
 1 

CIVILIAN EVACUATION TO 
DEVON IN THE SECOND 

WORLD WAR 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Susan Jane Hess, to the University of Exeter as a  
 
thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in History,  
 
July 2006. 
 
 
This thesis is available for Library use on the understanding that it 
 
is copyright material and that no quotation from the thesis may be  
 
published without proper acknowledgement. 
 
 
I certify that all material in this thesis which is not my own work  
 
has been identified and that no material has previously been  
 
submitted and approved for the award of a degree by this or any 
 
other University. 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………….  

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Open Research Exeter

https://core.ac.uk/display/12826922?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


 
 

2 

                    ABSTRACT 
 
 
Extensive sources have been reviewed and analysed to piece together for the first time a detailed 

academic study of civilian evacuation to Devon1 viewed against the national backdrop.  The 

primary focus of this thesis is the large number of unaccompanied children who were officially 

evacuated to the County under the auspices of the Government Evacuation Scheme during the 

Second World War.  However, Chapter Six discusses the evacuation of mothers and accompanying 

children, unofficial (private) evacuees and private school parties.  The majority of evacuated 

children arriving in Devon originated from the London area and southeastern counties.  In addition 

large numbers of children were also evacuated to the County from Bristol and within the County 

from Plymouth (Devon) during 1941 and briefly from Exeter in May 1942.  Each of the three 

national evacuation waves is considered individually throughout the text as they are quite distinct in 

complexion, a fact frequently ignored in generalised accounts which tend to focus on reaction to the 

initial wave.   

 

This thesis argues that: 

                     1. lack of regional and local research has resulted in evacuation largely being viewed in generalised 

and stereotypical terms without due regard for the socioeconomic and geopolitical variance between 

those areas involved or the particular localised features of the evacuation process 

                     2. the acclimatisation of evacuated children was particularly successful in Devon and drift back less 

than the national average 

                     3. local evidence supports the argument that contemporary national reports of impoverished, dirty 

and ill mannered evacuees were frequently exaggerated 

                     4. evacuation was central in accelerating postwar reform in areas of education, child care and welfare  

                                                
1 Maps of Devon can be found in Appendix 1 (Philips’ New Map of Devon 1938 kindly provided by Dr R. 
Watts) and Appendix 2 (Map of Devon Parishes taken from M.R. Ravenhill and M.Rowe, ed. Devon Maps 
and Map-Makers: Manuscript Maps before 1840, Volume 1 (Devon and Cornwall Record Society 2002) 
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The civilian evacuation during World War Two was a remarkable event in the history of modern 

Britain.  Interest in the subject has recently increased but there is enormous scope and need for 

further research both to broaden our understanding of the nature and impact of evacuation and to 

test entrenched views.  The over-arching aim of this thesis is to contribute to this exploration. 
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