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ABSTRACT

The problem under consideration in this study is a
descriptive one which presents the extent of placeument
turnover in the adolescent population of wards in the care
of the Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society for the County
of Essex.

The hypothesis is; The age at which a chilld is made a
ward of the Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society for the
County of Essex, has a significant affect upon the stability
of his placement, |

The population from which the sample was selected is
that of the Homan Catholic Children's Ald Society for the
County of Essex. At the time of data compllation there were
three hundred and eleven children in the care of this agency
of which ninety-seven were between the ages of twelve and
eighteen,

The sample of one hundred cases, including an experi-~
mental group and a control group were selected from the
"#onthly Statistical Report of the Children in Care". Each
of these groups were composed of twenty-five males and
twenty~-five females., Those children who made up the experi-
mental group were all children who were over the age of

twelve at the time of admission to care., Those children

who made up the control group were all children who were
under the age of twelve at the time of admission to care.

111
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iv

A check list was used to gather the data. The re-
searcher used only face sheet data, in order to avoid sub-
jective judgements, and recorded the age at placement and
replacement.

The experimental group data and control group data
were reviewed under the following headings; the number of
replacements during the first two years in care; the number
of replacements during the adolescent years; the number of
replacements per year during the adolescent years; and the
number of replacements per year by age at the time of ward-
ship. This was followed by & comparison of the experimental
and control group data, under the same headings.

The findings of this study were; that there ig less
danger of multiple replacements, during the first two years
in care, for the child who is admitted to care prior to his
adolescence, than for the child admitted during adolescence.
This appears to confirm Parker's results, that as the ad-
rission age increases so does the frequency of replacements.

Secondly, that children who become wards in their
adolescent years are in nearly twice the danger of under-
going replacement during the adolescent years, than child-
ren who were made wards before their twelfth birthday.

Thirdly, that the child who is an adolescent at the
time of wardship, can expect replacement approximately once
each year, while he‘is in care, whereas, the child who is
younger than twelve at the time of wardship, can expect re-

placement approximately once every three years, during his

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



adolescent years.,

Fourthly, that the child who is an adolescent at the
time of wardship faces greater likelihood of suffering from
emotional disturbance.

The hypothesis is confirmed, by the weight of this
data, that the age at which a child is made a ward of the
Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society for the County of
Essex, has a significant affect upon the stability of his

placement,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1, Nature of Problem

The Roman Catholic Children's Aid Soclety for the
County of Essex 1is legally responsible1 to provide the best
possible care and living arrangement for the children in its
care, They have in their effort to provide this service,
been confronted with the problem of high turnover rates in
placements. Especially problematic are those children who
are made wards after thelr twelfth birthday.

The problem under consideration in this study is a
descriptive one which will attempt to discover the extent
of placement turnover in this adolescent group. In addi-
tioh, the descriptive data will be used to determine the
effect of a child's age, at the time of wardship, on the
stability of his placement.

This study takes on increased importance when we
link it to the fact that separation itself produces irre-
versible damage.2 This damage is compounded when multiple

separations occur. "The end result of frequent replacement

1Ontario, Committee of the Whole House, Department
of Social and Family Services, The Child Welfare Act, 1965,
Toronto.

ZE. Lawder, "Can Long-time Care Be Unfrozen?",
Child Welfare, (April, 1961), pp. €-9.

1
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2
is the typical, agency created psychopath whose fear of close-
ness is so great that he can tolerate only shallow and super-
fic1al relationships".”

This reéearch will be of specific value to the Roman
Catholic Children's Ald Society for the County of Essex, in
enabling them to assess the likelihood of its being able to
meet the needs of the child prior to the child coming into
care and in re-examining its services to teenagers, keeping
in mind that there may be acceptable alternatives to their
present vlacement practise.

The results of this research will pertain only to
this agency specifically, but with the understanding that
since Children's Aid Societies in Ontario all operate under
the Chlld Welfare Act and are presunmably administered simi-

larly, it may well have wider implications.

The Adolescent

The adolescent in care is a primary treatment and
placement problem, His difficulties do not end when he 1is
admitted to care, but‘rather they become more complex.
Normal adolescent problems combine themselves with the major
tasks of coping with the problems of separation and place-
nent. "The pressures from physical, psychological, and
soclal changes are of such intensity that the adaptive cap-

aclity of the individual is strained to the point of relative

3N. Littner, Some Traumatic Effects of Separation and
Placement, (MNew York: Child Welfare League of America, Inc.,

1967) » e 25.
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1nadequacy."u

This time of adolescence‘is a period filled with con-
tradictions. The adolescent vacillates between the push to-
ward independehce and the wish to remain dependent. He
strives to develop a "relationship which permits him to
master two maturational tasks, the achievement of self-

5

responsibility and the achievement of genuine independence.”
The need to establish a place for himself outside the family
is accomplished, in part, through establishing relation-
ships with hls peers. The result is a shift in his ties
to the family. "While he is sevarating himself from his
family he must also find new ways of being connected with
it. He needs to view what is happening as the development
of new separateness from, not separation from, his family.“6
When the adolescent is separated from his parents
through wardship, he has partislly achleved his desire to
gain self-responsibility and independence. On one hand he
feels a satigfaction for achieving these goals, on the other
hand he 1s filled with the anxlety of separation with all
1ts implications., This is a critical time for the adoles-
cent. It is a time when he should be clinging to the satis-

faction of childhood dependency, while pulling towards adult-

ulrene ¥. Josselyn, The Adolescent and His World (New

York: Famlly Service Association of America, 1952), p. 120.

5Casebook on Family Treatment Involving Adolescents
(New York: Family Service Association of America, 1967), p. 4.

61vid., p. 5.
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hood. 1Instead, the adolescent ward must cope with the feel~
ings of rejection, fear of the unknown, of helplessness and
anger. |

vPlacement, therefore, complicates the adolescent's
life. New parents means new values, new expectations, new
rules, new relationships, and new dependency. At thls time
when the adolescent by nature should be striving for inde~
pendence he 1s faced with the prospect of having to adjust
to new relationships and dependency. While placement at
any time will be difficult, for the adolescent it will be
more difficult.

The major thesls presented hére is that the age at
which children are nmade wards has a significant affect
upon the stability of placement.‘ In this study the concern
is with the adolescent who is admitted to care, and the
effect his age has on his ability to remain in a foster

hone.

Separation and Placement

Various children react differently to separation from
their'parents. Factors such as age, relationships, life
experiences and the child's abllity to understand what is
happening, alter the feelings produced.

No matter what the reason for separation, a child ex-
periences eilther consciously or unconsciously, a feeling of
abandonment containing elements of loss, rejection, humilia-
tion, insignificance, and worthelessness. He ig overcome

with a feeling of helplessness, of lack of control over what
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is happening to him.7

The serlousness of sepafation and placement is gener-
ally accepted by the social work profession., Ner Littner
Asuggests that; when we try to pin-point the meaning of separa-
tion and placement to a child, we recognize that we have
faced him suddenly with a serles of psychological tasks.
"These tasks result from the various painful and unaccep-
table feellngs which the child has as a result of the
separation."8

The first task that the child encounters 1s that of
mastering the feelings aroused by the separation; these
include feelings of abandonment, of helplessness and of
anger, a fear of desertion by or death of his parents, and
a fear of body mutilation or of his own death.9

In dealing with these feelings and fears, the child's
behaviour expresses his attempts to prevent separation from
his parents, "to express his angry feelings, control his
feelings of helplessness, and fend off or control the an-~

ticipated punishment."lo

~ Many of these feelings are repressed by the chilid,

7see N. Littner, Some Traumatic Effects of Separa-
tion and Placement (New York: Child Welfare League of
America, Inc., 1G67).

8Ibid., p. 7.
9Ibid., p. 10.

101114,
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however, "the universal response to separation is anxiety."ll

In young children, the anxiety is most obvious in tension
states; (l.e. enuresis or withdrawal and so on.) In the
older child, the anxiety is frequently evidenced in the form
of an emotional reaction;l2 (1.e. aggressiveness or running
from foster home, and so on.)

The second task that the child encounters is the
feeling about being placed with substitute parents. He
comes to his new family, fearing rejection, disinterest
and punishment, In an attempt to prevent these reactions
the child tries to elicit a reaction that implies interest
and acceptance; (i.e. any reaction different from the one
he anticipates).13 |

The child's behaviour allows him to express his feeli-
ings and needs, "whether they are ﬁishes for love, to re-
tain his own parents or to’express his ahgry feelings."lq
At the same time, this behavliour reassures "him about the
feared consequences of these feelings--whether by prevent-

ing rejection, relieving gullt or shame, or by controlling

1lp, Benedek, "Toward the Biology of Depressive Con-
stellation," as cited in J. Bowlby, Separation Anxiety: A
Critical Review of the ILilterature (New York: Child welfare
Ieague of America, lnc., 1962), p. 263,

124, Littner, op. cit.
131b1d., p. 15.

141bid., p. 16.
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and warding off expected punishment or retaliation."15

The third task is that of resolving an oversensitivity
to, or fear of'any experience that implies a threat of separa-
tion and replaéement from this new family.

"Whatever the precivitating situvation, the child will
react to it with a fear of rejection by his new parents and
therefore stirring up of his old separation feellngs and

w16 reactivate the

fears. The resulting anxiety will then
‘0ld system of overcomihg these feelings.,

This fear of replacement and rejection 1ls legitimate
when "turnover rates as high as 30%-40% a year in foster
homes are common throughout Canada.' Children moved 5, 10
and 15 times by age 16 are not exceptional."l7

Trasier, egtimates that over half of foster home break-
downs are caused‘by emotional disturbances resulting from

18 1,

previous rejections. Elsenberg's investigation also

links multiple placement with malaGJUStment.lg

15N. Littner, op. cit., p. 16.

61p14., p. 12.

, 17p, 1. Steinhauer, "Crisis in Foster Care," Ontario
Association of Children's Aid Societies Journal, (November,
1970§y Pe 9

'18G. Trasler, A Study of Success and Failure of Foster
Home Placements; PhD Thesis University of ILondon, 1955,

19L. Fisenbert, "If not now, when?", American Journal
of Orthopsychiatry, ¥XXII, No. 5, pp. 781-791.
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Chambers and Willlams each studied children with mul-
tiple placements. Chambers founé that children who had been
in several foster homes, had a significantly poorer under-
sﬁanding of the concept of time than a control group of the
sane intelligence.zo

Williams found a similar group to have a significanﬁly
lower verbal intelligence than their performance scores, and
their responses to projective tests expressive of emotional
1mpoverishment.2l

"The association of fostering breakdown with malad-
justment, therefore, is not in any doubt".22 Trasler has
made "clear how each rejection by foster parents intensifies

‘the difficulties“.23

The unrealistic question remains how-
ever; which came flirst the repeated placements or the emo-
tional disturbance?

The fourth task is that of "learning how to accept

his wish to be close to his new parents--~-how to come to

peace with the anticipation of rejection by them and the

20J. Chambers, "katernal Deprivation and the Concept
of Time in Children," as cited in R. Dinnage, Foster Home
Care Facts and Fallacies, a review of Hesearch in the United
States, Western Zurope, Israel and Great Britain between 1943
and 1966, The National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care,
Longmans, 1967.

213. Dinnage and M. L. Zellmer, Foster Home Care?-
Facts and Fallacies (Great Britaln: E. F. Arnold and Sons
Ltd., 1667).

227bid., p. 7.

231p14,
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9
assocliated separation--induce painful feelings and fears

1
about his own parents."2P

Prior to separation there may
have been seribus problems around closeness existing between
the child and his own parents, "these difficulties along
with the o0ld methods of handling them will be unrealistically
displaced onto the new parents."25
’Children who have suffered rejection lack-security in

their relationships with others. This problem ls compounded
with multiple rejectidns. The child nay withdraw from all
but the most superficial relationships; he achleves security
only when his fear has subsided and his trust has streng-
thened, |

The traumatic experience of rejection causes lasting
damage to the child's subjective security in interpersonal
relationships. For the child in care, close contact with
others provokes anxziety, "consequently he avdids them; he
becomes an igolated, lonely 1nd1vidual"26 who cannot bear
to commit himself to a reciprocal relationship with another.

If the child is able to master these four psycholog-
gical tasks, and if he is able to avoid multiple replace-
menté, he can probably survive separation and placement re-
latively unscathed. If however, he 1s unable to master the

feelings but rather represses them, the result will be a

24Littner, op. cit., p. 13.

251114,

266. Trasler, In Place of Parents, A Study of Foster
Care (New York: The Humanities Press, 1965), p. 240,
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pdtential for personality scars.

These personality scars can take many forms: Littner,
for example, enumerates some of the different types‘of
personality scars that may result. "As long as the child's
separation feelings, particularly those of anger, remain
repressed, he will continuve to unconsciously expect rejec-
tion by anyone he allows himself to 1ove“.27 Cn one hand,
the child will "need to maintain an emotional distance from
people."28 Cn the other hand, "he will have no conscious
awareness that he continually expects rejection. There-
fore, he will be unable to learn from new experiences that
one can love and be close without being rejected."29 Un-
consciously he will continuve to "expect that all future
close relationships will be doomed to the same fate as the
tragic one he experienced with his parents."Bo "A second
consequence of the child's need to repress some of his sep-
aration feelings, 1s the creation of an unconscious fear of
emotlional closeness to people."31 The basic problem of
children being placed in fosﬁer homes is that of fearing
to love or be loved. This involvement draws out the uncon-
scious expectation that he will continue to e rejected.

The child finds 1t difficult to face "the associated

271.1ttner, ov. cit., p. 20.

281p14.
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angry feelings which orlglnally were directed towards his
own parents but which later were displaced on to the per-
sons he wished to be close to."32

A third consequence may be the éreation of a tendency
to provoke rejection, The placed child not only continues
to anticlipate rejection, but, "he has within him an uncon-
scious need to get himself rejected--to actually bring about
the very fate that he fears most."33 While the child is
attempting to cope with the anticipated rejection, "he may
attenpt to reproduce in his new home the exadt attitudes
and circumstances that he experienced in his old one."B”

The literature indicates that separation and placenment
does have a detrimental effect on the child., Its serious-
ness canﬁot be overemphasized when the result of such mul-
tiple placements is an individual who is seriously handi-
capped and who is unable to establish constructive, mean-
ingful relationships with other people, who becomes the
agency created psychopath. The literature is quite clear
that the deprived child, the child who has suffered fre-
quent separation, multiple placement, or both, 1ls prevented
by repression, from full expression of his impulses and
feelings. Consequently, his emotional flexibility is re

duced and he is unable to function at a full physical, in-

32Littner, op. cit., p. 20.
331v1d., p. 22-3.
341p14,
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tellectual or emotional capaclity.

2. Delinquency

"Adolescence encompasses an extensive period of accel-
erated physical and psychoclogical growth."35 It is a tine
of identity crisis, a time when the individual is by hature
seeking independence; sexual identity; a set of values; a
separateness from his family. It is a time when normal
adolescent rebeliiousness creates conflict with parents,
and authorities. Problems of dating, clothing, hours,
length of hair, and so on keep the adolescent's family in
"a sgtate of crisis".36 |

By far the majority of families and adolescents
weather this crisis, however, "children who have exper-
ienced poor identification and adequate emotional relatlion-

37

ships with their parents early in their lives", often
turn to delinquent activity.

In Ontario, there is an upward trend in delinguency
rates. This trend poses a problem to correctlional author-

ities and also to those agencies which have a legal re-

sponsibility to protect children, under the Child Welfare

Act,38 (1.e. Roman Catholic Children's Aid Soclety For The

County of Essex.)

35Josselyn, op. cit., p. 5
36

Casebook on Family Treatment Iavolving Adolescents,
op. cit., p. 4,

37Report of the Ontario legislature's Select Committee
on Youth, (Zingston, (ntario: Hanson & Edgar, Ltd., 1967).

3%The Child Welfare Act, 1965, op. cit.
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TABLE 1

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN ONTARIO
1962, 1963 and 196l

- 1962 T 1963 T 198)

Age Male Female Male Female Male Female
15 2072 387 2279 1438 2h2l U7
14 1650 328 1691 318 1805 341
13 1020 S aslh 1119 191 1337 220
12 701 89 769 80 928 100
11 L8l 22 581 3l 620 L5

Total | 5927 980 61169 1061 7114 1153

As 1llustrated in the preceding t&blé, there has been
an increase in the incidence of Juvenlle Delinquency among -
males from 5927 in 1962, to 711l in 1964, or a 20% in-
crease in three years.39 During the same period there
was a 17.6% increase in the incidence of Juvenile Delin=-
quency among females, There has been a mean increase in
the incldence of Juvenile Delinquency among males of
6.66% per year, and a 5.86% per year among females, during
these years, The population of Ontario on the other hand,
inereased only 2% from 1962 to 1963 and only 2 h7 from
1963 to 196,10

39Report of the Ontario Leglalature's Select Commlttes
on Youth, op. clt., p. 10,

uOBased on the 1962, 1963, 196l Dominlion Bureau of
Statistics estimates,
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In Windsor, the Incidence of juveniles charged with
delinquency increased by 50,05% between 1968 to 1970,
During the same period, there was an increase of 66,56%
in youths charged with delinquency.ul At the same time
there was an increase in population of only 1.8%. Of
those charged, 10.9% of the juveniles were made wards of
one of the two Windsor Childrents Ald Societies in 197O.u2

It is evident then that there i1s a real increase in
the incidence of Juvenile Delinquency., On the other hand,
a recent study of correctional services in Windsor, as an
example, concludes that, "there appears to be an urgent
and well recognized need for some special housing facll-
ities for youth and young offenders in Windsor and a:c'ea."LL3

It can legltimately be concluded from these two
studles that while delinquency rates are increasing, fac-
ilities to meet this increase are not being provided, at
1éast in the Windsor area,

It is not surprising then to find that care of the
adolescent 1s more difficult, when by nature he is strug-
gling to attain independence, in an environment in which

delinquency 1s increasing, and the supply of facilities

41lpased on material for the 1970 Annuel Report of
City of Windsor Police Department,

h21y54,

u3B. Je Kroeker, Correctional Services in Windsor and
Area, (Windsor: University of Windsor, 1970), p. 7.
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are not keeping pace.

3. Related Research’

There 1is é serious lack of research on ward care, in
Canada. The consultant for Famlly and Child Welfare in the
Department of National Health and Welfare, recently stated
that, "little has been done (in ward care) despite the very
great importance of arriving at a better understanding of
the effectiveness of current practice in the placement of
children."uu

Not only has there been little done in the past, but
also there is a great dearth of research currently under-
way. To the best of our knowledge, only one such project
is now in vrocess. This study, "The Decision to Separate

k5

Children from their Natural Parents"” is belng carried out
by the Family and Children's Services of London, Ontario.
It is attempting to identify the pre-care factors which
are related to in-care progress. The age factor 1s being

- considered as one variable in this multi-variable study.

. \ L6
A review of research on foster home care in the

uqln a letter to the Director of Social Research and
Planning, Department of Fublic Welfare, Halifax, N.S.,
March 18, 1969,

45Pa1mer gt al., The Decision to Separate Children
from Their Natural Parents (London, Ontario: Application
for Research Grant, June 1970).

uéDinnage and Kellmer, ov. cit.

o m—————
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United States, Western Europe, Israel and Great Britain be-
tween 1948 and 1966 reveals that, there have been no studies
dealing specifically with the adolescent who is admitted to
care, In spite of what appear to be high turnover rates,
for this age group, the adolescent has been touched upon
only incidentally in exlsting research,

Some studles have however, been done which demonstrate
the effect of age on placement stability. Of these studies,
Walter J. Ambinder? in the United States found, that the
average thirteen year o0ld had between four and five differ-
ent placements and concluded from his research that chil-
dren placed at an early age had a much better chance of
adapting to a stable foster home than older children,

Healy and Bronner also of the United States, found
that "considering all types of cases and placings there is
an advantage in accepting younger children for placemer:ﬁc."LL8
His study indicates that there is a falling off of success
with advancing years,

Two of these studies were carried out in thé 19201ts
and had similar results. Theist? found that 81% of
the'children placed while under five years of age had
no subsequent change of foster home, while only 8% of

children placed after flve years of age had no change

u7R. A, Parker, Decision in Child Care (London: George
Allen & Unwin Ltd, Ruskin House, 1966},

U81p14,

W91y14,
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in placement, She also found that the children placed before
age five made a much better adjustment in their adult 1life,
Similarly in, "A Study of Problem Children in Fostef Faml -
11es"50 carried out by the Judge Baker Foundation in the
United States found that, "there is an advantage in accept-
ing younger children for placement--(as)--there appears to
be a falling off in success with advancing years."sl It
also concluded that the period of highest failure (requiring
removal from foster home) was between the ages of thirteen
and eighteen,

Trasler, in Great Britain, found that 69% of chil-
dren placed before the age of four were successful,
while for those of age four and over the rate of success
was only uo%.sz

Baylor and Monachesi, also in Great Brltain, found a
decline in the rate of favorable responses to foster care
for children over age eight, They concluded that "the fac-
tor of age seems to play an important part in the entire
foster home process; and in general 1t may be said that the -
older the child 1s before coming to the attention of the
agencies the more dlfficult his adjustment becomes,"3

SOW. Healy, et al., Reconstructing Behavior in Youth,
(New York: Alfred A, Knopf Publishing Co., 1931), p. 249.

51l1bid,
52Parker, op. cit,
531b1d., p. L.
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An important research condupted by R. H. Parkersu (see
table below) in Great Britain, studied success and failure
rates of foster home placements, in relation to age at time
of placement., The results of this study are shown in the

following table:

TABLE 2

CHILD'S AGE AT PLACEMENT AND HATE COF SUCCESS
AND FAILURE BY PERCENTAGE

Child's Age at Placement Success Failure
Under 1 yTe o o o o o« » o 77 23
lunder 2 v ¢ 4 o v e s o0 0 62 38
2 0ndeT 3 4 4 e o s e e o 65 . 35
FJunder & v v 4 0 e 0 e b 56 ' Ll
b under 5 « o « ¢ o o s . 50 ' 50
5 Under 7 . e e e e e e e . 3 66
7 under 9 ¢ o 6 e e 6 e e s 52 48
9 under 11 vov o v v v 4 . 17 53
11 and OVEr .+ v « « « « & & /23 77

This study reveals that placements made while the child
was under the age of one year had a little better than a
three to one chance of "success", while children over eleven

years of age had a little better than a three to one chance

S¥parier, op. cit., (Parker's study dealt with the
whole area of foster care. His findings were related to

83 items of information about the child and 33 about the
foster parents.)
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of "fallure". He also concludes that there is "diminishing
chance of successful foster care as the age of the c¢hild in-
creases."55

| A revieﬁ of the research literature provides ample
evidence that age has a significant effect upon the stabil-
ity of placement. However, while the adolescent has been
ldentified as a primary treatment and placement problem,
little has been done to discbver the extent of placement

turnover in this adolescent group.

55Parker, op. cit., p. 43,

ot —
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CHAPTER IIT

RESEARCH DESIGN

Hypnothesis

THE AGE AT WHICH A CHILD IS MADE A WARD CF THE RCMAN CATHOLIC
CHILDREN'S AID SCCIETY FOR THE COUNTY COF ESSEX, HAS A SIGNI~
FICANT AFFECT UPCN THE STABILITY OF HIS PLACEMENT.

Working Definitions

Ward means, a chlld that has been committed to the
care and custody of the Roman Catholic Children's Aid
Soclety for the County of Lssex.

Placement is used as a noun in this study. It refers
to any real change of living arrangement, therefore 1t
excludes runaways, visits, trips, camps and any of the nor-
mal day-to-day living arrangements which we experience in
this mobile soclety.

Stabllity means no replacements. (Replacement is

used here to mean a change of placement.)

Population

The Roman Catholic Children's Aid Soclety for the
County of Essex was selected for this study becéuse it is
typical of many of the Children's Ald Societies in COntario,
At the time of data qompilation, this agency had in its'
care and custody three hundredrénd eleven children, Of
these, twenty-seven had been admitted to care after their

20
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twelfth birthday. The total adolescent population of this

agency was ninety-seven.

Experimental Group

This researcher used the total population, twenty-
seven cases, that had been admitted to care after their
" twelfth birthday. He then expanded the sample to fifty
casesvwof which twenty-five were males and twenty-five were
females., The decision %o expénd the sample was based on the .
fact that only a small number of children had been admitted
to care after thelr twelfth birthday, and limited to fifty
cases because of the great deal of time involved. An equal
nunber of males and females were selected in order to de-
termine if sex was a factor ih the high turnover rates in
placements. |
An experimental group of fifty cases, including
twenty-five females and twenty-five males who had been in
thé care of the Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society, for
a minimum time limit of one year, and who had been adnmitted
after their twelfth birthdsay, waé selected from the "Monthly
Statistical Report of the Children in Care."56
Each teenager who fit into this category was selected,
and as many of the monthly reports were’used as necessary,
going back month by month, until a sample was éollected. |

The first report used was that of June 1970, 1In ordér to

obtain the female sample quota the reports from April 1970

56published monthly by the Roman Catholic Children's
Ald Society for agency use.
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to June 1970 were required. To obtain the male sample quota,
a much 1ongér period of time was required. The reports from
June 1969 to June 1970 were required for this quota. It was
neéessary to check each recorded teenager's master file card
to determine at what age the child was admitted to care.
Each child who met the age requirement and the time in care
requirement was selected. Excluded from the sample were all
children who were, at the time of sample qompilation, placed
1h Ontario Hospitals. These children were excluded because
their placements are in permanent, institutional care,
facilities, and therefore, are not subject to the same

placement criteria, as the normal adolescent ward.

Control Group

In order to provide a population with which to com-
pare the experimental grouv, a control group of fifty cases,
including twénty-five females and twenty-five males who had
been in the care of the same agency prior to their eleventh
birthday, and who, at the time of sample conpilation, were
between the ages of thirteen and elighteen, were also sel-
ected from the "Monthly Statistical Report of the Children
in Care" for the month of June 1970. These cases were
selected in the order in which they appeared until the
quota was filled., Also excluded from this group were all
wards in Ontario Hospitals, at the time of this study.

The decision to limit the experimental and control
groups to a total of one hundred cases was based on both

the researchers' limited time and resources to complete
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“the study as well as on the difficulty of locating a greater

number of cases.

Daté Collection

Initially, the researcher had planned to differentiate
between the types of placements that each child had been
exposed to. With this in mind a check list was constructed,
which enabled the recording of the type of placement, (i.e.
group home, foster home, detention home, Jail and so on)
and the number of run aways from the particular living
facllity. This check list was eliminated on the basis
that separation and placement itself produces feelings of
abandonment, rejection, humiliation, insignificance and
worthlessnegs, therefore it would be virtually impossible
to determine the degree of the affect each type of place-
ment had on the child. It was decided then that each place-
ment would carry equal weight. A new check list was con-
structed, which enabled the recording of the age at place-
ment and replacement. (See Appendix) The researcher de-
cided to use only face sheet data, in order to avoid sub-
Jective judgements, and to insure that the information would
be avallable for each case selected for study.

Excluded from the data are initial placements, which
generally consisted of placement at the St. Joseph's lanor
Recelving Home for a short time, and then placement in a
foster home., Also excluded are those placements which were

considered as holidays or visits.
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The data for this research‘was gathered from the master
file cards of the Roman Catholic Children's Ald Society for
the Countylof fEssex which recorded the date of birth, date of
wafdship and the occurrence of placements. Each card was
gtudied carefully to insure that the recording of data was
accurate, OCOccaslionally, to confirm care information, refer-

ence was made to the file content.
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CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION OF DATA

The experimental group data and control group data
will be presented under the following headings; the number
of replacements during the first two years in care; the
number of replacements per year during the adolescent
years; and the number of replacements per year by age at
the time of wardship. This will be followed by a compari-
son of the experimental and control group data, under the

same headings.

Eyperimental Groun

The experimental group was composed éf twenty~five
males and twenty-five females, ranging in age from thir-
teen to eighteen years. |
The Number of Replacements During the
First Two Years in Care

The first two years of each child's wardship in the
experimental group were examined to determine the numbers
of replacements which were made in this period of time.

As depicted in Table 3, 36% of the experimental group
did not have any replacements during their first two years

in care. The remainder of the experimental group, 64%, had

between one and six or more replacements during this two

25
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year period. Some 20% of the total experimental group had
one replacement, 12% had two repiacements, 14% had three
replacements, 4% had four replacements, 6% had five replace-
ménts, and 6% had six or more replacements, during their

first two years in care.

TABLE 3

NUMBER CF REPLACEMENTS DURING FIRST TWC YEARS
IN CARE CF THE TOTAL eXPZRIMENTAL GROUP
BY PERCENTAGE

Nurber of Replacements Percentage of
Freguency
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8
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The Number of Replacements During the
Adolescent Years :

The experimental group was next examined in terms of
- the number of replacements for the entire adolescent years
in care. The results of this examinatlion are summarized

in the following table.

TASLE 4

NUMBER CF REPLACENENTS DURING ADCLESCENT YEARS
OF THE EXPERIMENTAL GRCUP, BY PERCENTAGE

Number of Replacements Percentage of
Frequency
20
16
20
8
6
6
24
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Eighty per cent of the experimental group underwent re-
placement during their adolescent years, 16% had one replace-
ment, 20% had two replacements, 8% had three replacements,

6% had four and five replacements respectively, and 24%
had six or more replacements..

The number of children not undergoing any replacements
was only 20%, which is a decrease of 16% from the result in
this category from Table 3, while the number with six or more
replacements increased by 16%.

The Number of Heplacements Per Year
During the Adolescent Years

This group was then examined in tefmé of the mean
number of yearly turnover of placements, by sex, ahd the
age during which these replacements occurred.

As 1illustrated, thevmean nunmber of replacements for
a twelve year old male is 0.25. This figure increases to
1.23 replacements for the thirteen year old male who had
been admitted to care after his twelfth birthday. Similarly
the fourteen year o0ld male will have 1.36 replacements; the
fifteen year old male 1.20% the sixteen year old male 0.86;
and the seventeen year old male 0.75 replacements.

The female experimental group replacements are as
follows: 0.66 at age twelve; 1.33 at age thirteen; 0.71
at age fourteen; 0.87 at fifteen; 1.63 at age sixteen;

1.44 at age seventeen.
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TA3LE 5

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACENENTS PER YEAR
OF THE EXPERIMENTAL GROUP,
BY AGE AND SEX

Mean Number of Replacements
Age at
Replacement
Male Female Total
12 0.25 0.66 0.42
13 1.23 1.33 1.27
14 1.36 0.71 1.09
15 1.20 | 0.87 1.02
16 0.86 | 1.63 1.29
17 0.75 | 1,04 1.23
Total 5,65 6. 60 6.32

The total number of replacements for'the male experi-
mental group during the adolescent period is 5.65, and 6,64
for the female experimentai group. In terms of the mean
nunber of replacements per year during the adolescent years;:
the male experimental group had 0.94 replacements per year,
and the female experimental group had 1,10 replacements per

year. (see Table 16)

The Number of Replacements Per Year by Age
at the Time of Wardship

- The experimental group was also studied in terms of
the frequency of replacements by their ages at the tinme

. of wardship.
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referring to both Tables 6 and 7.

Age Twelve, at Time of Wardship
The number in the female sample,
is insufficlent to enable us to draw any meaningful data.

The male experimental group however,

the researcher will be

shows anh increase in

for this age group,

the number of replacements for each subsequent year in care,

so that by age fourteen, the mean number of replacements per

year has increased from 0.25 to 1.66.

TABLE 6

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR
OF THE MALE EXPERIMENTAL GROUP,
BY AGE AT TIME OF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardship
Age at
Heplacement
12 13 14 15
12 0.25
13 1.50 1.11
14 1.66 1.11 1.57
15 * 1,57 0.83 1.60
16 * 1.50 0.50 1.00
17 - * * % 0.33

*In each of these cases the sample had decreased by
at least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on the

basis of being an insufficlent sample.

Blank space indicates that this age group was not yet

in care.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



30

TABLE 7

MEAN NUNMBER COF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR OF THE
FEMALE EXPERIMENTAL GRCUP, BY AGE
AT TINE OF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardship
Age at
Replacement
12 13 14 15
12 0,66
13 # 2.00
14 * 1.00 0.57
15 #* 1.33 1.00 0.55
16 * 1.20 L.,60 0.22
17 * 0.40 2.80 1.25

¥In each of these cases the sample had decreased by
at least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on the
basls of being an insufficlent sample.

Blank space indicates that this age group was not yet
in care.
Age Thirteen, at Time of Wardship

The male experimental group admitted at age thirteen
remains stable through age fourteen, and then moves up to
1.57 replacements at age fifteen, and then decreases slightly
to 1.50 replacements at age sixteen. The female experimen-
tal group, however, 1s lrregular in its progression, with
two replacements at age thirteen; only one replacement at

age fifteen, and decreasing slightly at age sixteen, and

reaching relative stability during the year prior to dis-
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charge when the age seventeen experimental group has only

0.40 replacements,

Age Fourteen, at Time of Wardship

The male experimental group admitted at age fourteen,
moves with a steady retrogression over a perlod of three
years, from 1,57 replacements at age fourteen to a rela-
tively stable 0.50 replacements at age sixteen. The female
experimental group, on the other hand, moves from a low
rate of 0.57 replacements at age fburteen to a staggering
number of 4,60 replacements at age sixteen, and then de-
creasing, but remaining at a rather unstable 2.80 replace-

ments at age seventeen.

Age Fifteen, at Time of Wardship

The male»experimental group agaln moves with a steady
retrogression from 1.60 replacements at age fifteen to a
stable 0.33 replacements during the year prior to discharge.
The female experimental group, on the other hand, moves
from 0.55 replacenents at age fifteen to a stable 0.22
replacements at age sixteen, and then Jjumping drastically

to 1;25 replacements during the year prior to discharge.

Control Groun

The control group is composed of twenty-five males and
twenty~five females, ranging in age from thirteen to
elghteen years of age. The age at the time of wardship,

for this group varied from age one to age eleven.
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The Number of Replacements During the
First Two Years in Care

Following the same procedure as with the experimental
group, the first two years of each child's wardship in the
control group, were examined to determine the number of re-

placements which were made during this period of time.

TABLE 8

NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS DURING FIRST TWO YEARS
IN CABRE CF THE TOTAL CONTROL GROUP
3Y PERCENTAGE

Number of . Percentage of
Replacements ‘ Frequency

O L[] » ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ . * » ] [ ] . . 58

1 * [ ] L ] * L] L L] * L4 * * L] [ ] L] . 30

2 . L[] . L ] L[] L L] L] . L] [ ] L] L] . * 8

2 L] * L[] * ] + 1 ] ® * [ ] .. L[] » [ ] L] L"

5 L] L ] L] L] * L] . * L L] L . L[] L] L] E N

6+ * L ] . L] L] * . * L ] * [ ] * [ ] . L L N )

As depicted in Table 8, 58% of the control group did
not have any movesg during their first two years in care,
Thirty per cent had one replacement; 8% had two replace-
ments; and 4% had three replacements. None of the chil-
dren in the oontrol‘group had more than three replacements

during their first two years in care.

The Number of Replacements During the
Adolescent Years

The control group was next examined in terms of re-
placements for the entire adolescent years in care. The
results of this examination are summarized in the follow-

ing table.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



33

TABLE 9

NUKBER OF REPLACEMENTS DURING ADCLESCENT YEARS
OF THE CONTRCL GROUP, BY PERCENTAGE

Number of Percentage of
Replacements Frequency

0 L] * . L d * L[] L] L] L ] [ ] . L] * v » 58

1 L] ] » L] * L] * * L] L . . . L[] L] 16

2 L] [ ] . . . L] . . L] L] L] * [ ] . . 8

3 . L] L ] L) . . [ ] L] [ ] . . [ ] [ ] L] 2

1'4' [ [ ] L3 . L] L] . [ ] . L] L] [ ] L] L] * Ll‘ '

5 . L] . . . . . . 3 . L » * . . L”

6+ * * L] L] [ ] . L] L] . . L] L ] L[] L ] L] 8

Forty-two per cent of the children in the control group
underwent replacement during thelr adolescent years., Six-
teen per cent had one replacement, 8% had two replacenments,
2% had three replacements, 4% had four replacements, 4%
had five replacements, and 8% had six or more replacements.

The number of children not having any replacements |
was 58%, which is exactly the same as the result in this
category from Table 8. |
The Number of Replacements Per Year During
the Adolescent Years

The control group was then examinéd in terms of the
mean number of yearly turnover of placements, by sex, and
the age during which these replacements occurred.

As i1llustrated, in the following table, the mean num-
ber of replacements for a twelve year old male is 0.40. This
figure drops to 0.16 at age thirteen; rises to 0.51 at age

fourteen; drops again to 0.20 at age fifteen, then rises to
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its highest point 0.61 at age sixteen. During the year

prior to discharge the mean number of replacements drops

to 0.27.
TABLE 10
MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR CF
CCNTROL GROUP, BY AGE AND SEX
Mean Number of‘Replacements
Age at
Replacement
Male : Female Total
12 0.40 0.20 0.30
13 0.16 : 0.52 0. 34
14 0.31 0.27 0.29
15 0.20 0.22 : 0.21
16 - 0.61 0.41 0.51
17 0.27 0.30 0.28
Total 1.95 1.92 1-93

The female control group replacements are as follows:
0.20 at age twelve; 0.52 at age thirteen; 0.27 at age four-
teen; 0.22 at age fifteen; 0.41 at age sixteen and 0.30 at
age seventeen,

The total number éf replacements for the male control
group during the adolescent period is 1.95, and 1.92 for the
female control. In terms of the mean number of replacements
per year during the adolescent years, both control grdups

had 0.32 replacements per year. (see table 16)
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The Number of Replacements Per Year by Age
at the Time of Wardship

The control group was also studied in terms of the
frequency of replacements by their ages at the time of ward-
ship. Three age groupings were chosen for examlnation, be-
cause of the quantity of the sample they represented., Nine
males and six females were age one at time of wardship;
similarly six males and seven females were between the ages
of eight and nine. &8ix males and five females were between
the ages of ten and eleven. These three groupings repre-
sent seventy-nine per cent of the control group. Only the

replacements during the adolescent years were examined;

TABLE 11

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEFKENTS PER YEAR
CF THE MALEZ CONTROL GRCUP, BY AGE
AT TIME CF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardship
Age at
Replacement
1 8~-9 10-11
12 0.00 1.16 0.33
13 0.11 0.16 0.16
14 0,00 0.33 0.66
15 " 0.16 0.00 0.50
16 0.33 #® *
17 ' 0.00 * *

*In each of these cases the sample had decreased by
at least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on th
basis of being an insufficient sample. ‘
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TABLE 12

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR
CF THE FEMALE CCNTRCL GRCUP, BY AGE
AT TIME OF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardship
Age at
Replacement
1 8-9 10-11
12 0.50 0.00 0.20
13 0.18 1.71 0.00
14 : 0.18 0.30 0,00
15 0.20 0.25 0.00
16 3 3# 3%
17 * ‘ * #

*In each of these cases the sample had decreased by
at least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on the
basis of being an insufficient sample,

Age Cne, at Time of Wardship

The female control group adumitted at age one moves
irregularly from 0.50 replacements at age twelve to only
0.13 replacements at age thirteen where it remained for
the following year and then rose slightly to 0.20 at age
fifteen. The male control group did not have any replace-
ments at age twelve. Atvage thirteen there were 0.11 re-
placements, but this again returns to zero replacements at
age fourteen. At age fifteen there is a slight rise to
0.16 replacements and at age sixteen the highest point"

0.33 replacements 1s reached, following which it again
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returns to zero at age seventeen.

Age Eight and Nine, at Time of Wardshilp

The female control group increases sharply from zero
replacements at age twelve to 1.71 feplacements.at age
thirteen, then drops off gradually to a relatively stable
0.25 replacements at age fifteen. The male control group
drops sharply from a high figure of 1.16 replacements at
age twelve to a rather stable 0.16 replacements at age
thirteen, and then increases to 0.33 replacements at age

fourteen and zero at age fifteen.

Age Ten and Eleven, at Time of Wardship

The ferale control group falis from a low 0.20 re-
placenents at age twelve to zero replacements at ages
thirteen, fourteen and fifteen. Thé male control group
drops from 0.33 replacements at age twelve to 0.16 replace~
ments at age thirteen, then increases to 0.66 répiacements
at age fourteen and dips again to 0.50 replacements at age
fifteen.

Comparison Between Experimental and
Control Groups

The Number of Replacements During the
First Two Years in Care

The first two years of wardship in the experimental
group were compared with the filrst two years of wardship

in the control group.
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TABLE 13

COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER CF REPLACEMENTS DURING
THE FIRST TWO YFRARS IN CARE, OF THE
EXPERIMENTAL AND THE CONTROL GROUPS

BY PERCENTAGE :

Percentage of Frequency
Number of
Replacements Experimental Control Difference be-
: tween Experi-
mental and
Control Groups
0 36 58 -22
1 20 ' 30 -10
2 12 8 + 4
3 14 L +10
i L . o+ b
5 .o + 6
6+ 8 . e + 8

As depicted in Table 13, 58% of the control group did
not have any replacements during their first two years in
care, as compared with 36% of the experimental group; a
difference of 22% in the number of children not under-
going replacements. Thirty-two per cent of the experi-
mental group had three or more replacements as compared with
L% of the control group. In addition, no child in the con-
trol group had more than three replacements, while the
per cent in the experlimental group increased with each

succeeding year, with a total of 18% of the experimental
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gfoup having four or more replacements, and 8% having six
or more replacements.
The Number of Replacements During the
Adolescent Years
The experimental and control groups were next compared
in terms of replacements for the entire adolescent years in

care.,

TABLE 14

NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS DURING ADCLESCENT
YEARS OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AND
CONTROL GRQCUPS
BY PERCENTAGE

-Percentage of Frequency

Number of
Replacements Experimental] Control] Difference be-
tween Experi-
mental and
Contrcl Groups
0 20 58 -38
1 16 16 oo
2 20 8 +12
3 8 2 + 6
L 6 b + 2
5 6 L o+ 2
6+ 24 8 +16
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Of those children admitted to care and placed in fos-
ter homes, as adolescents, 80% were faced with replace-
ments, whereas-of those admitted to care prior to adoles-
cence, only 42% had subsequent changes of placements,
during adolescence. Twenty-four per cent of the experi-
mental group had six or more replacements whereas only
8% of’the control group had this number of replacements.
The Number of HReplacements per Year .
During the Adolescent Years

The experimental and control groups were‘next com-
pared in terms of the number of replacements per year
during the adolescent years in care.

Some of the adolescents of both groups in this study,
had replacenents, regardless of when they came ihto care,
The number, however, increased drastically for those chil-
dren who were adolescents at the time of wardship. 1f, for
example, a male was admitﬁed to care during his twelfth
year, and was replaced each year according to the mean, he
would have a total of 5.65 replacements during his six years
in care. Similarly, a female admitted to care during her
twelfth year would have 6.64 replacements during the same
period. When the total experimental group is compared with
the total control group, there is a mean difference of 4,39
more replacements for the experimental group thén for the

control group, over the slx year period.
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TABLE 1

5

MEAN NUM3ER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR OF BCTH
: THE EXPERIMENTAL AND CCNTRCIL GROUPS,
BY AGE, AND SEX

Frequency
Age at Experimental Control
Heplacement
Fale Female Male Female
12 0.25 0.66 0.40 0.20
13 1.23 1.33 0.16 0.52
14 1.36 0.71 0.31 0.27
15 1.20 0.87 0.20 0.22
16 0.86 1.63 0.61" 0.41
17 0.75 1,40 0.27 0.30
Total 5.65 6,64 1.95 1.92

The following table illustrates the mean number of re-

placements per year during the adolescent years, at the rate

of 5.65 replacements for the male experimental group, 6.64

replacements for the female experimental group, 1.95 re-

placements for the male control group and 1.92 replacements

for the female control group, over the six year period.

As deplcted, the mean number of replacements per year

for the male experimental group is 0.94 replacements as com-

pared with the male control groups 0.32 replacements., The

female experimental group on the other hand has a mean num-
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ber of 1.10 replacements per year as compared with the female

control groups figure of .32 replacements per year.

TABLE 16

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR
DURING ADOLESCENT YEARS

Replacements
Group
Male Female
Experimental « « « « o « o o 0.94 1.10
Control « + o ¢ o o o ¢ o o .32 . 32

The Number of Replacements Per Year
by Age at the Time of Wardship

The experimental and control groups were then compared
in terms of the frequency of replacements, during the adoles-

cent years, by their ages at the time of wardship.

Age Twelve, at Time of Replacement

Cf those children who were replaced at age twelve, the
number of replacemehts in the male control group, who were
between their eighth and nineth years at time of wardship .
surpassed all other groups with 1,16 replacements during
this year. Two groups of females, those in the control
group who were age one at time of wardship and those in
the experimental group who were age twelve at time of ward-

ship surpassed 0,50 replacements per year.
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TABLE 17

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR OF THE MALE
EXPERIMENTAL AND CONTROL GROUPS, BY AGE
' AT TIHME CF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardshilp
Age at
Replacement
1 8-9 10-11 12 13 14 15

12 o |1.16 |0.33 0.25

13 0.11}0.16 0.16 1.50 1.11

14 0 0.33 0.66 1.66 1.11 {1.57

15 0.16} © 0.50 * 1.57 0.83 | 1.60
16 . 0.33] * #* * 1.50 {0.50 | 1.00
17 | 0 * S % 3 #* 0.33

*In each of these cases the sample had decreased by at
least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on the basis
of being an insufficient sample.

Blank space indicates that this age group was not yet
in care. '
Age Thirteen, at Time of Replacement

The male control group remained stable during this
year with only 0.16 replacements for those who were between
the ages of eight and eleven at time of wardship., Of the
female control group, only those who were ages eight to
nine at time of wardship had an appreciable number of re-
placements with 1.71 per year., Of the male experimental

group, those who were twelve at the time of wardship had

1.50 replacements; those who were thirteen at the time of
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wardship had 2,00 replacements.

TABLE 18

MEAN NUMBER OF REPLACEMENTS PER YEAR OF THE FEMALE
EXPERIMENTAL AND CCONTROL GRCUPS, BY AGE
AT TIME CF WARDSHIP

Age at Time of Wardshilp

Age at
Replacement

1 8-9 10-11 12 13 14 15
12 0.50 0 0.20 {0,66
13 0.18 1.71 0.00 % 2.00
14 0.18 0.80 0.00 * 1.00 | 0.57
15 ' 0.20 } 0.25] 0.00 | % 1.33 {1.00 | 0,55
16 * # ¥ #* 1.20 | 4,60 0.22
17 * o 3 ¥ * 0.14'0 2080 1025

¥In each of these cases the sample had decreased by at
least half, therefore, the figures are omitted on the basis
of being an insufficient sample.

Blank space 1indicates that this age group was not yet
in care.
Age Fourteen, At Time of Replacement

The male experimental group far surpassed the nunmber
of replacements encountered by the male control group.
Those who were age twelve at time of wardship had 1,66
replacements; those who were age thirteen at time of ward-
ship had 1.11 replacements; those who were fourteen at time

of wardship had 1.57 replacements, whereas, of the control

group the highest number of replacements, 0.66 was reached
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for those males who were between the ages of ten and eleven
at time of wardship. |
| Of the female control group, those who were between
the ages of eight and nine at the time of wardship had the
highest number of replacements with 0,80, while the re-
maining female control group remained stable., During this
same period the female experlmental group had 1,00 replace-
ment for those females who were age thirteen at the time
of wardship, while those who were fourteen at the time of

wardship had only 0.57 replacements.

Age Fifteen, at Time of Replacement

The male control group remained relatively stable with
a high of 0,50 replacements occuring for those males who were
admitted to care between thelr tenth and eleventh years.
Similarly, the female control group had only 0.25 replace-
ments for those who were between the ages of eight and nine
at the time of wardship.

The experimental groups, however, had a greater num-
ber of replacements overall. The male experimental group,
who were thirteen at the time of wardship had 1.57 replace=-
ments; those who were fourteen at time of wardship had 0.83
replacements; those who were fifteen at the time of ward-
ship had 1.60 replacements.

The female experimental group, had 1.33 replacements
for those females who were age thirteen at the time of

wardship; 1.00 replacement for those who were fourteen at
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the time of wardship; 0.55 replacements for those who were

fifteen at the time of wardship.

Age Sixteen, at the Time of Replacement .

Of the female experimental group, those who were thir-
teen at the time of wardship had 1.20 replacements; those
who were fourteen at the time of wardship had 4.60 replace-
ments; while those who were fifteen at the time of ward-
ship had only 0.22 replacements.

Cf the male experimental group, those who were
thirteen at the time of wardship had 1,50 replacements;
those who were fourteen at the time of wardship had 0.50
replacements; those who were fifteen at the time of ward-
ship had 1,00 replacement. The only control group remaining
are those males who were age one at the time of wardship,

they had only 0.33 replacements.

Age Seventeen, at Time of Replacement

The female experimental group had only 0.40 replace-
ments for those females who were age thirteen at the time
of wardship; a high 2.80 replacements for those females who
were fourteen at the time of wardship; and 1.25 replacements
for those who were age fifteen at the time of wardship.

Cf the male sample; only those who were age one at
the time of wardship, and those who were fifteen at the time
of wardship remained. Those in the control group who were
age one at the time of wardship had zero replacements,

Those in the experimental group who were fifteen at the
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time of wardship had only 0.33 replacements.
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS AND SUMMARY

Findings
The findings of this study will be presented under the

following headings; the number of replacements during the
first two years in care; thé nunber of replacements during
the adolescent years; the number of replacements per year
during the adolescent years; and the number of replacements
per year by age at the time of wardship.

The Number of Replacements During the

First Two Years in Care

Table 13 depicts that fifty-eight ver cent of the
control groﬁp did not have any replacements during their
first two years in care, as compared with thirty-six per
cent of the experimental group. Graph 1 illustrates these
findings.

None of the children in the control group had more
than three replacements during thelr first two yesrs in
care, whereas elighteen per cent of the experimental group
had more than three replacements in the same period of
time. Thils suggest that, THERE IS LESS DANGER OF HMULTIPLE
REPLACEMENTS, DURING THE FIRST TWO YEARS IN CARE, FOR THE
CHILD WHC IS ADMITTED TC CARE PRIOR TC HIS ADOLESCENCE,
THAN FOR THE CHILD ADMITTED DURING ADOLESCENCE. In addi-

L3
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tion, these figures appear to confirm Parker's results,

that AS THE ADMISSION AGE INCREASES SO DOES THE FREQUENCY

CF REPLACEMENTS.

The.Number of Replacements During

the Adolescent Years

Table 14 depicts that twenty per cent of those chil-
dren who were adolescents at the time of wardship did not
have any replacements during the adolescent years, whereas
fifty-eight per cent of those who were under age twelve
at the time of wardship, did not have any replacements
during thelir adolescent years. Graph'z i1llustrates this
finding.

An examination of thése figures reveals that, eighty
per cent of those children who were adolescents at the time
of wardship, were faced with replacements, whereas forty-two
per cent of those who were under‘the age of twelve at the
time of wardship, had subsequent changes of placement., This
means that the CHILDREN WHC BECCHME WARDS IN THEIR ADOLESCENT
YEARS ARE IN NEARLY TWICE THE DANGER CF UNDERGCING REPLACE-
MENT DURING THE ADOLESCENT YEARS, THAN CHILDREN WHO WERE
NADE WARDS BEFORE THEIR TWELFTH BIRTHDAY .

The Number of Replacements Per Year
During the Adolescent Years
As depicted in Table 15, the total mean number of re-

placements, for the six adolescent years in care, is 5.65
replacements for the male experimental group; 6.64 replace-~

ments for the female experimental group; 1l.95 replacements
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for the male control group; and 1,92 replacements for the
female control group.

As depicted in Table 16, the mean number of replace-
ments per year, over this slx year adolescent perlod is
0,94 replacements per year for the male experimental
group; 1.10 reﬁlacements per year for the female experi-
mental group. These figures mean that THE CHILD WHO IS AN
ADCLESCENT AT THE TIKE OF WARDSHIP, CAN EXPECT REPLACEMENT
APPROXIMATELY ONCE EACH YEAR, WHILE HE IS IN CARE.

Both the male and female control groups have a mean
number of 0.32 replacements per year during the adolescent
years. This means that THE CHILD WHO IS YOUNGER THAN
TWELVE AT THE TINME COF WARDSHIP, CAN EXPECT REPLACEMENT
APPROXIMATELY CNCE EVERY THREE YEARS, DURING HIS ADCLES=-
CENT YEARS. |

The literature has linked repeated replacements to
emotional disturbance and makes clear how each rejlection
intensifies the difficulties. If this criterion 1is
accepted, then it follows that, THE CHILD WHC IS AN
ADCLESCENT AT THE TIME OF WARDSHIP, FACES GREATEH LIKELI-
HCOD COF SUFFERING FLOM EMOTICNAL DISTURBANCE.

The Number of Replacements Per Year, By Age
at the Time of Wardship

| A review of Tables 17 and 18 shows that the experi-
mental groups had far more placements during the adolescent

years than the control group.
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One figure, that of the female experimental group, who
were fourteen at the time of wardship, which shows that at
age sixteen, tﬁe mean number of females had 4.60.replace-
ments, stands out as a staggering contrast to the other
figures presented., This researcher offers two explanations
for this high nﬁmber. The first, is a result of a study
conducted by John Liccione57 in which he found that the
largest amount of tension between mother and daughter
exlsts at age fifteen, and the greatest amount of father-
daughter tension exists at age seventeen. This tension
may bring about a greater number of replacements at age
sixteen., The second is that, as the total sample of this
grouping is rather small it is hazardous to draw any firm
conclusions.

The problem under consideration in this study has
been a descriptive one which‘attempted to discover the ex-
tent of placement turnover in the adolescent: population, of
the Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society for the County
of Essex., In addition, thils descriptive data was used to
investigate the hypothesis that, the age at which a child
is made a ward of the Roman Catholic Children's Ald Society
for the County of Essex, has a significant affect upon the
stability of his placement.

Thls researcher offers this study as further evidence

57J. Liccione, The Changing Family Relationship of
Adolescent Girls, Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology,
Vol. 51 (1965) pp. LZ21-26.
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that age has a significant affect upon the stabillity of
placement., Further, since the adolescent population of the
Roman Catholic‘Children's Ald Society for the County of
Essex undergo replacement with such frequency, alternatives
to their present placement policies and practices should

be sought.

Summary

The problem uhder consideration in this study is a
descriptive one which presents the extent of placement turn-
over in the adolescent population of wards in the care of
the Roman Cathollic Children's Aid Soclety for the County
of Essex.

The hypothesis is; The age at which a c¢hild is made
a ward of the Roman Catholic Children's Aid Society for the
County of Essex, has a significant affect upon the stability
of his placement.

The population from which the sample was selected is
that of the Roman Catholic Children’s Aid Society for the
County of Essex. At the time of data complillation there
were three hundred and eleven children in the care of this
agency of which ninety-seven were between the ages of twelve
and eighteen.

The sample of one hundred cases, including an experi-
mental group and a control group were selected from the
"Monthly Statistical Report of the Children in Care", Each

of these groups were composed of twenty-five males and
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twenty~five females. Those children who made up the experi-
mental group were all children who were over the age of
twelve at the time of admission to care. Those children
‘who made up the control group were all children ﬁho were
under the age of twelve at the time of admission to care.

A check list was used to gather the data. The re-
searcher used onlyvface sheet data, in order to avoild sub-
jective Judgements, and reéorded the age at placement and
replacement,

The experimental group data and control group data
were reviewed under the following headings; the number of
replacements during the first two years in care; the number
of replacements during the adolescent years; the number of
replacements per year during the adolescent years; and
the number of replacements per year by age at the time of
wardship. This was followed by a comparison of the experi-
mental and control group data, under the same headings.

The findings of this study were; that THERE IS LESS
DANGER OF NULTIPLE REPLACENMENTS, DURING THE FIRST TWO
YEARS IN CARE, FOR THE CHILD WHC IS ADNITTED TO CARE PRIOR
TC HIS ADOLESCENCE, THAN FOR THE CHILD ADMITTED DURING
ADOLESCENCE, This appears to confirm Parker's results,
that AS THE ADMISSICN AGE INCREASES SO DOES THE FREQUENCY
OF REPLACEMENTS,

Secondly, that CHILDREN WHO BECOME WARDS IN THEIR
ADCLESCENT YEARS ARE IN NEARLY TWICE THE DANGER OF UNDER-

GOING REPLACEMENT DURING THE ADOLESCENT YEARS, THAN
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CHILDREN WHO WERE MADE WARDS BEFCRE THEIR TWELFTH BIRTHDAY.

Thirdly, that THE CHILD WHO IS AN ADOLESCENT AT THE
TIME OF WABDSHiP. CAN EXPECT REPLACEMENT APPROXIMATELY CONCE
FEACH YEAR, WHILE HE IS IN CARE, whereas, THE CHILD WHO IS
YOUNGER THAN TWELVE AT THE TIME OF WARDSHIP, CAN EXPECT
REPLACEMENT APPRCXIMATELY ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS, DURING
HIS ADOLESCENT YEARS.

Fourthly, that THE CHILD WHO IS AN ADCLESCENT AT THE
TIME OF WARDSHIP FACES GREATER LIKELIHOCD OF SUFFERING FROM
EFMOTIONAIL DISTURBANCE,

. The hypothesis 1s confirmed, by the weight of this
data, that THE AGE AT WHICH A CHILD IS MADE A WARD OF THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S AID SCCIETY FOR THE COUNTY OF
ESSEX, HAS A SIGNIFICANT AFFECT UPON THE STABILITY OF HIS
PLACEMENT,
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Appendix I

Male Experimental Group

Casel Age at Age at Beplacement

No. |Wardship 175 13 14 15 16 17
1 12 - -
2 12 x | ®x X - - XXXTX
3 12 - XXX XXX

b 12 - |x X - - -
5 13 - - XXX
6 13 - - X X -
7 13 XXXXX XX XXX

8 13 X x - - -
9 13 X b o x

10 13 - X - p 4

11 13 - -

12 13 - XX XXX XXXX

13 13 XXX XX

14 14 XX

15 14 x XX

16 14 XX - -

17 14 XXXXXX | XX XX

18 14 - - - -

19 14 - X -

20 14 - -

21 15 - x -
22 15 - -

23 15 XXXXX X

24 15 XX XXX X

25 15 X - -

x indicates replacement

- indicates child in care with no replacements

blank indicates child not in care
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Female Experimental Group

Casel Age at Age at Replacement
No. |Wardship
12 13 14 15 _ 16 17
1 12 - - -
2 12 -
3 12 - |-
b 13 XXX XX Xxxx | XX XX
5 13 - - X XX -
6 13 XXXXX XX - XX -
7 13 XX - XX - -~
8 13 XX b ¢ - - -
9 13 - X X
10 14 XX XX XXXXX | XX
XXX
11 14 - -
12 14 - -
13 14 - - - X
14 14 - x| xx XX
15 14 X XX XXXXX | XXXXX
_ XX
16 14 X XX | XXXXXX | XXXX
17 15 - - X
18 15 - - -
19 15 - - XX
20 15 XX - -
21 15 - - XXXX
22 15 - - -
23 15 XX XX X
-1 15 - - XX
25 15 X -

X indicates replacement

- indicates child in care with no replacement
blank indicates child not in care
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Appendix III

Male Control Group
Case {Age at Age at Replacemeht
No. [Wardshilp 17 13 T Y ET: T
1 1 - - -
2 1 - -
3 1 - - -
L 1 - X - - x
5 1 - - - X x
6 1 - - - - -
7 1 - - - - -
2 1 - - - - -
9 1 - - - - -
10 2 X - -
11 L - -
12 6 - x x - x
13 7 - -
14 8 - - - -
15 8 - - -
16 9 XXXXX | x - - X
17 9 X - XX
18 9 - - - - -
19 9 X - - - XXX
20 10 - - - - x
21 11 X - XXX X -
22 11 - X - -
23 11 X - -
2L 11 - - -
25 11 - - X x -

X indicates replacement
- indicates child in care with no replacement
blank indicates child not in care
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Appendix IV

Female Control Group

gi?e %gid:gip Age at Replacement
12 13 14 15 16

1 1 XX X - X -
2 | 1 - - - - -
3 1 b - - -
L 1 - - x
5 1 - - - -
6 1 - - - -
7 2 - - - - -
8 3 - - - - -
9 | » - -

- 10 L b - - - -
11 5 - - - - -
12 6 - - x XX XX
13 7 - - - -

14 8 - XXXXX x X -
XXXXX

15 8 - - -

16 9 - -

17 9 - - - - -

18 9 - -

19 9 - XX XXX - XX

20 9 - - - -

21 | 10 - - -

22 10 - - - - x

23 10 X - - - -

24 10 - - - -

25 11 - - -

X indicates replacements

- indicates child in care with no replacements
blank indlcates child not in care

61

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




BIBLIGGRAPRHY

Books

Bowlby, J. Separation Anxlety: A Critical Review of the
' Litersture. New York: Child Welfare League of Ameria,
1962,

Casebook on Family Treatment Involving Adolescents, New
York: Family Service Association of America, 1967.

Dinnage, H., and Kellmer, M.L. Foster Home Care--Facts
and IFallacies. Leeds, Great Britain: E. F. Arnold
and Sons Ltd., 1967,

Healy, W., et al. Heconstructing Behaviour in Youth.
New York: Alfred A. EKnopf Publishing Co., 1931.

Josselyn, Irene M. The Adolescent and His World. New
York: Family Service Association of America, 1952.

Littner, N. Some Traumatic Effects of Separation and Place-
gg%g, New York: Child Welfare League of America Inc.,
1967,

Parker, B. A, Decision in Child Care. London: George
Allen & Unwin Ltd. Huskin House, 1966,

Trasler, G. A Study of Success and Failure of Foster Home
Placements, PhD Thesis University of London, 1955.

« In Place of Parents., A Study of Foster Care.
New York: The Humanities Press, 1965,

Public Documents

Ontario, Committee of the Whole House. Department of Social
and Family Services. The Child Welfare Act, 1965,
Toronto,

Articles and Periodicals

Eisenbert, L. "If not now, when?" American Journal of
Orthopsychiatry, XXXII, No. 5, pp. 7851-791.

Lawder, E. "Can Long-time care Be Unfrozen?" Child Wel-

62

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



63
Liccione, J. "The Changing Family Kelationship of Adolescent

Girls." Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology,

Steinhauer, P.AD. "Crisis in Foster Care." Ontario Assoclia-
tion of Children's Aid Societies Journal, (November

1970).

Unpublished HMaterial

Kroeker, B. J, "Correctional Services in Windsor and Area."
University of Windsor, 1970.

Palmer, et al., "The Decision to Separate Children from thelir
Natural Parents." Application for research grant,
London, Ontario, June 1970.

Reports

Report of the Cntario Legislature's Select Committee on
Youth. Kingston, Ontario: Hanson & Fdgar, Ltd.,

1967,

Annual Report. Windsor City Police, Windsor, COntario, 1970,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



VITA

Brian Blonde was born September 2, 1940 at Chatham,
Ontario. He attended Blessed Sacrement elementary school
where he completed grade 7 in June, 1954, and then he went
to 8t, Joseph's Convent in Red Deer, Alberta where he com-
pleyed‘grade 10 in June.'1957. He obtained his senior matri-
culation from Notre Dame College, at Wilcox, Saskatchewan
in June 1960, |

From September, 1960 to May, 1964, he attended Notre
Dame College at Wilcox, Saskatchéwan. In May 1969, he
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in the Liberal
Arts. He was admitted to the Master of Social Work program
at the University of Windsor in September, 1969, and ex-
pects to graduate in May, 1971.

Mr. Blonde was employed with the Roman Catholic
Children's Aid for the County of Essex from June 1964 until
September, 1965, and again from June, 1968 until September
1969. For these two years he was a Social Worker in the

Children's Services Department of the Agency.

64

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



	The effect of a child's age, at the time of wardship, on the stability of his placment.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1506712331.pdf.DDU1n

