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ABSTRACT

The question of how to  in f luence  people most e f fe c t iv e ly  has been 

a v i r t u a l l y  untapped area o f s c i e n t i f i c  research. I t  has been suggested 

(R o tte r ,  1954) th a t  people who; be lieve  they can con tro l the events which 

happen to  them ( in te rn a l  c o n tro l)  are less persuasib le  than those 

ind iv idua Is who be lieve  they have l i t t l e  or no con tro l over t h e i r  

destiny (external c o n t r o l ) .

I t  was the purpose of th is  study to  determine how in te r n a l ly -  

o r ien ted  subjects and e x te rn a l ly -o r ie n te d  sub jects responded to  an 

in f luence attempt using d i f f e r e n t  forms of the media, a w r i t te n  

communication and a videotaped:communication.

I t  was predicted th a t  (a) a t t i tu d e  change would be g rea ter w ith  

te le v is io n  than w ith  the w r i t te n  communication, and (b) external subjects 

would change th e i r  a t t i tu d e s  more than in te rna l sub jec ts . A d d it io n a l ly  

i t  was predicted th a t  the fo l lo w in g ,  w ith  respect to  time, would occur: 

(a) external subjects would e x h ib i t  a decrease in the e f fe c t  o f the 

communication a f te r  a re s t  of several days and hence e x h ib i t  less 

a t t i tu d e  change on a second re te s t  than on a f i r s t  re te s t  regardless 

of media; and (b) in te rna l £s would show g rea ter a t t i t u d e  change on 

a second re te s t  than immediately a f te r  the communication in both 

co nd it io ns .

M u lt ip le  analyses o f variance and t - t e s t s  were employed in 

the data a na lys is . While the actual re s u lts  tended in the predicted 

d ire c t io n  none of the hypotheses were s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t .  

Numerically, however, ex te rna ls  did change more than in te rn a ls  in 

both cond it ions and they did tend to  e x h ib i t  less a t t i tu d e  change on

i v
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the second re te s t  as p red ic ted .; Furthe r, a t t i tu d e  change did tend to  be 

g rea ter in the te le v is io n  cond it ion  than in the w r i t te n  c o n d it io n .

I t  was noted, however, tha t there were large discrepancies in c e l l -  

s ize  samples and a large w i th in r c e l l  v a r i a b i l i t y  which may have confounded 

the actual re s u l ts .  Although treatment s ig n i f ic a n c e  was not obtained, 

the re  were s ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe renpes between the con tro l and experimental 

subjects w ith  the experimental Subjects tending to  support the d ire c t io n  

o f the in f luence a ttempt. T h is : f in d in g ,  w h ile  not conclus ive, does 

suggest th a t  the media did in f luence the experimental sub jects although 

the p re d ic t ion s  were not achieved s t a t i s t i c a l l y .
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Chapter I 

Background and In troduc t ion  

How a t t i tu d e s  evolve, what p e rso n a l i ty  fa c to rs  are re la ted  to  

a t t i tu d e s ,  and how we can produce a t t i t u d e  change most e f fe c t iv e ly  is a 

v i r t u a I l y  untapped f i e ld  of s c i e n t i f i c  in v e s t ig a t io n .

I t  is  understood th a t  in any communication there is  a source, a 

re ce ive r ,  a message, and a channel by which we tra n sm it  th a t  message.

Research (Qelfand, 1962, R o tte r ,  1954) ind ica tes  th a t  persona I i t y  

fa c to rs  o f the rece ive r a f fe c t  how the message is rece ived, th a t  is ,  

whether i t  is  accepted or re je c ted . L i t t l e  research, however, has been 

done to  examine what are the most e f fe c t iv e  channels o f communicating a 

message. McLuhan (1970) has suggested th a t  rece ivers  respond in a 

d i f f e r e n t  way to  a communication de live red  by rad io  than to  the same 

communication de live red  by te le v is io n  or by newspaper. I t  w i l l  be the purpose 

o f th is  study to  inves t iga te  a t t i t u d e  change as a fu n c t io n  o f  the in te ra c t io n  

of rece ive r  p e rsona l ity  va r iab les  and channels o f message transm iss ion, in 

t h is  case, te le v is io n  and the w r i t te n  medium.

A review of the research in these areas w i l l  include stud ies on 

a t t i tu d e  change, ind iv id u a l d if fe rences  in p e r s u a s ib i I i t y ,  and the e f fe c ts  

o f  te le v is io n  in provoking a t t i t u d e  change.

STUDIES OF ATTITUDE CHANGE

Many stud ies have been d irec ted  to  the issue o f a t t i tu d e  change.

The presenta tion  of the communication, the s ta tus  o f the communicator, and

I
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the p re d isp os it io n  o f the in d iv id u a l rece iv ing  the communication are among 

the va r iab les  involved in e f fe c t in g  a t t i t u d e  change of any type.

In the presenta tion  o f an argument favouring a change o f a t t i t u d e  

Abelson (1959) found th a t  one-sided arguments can be more e f fe c t iv e  i f  the 

goal is  to  accomplish immediate but temporary op in ion change. Hovland, 

Lumsdaine, and S h e ff ie ld  (1967) concluded th a t  the e f fe c ts  o f presenting 

one s ide  ra the r than both sides o f an argument on a co n trove rs ia l issue is 

less e f fe c t iv e  in changing opin ions of well-educated sub jects opposed to  

the p o in t  o f view being presented. A one-sided argument is  more e f fe c t iv e ,  

however, among those who are not well educated. A f te r  t h i r t y  days the 

in f luence o f a communication is weaker than immediately a f te r  i t s  presenta

t io n ,  but there  is s t i l  I some in f luence  (Abelson, 1959). The s tronger 

the immediate e ffec t iveness  of the message the g rea te r w i l l  be i t s  in f luence 

a f te r  t h i r t y  days. There is more op in ion  change in favour of the p a r t ic u la r  

communication i f  conclusions are s ta ted  e x p l i c i t l y  ra the r than i f  the 

subjects are allowed to  draw th e i r  own conclusions. According to  Hovland 

and Janis (1959) ra t io n a l  fa c tua l arguments must be used i f  a communication 

is  to  produce a maximum amount o f a t t i t u d e  change.

In s tud ies concerned w ith  the e f fe c t  o f communicator s ta tus  on 

a t t i tu d e  change Rosenow and Robinson (1967) and Lerbinger and S u l l iva n  

(1965) have suggested th a t  i f  communicator c r e d ib i l i t y  is  estab lished 

opposed sub jects consider the arguments presented more re a d i ly  and hence 

are more susceptib le  to  express a change o f o p in ion . Others (Hovland & 

Weiss, 1967) re p o r t  th a t  sub jects change t h e i r  op in ion more when the 

communicator is perceived as t ru s tw o r th y .  This change, however, decreases 

over time which seems to  remove re c a l l  of the source as a mediating cue 

thereby leading to  resumption of the e a r l ie r  o p in ion . Rosenow suggests
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th a t  the  communicator must sound as i f  he is an expert in h is  f i e l d .  He

must exude se lf -co n f ide nce  a n d ja u th o r i ty  . More change of op in ion  is

expressed i f  the su b jec t can id e n t i f y  w ith  the communicator who is 

perceived as having h is  s e l f - in t e r e s t  in mind. The sub jects  appear to  

respond favourably to  a communicator w ith  c re d e n t ia ls  ( e .g . ,  a Ph.D .). 

Messages are accepted more re a d i ly  from f r ie n d ly  ra the r than h o s t i le  

speakers (A lb e r t  & Dabbs, 1970).

In a d d it io n  Mehrabian a n d M a r t in  (1969) demonstrated th a t  on 

videotaped recordings designed:to  measure communicator fa c to rs ,  the 

e f fec t iveness  of the communicator was dependent on speech ra te ,  volume, 

and in to n a t io n .  F u rthe r, the communicator was more e f fe c t iv e  i f  he 

appeared to  be moderate in manner ra the r than fa n a t ic a l ly  committed to  

the issue about which he was speaking.

Subject p re d isp o s it io n  must a lso be considered in an in f luence a ttempt. 

Freedman (1967) found th a t  when a sub jec t experiences high emotional

involvement w ith  the to p ic  of communication extremely d iscrepant informa

t io n  is  re je c te d . In fa c t ,  negative a t t i tu d e  change can occur. Others 

(Edwards & Ostrom, 1969) re p o r t  th a t  a t t i tu d e s  concerning important values 

are s ig n i f i c a n t l y  more re s is ta n t  to  change by d iscrepan t in formation 

than a t t i tu d e s  regarding unimportant va lues. I t  is  in te re s t in g  to  note 

th a t  some research (Johnson & S c i le p p i,  1969) suggests th a t  communicator 

c r e d ib i l i t y  is  a fa c to r  in producing a t t i t u d e  change only when there  is 

r e la t iv e ly  low ego-invo lvem ent'cond it ions on the p a r t  of the sub jec ts .

Vohs and G a rre tt  (1970) found th a t  in a tape-recorded presenta tion  of a 

communication to  sub jects  i n i t i a l l y  opposed to  the to p ic  o f communication, 

the  sub jects high in ego-involvement were more re s is ta n t  to  change than 

those sub jec ts  low In ego-involvement. I t  was suggested th a t  such
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sub jects were fa m i l ia r  w ith  re fu ta t io n s  to  the communication w h ile  subjects 

low in ego-involvement were no t. :

Pe rsona lity  fa c to rs  are a lso  re levan t when attempting to  produce 

a t t i tu d e  change. Evidence suggests th a t  a p e rs u a s ib i I i t y  fa c to r  is  involved 

in the re la t iv e  ease or d i f f i c u l t y  of producing a t t i tu d e  change. For 

example, Gelfand (1962) found th a t  sub jects high in self-esteeem as ind ica ted 

by a 100 item questionna ire  based on ten areas of personal competence were 

less persuasib le  than sub jects low in se lf-esteem.

W itk in  (1954) has a lso  doneImuch work in e s ta b lish in g  th a t  ce r ta in  

in d iv id u a ls  ( f i e ld  dependent) are much more dependent on cues from the 

environment in making a decis ion than others ( f i e ld  dependent). This is  very 

s im i la r  to . the work of J .  B. R o tte r  on in te rna I-e x te rna  I c o n t ro l ,  where 

in te rn a ls  are thought to  be much less dependent on cues from the environment 

than ex te rna ls  who are thought to  be lieve  th a t  t h e i r  con tro l over what 

happens to  them is minimal.

INTERNAL-EXTERNAL CONTROL AS RELATED TO PERSUASABILITY

Some of the most promising research on the p re d isp o s it io n  to  per- 

s u a s a b i l i ty  has been in i t ia te d  by R otte r (1954) in h is  Social Learning 

Theory. According to  R otte r soc ia l behaviour is a fu n c t io n  o f the 

in d iv id u a l 's  expectancy fo r  re in forcement in a given s i tu a t io n  and the value 

o f the re in forcement. Rotte r (1966) has designed a forced-cho ice paper- 

and-penciI scale (the In te rna I-E x te rna I Control Scale) to  measure the 

expectancy o f a person's con tro l o f re in forcement, th a t  is  whether the 

locus o f con tro l is  in te rna l o r e x te rn a l .  Those who score in the d ire c t io n  

o f in te rna l con tro l be lieve  they lean con tro l t h e i r  re in forcem ent. They 

tend to  re lay  on th e i r  own resources and see t h e i r  accomplishments as 

a fun c t ion  o f t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e .  The person who scores in the external 

d ire c t io n  perceives events which :occur as beyond the realm o f h is 

c o n tro l ,  th a t  is  they are the r e s u l t  o f fa te ,  luck, o r chance. He
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5

is  more dependent on the environment as a behavioural cue.

Evidence ind ica tes th a t  e x te rn a l ly  o r ien ted  in d iv id u a ls  tend to  

conform more than in te rn a l ly  o r ien ted  persons. Gore (1962) found in sub t le  

attempts to  in f luence sub jects in a given d i re c t io n  th a t  in te rna l sub

je c ts  show less response to  in f luence  attempts than external sub jec ts . 

Further, in te rna ls  tend to  respond more in the opposite d i re c t io n  o f the 

sub tle  suggestion than c o n t ro l is u b je c ts .  In extended research Gore and 

Rotte r (1963) re po rt th a t  b lack students high in in te rn a l con tro l tended 

to  commit themselves to  more personal and dec is ive  soc ia l a c t ion  than 

black exte rnal sub jec ts . This suggests the des ire  of in te rn a ls  t o  ch a l

lenge a system of ra c ia l  in e q u a l i ty  w h ile  ex te rna ls  tended to  passive ly 

conform to  the system in the b e l ie f  th a t  they had no power o r a b i l i t y  to  

change i t .  Other s tud ies invo lv ing  conform ity  (Crowne & L ive ra n t,  1963) 

found th a t  in a b e t t in g  s i tu a t io n  ex te rna ls  tended to  bet less and were 

less co n fide n t in t h e i r  choices than the in te rn a ls .  S tr ick la n d  (1970) 

in an experiment concerned w ith  verbal co n d it ion ing  found th a t  ex te rna ls  

were more amenable to  in f luence  than in te rn a ls .  A lso, during the e x t in c t io n  

phase in te rn a ls  tended to  e x h ib i t  la te n t  co nd it io n in g  o f the key words 

and were more re s is ta n t  to  e x t in c t io n  than the e x te rn a ls .  She concludes 

th a t  perhaps in te rna ls  w i l l  not show the ex ten t o f co nd it io n in g  in f luence 

u n t i l  re tested  several days la te r .  Her re s u lts  a lso  suggest th a t  i t  is 

o f c ru c ia l  importance to  have the co-operation o f the in te rna l con tro l 

sub jects  i f  a ttempting o ve r t  con tro l o f t h e i r  behaviour since they tend 

to  r e s is t  sub tle  in f luence attempts.

R itch ie  and Phares (1969) have suggested th a t  the key to  the ac

ceptance o f in f luence by in te rn a ls  is  whether the attempted in f luence  is 

perceived as sub tle  or o v e r t .  T h is  fa c to r  doesn’ t  appear to  a f fe c t
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e x te rn a ls ’ acceptance of the in f luence since they appear to  be influenced 

in e i th e r  co n d it io n .  They hypothesized th a t  ex te rna ls  would d isp lay  more 

a t t i t u d e  change when rece iv ing  in fo rm ation  from a high s ta tus  than from 

a low s ta tus  communicator whi le; in te rn a ls  were not expected to  d i f f e r  

s ig n i f i c a n t ly  in  e i th e r  co n d it io n ,  i t  was expected th a t  in te rn a ls  would 

look p r im a r i ly  a t  communication;content. They a lso  predicted th a t  e x te r 

nals would d isp lay  g rea te r a t t i tu d e  change a f te r  an in f luence attempt by 

a high s ta tus  communicator than! in te rn a ls .  Subjects, a f t e r  answering 

the In te rna I-E x te rna I Control quest ionna ire  received an a t t i tu d e  p re tes t*  

on the economic budget p o l ic ie s  of the American government. From th is  

pro and con sub jects were se lected who then received w r i t te n  arguments 

con tra ry  to  t h e i r  p o s it io n s .  Two communicator s ta tus  cond it ions  were 

used — one, in which sub jects were to ld  th a t  the author o f the communication 

was extemely p re s t ig iou s  having worked w ith  a p res iden t o f the U.S. In 

the o ther cond it ion  sub jects were to ld  th a t  the author o f the communication 

was a fe l lo w  co llege  s tuden t. Immediately a f te r  reading the communication 

subjects answered the a t t i t u d e  survey again. Results ind icated th a t  

ex te rna ls  tend to  be infIuenced more by a high s ta tus  communicator regardless 

o f t h e i r  previous op in ion  or communication conten t. In te rn a ls ,  however, 

responded more to  the content o f the communication. Externals a lso  

changed more than in te rn a ls  under the high s ta tus  communicator. No 

d if fe re n ce  was found between in te rn a ls  and exte rna ls  in the low s ta tus 

communicator c o n d it io n . Hence, frhe l i t e r a tu r e  ind ica tes  th a t  ex te rna ls

I|_ana (1967) found th a t  the length, com plexity , and obviousness of in te n t  
o f a p re te s t might produce less: op in ion  change a f te r  a communication than 
when a p re te s t  is r e la t iv e ly  sijmple, sh o r t ,  and d isgu ised. R itc h ie  and 
Phares (1969) presented t h e i r  sub jects  w ith  a disguised p re - te s t .  A 
s in g le  u n id i re c t io n a l  argument was used as w e l l .  A fterwards, none of 
the subjects expressed awareness th a t  an in f luence  attempt had occurred.
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are more infIuenceable than in te rn a ls  e sp e c ia l ly  w ith  a high s ta tus  communi

ca to r and low o r  moderate ego-involvement w ith  the issue.

Recently there has been some: controversy regarding j u s t  what the 

l-E Scale is  a c tu a l ly  measuring. Mi re Is (1969) using a sample o f white 

co llege  students found two fa c to rs  in the sca le . One fa c to r  consisted of 

items concerned w ith  one’ s perceived a b i l i t y  to  con tro l the environment. 

Another fa c to r  included statements which examine one’ s perceptions of the 

average person's a b i l i t y  to  con tro l p o l i t i c a l  and world a f f a i r s .  In 

th is  fa c to r  the soc ia l system is  the ta rg e t  o f c o n t ro l .  Thus, a person's 

score may r e f le c t  the so c ia l norms of the group w ith  which he id e n t i f ie s .

A study by Gurin , Gurin, Lao, and B e a tt ie  (1969) w ith  b lack co llege  

students tends to  support th is  fa c to ra l  breakdown. They labe lled  

perceived a b i l i t y  statements as "personal c o n t ro l"  and soc ia l system 

statements as "system mod i f i a b i I i t y ."

Thomas' study (1970) w ith  l e f t -  and r i g h t -  wing student, a c t i v is t s  

a lso  suggests a confounding of fa c to rs  in the l-E Scale. Left-w ing  

a c t i v is t s  scored more e x te rn a l ly  than n o n a c t iv is ts  who in tu rn  scored 

more e x te rn a l ly  than r igh t-w in g  a c t i v is t s .  He in te rp re ts  these re s u lts  

as representing a p o l i t i c a l l y  conservative  bias on the l-E  Scale. Such 

a bias may be a r e f le c t io n  of the System Mod i f i a b i I i t y  fa c to r .  Here, the 

system is not the,source o f soc ia l problems. Students o f the l e f t ,  how

ever, genera lly  be lieve  th a t  the soc ia l system is  a t  f a u l t  f o r  the 

existence o f such maladies as racism, the V ie t  Nam war, e tc .  With these 

a t t i tu d e s  an ind iv idu a l may re je c t  th ird -p e rso n  statements such as, "Most 

m isfortunes are the re s u l t  of lack o f a b i l i t y ,  laziness, ignorance, or 

a I I th  ree ."

Lao (1970) found th a t  the score o f sub jects  who were high in the
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d ire c t io n  o f in te rna l Personal Control was unrelated to  measures of 

c o l le c t iv e  soc ia l a c t ion  in a study o f black co llege  students. The Personal 

Control fa c to r ,  then, does not appear to  be a p re d ic to r  o f soc ia l a c t io n .

On the o ther hand System Mod i f i a b i  I i t y  was re la ted  to  soc ia l a c t io n .

Those who saw a need fo r  the system to  be modified were more involved in 

soc ia l a c t io n .  Consideration of the two con tro l fa c to rs  should be taken 

in to  account when using the I-El sca le , otherw ise, the re s u lts  w i l l  be 

ambiguous.

EFFECTS OF TELEVISION ON ATTITUDE CHANGE

L i t t l e  s c ie n t i f i c  research:has been conducted on the e f fe c ts  of the 

media in  producing a t t i tu d e  change; however, Hovland and Weiss (1967) 

suggest th a t  the mass media, e sp e c ia l ly  te le v is io n ,  tend to  confer a 

sense o f legitimacy on people and events. Te lev is ion  "seems" to  have 

the t r u s t  of the people. They o ften  tend to  accept what is  said on 

te le v is io n .  I t  lends an a i r  o f c r e d ib i I i t y  to  a communication so th a t  one 

may be more e a s ily  influenced (Lerb inger, 1965). Levonian (1967), however, 

reports  th a t  while  op in ion change is  increased immediately a f te r  exposure 

to  an aud ience-ta i lo red  f i lm  such in f luence d iss ipa tes  w ith in  a week.

R itch ie  and Phares (1969) found th a t  the e x te rn a ls ’ i n i t i a l  op in ion 

on an issue d id .n o t  a f fe c t  the amount o f a t t i tu d e  change a f te r  reading a 

w r i t te n  communication contra ry  to  t h e i r  views. S tr ick land  (1970) found 

th a t  in te rna l subjects tended to  e x h ib i t  la te n t  co nd it io n in g  a f te r  a re s t  

o f several days, perhaps the r e s u l t  o f mentally "working through" the 

m ateria l while  external sub jects d id  not d isp lay  th is  behaviour.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Based on Lerb inger’ s (1965!) and Hovland & Weiss’ (1967) suggestion
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th a t  te le v is io n  adds an a i r  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  to  a communication the present 

study attempted to  in ves t iga te  the p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  more a t t i tu d e  change 

occurs w ith  a videotaped communication than w ith  a w r i t te n  communication.

The independent va r ia b le  involved the manipulation o f the medium of 

communication, th a t  is ,  a videotaped and a w r i t te n  communication. I t  has 

been suggested th a t  te le v is io n  (ends an a i r  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  to  a communication 

and external sub jects have beenshown to  be more influenced by c r e d ib i l i t y  

fa c to rs  than in te rn a ls  (Gore, 1962; R itc h ie  & Phares, 1969; S tr ic k la n d ,

1970).

On the basis of the evidence i t  is s p e c i f ic a l ly  predicted th a t  

two main e f fe c ts  w i l l  occur: ( ! )  a t t i t u d e  change w i l l  be g rea te r w ith

te le v is io n  than w ith  the w r i t te h  communication, and (2) external subjects 

w i l l  change th e i r  a t t i tu d e s  more than in te rna l sub jec ts . T h i rd ly ,  there 

w i l l  be an in te ra c t io n  e f fe c t .  I t  is  a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  in te rn a l ly -o r ie n te d  

sub jects  and e x te rn a l ly -o r ie n te d  sub jects w i l l  change d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  

under the w r i t te n  and videotaped cond it ions  but what changes w i l l  occur 

is  not p red ic ta b le  a t  present because there  is  i n s u f f i c ie n t  evidence 

re la t in g  p e rsona l ity  fa c to rs  to : ty p e  o f media in f luence . With respect 

to  the time a t  which a t t i tu d e  change is  measured i t  is  predicted th a t :

4) external subjects w i l l  show $ decrease in the e f fe c t  o f the communication 

a f te r  a re s t  o f several days and hence e x h ib i t  less a t t i tu d e  change on a 

second re te s t  than on a f i r s t  r e te s t ,  5) in te rna l subjects w i l l  show 

g rea te r a t t i tu d e  change on a second re te s t  than immediately a f te r  the 

communication in both cond it ions  as a r e s u l t  o f Mworking w ith "  the materia l 

f o r  several days.
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CHAPTER II 

Method

SUBJECTS

Subjects were drawn from a sample o f 200 male and female students 

in  in troduc to ry  classes a t  the U n ive rs ity  o f Windsor. They were contacted 

by telephone and t h i r t y  sub jec ts  were scheduled fo r  one experimental 

cond it ion  and twenty-n ine were scheduled fo r  the o ther co n d it io n .  There 

were not enough e l ig ib le  £s to  a c t as a d d it io na l £s in case o f poss ib le  

a t t r i t i o n .

MATERIALS

The l-E Scale and a twenty-item  a t t i tu d e  survey concerned w ith  the 

sed it io u s  conspiracy laws o f Canada were administered separa te ly .

The A t t i tu d e  Survey: Each item on the survey was placed by the

student along a s ix  p o in t  l i k e r t - t y p e  scale ranging from "S trong ly  Agree" 

to  "S trong ly  D isagree." There was a paragraph on the f i r s t  page o f the survey 

s ta t in g  the laws regarding se d it io u s  conspiracy, se d it io u s  in te n t io n ,  

exceptions, and punishments quoted from the Criminal Code o f Canada.

Students were d irec ted  to  read th is  very c a re fu l ly  before reading the re s t  

o f  the survey which was said to  co n s is t  o f a se r ies  o f quotes regarding 

se d it io us  conspiracy taken from various p o l i t i c ia n s  and jo u rn a l is ts  over 

the " la s t  several weeks." They were then to ld  to  place the degree of 

t h e i r  agreement or disagreement w ith  each quote along the sca le . Each 

supportive  item had a negative counte rpart item to  te s t  fo r  r e l i a b i l i t y .

There were to  be ten supportive  and ten non-supportive statements. (See 

Appendix A)

10
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The degree o f agreement on a supportive  item was assessed under a 

p o s i t iv e  (+) sign to  in d ic a te a  favourable a t t i tu d e  towards the issue. 

Thus +5 meant "agree s t r o n g ly ! ' (- I ) ,+3 meant "agree moderately" (- 2 ) ,  

and +1 meant "agree s l i g h t l y " ( -  3 ) .  I f  an ind iv idu a l c i r c le d  4, 5, o r 

6 on a negative (non-supportive) item th is  was in te rp re ted  as m ain ta in ing 

a supportive  a t t i tu d e  and the:response was scored as +1 meant " s l i g h t l y  

d iagree" (- 4,)+3 meant "moderately d isagree" (-5 ) +5 meant "s tro n g ly  

d isagree" (- 6. ) On the negative items ( i . e .  expressing an unfavourable 

a t t i tu d e  towards the issue) the degree o f agreement was assessed under 

a negative ( - )  s ign . Hence

1 -  "s tro n g ly  agree" meant -5

2 -  "moderately agree" meant -3

3 -  " s l i g h t l y  agree" meant - I .

I f  an ind iv idua l c i r c le d  4, 5, o r 6 on a supportive  item th is  was in te r -  

preted as mainta in ing an unsupportive a t t i tu d e  and the response was 

scored as

4 " s l i g h t l y  d isagree" meant - I

5 "moderately d isagree" meant -3

6 "s tro n g ly  d isagree" meant -5 .

Thus a score of +1 to  +5 on a :question  suggested support fo r  the issue 

w h ile  a score o f - I  to  -5 ind ica ted  vary ing degree o f non-support.

The supportive  items were # 1 , 4 ,  5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 18.

The n o n - s u p p o r t i v e  i tem s  w e r e : # 2 ,  3 ,  6 ,  8 ,  9 ,  I I ,  13, 17, 19, and 20 .

The a r i th m e t ic  sum of the scopes on the 20 items was ca lcu la ted  fo r  

each person w ith  a poss ib le  range o f +100 suggesting "s trong agreement 

w ith  o r support f o r  the laws regarding se d it io u s  conspiracy to  -100 

suggesting "s trong disagreement" w ith  o r lack o f support fo r  those 

laws.
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Opinion change scores were computed by comparing the d if fe re n ce  

score o f the f i r s t  a d m in is tra t ion  o f the survey w ith  the scores o f the 

f i r s t  re te s t  fo r  the manipulated and con tro l S_s and o f the second re te s t  

f o r  17 o f the maiipu la ted £s.

I f  an ind iv idu a l was less in favour o f the law on the f i r s t  re te s t  

a + (p o s i t iv e )  s ign was used to  c a lcu la te  the d if fe re n ce  score. For 

example i f  a £  scored +28 on the f i r s t  a d m in is tra t io n  and +13 on the 

re te s t  he received a score o f : +15 meaning he was th a t  many po in ts  less 

favourable towards the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws. I f  a £  scored -4 

on the f i r s t  a d m in is tra t ion  and +4 on the re te s t  the d if fe re n ce  score 

was -8 suggesting th a t  he was now mo^e in favour o f the laws.

Then, a Pearson r  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o r re la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  was ca rr ied  

ou t using the d if fe re n ce  scores of the 63 con tro l Ss fo r  the f i r s t  

adm in is tra tion -and  the only re te s t  they took approximately th ree  weeks 

la te r ,  r  had a value o f .87 suggesting th a t  the survey was r e l ia b le  

and th a t  the con tro l Ss maintained r e la t iv e ly  cons is ten t a t t i tu d e s  

which were tapped by the survey. (See Appendix B ) .

The l-E Scale: The l-E  Scale was administered by a male graduate

student o f psychology in October and November, 1970, disguised as 

the Social Reaction Inventory; Because of the c o n f l i c t  regarding the 

two fa c to rs ,  Personal Control and System M o d i f ia b i I i t y  on the l-E Scale, 

a fa c to r  ana lys is  was c a r r ie d o u t  by Minton and Hrycenko (1971). As 

in M i re ls ’ study (1970), two fa c to rs  were found. Nine items had 

loadings on the Personal Control fa c to r .  (See Appendix D). On the 

basis o f these items Ss scored on a n in e -p o in t  sca le . Using a median 

s p l i t  the popula tion was categorized in the in te rna l and external ends 

o f the Personal Control fa c to r  which was used because i t  appears 

to  be concerned w ith  the in d iv id u a l 's  own perceived a b i l i t y  to  con tro l
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h is  environment which corresponds to  R o t te r ’ s i n i t i a l  concept o f what the 

l-E  scale was o r ig in a l l y  designed to  measure.

A p o in t -b is e r ia I  c o r re la t io n  was conducted on the Personal Control 

fa c to r  cons is t ing  o f items #2, 5, I I ,  15, 16, 18, 23, 25, and 28.

(See Appendix D fo r  the actual c o r re la t io n s . )  This c o r re la t io n  was used 

to  provide a measure of the in te rna l consistency of Personal Control 

fa c to r .  There was a sample of 321 students. The p o in t  b is e r ia l  

c o r re la t io n  c o e f f ic ie n t  on each o f the items concerning the Personal 

Control fa c to r  is  a measure o f each item ’ s capacity  to  d isc r im ina te  

between the in te rna l and external Ss. To ca lcu la te  the degrees of 

freedom the formula N-2 (319) was used (Ferguson, 1959). A l l  items were 

s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the .01 level suggesting th a t  these items were h igh ly  

r e l ia b le  when used fo r  the P e rsona lity  Control fa c to r .  (See Appendix D 

f o r  the item c o e f f ic ie n ts ) .

Since there  were nine items, Ss who scored high were l is te d  as 

ex te rna ls  and Ss who scored low ( i . e .  below 50$) were l is te d  as in te rn a ls .  

A score o f nine suggested a h igh;externa I locus of c o n t ro l .  A score o f 

zero suggested a high in te rna l locus o f c o n t ro l .  Ss who scored fou r  or 

below out of the poss ib le  nine were l is te d  as in te rn a ls  w h ile  those who 

scored f iv e  o r above were l is te d ,a s  e x te rn a ls .  A median s p l i t  was 

used.

COMMUNICATION MATERIALS

Based on the items used in the a t t i tu d e  survey on sed it ious  

conspiracy a sh o r t ,  v id eo -ta pe d ,; black and white p resenta tion of
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approximately twelve minutes d u ra t ion  was taped. In i t  the speaker,

Mr. Douglas Sanders, a pro fessor o f law a t  the U n ive rs ity  o f Windsor, c i te d  

the possib le  misuses of. the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws in genera l, as 

applied to  the French-Canadiains in Quebec, and as applied to  supporters 

o f  the Fronte de L ib e ra t io n  du Quebec (FLQ). The same communication was 

a lso  w r i t te n  and presented as' the second co n d it io n .  (See Appendix

PROCEDURE

■A s i tu a t io n  was developed where an in f luence attempt unfavourable 

to  Canada?s sed it io u s  conspiracy laws could take place and a t t i tu d e  

measures could be taken before and a f te r  the attem pt. The in v e s t ig a t io n  

was concerned w ith  the degree o f change among the manipulated in te rna l 

and external £s in each media: co n d it io n .  To maximize the l ike l ih o o d  

of a t t i tu d e  change regardless; o f con d it io n  a high s ta tus  communicator 

was employed. Mr. Douglas Sanders is a fa c u l ty  member o f the U n ive rs ity  

o f Windsor School o f Law. He has worked fo r  the Native Peoples 

Development Fund, published a paper on Native Rights in Canada in 1970, 

held a p r iv a te  law p ra c t ice  fo r  f i v e  years and is  an expert in  the 

area o f Canadian c i v i l  l i b e r t ie s .  The content o f the communication was 

w r i t te n  by Mr. Sanders and was very fa c tu a l con ta in ing  the re levan t 

po in ts  o f law regarding sed it io u s  conspiracy.

Only Ss w ith  a genera l ly  low level o f involvement, e i th e r  fo r  or 

aga ins t the laws, i . e .  from +30 to  -30, on the i n i t i a l  ad m in is tra t io n  

o f the a t t i tu d e  survey were’ selected because they were thought to  be 

more susceptib le  to  op in ion change than those high in involvement 

(Johnson & S c i le p p i,  1969, Vohs & G arre t, 1968). On the basis of 

research (Lana, 1967; R itch ie  & Phares, 1969), Ss regardless of t h e i r
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i n i t i a l  op in ion were presented w ith  a s in g le  un d ire c t io na l argument un

favourable to  the  se d it iou s  conspiracy laws.

The Ss were those who scored above and below the median s p l i t  on 

the d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  the l-E Scale w h ile  a t  the same time expressing 

a s l i g h t l y  favourable or unfavourable op in ion towards the sed it iou s  

conspiracy laws (+30 to  -30) ;as found in the survey on sed it iou s  

conspiracy. Of the 59 poss ib le  Ss h a lf  o f the 1's and E's were 

randomly assigned to  the videotaped co nd it io n  and h a lf  to  the w r i t te n  

c o n d it io n .  An attempt was made to  balance each co n d it io n  fo r  sex.

A f te r  the se le c t io n  of poss ib le  £s there  were no Ss l e f t  to  add to  each 

co nd it io n  to  con tro l fo r  poss ib le  a t t r i t i o n .

The in f luence  attempts occurred e ig h t  days and th i r te e n  days

re sp ec t ive ly  a f te r  the a t t i t u d e  survey was o r ig in a l l y  administered.

Upon f i r s t  a d m in is tra t ion  of the a t t i t u d e  survey by th ree  undergraduate

students in p o l i t i c a l  science on the same day students received the

fo l lo w in g  in s t ru c t io n s :

"This is a survey to  ob ta in  your views on the se d it io u s  
conspiracy laws p resen tly  e x is t in g  in  Canada. We would l ik e  
you to  f i l l  ou t th is  survey to  help us learn your views.
This is p a r t  o f a normative study being administered to  
several Canadian u n iv e r s i t ie s .  On the survey are quotes 
from p o l i t i c ia n s  and jo u rn a l is ts  recorded during the la s t  
several weeks. There is a lso  a s ix -p o in t  scale ranging 
from one, s tro n g ly  agree, to  s ix ,  s tro n g ly  d isagree.
Please c i r c le  the number o f the sca le which most accurate ly  
expresses the degree o f your agreement o r disagreement 
beside each quote.

We would apprecia te i t  i f  you would put your name, student 
ID number, phone number, and c i t iz e n s h ip  on the top r ig h t -  
hand corner o f the f i r s t  page. We would l ik e  to  s tress 
th a t  your re p l ie s  w i l l  be kept in the s t r i c t e s t  o f confidence 
and destroyed a f te r  we have compiled the data.

Please read the e n t i r e  opening paragraph on se d it io u s  
conspiracy before you Ibegin to  read the quotes. Do not
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c i r c le  the appropria te  number beside each quote u n t i l  
you have read th is  opening paragraph.

Some of you w i l l  be randomly asked to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
several extensions o f th is  study w ith in  the next two 
weeks. We would apprecia te your cooperation a t  th a t  
t  i me.

In any event, we sha ll  re tu rn  w i th in  the next th ree  
weeks to  adm in is ter t h is  survey again. I t  is extremely 
important th a t  those of: you who f i l l  i t  ou t today be 
here then. We would apprec ia te  your time and attendance.
Thank you fo r  your time; and coope ra tion ."

The l-E  Scale, administered several months e a r l i e r ,  was computer 

scored by Minton & Hrycenko. ! Out o f a poss ib le  score o f n ine, the 

students who scored fou r o r below on the Personal Control fa c to r  were 

c la s s i f ie d  as having an in te rna l locus o f con tro l o f events which 

happened to  them and those who scored f i v e  or above ind icated an external 

locus o f c o n t ro l .

Then, the scores on the a t t i t u d e  survey on the se d it io u s  conspiracy 

laws were ca lcu la ted  by hand. The scores ranged from -85 to  +78 

w ith  the m a jo r ity  of students! scoring between +30 and -30. Those 

students who scored in the la t t e r  range on the se d it io u s  conspiracy < 

survey and in te rn a l ly  o r  e x te rn a l ly  on the l-E Scale were l is te d  as 

poss ib le  sub jec ts . There were 59 e l i g ib le  Ss w ith  30 f a l l i n g  in the 

in te rna l category and 29 f a l l i n g  w ith in  the exte rnal range. They 

were randomly assigned to  the experimental con d it io n  w ith  15 in te rn a ls  

in  the videotaped and w r i t te n  co nd it io n  w h ile  15 ex te rna ls  were 

randomly assigned to  the videptaped co nd it io n  and 14 ex te rna ls  to  the 

w r i t te n  c o n d it io n . Then four! students majoring in psychology but 

unassociated w ith  the experiment per se were se lected to  telephone 

the poss ib le  Ss two n igh ts  before the in f luence attempts occurred.

The male and female phoning the students fo r  the w r i t te n
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cond it ion  were asked to  c a l l  an in te rna l £  and then an external e tc .  

f o r  balance. They read the fo l lo w in g :

For Written

"A sh o r t  time ago you p a r t ic ip a te d  in a survey which obtained 
your views on the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws presen tly  e x is t in g  
in  Canada. On Thursday, March 18 there  w i l l  be an extension 
o f th a t  survey. We have selected you a t  random. We would 
apprecia te  your attendance so th a t  you can help us learn more
about co llege  s tuden ts ’ views on these laws.

I f  you can a ttend , please go to  room 301, Memorial Hall a t  
4:30 p.m. At the door there w i l l  be a male a ss is ta n t  to  
whom you w i l l  g ive your name. Your attendance w i l l  be 
required fo r  no longer th|an 30 minutes so you should be out 
by f i v e  o 'c lo c k .

We would c e r ta in ly  apprecia te your co-operation as th is  survey
is -be ing  conducted a t  sev;era I Canadian u n iv e r s i t ie s .  We w i l l
inform you o f the purpose: w i th in  two weeks i f  you are in te res ted .

Thank you very much and please be on t im e . ’’

The male and female c a l l in g  the e l i g ib le  students fo r  the videotaped

cond it ion  were a lso asked to  balance t h e i r  c a l l s  and read the fo l lo w in g

to  the i r  £s.

For TV

"A sho rt time ago you p a r t ic ip a te d  in a survey which obtained 
your views on the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws presen tly  e x is t in g  
in  Canada. On Thursday, March 18 there  w i l l  be an extension 
o f th a t  survey. We have selected you a t  random. We would 

. apprecia te  your attendance so th a t  you can help us learn more
about co llege  s tuden ts ’ views on these laws.

I f  you can attend please go to  room 201, Memorial Hall a t  
4:30 p.m. A t the door there  w i l l  be a male a s s is ta n t  to  
whom you w i l l  g ive  your name. Your attendance w i l l  be required
fo r  no longer than 30 minutes so you should be ou t by f i v e
o ’ c lock .

We would c e r ta in ly  apprecia te your co-opera tion  as th is  is a 
survey being conducted a t!seve ra l Canadian u n iv e r s i t ie s .  We 
w i l l  inform you o f the purpose w ith in  two weeks i f  you are 
in te res ted .

Thank you very much and please be on t im e . ”
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The f i r s t  in f luence attempt in both cond it ions  occurred a t  the same 

tim e, a t  4:30 p.m. Thursday, March 18, 197.1. A male student a t  the 

U n ive rs ity  o f Windsor passed out the w r i t te n  communication, read the 

in s t ru c t io n s ,  and passed ou t and co lle c te d  the a t t i tu d e  surveys in the 

w r i t te n  co nd it ion  located in room 301, Memorial Ha l l .  Another male student 

read the in s t ru c t io n s  in the videotaped c o n d it io n , passed ou t the a t t i tu d e  

surveys a t  the end o f the tape and co lle c te d  them when the £s f in ishe d

i n room 201, Memor i a I Ha 11.

In s tru c t io n s  were read in both cond it ions  as fo l lo w s :

,!A sh o rt time ago you p a r t ic ip a te d  in a survey which ob
ta ined your views on the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws p resently  
e x is t in g  in Canada. This is  an extension o f th a t  survey.
At th is  time we would l i ke  to  c o l le c t  some a d d it io na l
data which w i l l  help us to  understand your views more
p re c is e ly . "

A t th is  p o in t  in s t ru c t io n s  d i f fe re d .  For the videotaped cond it ion

they continued:

"Today we are presenting a videotape of another person’ s 
views on the same to p ic . "

The w r i t te n  co nd it io n  received the fo l lo w in g :

"Today we are going to  ask you to  read another person's 
views on the same to p ic . "

A f te r  these statements a l l  S_s received the same a d d it io n a l 

in fo rm ation :

"Douglas Sanders is  p resen tly  a p ro fessor on the teaching 
fa c u l ty  o f the U n ive rs ity  o f Windsor Law School. He 
has a Bachelor of Laws degree from the U n ive rs ity  o f 
A lberta  and a Master o f :Laws degree from the U n ive rs ity  
o f C a I i f o r n ia .

Mr. Sanders had a p r iv a te  p ra c t ice  in Vancouver fo r  f i v e  
years. At t h is  time he iestabIished h imself as an 
a u th o r i ty  on c i v i l  l ib e r t ie s  in Canada w r i t in g  
t re a t is e s  on the M in o r i ty  Rights o f the H u t te r i te s .
He has a lso worked t i r e le s s l y  fo r  the Native People's 
Development Organization in O ntario  and was involved 
in the formation of a re p o r t  ca lle d  "Native  Rights in
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. Canada”  published in 1970. Presently  he is  teaching 
Crim inal Law, C o n s t itu t io n a l Law, and C i v i l  L ib e r t ie s  in 
the Law School a t  th is  U n iv e r s i t y . ”

Again, the in s t ru c t io n s  d i f fe re d  s l i g h t l y .

”A f te r  seeing h is  tape*”  o r " a f t e r  reading h is  s ta tem ents,”
” 1 would l ik e  you to  again ra te  a l l  the statements on the 
survey according to  your views. Thank you fo r  your 
c o -o p e ra t io n .”

A f te r  the in s t ru c t io n s  were read the S_s in room 201 received the v ideo

taped communication and the Ss in room 301 received the same communication 

in w r i t te n  form. Then Ss f i l l e d  ou t the survey on the sed it io u s  con

sp iracy laws again. The S_s in the videotaped communication cond it ion  

re ce ive d ‘ the survey a f te r  the tape was completed. The Ss in the w r i t te n  

co n d it io n  received the survey a f te r  a l l  had f in ish e d  reading the communi

ca t ion  and had looked up a t  the a s s is ta n t .  Both groups gave the surveys 

t o  the ass is ta n ts  on f in is h in g  and then l e f t .

Because only 4 in te rna l sub jects  and 3 external sub jects came to  

the  videotaped co nd it io n  and 4: in te rn a ls  and 6 ex te rna ls  attended the 

w r i t te n  co n d it io n , another in f luence  attempt was scheduled fo r  and 

occurred in the same rooms on Tuesday, March 23 a t  4:30 p.m. The same 

fo u r  people phoned the Ss who had not come and read the same in s t ru c t io n s  

the  n ig h t before the second in f luence  attempt occurred. Two d i f f e r e n t  

male students read the in s t ru c t io n s  to  avoid b ias ing and the in f luence 

attempt was conducted as be fore . This time only one in te rna l sub jec t 

and one external sub jec t attended the  videotaped co nd it io n  whi l e two 

in te rn a ls  and two exte rna ls  attended the w r i t te n  c o n d it io n .

A t t h is  p o in t  i t  was decided to  use the data o f the 23 Ss who 

d id  attend the  in f luence  attempt s ince i t  would not appear to  the 

£s who d id n ’ t  attend th a t  they; were selected " a t  random" i f  telephoned 

a t h i r d  t im e.
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E ight days a f t e r  the second in f luence  attempt occurred the fou r

students who administered the $urvey the f i r s t  time administered the

survey again to  determine whether or not the a t t i tu d e s  o f the con tro l

Ss and manipulated Ss remained un iform . I t  was the second re te s t  fo r  the

manipulated S_s and the f i r s t  re te s t  f o r  the con tro l £s . They received

the fo l lo w in g  in s t ru c t io n s :

"Several weeks ago you f i l l e d  ou t a survey regarding the 
se d it io u s  conspiracy laws in Canada. We have returned a t 
th is  time to  determine i f  any changes o f op in ion  have 
occurred. We would apprecia te i t  i f  you would f i l l  ou t 
the survey as you did before p lac ing your name, e tc .  in 
the appropria te  spaces.

Once again, we ask you to  read the legal d e f in i t io n  of 
sed it io u s  conspiracy before you begin.

Thank you fo r  your time and co -o p e ra t io n ."

The surveys were then analyzed to  determine i f  any s ig n i f i c a n t  

a t t i tu d e  changes regarding the s e d it io u s  conspiracy laws had occurred.

Of the 23 manipulated S_s only 17 were present f o r  t h e i r  second re te s t .

Of the co n tro ls  who f i l l e d  ou t the survey the f i r s t  time 63 f i l l e d  

o u t the f i r s t  and on ly  re te s t  fo r  the con tro l Ss. Hence there  were 

63 con tro l £s and 23 manipulated S_s w ith  17 answering the second re te s t .
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Chapter 111 

Results

The hypotheses o f the study in terms of main e f fe c ts  were th a t  a) 

a t t i tu d e  change would be g rea te r in the videotaped cond it ion  than in the 

w r i t te n  co nd it io n , and th a t  b) ex te rna ls  would show more change than in te rn a ls  

in  e i th e r  co n d it io n . Further i t  was predic ted th a t  c) in te rna l and external 

£s would respond d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  the type o f media used but due to  the 

lack of research the d i re c t io n  o f the responses was not p re d ic ta b le .  

A d d it io n a l ly  d) in te rn a ls  would d isp lay  an increase in a t t i tu d e  change 

a f t e r  a re s t  o f several days, whi l e e) ex te rna ls  would tend to  re ve r t  to  

t h e i r  former op in ion  a f te r  the same re s t  period .

The ce l l  means fo r  each of the manipulated condit ions was computed.

The d if fe re n ce  scores of the manipulated Ss fo r  the f i r s t  a d m in is tra t ion  

o f the a t t i tu d e  survey and the f i r s t  re te s t  w ith  the same survey taken 

immediately a f te r  the in f luence attempt were used as shown in Table I .

TABLE I

Cel l  means in d ic a t in g  a t t i tu d e  change using the 
d if fe re n ce  scores fo r  the i n i t i a l  a dm in is tra t ion  
o f the a t t i tu d e  survey and the f i r s t  r e te s t .

W ritten Videotaped Tota 1

1n te rna1 5.16 21 26.16

Externa 1 28.87 17.25 46.12

Total 34.03 38.25

21
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To determine i f  the hypotheses were borne out a t  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s ig n i f i c a n t  level two analyses of variance were used. In the f i r s t  ANOVA 

the d if fe re n ce  scores o f the 23 :manipulated Ss fo r  the f i r s t  ad m in is tra t ion  

o f the a t t i tu d e  survey and the f i r s t  re te s t  administered immediately a f te r  

the in f luence attempt were used.

As i l l u s t r a te d  in Table 2 the main e f fe c ts  o f both l-E and medium 

o f communication were not s ig n i f i c a n t .

TABLE 2

Summary ta b le  o f IAN0VA using the d if fe re n ce  scores 
of the manipulated sub jects fo r  the f i r s t  admini- 

s t ra t io n  o f the a t t i tu d e  survey and the f i r s t  re te s t .

Source o f V a r ia t io n  Ss d f MS F P

A ( in terna 1-externa 1) 537.84 1 537.84 1.21

B (media) 24.03 1 24.03

AB 1018 JO 1 1 1018.01 2.2 > .0 5

W i th  i n Ce11 8213.47 19 456.30

Thus, the ANOVA in Table 2 revealed th a t  the in te rna l and external 

Ss d id  not change t h e i r  opin ions from each o ther s ig n i f i c a n t ly  when summed 

over videotaped and w r i t te n  communication co n d it io n s . S i mi l a r l y ,  op in ion 

change was not s ig n i f i c a n t  in the videotaped and w r i t te n  communication 

cond it ions when summed across In te rn a ls  and Externa ls . The l-E x 

communication cond it ion  was n o t s i g n i f i c a n t  as we l l ,  but i t  can be seen 

in Table 2 th a t  there  was a trend towards s ig n i f ic a n c e  in th is  in te ra c t io n  

suggesting th a t  the in te rna l and external Ss may have responded d i f f e r 

e n t ia l l y  to  the type o f communication employed, though not to  the p o in t
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o f s ig n i f ic a n c e  as o r ig in a l l y  p re d ic ted . Thus, although s ig n i f ic a n c e  was 

not reached i t  is  necessary to  consider the raw c e l l  means based on the 

d if fe re n ce  scores of the 23 manipulated Ss fo r  the i n i t i a l  t e s t  and the 

f i r s t  re te s t  as shown in Table I .

Numerica lly , the in te rn a ls  had a much lower a t t i tu d e  change score 

(26.16) than the ex te rna ls  (46 .12). In l ig h t  of the large w ith  in -ce l I 

variance (456.30) the mean d if fe rences  between the in te rn a ls  and e x te rna ls , 

though not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t ,  are supportive  o f the hypothesis 

th a t  ex te rna ls  w i l l  be more in f luenceab le , o v e ra l l ,  than the in te rn a ls .  

Numerica lly, the in te rn a ls  in the w r i t te n  cond it ion  changed t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s  

less than the in te rn a ls  who received the videotaped c o n d it io n . This 

was expected to  occur as predicted in the hypotheses. Numerically those 

£s rece iv ing  the videotaped cond it ion  changed more than £s rece iv ing  the 

w r i t te n  cond it ion  as predicted although th is  d if fe re n ce  was not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s ig n i f i c a n t  as revealed by the ANOVA in Table 2. I t  is important to  

re a l iz e  th a t  fourteen Ss received the w r i t te n  communication while  only 

nine £s received the videotaped cond it ion  and ye t a t t i tu d e  change was 

g rea ter fo r  the nine in the video con d it ion  than fo r  the fourteen S_s in 

the  w r i t te n  cond it ion  suggesting: th a t  a videotaped communication may be 

a more potent form of inducing a t t i tu d e  change than a w r i t te n  communication.

A Student t - t e s t  was conducted on the a t t i tu d e  scores of the in te rna l 

and external Ss In the w r i t te n  communication cond it ion  because the 

d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  c e l l  means ( 5 . 1 6  and 28 .8 7  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  was q u i t e  

la rge. This suggested th a t  perhaps in te rn a l and external Ss were 

responding to  the method of communication employed in a d i f f e r e n t ia l  

manner as p red ic ted . The in te rn a ls  appeared to  have been influenced 

less by the w r i t te n  cond it ion  than by the videotaped co nd it io n  while
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exte rna ls  appeared to  be more influenced by the w r i t te n  cond it ion  than 

the in te rn a ls .  The t - t e s t  on th is  la t t e r  cond it ion  ind icated a trend to 

wards s ig n i f ic a n c e  a t  the .10 level ( t  = 2.13, df = 13). Thus, i t  appeared 

th a t  there  was a d i f f e r e n t ia l  e f fe c t  exerted by the w r i t te n  communication 

on the a t t i tu d e s  o f the I ' s  and E's such th a t  ex te rna ls  tend to  change 

t h e i r  a t t i tu d e  in favour o f the w r i t te n  communication to  a g rea te r ex ten t 

than the in te rn a ls .  S ix o f the 23 manipulated S_s did not f i l l  ou t the 

second re te s t .

The c e l l  means using the d if fe re n ce  scores o f the 17 manipulated 

Ss who answered the f i r s t  re te s t  immediately a f te r  the in f luence attempt 

and the second re te s t  a f t e r  a re s t  o f e ig h t  days was computed as shown in 

Table 3.

TABLE 3

Cell means fo r  a t t i tu d e  change using the d i f 
ference scores of the 17 manipulate subjects 
fo r  re te s t  one and re te s t  two.

W ritten Videotaped Total

1n te rna1 .8 1.0 1.8

Externa 1 -7.33 -7.50 -14.83

Tota 1 -6.53 -6.50

An ANOVA shown i n Table 4, using these d if fe re n ce  scores a lso  was

computed to  determine i f  the ex te rna ls  had reverted to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  

op in ion , and, i f  the in te rn a ls  had tended to  change th e i r  a t t i tu d e  fu r th e r  

a f te r  the re s t  in te rva l ( i . e .  S t r ic k la n d ’ s latency e f fe c t )  as predicted 

in  the hypotheses.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



25
: TABLE 4

Summary tab le: o f ANOVA using the d if fe re n ce  
scores o f the: manipulated sub jects fo r  the 
f i r s t  re te s t  and the second re te s t  administered 
  e ig h t  days l a t e r . ______________

Source o f V a r ia t ion Ss df MS F P

A ( in te rn a l-e x te rn a l) 237.84 1 237.84 1.82 > .0 5

B (media) 0 1

AB .12 1

W ith in  Cell ' 1696.6 13 130.5

The ANOVA as shown in Table 5 revealed th a t  the in te rna l and external S_s in 

both communication cond it ions  had not changed t h e i r  op in ions s ig n i f i c a n t ly  

a f t e r  a re s t  in te rva l as p redic ted in the hypotheses.

The c e l l  means in Table 3 reveal th a t ,  num erica lly , the in te rna l 

Ss in both cond it ions maintained a cons is ten t change o f a t t i tu d e  r e la t iv e  

to  the external £s who displayed; a reversal to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  op in ion as 

predicted although th is  reversal was not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t .

The ANOVA in Table 4 reveals a trend towards s ig n i f ic a n c e  among the 

I ' s  and E 's ,  and i t  must be assumed th a t  the large w ith in  c e l l  variance 

as well as the very small sample: s ize  con tr ibu ted  to  the f a i lu r e  to  achieve 

s t a t i s t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  Numerica lly, the hypothesis th a t  E's would 

re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  posit ion : a f t e r  a re s t  in te rva l was borne o u t.

I t  appears, numerically a t  least th a t  the I ' s  were s tab le  in t h e i r  

op in ion change which does not support S tr ic k la n d 's  proposal of a latency 

e f fe c t  among in te rna l Ss.

A tw o - ta i le d  t - t e s t  comparing the d if fe re n ce  scores o f 23 randomly 

selected con tro l £s on the i n i t i a l  survey and th e i r  only re te s t  w ith  the 

d if fe re n ce  scores o f the manipulated £s on the f i r s t  te s t  and the f i r s t
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re te s t ,  whose means were +8.9 and - .0 6  re sp e c t ive ly ,  taken immediately 

a f te r  the in f luence attempt was computed and found to  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the .005 level ( t  = 4.28, d f = 3 /23 ). Hence, although 

p e rsona lity  type and medium of communication did not reach s ig n i f ic a n c e  

w ith in  the samples o f manipulated £s the in f luence attempt per se did a f fe c t  

the a t t i tu d e s  o f the manipulated; S_s in the d ire c t io n  o f the in f luence 

attempt so th a t  they were s ig n i f i c a n t ly  less supportive  o f the se d it io u s  

conspiracy laws than the con tro l Ss who, of course, received no experimental 

manipu la tion .

Another tw o - ta i le d  t - t e s t  compared the d if fe re n ce  scores o f 17 

randomly selected con tro l S_s on the i n i t i a l  survey and t h e i r  only re te s t  

w ith  the d if fe re n ce  scores of the 17 manipulated Ss on the f i r s t  a dm in is tra t ion  

o f the survey and second re te s t  taken w ith  the con tro l Ss e ig h t  days a f te r  

the in f luence attempt. The means fo r  a t t i tu d e  change between the 17 

manipulated Ss and 17 con tro l Ss were 16.71 and -1.59 respec t ive ly  

suggesting th a t  the con tro ls  had become s l ig h t l y  less supportive  w h ile  the 

manipulated Ss were considerably more supportive  now than a t  the time of 

the f i r s t  a d m in is tra t io n . The t - t e s t  was s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the .005 level 

(+ = .291, df = 3/17) suggesting; th a t  the a t t i tu d e  change regarding the 

sed it ious  conspiracy laws was s t i l l  s tab le  among the manipulated Ss a f te r  

an e ig h t day lapse thereby co n tra d ic t in g  the f in d in g s  o f Levonian (1967).

As shown e a r l ie r  in  Table I i t  appears th a t  in te rn a l £s were 

influenced more by the  videotaped than by the w r i t te n  communication w h ile  

the ex te rna ls  appeared to  be influenced under both communication co n d it io n s .

The re s u lts  o f t h is  study were, however, markedly a ffec ted  by the 

w ith in  c e l l  variance, a s i tu a t io n  probably created by the very small 

samples used in each cond it ion  which could not be adequately c o n tro l le d  

beforehand.
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Thus, the hypotheses were not borne ou t a t  a s t a t i s t i c a l  level of 

s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  though fou r o f the p re d ic t io n s  were borne ou t num erica lly .

Numerically, a t t i tu d e  change was g rea te r in the videotaped cond it ion  

than in the w r i t te n  cond it ion  as p re d ic t io n  but th is  did not reach s t a t i s t i c a l  

s ig n i f ic a n c e .  As w e l l ,  external £s appeared to  be more infIuenceable  o ve ra l l  

than in te rna l Ss was once again not s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t .

The external S_s did not maintain a con s is ten t change o f a t t i t u d e  but 

tended to  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  op in ion  numerica lly  a f te r  a re s t  in te rva l 

as p red ic ted . Contrary to  expecta tion  the in te rna l Ss appeared to  maintain 

a cons is ten t a t t i tu d e  a f te r  the same re s t  period .

A s t a t i s t i c a l  trend a t  the .10 level suggest th a t  in te rna l and 

external Ss respond d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  the same medium of communication. 

Although th is  did not achieve s ig n i f ic a n c e  in the ANOVA in Table 3 a t - t e s t  

revealed th a t  In terna l £s tended to  r e s is t  an in f luence attempt v ia  a 

w r i t te n  communication to  a g rea ter degree than external Ss rece iv ing  the 

same w r i t te n  communication.

Thus, I ' s  and E's appear to  respond d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  the same medium 

o f communication as well as to  d i f f e r e n t  media o f communication. As Table 

I suggests i t  appears th a t  both I Ts and E's respond favourably to  an 

in f luence attempt de live red  in a; videotape w h ile  on ly E's respond favourably 

to  the same communication de live red  in a w r i t te n  form.
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CHAPTER IV 

Discussion and Conclusions 

The s t a t i s t i c a l  ana lys is  o f the re s u lts  did not genera l ly  support the 

hypotheses of the s tudy. This can be a t t r ib u te d  in p a r t  to  the large 

w ith in  c e l l  variance created by the small sample s ize  employed. I t  is  

poss ib le  th a t  due to  the very small sample s ize  the re s u lts ,  o r  sample 

i t s e l f ,  was not rep resen ta tive  o f the general popu la tion . A smaller 

a t t r i t i o n  ra te  might have produced d i f f e r e n t  re s u l ts .  The question a lso 

a r ises  as to  whether those Ss who did p a r t ic ip a te  were already in favour 

o f the issue discussed, a lb e i t  not s t ro n g ly .

The numerical re s u lts ,  however, do suggest th a t  external £s are 

more in f  Iuenceable than in te rna l Ss e sp e c ia l ly  in the w r i t te n  communi

ca t ion  cond it ion  (28.87 and 5.16 

in te rna l and external Ss respond

re s p e c t iv e ly ) .  The hypothesis th a t  

d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  the type o f media 

used received some support. In te rna ls  tended to  be more re s is ta n t  to  a 

change o f a t t i t u d e  v ia  a w r i t te n  cond it ion  than exte rna ls  (.10 level of 

s ig n i f ic a n c e ) .  Both I ' s  and E 's , however, appear to  be influenced by 

a videotaped communication.

The re s u lts  a lso  provided support, numerica lly  a t  leas t,  f o r  the 

hypothesis th a t  ex te rna ls  do not maintain a cons is ten t change of 

a t t i t u d e  a f te r  an in f luence  attempt but tend to  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  

op in ion as suggested by Levoniart (1967). Contrary to  both S tr ic k la n d 's  

(1970) f in d in g  o f a latency e f fe c t  among in te rn a ls  and Levonian's (1967) 

f in d in g s  th a t  Ss re v e r t  to  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  op in ion a f te r  a time lapse 

the in te rna l Ss tended to  d isp lay  a cons is ten t change o f a t t i t u d e .  

Further, In te rna ls  appeared to  be much more influenced by the videotaped

28
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communication than by the  w r i t te n  cond it ion  suggesting th a t  videotape may 

be a more potent medium fo r  in f lue nc ing  in d iv id u a ls  than a w r i t te n  

communication such as a newspaper. This would tend to  support Hovland 

and Weiss' (1967) and Lerbinger and S u l l iv a n 's  (1965) contention th a t  

te le v is io n  lends an a i r  o f c r e d ib i l i t y  to  a message and possesses a 

persona liz ing  e f fe c t  th a t  a w r i t te n  communication does not have. I t  

does appear th a t  E's are in f luenceab le  under both types o f communication 

cond it ions w h ile  in te rn a ls  respond more to  videotaped than to  w r i t te n  

communications supporting the hypothesis th a t  1's  and E's respond 

d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  media. F u rthe r, ex te rna ls  may need constant in formation 

o r they w i l l  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  op in ion as found in th is  study who 

I ' s  who change th e i r  a t t i t u d e  tend to  maintain th is  change even w ithou t 

fu r th e r  in formation to  support th is  change. Thus i t  appears th a t  I ' s 

respond d is c r im in a t iv e ly  and co n s is te n t ly  w h ile  E's tend to  respond to  new 

information qu ick ly  bu t tend to  fo rg e t  q u ick ly  as w e l l .

Another important fa c t  a lso  emerged. An in f luence attempt regardless 

o f communication c o n d it io n , i . e .  channel o f message transm ission and 

rece ive r p e rsona l ity  t r a i t s ,  does produce a change of a t t i t u d e  in the 

d ire c t io n  o f the in f luence  attempt th a t  d i f f e r s  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  from 

in d iv id u a ls  who rece ive no in f luence  a ttem pt. Th is , o f course, is  in 

l in e  w ith  the work o f Hovland, Lumsdaine, and S h e ff ie ld  (1967), Rosenow 

(1967), and Abelson (1959). That a f a c t - f i l l e d  message and a h igh- 

p res t ige  communicator produced a t t i tu d e  change among the receivers 

would tend to  support the f in d in g s  o f R itc h ie  and Phares (1969).

The fa c t  th a t  in te rna l Ss appeared to  maintain a cons is ten t change 

of a t t i tu d e  while  externa! £s tended to  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  previous 

opinions could poss ib ly  be applied to  Abe I son's f in d in g s  (1959) th a t
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one-sided arguments accomp!ish on ly temporary op in ion change. I f  in 

s im i la r  s tud ies Ss are determined to  be in te rn a l ly  o r e x te rn a l ly  orien ted  

in advance i t  is poss ib le  th a t  only e x te rn a l ly  o r ien ted  £s would tend to  

re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  op in ion  a f te r  a time lapse w h ile  in te rna l Ss 

would tend to  maintain a r e la t iv e ly  cons is ten t change o f a t t i tu d e  as a 

r e s u l t  o f the one-sided presenta tion  as th is  study suggests.

The re s u lts  of the study a lso  re in fo rc e  the f in d in g s  o f Abe I son 

(1959) and Hovland and Janis (1959) th a t  conclusions sta ted most e x p l i c i t l y  

and ra t io n a l fac tua l arguments are the most e f fe c t iv e  in producing a 

change o f a t t i t u d e .

The-Ss a va ila b le  fo r  th is  study were determined to  be of low or 

moderate ego-involvement regarding the to p ic  fo r  a t t i tu d e  change.

The h igh ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  change of a t t i tu d e  in favour o f both forms o f the 

communication compared to  the con tro l Ss (.005) lends strong support 

to  the f in d in g s  o f Vohs and G a rre t t  (1970) th a t  £s less involved w ith  

a to p ic  are less re s is te n t  to  change. These f in d in g s  might have'been 

more d e f in i t i v e  had subjects high in ego-involvement been used. This 

was not poss ib le  due to  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  in matching a t t i tu d e s  w ith  

the l-E p e rson a l ity  fa c to r .  Thus, a la rger sample o f approximately 

600 to  750 persons might have been advantageous to  th is  study.

In l in e  w ith  the work o f R itc h ie  & Phares (1969) the fa c t  th a t  

a h igh -s ta tus  communicator perceived as an expert in h is  f i e ld  was 

used may have con tr ibu ted  q u ite  heav ily  to  the ex ten t o f a t t i tu d e  

change among the manipulated Ss: but t h is  cannot be determined in any 

c le a r -c u t  fash ion . To assess how e f fe c t iv e  the communicator a c tu a l ly  

was would necessita te  the use o f a h igh -s ta tus  communicator t ra n s m it t in g  

a message v ia  the two media (w r i t te n  and te le v is io n )  and a low-status 

communicator as w e l l .  This may be very important in determining how
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messages are received across mqdia and has tremendous import f o r  the 

work o f McLuhan (1970) who suggests th a t  the same communicators are 

received d i f f e r e n t ly  depending on the media used.

The re su lts  o f th is  study|do not support the suggestion by 

S tr ick lan d  (1970) th a t  I ' s  tend to  e x h ib i t  a latency e f fe c t  re s u lt in g  

in g rea ter a t t i tu d e  change a f te r  a re s t  in te rva l as a r e s u l t  of "working 

w ith "  the m a te r ia l .  Rather, 1 *s tend to  respond d is c r im in a t iv e ly  to  the 

m ateria l presented and then maintain a t t i tu d e  changes which may occur 

despite  a re s t  in te r v a l .  This suggests th a t  in te rn a ls  may requ ire  less 

continuous information from the environment to  maintain a change of 

a t t i tu d e - th a n  e x te rn a ls .  As w e l l ,  the re s u lts  suggest th a t  in te rn a ls  are 

more d is c r im in a t iv e  of media in terms of t h e i r  responses than are e x te r

nal ly -o r ie n te d  in d iv id u a ls  who appear to  be influenced by a l l  types 

o f media.

The f ind in gs  o f Levonian (1967) concerned w ith  the temporary op in ion 

change o f Ss rece iv ing  ta ilo r-m ade f i lm s  are a lso  challenged. Whereas 

he f in d s  th a t  Ss rece iv ing  a f i lm  designed to  in f luence  th e i r  a t t i tu d e s  

tend to  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  previoqs op in ion a f te r  a re s t  in te rva l th is  

study suggests th a t  i f  £s are selected as in te rn a l ly  or e x te rn a l ly -  

o r ien ted  i t  w i l l  be found th a t  only E's re v e r t  to  t h e i r  previous op in ion 

w h ile  I ' s  maintain a cons is ten t change of a t t i t u d e .

There was a lso  support fo r  the work of R itch ie  & Phares (1969) in 

th a t  ex te rna ls  respond favourably to  a communication w r i t te n  by a h igh- 

s ta tus  communicator to  a s ig n i f i c a n t ly  g rea te r degree (.10) than 

in te rna l £s.

I f  t h is  study were to  be run under ideal cond it ions  and the 

hypotheses were v e r i f ie d  one might be able to  generate fu r th e r  hypotheses
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regarding how much te le v is io n  e sp e c ia l ly  in the form of a newcast 

commentary can sway the a t t i tu d e s  Of the general p u b l ic .  I t  is  esp ec ia l ly  

important to  re a l iz e  th a t  even w ith  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered in th is  

experiment, the manipulated Ss responded favourably to  the communication 

and changed t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s  ra th e r  d ram a tica l ly  r e la t iv e  to  the con tro l 

Ss. How much then is  the a t t i t u d e  o f the general publ'ic regarding 

present-day events swayed by the newspapers they read and the te le v is io n  

newscasts and documentaries they watch? How do the c o n f l ic t in g  view

po in ts  taken by the newspapers and te le v is io n  networks in f luence the 

average man who must s e le c t from among these? Could th is  poss ib ly  be a 

c o n tr ib u t in g  cause to  the increasing neuro tic  and psychotic  breaks w ith in  

our s o c ie ty .

These are questions b a s ic a l ly  unanswered and ye t we must search 

to  understand and deal w ith  the tremendous potency o f the te le v is io n ,  

rad io , and w r i t te n  media th a t  today shape men's minds.

The question o f how in d iv id u a ls  respond to  the media has been 

la rge ly  untapped. I t  seems th a t  p e rson a l i ty  fa c to rs  are emerged 

suggesting th a t  in d iv id u a ls  respond d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  the same media.

Future s tud ies should deal in developing and exp lo r ing  these 

p e rson a l ity  fa c to rs  such as in te rna l and external o r ie n ta t io n .

I f  th is  study were to  be re p lica te d  i t  would be essentia l th a t  

la rger treatment c e l l  s izes be employed, p re fe rab ly  15 £s per c e l l  

w ith  3 ex tra  S_s per c e l l  to  account fo r  poss ib le  a t t r i t i o n .  I t  is  q u ite  

poss ib le  th a t  the hypotheses of th is  study would then be v e r i f ie d .  I f  

the hypotheses were borne out i t  would then be log ica l to  expand th is  

study to  include the e f fe c ts  o f rad io  as well as te le v is io n  and a 

w r i t te n  communication on in te rna l and external Ss. The f i e ld  o f media
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in f luence on d i f f e r e n t  p e rso n a l i ty  types is s t i l l  an untapped source of 

s c i e n t i f i c  research which has much to  c o n tr ib u te  to  man’ s knowledge of 

h im se lf .

In summary, fac tua l communications which were ide n t ica l but which 

were communicated e i th e r  by videotape or in w r i t te n  form by a high 

p re s t ige  communicator were presented to  groups o f in te rn a l ly  and e x te rn a l ly  

o r ien ted  £s in order to  in f luence  t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s .  There was no s t a t i s 

t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  but num erica lly , external £s changed more in response 

to  the communications ove ra l l  than did in te rna l Ss. As w e l l ,  external 

Ss rece iv ing  the w r i t te n  communication tended to  change t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s  

to  a g rea te r degree ( .10) than in te rn a ls  rece iv ing  the same w r i t te n  

communication.

F u rthe r, the external Ss’ a t t i tu d e  tended to  re v e r t  to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  

op in ion w h ile  I ’ s remained s tab le  a f te r  a re s t  in te rva l of e ig h t  days. 

Videotape appears to  be a more potent method o f communicating a message 

than a w r i t te n  communication. I t  would a lso  appear th a t  E's are 

more persuasable than I ' s  but th a t  t h e i r  changes o f a t t i tu d e  tend to  

d iss ip a te  over time w h ile  I ' s  remain s ta b le .  I t  a lso  appears as 

p red ic ted , th a t  I ' s  and E’ s respond d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  to  media. Both I ' s  

and E's respond favourably to  a videotaped communication but only E’ s 

respond favourably to  a w r i t te n  communication w h ile  I ' s  tend to  r e s is t  

suggesting th a t  videotape is  a more po ten t medium of communication.

The f a i lu r e  to  achieve s t a t i s t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  fo r  most o f the 

hypotheses was a t t r ib u te d  to  large w i th in  c e l l  variance created by the 

small sample s ize . Furthermore, the small sample s ize  may a lso  have made 

the sample unrepresentative o f the general popu la tion .
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THE MINTON-STARR SURVEY ON SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY

NAME:
STUDENT ID NUMBER:
PHONE:
NATIONALITY:

The fo l lo w in g  is an exerpt on " s e d i t io n "  from the Criminal 
code o f Canada. Please read i t  very c a re fu l ly :

S. 60(3) A "se d it io u s  conspiracy" is  an agreement between two or more persons 
to  ca rry  ou t a "se d it io u s  in te n t io n . "

S. 60(4) W ithout l im i t in g  the g e n e ra l i ty  o f the meaning o f the expression 
"se d it io u s  in te n t io n " ,  everyone sh a ll  be presumed to  have a se d it io us  
in te n t io n  who a) teaches or advocates, o r

• _ b) publishes or c i rc u la te s  any w r i t in g  th a t  advocates the 
use w ithou t the a u th o r i ty  o f law, o f fo rce  as a means of accomplishing a 
government change w ith in  Canada.

S. 61 E x c e p t io n . . . . .  No person sha ll  be deemed to  have a se d it io u s  In
te n t io n  by reason only th a t  he in te n d s . . . .

a) to  show th a t  Her Majesty has been mislead or mistaken in her 
measures

b) to  p o in t  out e rro rs  or defects in
i )  the government or c o n s t i tu t io n  o f Canada or a province

i i )  the Parliament o f Canada o r the le g is la tu re  o f a 
province, or 

i i i )  the a d m in is tra t ion  o f j u s t ic e  in Canada
c) to  procure, by lawful means, the a l te ra t io n  o f any matter 

o f government in  Canada
d) to  p o in t  ou t, fo r  the purpose of removal, matters th a t  pro

duce or tend to  produce fe e l in g s  o f h o s t i l i t y  and i l l - w i l l  
between the d i f f e r e n t  classes o f persons in Canada.

S. 62 Punishment Everyone who
a) speaks sed it io us  words
b) publishes a sed it io u s  l i b e l ,  or
c) is  a party to  a se d it io u s  conspiracy is

g u i l t y  of an in d ic ta b le  offence and is l ia b le  to  imprisonment fo r  fourteen 
years.
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Please read each statement and decide how much you agree or 
d isagree according to  the sca le below. C irc le  the number th a t  
most corresponds to  your fe e l in g  beside each statement.

s t ro n g ly  moderately s l i g h t l y  s l i g h t l y  moderately s tron g ly
agree agree agree disagree disagree disagree

1 2  3 4 5 6

1) Only those who have openly t r i e d  to  destroy Canada are
being charged w ith  se d it io u s  conspiracy. I 2 3 4 5 6

2) French-Canadians in Quebec have been exp lo ited  by
English domination fo r  decades. 1 2  3 4 5 6

3) The sed it io u s  conspiracy laws are too vague to
charge anyone w ith  such a crime. 1 2  3 4 5 6

4) The se d it iou s  conspiracy laws provide our democratic 
so c ie ty  w ith  a la s t -d i t c h  too l to  preserve freedom
aga inst anarch is ts  who might t r y  to  destroy us. 1 2  3 4 5 6

5) French-Canadians should be forced to  ca rry  specia l 
id e n t i ty  cards so th e i r  whereabouts can be checked
a t  a 11 t im e s . 1 2  3 4 5 6

6) The Canadian government uses the s e d it io u s  conspiracy
law as a p o l i t i c a l  weapon. 1 2  3 4 5 6

7) Because the FLQ is  an outlaw o rgan iza tion  w ithou t 
aims, w ithou t guidance, and w ith o u t any reasonable 
ideas whatsoever, i t  ought to  be abolished in the
most expedient manner p oss ib le . I 2 3 4 5 6

8) One can sympathize w ith  the FLQ when one understands 
the d is c r im in a t io n ,  i l l e g a l  a r re s ts ,  and i l le g a l  
p r ison  confinements they have su ffe red  under the
Quebec government. 1 2  3 4 5 6

9) The charge o f sed it iou s  conspiracy aga inst supporters 
o f the FLQ was' an attempt to  remove them from the
p u b l ic  eye so th a t  they w ou ldn 't  gain support. I 2 3 4 5 6

10) I th in k  the s o l ic i to r -g e n e ra I  o f Canada should use 
the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws aga ins t the French in
Quebec. 1 2  3 4 5 6

11) I f  we continue to  use the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws 
aga inst French-Canadians we are tak ing  a major step
towards a fa s c is t i c  s ta te  in Canada. I 2 3 4 5 6

12) I be lieve  th a t  the government fs j u s t i f i e d  in  char
ging supporters o f the FLQ w ith  se d it io u s  conspiracy. I 2 3 4 5 6
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s tro n g ly  moderately s l i g h t l y  s l i g h t l y  moderately 
agree__________ agree________ agree_______ disagree_____disagree

13) With the sed it iou s  conspiracy laws in existence a person could
be imprisoned ju s t  because he does not support the federal
government and says so p u b l ic ly .

14) The sed it ious  conspiracy laws are saving Canada from the 
n u ts .

15) The se d it io us  conspiracy laws are essentia l to  p ro te c t 
Canadians from the FLQ and i t s  supporters .

16) I be lieve  th a t  the government takes care to  see th a t
the se d it io u s  conspiracy laws are not applied to  
innocent c i t iz e n s .

17) The se d it io u s  conspiracy laws should not be used 
aga ins t p o l i t i c a l  d issenters who have committed no 
physical acts of v io lence .

18) The FLQ is  composed o f unprinc ip led  anarch is ts  in te n t  
on destroying Canada.

19) With laws such as sed it io u s  conspiracy in existence
a person takes a serious r is k  when he openly c r i t i c i z e s  
the government.

20) I be lieve  th a t  supporters o f the FLQ have leg it im a te  
comp I a i n ts .

strong Iy 
d isagree

1 2  3 4 5 6 

1 2  3 4 5 6 

1 2  3 4 5 6

1 2  3 4 5 6

1 2  3 4 5 6 

I 2 3 4 5 6

1 2  3 4 5 6 

1 2  3 4 5 6
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SOCIAL REACTION INVENTORY

This is  a questionna ire  to  f in d  ou t the way in which c e r ta in  important 

events in our soc ie ty  a f fe c t  d i f f e r e n t  people. Each item cons is ts  of a p a ir  

o f a l te rn a t iv e s  le tte red  £  or b_. Please s e le c t  the one statement o f each 

p a ir  (and only one) which you more s tro n g ly  be lieve to  be the case as fa r  as 

you’ re concerned. Be sure to  s e le c t  the one you a c tu a l ly  be I ieve  to  be more 

t ru e  ra the r than the one you th in k  you should choose or the one you would l ik e  

to  be t ru e .  This is a measure o f personal b e l ie f .  Obviously there  are no 

r i g h t  o r  wrong answers.

Your answers to  the items on th is  inventoy are to  be recorded on the 

separate answer sheet which has been passed ou t.  FILL OUT THIS ANSWER SHEET 

NOW. P r in t  your id e n t i f i c a t io n  number on the answer sheet, then f in is h  reading 

these d ire c t io n s .  Do not open the book le t u n t i l  you are to ld  to  do so.

Please answer these items c a re tu I ly  but do not spend too much time on 

any one item. Be sure to  f in d  an answer fo r  every choice. Find the number of 

the item on. the answer sheet and blacken the space under the le t t e r  which 

corresponds to  the statement you choose as most t ru e .

In some instances you may d iscover th a t  you be lieve  both statements or 

n e ithe r  one. In such cases, be sure to  s e le c t  the one you more s tro ng ly  

be lieve  to  be the case as fa r  as you’ re concerned. Also t r y  to  respond to  

each item independently when making your choice; do not be influenced by 

your previous choices.

REMEMBER

Select th a t  a l te rn a t iv e  which you persona lly  be lieve  to  be more t r u e .
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\_ more strong Iy be! ieve t h a t :

1. a. Child ren get in to  t ro u b le  because th e i r  parents punish them too
much.

b. The t ro u b le  w ith  most ch i ld re n  nowadays is  th a t  t h e i r  parents are
too each w ith  them.

2. a . Many o f the unhappy th ings in people 's l ive s  are p a r t ly  due to
bad luck.

b. People's m isfortunes r e s u l t  from the mistakes they make.

3. a. One o f the major reasons why we have wars is  because people d o n 't
take enough in te re s t  in p o l i t i c s .

b. There w i l l  always be wars, no matter how hard people t r y  to
prevent them.

4. a. In the long run people ge t the respect they deserve in th is  world .

b. U nfo rtuna te ly , an in d iv id u a l ’ s worth o ften  passes unrecognized no
matter how hard he t r i e s .

5. a. The idea th a t  teachers are u n fa i r  to  students is  nonsense.

b. Most students don’ t  re a l iz e  the ex ten t to  which t h e i r  grades are
influenced by acc identa l happenings.

6. a. Without the r ig h t  breaks one cannot be an e f fe c t iv e  leader.

b . Capable people who f a i l  to  become leaders have not taken advantage
of t h e i r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

7. a. No matter how hard you t r y  some people ju s t  d o n ' t  l ik e  you.

b. People who c a n 't  get others to  l ik e  them, d o n 't  understand how
. t o  get along w ith  o the rs .

8. a . Heredity plays the major ro le  in  determining one's p e rs o n a l i ty .

b. I t  is one’ s experiences in l i f e  which determine what th e y 're  l ik e .

9. a. I have o ften  found th a t  what is  going to  happen w i l l  happen.

b. T rus ting  to  fa te  has never turned ou t as well f o r  me as making a
decis ion to  take a d e f in i te  course o f a c t io n .
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I more s tro n g ly  be lieve  th a t :

10. a . In the case o f the w ell-prepared student the re  is ra re ly  i f  ever
such a th ing  as an u n fa ir  t e s t .

b. Many times exam questions tend to  be so unrelated to  course work,
th a t  studying is  r e a l ly  useless.

11. a. Becoming a success is a matter o f hard work, luck has l i t t l e  or
nothing to  do w ith  i t .

b. G e tt ing  a good job depends mainly on being in the r ig h t  place
a t the r ig h t  t im e.

12. a. The average c i t i z e n  .can have an in f luence  in government dec is ions .

b. This world is  run by the few people in power, and there  is not much 
the l i t t l e  guy can do about i t .

13. a. When I make plans, I am almost c e r ta in  th a t  I can make them work.

b. I t  ijs not always wise to  plan too  fa r  ahead because many th ings  tu rn
ou t to  be a matter o f good o r  bad fo r tun e  anyhow.

14. a. There are c e r ta in  people who are j u s t  no good, 

b. There is  some good in everybody.

15. a. In my case g e t t in g  what I want has l i t t l e  or nothing to  do w ith  luck, 

b. Many times we might j u s t  as w ell decide what to  do by f l ip p in g  a co in .

16. a. Who gets to  be the boss o fte n  depends on who was lucky enough to  be
in the r ig h t  place f i r s t .

b. G e tt ing  people to  do the r ig h t  th in g  depends upon a b i l i t y ,  luck has
l i t t l e  o r  nothing to  do w ith  i t .

17. a. As fa r  as world a f f a i r s  are concerned, most of us are the v ic t im s  of
forces we can ne ithe r  understand, nor c o n t ro l .

b. By tak ing  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l a f f a i r s  the people
can con tro l world events.

18. a. Most people don’ t  re a l iz e  the ex ten t to  which t h e i r  l ives  are con
t r o l le d  by acc idetna l happenings.

b. There re a l ly  is  no such th in g  as ’Muck".

19. a. One should always be w i l l i n g  to  admit h is  mistakes, 

b . I t  is  usua lly  best to  cover up one’ s mistakes.
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_i_ more

20. a 

b

21. a 

b

22. a 

b

23. a 

b

24. a 

b

25. a 

b

26. a 

b

27. a 

b

28. a 

b

29. a 

b

46

s trong ly  be lieve  th a t :

I t  is  hard to  know whether o r  not a person re a l ly  l ikes  you.

How many fr ien ds  you have depends upon how nice a person you are .

In the long run the bad th ings  th a t  happen to  us are balanced by 
the good ones.

Most m isfortunes are the r e s u l t  o f lack o f a b i I i t y , . ignorance, 
laz iness, o r  a l l  th ree .

With enough e f f o r t  we can wipe ou t p o l i t i c a l  c o rru p t io n .

I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  people to  have much con tro l over the th ings 
p o l i t i c ia n s  do in o f f i c e .

Sometimes I c a n ' t  understand how teachers a r r iv e  a t  the grades 
they g ive .

There is  a d i r e c t  connection between how hard I study and the grades 
I ge t.

A good leader expects people to  decide fo r  themselves what they 
should do.

A good leader makes i t  c le a r  to  everybody what t h e i r  jobs are .

Many times I fee l th a t  I have l i t t l e  in f luence  over the th ings th a t  
happen to  me.

I t  is impossible fo r  me to  be lieve  th a t  chance o r luck plays an 
important ro le  in  my l i f e .

People are lonely because they d o n 't  t r y  to  be f r ie n d ly .

There's not much use in t r y in g  too hard to  please people, i f  they 
l ik e  you, they l ik e  you.

There is too much emphasis on a th le t ic s  in high school.

Team sports are an e xc e l le n t  way to  b u ild  charac ter.

What happens to  me is my own doing.

Sometimes I fee l th a t  I d o n 't  have enough con tro l over the d ire c t io n  
my I i f e  is ta k i  ng.

Most o f the time I c a n ' t  understand why p o l i t i c ia n s  behave the way 
they do.

In the long run the people are responsib le fo r  bad government on a 
nationa l as well as on a local le v e l .
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COMMENTARY ON THE SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY LAWS IN

‘ CANADA

On February 13th Mr. Ju s t ice  Roger Ouimet quashed the charges 

o f sed it iou s  conspiracy which were la id  aga inst Michel Chartrand, Robert 

Lemieux, Jacque Larue-Langlo is, P ie rre  V a l l ie re s  and Charles Gagnon.

To many th is  a c t io n  may seem a v in d ic a t io n  o f the legal system. The 

charges were extremely broad. The co u rt acted to  p ro te c t the r ig h ts  o f

the 5 in the face o f d is tu rb in g ly  emprecise charges. Moreover th is  

a c t ion  fo llowed the a c q u i t ta l  o f a young s e p a ra t is t  on a charge o f

pub lish ing  a se d it io u s  l i b e l .  The young man had w r i t te n  in  a school note

book some ra th e r  e laborate  plans fo r  re c o n s t i tu t in g  the p o l i t i c a l  order in 

Quebec. He gave the notebook to  a f r ie n d  o f h is  to  read. The ac t of 

handing i t  over to  somebody e lse to  read was the "p u b l ish in g "  and the 

words in the notebook were a lleged to  be s e d it io u s .  That charge was 

thrown o u t .  The notes were held to  be the fa n c i fu l  and utopian p ro je c t io n s  

o f a young ra d ic a l .  They could hardly be taken a t  face va lue .

I suggest th a t  these two inc idents  do not represent a v in d ic a t io n  

o f the legal system, but demonstrate ra th e r  g ra p h ic a l ly  how the vague 

laws re la t in g  to  s e d it io n  can be used to  in h ib i t  p o l i t i c a l  advocacy.

The fa c t  th a t  Chartrand, Gagnon, V a l l ie re s  and the others had the 

charges dismissed does not erase the fa c t  th a t  they were charged, and 

were put in jeopardy. They have been subjected to  de ten tion  and a t 

leas t the beginnings o f a t r i a l .  The charge th a t  was la id  aga ins t the 

f i v e  was th a t  they had been g u i l t y  o f se d it io u s  conspiracy between 

January 1st, 1968 and October 16th, 1970. Michel Chartrand mockingly
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responded th a t  the charge should have read between 1938 and 1970. This 

was a grab-bag kind of charge. The Crown prosecutor could attempt to  

throw in everyth ing th a t  he can f in d  about the p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  of 

the 5 over a period o f almost 3 years. The Crown prosecutor would t r y  

to  convince the co u rt th a t  there  was a pa tte rn  invo lv ing  some co l la b o ra t io n  

by the f i v e ,  and th a t  the end goal o f th is  a c t i v i t y  was to  ca rry  out 

a se d it io u s  in te n t io n .  C urious ly  the Crim inal Code of Canada never 

defines what se d it io u s  in te n t io n  means. I t  s imply s ta tes  th a t  everyone 

sha ll  be presumed to  have a se d it io u s  in te n t io n  who e i th e r  teaches or 

advocates, or publishes or c i r c u la te s  any w r i t in g  th a t  advocates the 

use o f fo rce  as a means o f accomplishing a governmental change in Canada.

A conspiracy is  a p lo t t in g  or planning to  commit a crime. One person 

cannot be g u i l t y  o f conspiracy. The conspiracy laws themselves have 

been o ften  c r i t i c i s e d  on the basis th a t  one person may plan an a c t i v i t y  

which would be i l l e g a l ,  but i f  the person never c a rr ie s  ou t the plan 

he is  not sub jec t to  c r im ina l p rosecution . However, i f  two people do 

the very same th in g ,  and a lso  never carry  ou t the c r im ina l a c t i v i t y  

they are g u i l t y  o f a c r im ina l o ffence , the offence o f conspiracy.

Conspiracy is  a group o ffence . Conspiracy is  a ra the r anomalous section  

o f  our c r im ina l law. With se d it io u s  conspiracy we see the vagueness 

of the conspiracy section  t ie d  in to  the vagueness o f the sed it iou s  

in te n t io n  portions o f the code. I t ,  th e re fo re , becomes an offence fo r  

two or more persons to  plan the ca rry ing  out o f a se d it io u s  in te n t io n  

(and i t  w i l l  be presumed th a t  they have a se d it iou s  in te n t io n  i f  they 

advocate the use o f fo rce  as a means of accomplishing governmental 

change w ith in  Canada). I f  two people plan to  espouse the p o l i t i c a l  

philosophy o f the American Dec la ra tion  of Independence they are g u i l t y
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o f se d it io u s  conspiracy. They have planned together a teaching o r ad

vocacy o f the use o f fo rce  as a means o f  accomplishing a governmental 

change w i th in  Canada. Note th a t  they don’ t  have to  teach or advocate 

s e d it io n  -  only plan to .  They don’ t  have to  attempt or t r y  to  teach or 

advocate sed it io us  thoughts -  only to  p lan . Note th a t  the offence is  

complete w itho u t any actual use o f fo r c e . One does not have to  blow up 

a government b u ild in g  to  be g u i l t y  o f sed it io u s  conspiracy. The law is 

very c le a r  th a t  blowing up b u ild in g s  is  against the  law. The law is  very 

c le a r  th a t  in c i t in g  p u b l ic  d iso rde r is  an o ffence . We are not here 

concerned w ith  the law in r e la t io n  to  p u b l ic  d iso rder or d is ru p t io n ,  

se d it io u s  o r treasoness ac ts , o r attempts to  do any o f these th in gs .

What we are concerned w ith  is the law which says i t  is  an offence in and 

o f i t s e l f  f o r  two o r more people to  plan to  teach o r advocate a c e r ta in  p o in t

o f view about p o l i t i c a l  change.

The debate came up in th is  country a t  the end o f the second world 

war, as to  whether we should continue to  make membership in the communist 

pa rty  a c r im ina l o ffence. Among those who advocated th a t  the cr im ina l

p ro h ib i t io n  should be dropped was John Diefenbaker, a man who has

frequen t ly  ind icated a s trong anti-communist b ia s . Diefenbaker argued 

very s im ply , th a t  the law should not penalize b e l ie f  -  i t  should only 

p ro h ib i t  a c ts . I t  was wrong to  make i t  an offence to  be lieve  ce r ta in  

th in g s , though i t  was q u ite  proper to  re ta in  c r im ina l p ro h ib i t io n s  of 

ac tions which would be co n s is ten t w ith  those b e l ie fs .  Do we want to  

make ta lk in g  about re v o lu t io n  o r planning to  t a l k  about re vo lu t io n  a 

c r im ina l offence? Is our soc ie ty  th a t  f ra g i le ?

The sed it ious  conspiracy charges aga ins t the f i v e  in  Quebec have 

been quashed. One wonders whether the h igh ly  charged atmosphere and the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



widespread question ing of Mr. Ju s t ice  Ouimet persona lly  did not lead to  

the d ism issa l.  Would the co u r t  have been so scrupulous in s i tu a t io n s  where 

the accused*s had fewer sympathjizers, and where the judge had not been 

involved before in "F .L .Q ."  t r i a l s .  The co u r t ,  in a l l  fa irn e s s ,  did 

check a ra the r gross abuse o f the s e d it io n  laws in the t r i a l  o f the 5.

But i t  seems to  me th a t  a large p a r t  o f our laws on se d it io u s  conspiracy 

are only capable o f abuse, and do not serve a healthy purpose w ith in  

our p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l system. These charges have had p o la r iz in g  

re s u lts .  They are seen, by many, as rep ress ive . Should not the legal 

system have focused on the c le a r  instances o f c r im ina l a c t i v i t y  in 

Quebec? The bombings and the kidnappings, and the murder were a l l  

c r im ina l ac t ions , and the common law t r a d i t i o n  has never regarded p o l i t i c a l  

m otiva tion  as being a defence. With se d it io u s  conspiracy not on ly is 

p o l i t i c a l  motive not a defence, i t  is the only substance o f the charge. 

There is a danger in  using the legal system so p o l i t i c a l l y .  The courts 

are vu lne rab le . T h e ir  ro le  can be d is c re d i te d .  They should be protected 

from purely p o l i t i c a l  t r i a l s  and the c r im in a l law should be confined to  

p ro h ib i t in g  acts not thoughts.
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Point-biserials for the nine items used on the 
internal-external scale of control

Item number

2

5
11
15
16 
18 
23 
25 

28

Point D is e r ia l

0.45

0.39
0.55
0.52

0.50

0.54
0.45
0.59
0.50
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