much opposed to him in 1912. Favorable to Wilson as 

governor, considered him a liberal leader, complimentary to him 

aa Democratic choice, but definitelJ in favor of Taf't tor preai-



- 174 -
dent and took that stand througb.t campaign. The Nation, a Week-

ly Journal devoted to Politics, Literature and Science (New York 

Vols. 67, July l to December 31, 1898, through 95, July-December 

1912, o1'ten crit1ca1, often favorable to Roosevelt, but opposed 

to the third party in 1912; favorable to"Wilson• ·~.Arena, 

Boston and Trenton, Vols. 36, 1906, ·through 40, 1908, like the 

former magazine had some very favorable editorials and again 

very cr1tica1, claimed that often there were events which tended 

to give the impression that Roosevelt was a reactionary, but the 

editor did not believe he was at heart. The North American Re-- -
view, edited by George Harvey, published in New York, Vols. 175, 

July-December, 1902, through 194, January-April, 1912, editorial 

ly claimed Roosevelt was an ally of the money power during his 

presidency, criticized his last message to Congress, called him 

the first president to glory in duplicity, the first braggart, 

first bully, accused him of being radica1 in 1912; the champion 

ot Wilson. ~ Living ~' published in Boston, Vols. 272, 273, 

274, and 275, tor the year 1912, contained reviews of' editorials 

from many other periodica1s and some of' its own which were not 

favorable to Roosevelt, and even claimed that he would have been 

delighted, in 1912, to have worked the Republican machine, had h 

had the chance. Favorable to Wilson. 

ARTICLES 1!! CONT:EXPORJ.RIES .Qli _Ro_o __ SE_VE.._.._L_T 

"Theo.dore Roosevelt, a Oharacter Sketch", by Julian Ralph 1 
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The .American MonthlI Review£!.. Reviews, (l.Y.), 12: 159-171, Aug 

ust, 1895, when he was chosen by thia magazine •• the man of the 

month; praised highlJ tor hia reforms. 

•Theodore Roosevelt" by John Hendrick Bank• in Harper's 

Weekly, (B.Y.), 45: 947-9, September 21, 1901, by an author who 

knew and respected his aubjeot; there tore, complimentary. ·."The 

Bew President of the United States", anonymous, in,!!!! Living 

Age (Boston) 231, October 13, 1901. 8 Theodore Roosevelt" by A. 

Maurice Lowe, in~ Forum (B.Y.) 32: 257, November 1901, very 

favorable by an author who later becomes critical. "Theodore 

Roosevelt", anonJtnous, in:!'.!!! .American Monthly Review o:t Reviews 

(B.Y.) 24: 435, September, 1901. "President Roosevelt", by Poul 

ney Bigelow, in.!!!!, Oontemporar1 Review, (London) 80J 463, Octo

ber, 1901, quite complimentary and refuted the idea that Roose

velt was jingoistic. •The New President of the United States" 

by Albert Shaw, in 1!:!! Contemporary Review, (London) SQ: 473, Ju 

17, 1901,and page 609,0ctober, 1901, the first on his dbaracter, 

very complimentary, the second on his administration aa governor 

also, complimentary. "The Glory of Rooaevelt!a Life: His First 

Public Service", by Julian Ralph, in l!!! Coamopolitan, £! Ill!.!,

trated Monthlt-Kagazine (B.Y.), '72: 559,November, 1901-•April, 

1902, praiaed him as an administrator and a reformer. "Theodore 

Roosevelt, a Complete Sketch", by William Allen White in,!:

Olure'a Magazine (N.Y.),Eltcerpt in Public 9Ein1on (N.Y.), 
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31:589, November, 1901. 

"President Roosevelt's First Year", by a Progressive Repub

lican, in~ North American Review (N.Y.), 175:721, Deoember, 

1902, showing a warm, personal admiration. "Mr. Roosevelt's 

First Year in Of'f'ioe", by a jef'tersonian Democrat, ~·, p. 731, 

surprisingly favorable view of' all things considered, is comm.ant 

in review in~ .American Monthly Review .Q! Reviews, 27. 

"Theodore Roosevelt: A Personal Sketch", by Lyman Abbott, in 

~ OUtlook (N. Y.), September-December, 1904, very favorable. 

"A Foreign Estimate of' Mr. Roosevelt•, by an Anglo-Amerioan, in 

~North .American Review (N. Y.), 179:118, july, 1904, favorable 

to all except tarif'f' policy, and gives the opinion that .America 

will think twice before she parts with him. "President Roosevelt 

as Europe Sees Him", by Louis E. Van Norman, in The .Americas 

Monthly Review .e,t Reviews (N. Y.), 30:299•305 (J'ul.y-Deoember, 

1904), quite favorable. "Theodore Roosevelt as Presidential Can

didate", by a Delegate of' the National Convention, in Ibid., 30: -
35-42, july, 1904. Favorable. "'.Mr. Roosevelt Abroad", by Sydney 

Brooks, in !Ugper's Weekly (N. Y), 48, july-Deoember, 1904, and 

England and the President", by the same author, ,lli.9._., p. 720, 

show he was respected abroad. 

"The President's Policies" by George Griswold Hill, in .!!!! 

North American Review,(N.Y.), 185, August, 1907. Favorable. 

"The Temper of' Roosevelt, Is it Radical or Conservative?", in Cur· 
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rent Literature (N.Y.), 44:499-503, May 1908, evidence or con-------
atructive rather than destructive instinct shown in hold he baa 

kept on his party. "Roosevelt as a React1on1st" by George Le

wellyn Rees in The Arena (Trenton and Boston) 39: 289-299, Maroh 

1908, very ar1·tical, claims na.t a aoli tary reform measure that 

goea straight to the life of the people. "A Glance at President 

Roosevelt's Administration" by Honorable John D. Works,~., 

pages 156-159, February 1908, critical, but conclude• that al

though he did not accomplish what was expected or him, the coun

try considered him sincere and honest in his intent10111 and pur

poses. "Roosevelt-Taft-La Follette on What the Matter in Ameri

ca Ia and What to Do About It," by Lincoln Steffens in Ever1-

bod1'1 Magazine (N.Y.) 18: 723-736, June 1908, reviewed in 1!!! 
Arena (Trenton and Boston) 40: 89•99, July 1908, under heading 

"Lincoln Steffens' Quest tor a Moses"; the author claimed that 

the best thing be bad done ttot only aa a president but as a pub

lic man waa to lead the .American people to think for themselves 

about their common problems. 

A tribute to Roosevelt was in Ever7bodz'a Masazine (N.Y.), 

20, January-June 1909,inserted between pages 464-465. "Presiden 

Roosevelt" by Harry Thurston Peck, in~ Bookman (N.Y.), 29:25-

31, March, 1909, very analytical and quite critical. 

"Theodore Roosevelt" by Archibald Colquhoun in The Living A 

(Boston), 265: 505-525, Kay 28, 1910, critical but fair. 

"Theodore Roosevelt" by Sydney Brooks, ~·, 525-32 and 
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"The Contuaion of American Politics", by the same author, Vol. 

267; 323-331, November 5, 1910, claimed Roosevelt had declared 

nothing new in "The New Nationalism" and prophesied a third par

ty in 1912. "The Mythical Roosevelt", an article by Mr. E. 

French Strother, in The California Weekly, reviewed in The~

!.2.!!! Monthly Revie• £!Reviews, 42: 125, December 1910, very in

teresting as the name might imply. "The New Nationalism and Old 

Moralities" by Ernest Hamlin Abbott, 96: 157·60, September 4., 

1912. 

"Two Divergent Views of Theodore Roosevelt" in Current Li

terature (N.Y.) 53: 516, November 1912, one by LaFollette, very 

critical; the other bJ a friend, verr complimentary. "American 

Affairs" bf A. Maurice Lowe in The Living Age (Boston), 273: 259-

266, Mar 4, 1912, very interesting and fair article. "llr.Roose

velt 's Opportunity", by the same author, in Harper's Weekly (N.Y, 

56: 9, Julf 20, 1912, and "American Affairs" by the same author 

in~ Living Age, 274: 515-522, August 31, 1912,and "Mr. Roose

velt'• Hew Issues" in Harper's Weekly (N.Y.), 56: 8, July 20,191, 

showing that the author had become very critical of Mr. Rooeevel , 

had lost all confidence in him and claimed that he lost his op

portuni t1es by not allying himself earlier with the progressive 

Republicans. 

"A Chapter of Kational Dishonor" by Leander T. Chamberlain 

in~ North American Review (K.Y.), 194, February, 1912, the 

Panama oaae from Mr. Roosevelt's aide and from Panama's with no 
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justification or his aotion except his own conscience. 

"Why I Am for Roosevelt" by Kiles Poindexter, a u. s. Sena

tor in Ibid., 196: 468-483, October, 1912. "The Republican Pre

sidential Nomination" by Jacob Gould Schurman, President of Cor

nell University in The Independent (N.Y.) 72: 600, March 21,1912 

"How President Taft has followed the Roosevelt Policiee or Im

proved Them" by Franklin Mac Veagh, Secretary of the 'l'reaat1ry;, 

un4er Taft, in~ Outlook (N.Y.), 101: 110-116, Kay 18, 1912. 

"How President Taft PleQBed Himself to Follow Roosevelt's Poli

cies and Failed", by James R. Garfield, Secretary of the Interio 

under Roosevelt, Ibidi, 116-122. "Roosevelt the Politician," by 

Frances E. Leupp in~ Atlantic Monthly (Boston & B.Y.), 109: 

843-52, June 1912. "Weight in the Candidates", by Erman J. Ridg 

way, in Everybody's _!!gazine, (N.Y.), 26: 579-592, May, 1912. 

"The Keynote of Theodore Roosevelt's Character" by a College 

Olasamate, in~ American Konthl7 Review~ Reviews, (N.Y.), 46 

303, September, 1912, states sincerity was the keynote. 

An interesting article, "Roosevelt I", appeared in Fortune, 

17: 69, April, 1938. 

ARTICLES BY CONTEMPORARIES OF WILSON 

"President Wilson and College Earnestness" by R. Bridges in 

World's Work, (London) 15: 9792-7, January, 1908; "Presidential ------
Skirmish Line", by F. B. Stevenson, in Harper's Weekl1, (l.Y.), 

52: 11-12, May 16, 1908. "Woodrow Wilson, a Presidential Possi

bility" in Current Literature (J.Y.), 49: 381-4, October, 1910, 
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a good article giving Wilson's ideas with some.contrast to Roose

velt. "New Democratic Governor", by Fabian Frankl.in, in The In---. 
dependent, (N.Y.}, 69:1067-9, November 17, 1910, a good article. 

"Possible President", by William B. Hale, in World's Work (London), -----
22:14339-53, May, 1911. "New J"ersey and the Bosses" by William 

E. Sackett, in Harper's Weekly, (N.Y.), 55:8, April 8, 1911, de

scribes corrupt conditions but confidence in Wilson. "Virginia 

Democrat• by E. A • .Alderman 1n Harper's Weekly, 55:7, May 6, 1911, 

some worthwhile thoughts expressed. "Woodrow Wilson for Presi

dent• by E. L1ssner, 1n ~., 55-6, J"uly 29, 1911, a letter to 

the editor favoring candidacy ot Wilson. "Possible American 

Presidents" by H. H. Fyfe, in The Fortnightly, (London), 96:899-

906, November, 1911, good explanation ot Wilson as governor and 

the bosses. "With Governor Wilson in the West", by F. P. stook

widge in ~World's .!2Elf. (London), 22:14713-6, August, 1911. 

"Political Leader", by B. :r. Hendrick, in McClure's Magazine (N.Y.) 

38:217-31, December, 1911, a good article. "Woodrow Wilson, Gov

ernortt, by :r. Kerney, in ~ Independent (N. Y.), 70 :986-9, May 11, 

1911, favorable to him as governor. "Woodrow Wilson's Views, by 

H. B. Needham, in~ Outlook (N.Y.), 98:939-51, August 26, 1911, 

a good account. 

"Woodrow Wilson, a Biography" by W.B. Hale, in World's ~ 

(London}, 22:14940-53, October, 1911; 23:64-77, 229-35, 297-310, 

466-72, 522•34, :ranuary-March, 1912. "As a Foreigner Sees Them, 

!Wilson, Taft, Roosevelt•, in .!!?!9:,., 24:575-8, September, 1912. 
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"Wilson, Tatt, Roosevelt Oompared",in Ibid., 24: 569-75, Septem-,_ 

ber, 1912, interesting. "Why I Prefer Wilson to Roosevelt", in 

..!!!! American Kagazine, (B.Y.) 75: 14-7, November, 1912. "Poli

tical Evolution ot a College Pl'esident" b7 s. B. Griffen, in .!!!.! 

Atlantic_Monthlf, (Boston and Bew York) 109: 43-51, Januar7 1912 

a ver7 good artiole. "oareer or Wilson" by A. L .• R. Dennis in 

Oontemporary Review (London),102: 790-800,December 1912; Good. 

"Bryan, Wilaon:and Democracy" by Sydney Brooks, in Harper's.!.!!! 

!I.• (B.Y.), 56: 22, August 10, 1912, a good account. "The Poli

tical Transformation of Woodrow Wilson" in Current Literature, 

(B.Y.), 52: 153-7, February 1912, a ver7 intereating and perti

nent article. "The Ettect or Woodrow Wilaon'a Election" in The 

Literari Digest, (B.Y.), 45: '36, Jul7 13, 1912, good. "Why I 

am for Woodrow Wilson" by J. A. 0 1Gorman in The Borth American 
I -

Review, (B.Y.}, 196: 460-7, October, 1912, very favorable to Wil 

aon, much praise. " Political Predestination or Woodrow Wilson" 

by George Barve7 in~., 193: 321-30, Karch 1911, 196: 145-53, 

August, 1912. "Bew Stateiam" by J.M. Mathews in~., 193: 

808-15, June, 1912. A dharaoter aketch in,!h! Amer!5!!!! Konthly 

Review ot Reviews, 46: 177-84, August, 1912. "Woodrow Wilson, a ----
appraisal" by w. K. Daniels in The Independent, 73; 1111-4, Bov-

ember 14, 1912, a well-organized, fair appraisal. "Bryan's View 

ot Governor Wilson and the Democratic Platform", in The Outlook, -----
102: 27-8, September 7, 1912. "Possible .American Presidents" by 

H. H. Fyte in The Living Age, (Boston) 272: 3-8, Januar7 6, 1912 
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"The Kind ot a Kan Woodrow Wilaon ia" by w. G. MaoAdoo, in 

~Century Magazine (B.Y.), 85: 744-53, Karch 1913. "Helping 

to Kake a President" by Wm. Inglis in Collier'•, The National - . 

Weekly, 58: 14, October 7, 1916, continued through aeveral co-
' pies, a very helptul article. "Wilson" by Ray Stannard Baker, 

Ibid., 58; 5, October 7, 1916, helpful. 

BAOKGROURD MATERIAL 

"Becessity tor the People's Party~in ~Arena, Alliance 

Publishing Company, Bew York, 30: 410-414, July-December 1903, 

summed up the situations which were to bring united action a

gainst existing conditions. "The Forward Movement in the Repub-
, 

lioan Party", in~ Outlook, New York, 96: 161-172. "The Dis

contented Farmer", an editorial in The Nation, New York, 71: 66, 
. -

67, a very sarcastic account ot the tarmer'a complaints. "How 

We Got Our Oonatiatution", condensed from Fortune, July, 1936, 

(N.Y.), in Reader'• Digest, Pleasantville, Bew York, 29; October 

1936. "!he Federal Tax System" in Fortune, Bew York, 17: 46-47, 

January 1938. 

BIOGRAPHIES 

Bishop, Joseph Bucklin, Theodore Roosevelt and His Time ----- ------
Shown in his Own Letters in 2 volumes, Charles Scribner's Sons, --- - .--- .-...-. 

New York, 1920. Thia book seems to have been compiled under the 

supervision and at the request ot Theodore Roosevelt. It doea 

contain much source material in the form or letters and sayings, 

but it ia written into a connected biographJ by the above author 
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and ia very favorable to the subject of the biography; it has 

been ·~criticized for lack or real insight into the material and 

occurrences recorded. 

Perhaps the moat interesting and most justly critical bio

graphy of this great man ia a fairly recent one, Pringle, Henry 

F., Theodore Roosevelt,~ Biographf, Harcourt, Brace & Company, 

New York, 1931. Thia book is baaed on research, is well-annotat 

ed, but the author states in his preface that he has expressed 

his own opinions. 11.cOaeb, Walter, F., Theodore Roosevelt, Alber 

and Charles Boni, New York, 1931, is another critical biography 

and it is this author who criticizes Kr. Bishop. In hia criti

cism ot Mr. Roosevelt he seems to be tair. 

Two biographies written in rather interesting and different 

styles and containing some unusual conoluaiona are these: Leupp 

Francis, E., The II.an Roosevelt, A Portrait Sketch, D. Appleton & ---.. - . 

company, Hew York, 1904, written by a reporter and a commentator ' 

ot the!!?!. Yo£!t Evening Poat, reviewed in The Independent (B.Y.) 

Vol. LVI; 1501, June 30, 1904, as not so indiscriminately lauda

tory aa the biography by Kr. Riis, publiahed in the same year. 

Einstein, Lewis, Roosevelt, .!!!! !!!.!!! ~ Action, Boughton, II.it• 

flin & Company, 1930. This book ia annotated at the back. 

Thayer, William Roscoe, Theodore Roosevelt, ~n Intimate~ 

fraphy, Houghton, Mifflin & CompanJ, Boston and Hew York, 1919. 

'?he biographer was very evidently a friend and admirer of Kr. 

Roosevelt, although there were times that they were in opposite 
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camps over certain issues; it is a fair criticism, not a very 

well annotated volume. Lord Charmwood, Theodore Roosevelt, 

Constable & Company, Limited, London, 1923, hae given an inter

esting story or an American statesman he admired and American a-

tfa1rs from an English viewpoint. Lewis, William Draper, The -
Life E.! Theodore Roosevelt, anothet" ··friendly biographer who ad-

mits his admiration of hie subject but tries to be fairly criti

cal; the introduction by William Howard Taft shows no animosity 

toward Mr. Roosevelt. 

On the period of the Progressive movement, I found these 

books especially helpful: Howland, Harold, Theodore Roosevelt 

~ Bia_Times; .! Chronicle .!?£ ,!!!! Progressive Movement (Chroni

cles of America) in 50 volumes, Vol•· XLVII. New Haven; Yale 

University Preas, 1921. Davia, Oscar King, Released for Publics 

tion, Some Inside Political History of Theodore Roosevelt and Hi1 

Times, 1898-1918, Ho.ughton Mifflin Company, Boat on and New York, ---
1925. Kr. Howland and Mr. Davis were both contempora~iea of Mr. 

Roosevelt and closely connected with him and his movements duri~ 

the year 19·12. Kr. Davis was formerly a correspondent of the Ne1 -
York Times and was secretary of the Progressive National Conven

tion. 

Some of the biographers were such friends and admirers of 

Mr. Roosevelt that they could see nothing but good in him and al 

hie actiona. Riia, Jacob A , Theodore Roosevelt,~ Citizen, 

Johnson, Wynne Co., Washington, D. c., 1904; this is the book 
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reviewed as indiscriminatingly laudatory in~ Independent,(l.Y 

Vol LVI: 1501, June 30, 1904, and to which most critics refer in 

the same manner, but it is a sincere account of a friend and a 

contemporary of the early political career of 11.r. Roosevelt. 

Washburn, Qharlea G, Theodore Roosev!!!,; The Logic _g! .!!!.!. Career 

Houghton, Mifflin Company, Boston and lew York, 1916, has advan

ced the theory that his friend's whole political career was one 

of unselfish service to his country and mankind, and has attempt· 

ed to prove his theory. Foulke, William Dudley, Roosevelt and ------
.!!!.! Spoilsmen, published by the lational Civil Service Reform 

League, Bew York, 1925,a life long friend, and a man who worked 

on the Civil Service Commission under him, has presented that 

part of the statesman'• eareer in a most praiseworthy light. 

Thomas, Addison c., Roosevelt Among!!!,! People, being.!! .!.2.' 

count .!.!. !!!!_ _!!22 ,!!!! journey ~ Ocean !2 Ocean of Theodore 

Roosevelt, Twentr-sixth President .2f !!!,! United States, together 

~ !!!,! Public Speeches ~!!I £.!!! during l.!!!. Journey, the L. 

w. Walter Company, Chicago, 1910, by a man who admired Roosevelt. 

for hie sterling .Americanism and his steadfast belief that he waa 

carving a destiny for himself and the people. 

contemporaries of Mr. Roosevelt's early political career 

have rewritten laudatory, uncritical accounts of those days and 

most or these books are not annotated, although the7 do aometimei 

contain apeechea and messages and letters. ·Ke7era, Robert c., 
Theodore Roosevelt, Patriot ~ Statesman; ~ ~ ~ory ~ !E 
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Ideal American; Youngest President!!.~ United States; !.2!!.!• 

plete Account .2! !!!!. .Ancestry, .!!!!!!! Trainina, Education, College 

ill!• Political Career A! Member .2f !!! ~ State Assembly, .Q!

vil Service Commissioner, Police Commiaaioner .2f New .!2!:! City, 

Aaaii.,tant Secreta!:,l E.!_ .!!!li Governor E!. !.!! !2!:!, Vioe-Pres1den1 

~ ~ident of.!£!. United !tates; .!!!,! Military Oareer-~ganiza· 

~ E!, ~ Famous Rough Riders; !!! Spanish!!! Re·cord; ..!!!.! Li

terary Work; P. w. Ziegler & Company, Philadelphia, 1904, (many 

ot Rooaevelt'a.apeetbea and messages quoted); Hanford, Thomas, 

The g.f! ~ Saying! of Theodore Roosevelt, the Twenty sixth Pre.; 

sident of the United States; ll. A. :Donohue & Company, 1903, Hal

atead, Murat, The Life Of Theodore Roosevelt, Twenty-fifth Pre-- -- -- . 

sident of the United States, The Saalfield Publishing Company, 

Chicago, and New York; Cotton, Edward H., Theodore Roosevelt, 

.!!!.! American, The Beacon Press, Ino. Boston, 1926; Gillman,Brad

ley, ~oosevelt, the Happy Warrior, Little, Brown & Co., 1921; 

Clemens, Will ll., Theodore Roosevelt, .'£!!.! American, Tennyson 

Neely, Publisher, London and New York, 1899; the writer sees in 

Rooa:evelt the maker of Good Government, the man of truth, of 

courage, of earnestness. 

Two tributes to Mr. Roosevelt are: Hard, William, Theodore 

Roosevelt,! Tribute, Tbos. Bird Marker, Portland, Maine, 1919; 

and Auerbach, "'Joaeph s.,, Theodore Roosevelt, .!.!! Appreciation, 

Longsman, Green & Company, Hew York and London, 1923; an address 

at the annual dinner of the Nassau Company Republican Club, 
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October 27, 1922, the author of which said, "Let me not consider 

m7se1r a Democrat among Republicans, but a neighbor among neigh

bors", and who bad a good many words to aa1 tor Mr. Roosevelt. 

Lodge, Henr1 Cabot, Theodore Roosevelt, Houghton Mifflin 

Company, Boston and New York, 1919, a brief biography written af • 

ter the death of Mr. Roosevelt, very little said about the year 

of 1912. 

Tumulty, Joseph P., Woodrow Wilson as I Know Him, Garden -----
City Publishing -Company, Garden City, N.Y., 1921, a very interes" 

ting biographJ bya contemporary and close a11ociate; in fact his 

secretary, very enlightening on the period in which I was inter

ested. Kerney, James, The Political Education _2! Woodrow Wileon 

century Publishing Company, N.Y. and London, 1926, by the editor 

a,nd publisher of the Trenton Evening Times, a contemporary and 

close acquaintance; a good book. ·- I 

Lawrence,· David, The~ Stor 

.2.f Woodrow Wilson, George H. Doran Company, N.Y., 1924, first 

hand information based upon personal inquiry and observation. 

White, William Allen, Woodrow Wilson, the Man, His Times and His - -- -----.--
Task, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, 1914. Hos

ford, Healer E., Woodrow Wilson, His Oare!_!:, !!!.! Statesmanahi;e, 

and His Public Policies, G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and Lon-._,_ .... 
don, 1912, no footnoting but a bibliography. An ardent admirer 

ot Wilson, very favorable to him. Dodd, William E., Woodrow Wil 

-son and Hia Work, Doubleday, Page & Company, Garden City, New ----
York, 1927; good. Baker, Ray Stanhard, Woodrow lli!.2!! !!.!!! ~ 
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Letters, in 5 volumes, Vols. II and III, Doubleday Page & Compa

ny, New York, 1927, contains a vast amount of source material, 

speeches and letters. Daniels, Josephus, The Life of Woodrow -------
Wilson, 1856-1924, The John C. Wini.ton Co., Chicago, Philedel-- -
phis, Toronto, 1924; very simple, not annotated, no bibliography 

Winkler, John K., Woodrow Wilson, The.!!.!! .!h2 Lives ..Q!, The Van 

Guard Press, New York, 1933; complimentary, no bibliography or 

footnotes. Mccombs, William F., Making Woodrow Wilson President 

Fairview Publishing Company, New York, 1921; a very personal ac

count of the campaign, a very uncomplimentary view of the sub

ject whom he considers very selfish and ambitious. 

MISCELLANEOUS WORKS 

Alexander, De Alva Stanwood, Four Famous !!! Yorkers, 1!:!!, 

Political Careers or Clevela!!!!, Platt, Hill and Roosevelt (v. 4 

or ~ Political History or the State of .!!.! Yg!:! 1892-1905 in 4 
~-

vols.), Henry Holt & Company, New York, 1923; no material perti-

nent to this paper but helpful as background material. 

Bradford, Gamaliel, The Quick~!!!!, Dead, Houghton, Mif

flin Company, Boston and New York, 1931; an interesting chapter., 

"The Fury of Living", on Theodore Roosevelt; quite complimentary 

an annotated work. Also an interesting chapter on Woodrow Wil

son. Muzzy, David Saville, The American Adven~ Fr2.! the Oiv

.!! !!!' in 2 volumes, Harper and Brothers, New York and London, 

1927, several chapters in Volume II, 375-535, devoted to"Rooae

velt and the Progressive Movement". Rhodes, James Ford, The 
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~cKinlel and Roosevelt Administration, 1897-1909, The Macmillan 

Oompan1, 1922; some valuable material, quite in favor or Roose-

velt. 

Bassett, John Spencer, Expansion and Reform 1889-1926, (Vol 

IV of Epochs of American Hi•tory in 4 volumes, edited by Albert 

Bushnell Hart), Longmans, Green & Company, New York, London, To

ronto, 1929. Ogg, Natio!!!,! Progress, 1907-1917 (Vol. XXVII, of 

. .!!!!! American Nation; ~ History, edited by Albert Bushnell Hart 

in 28 volumea),Harper Brothers, New York and London, 1918, chap

ters 9, 10, 11 give a very good idea of the changing times and 

of the attitudes of Roosevelt, Wilson and Taft to the changes. 

Bigelow, Poultney, Seventy Summers, in 2 vol~ea, (Vol. I, 

272 ff., Vol. II, very little) Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 

1925; a very critical, opinionated account, rather picturesquely 

written, a contemporary and one time friend of Roosevelt, not 

much claim or accuracy. 

Kohlsaat, H. H., From McKinley to Harding, Personal Recol

lections of Our Presidents, Charles Scribner's Sona, New York - --
and London, 1923; quite critical or Roosevelt, not much on Wil-

son. 

Hollis, Christopher, lh.!. American _!!!resy, Sheed and Ward, 

London, 1927, p. 247, chapters on Wilson, satirical to a certain 

degree, of no special value. Beck, James Montgomery, lh.!.!!!.!

ing of the New Freedom, George H. Doran Company, New York, 1920; 

really an account of the Peace Conference, but a few ideas given 
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on the meaning of the New Freedom. 

Hobhouse, L. T., Liberalism, Henry Holt & Company, New York 

n.d. good bao~ground material. 

GENERAL HISTORIES 

Beard, Charles A. and Mary R., ~ Rise of ~ioan Civili· 

zation, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1930; furnished interes 

ting mater18,li many pages devoted to this era, critical and sa

tirical. Shippee, Lester Burrell, Recent American Hiatory, The 

Macmillan company, New York, 1931; gives a clear, dignified ac

count of the period. Paxson, Frederic, L., Reoent History .2.f 
the United States, Houghton, Mifflin Company, New York and Chi-

oago, 1929. Barvorth, Paul L, The United States in Our Own Time - --------
Charles A. Scribner'a Sons, New York and Chicago, 1935. Fite, 

Emerson Davia, 1h.! History .2! !E! United Still,!, Henry Holt and 

company, New York, 1919, used for facts on political parties. 
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