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ABSTRACT

T his th e s i s  p re s e n ts  an e d i t io n  of Nepenthes* or 

The V ertues of Tabacco. w r i t te n  by W illiam B arc lay  o f 

Edinburgh in  1614.

S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  in tro d u c t io n  of tobacco in to  

E ngland, which o cc u rred  p ro b ab ly  w ith in  a couple of y e a rs  o f 

1565, th e re  were w r i t te n ,  by d iv e rs  p eo p le , a group o f pam

p h le ts  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  new h a b i t  of p ip e  smoking which had 

swept England. These pam phlets c o n s t i tu t e  an e x c e l le n t  

example of E liz a b e th a n  and Jacobean p am p h le teerin g  and g ive 

a good o ro s s -s e o tio n  of th e  v a r io u s  s ty l e s  and methods used 

by th e  w r i te r s  who a re  th e  d i r e c t  a n c e s to rs  of th e  l a t e r  

j o u r n a l i s t s .  One o f th e se  pam phlets was w r i t te n  by no l e s s  

em inent a person  th a n  King James I .

A searoh  f o r  some o f th e se  pam phlets re v e a le d  th a t  

none of them a re  r e a d i ly  a c c e s s ib le  in  modern is s u e s .

Only two, A Warning fo r  Chirnny-sweepers and King James* s 

C o u n te rb la s te  to  Tabaooo have been r e - p r in te d  in  t h i s  

o en tu ry . The pam phlet p re se n te d  h e re  has been o n ly  once 

r e - is s u e d  s in ce  i t  was f i r s t  p u b lish ed , and th a t  was in  

1841. C onsidering  th a t  th e se  pam phlets a re  not o n ly  good 

exam ples o f t h e i r  genre and v a lu ab le  s o c ia l  documents, but 

a re  alm ost in a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  modern re a d e r  or s tu d e n t,

i i i
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i t  seemed th a t  s new e d i t io n  of one of them, g lo ssed  f o r  

th e  modern r e a d e r ,  would be a v a lu ab le  a d d i t io n  to  a v a i l 

a b le  l i t e r a t u r e .

I  have a lso  in c lu d ed  an e x te n s iv e  in tro d u c t io n  which 

a ttem p ts  to  g ive a p ic tu re  of th e  e f f e c t s  and co n tro v e rsy  

which tobacco gave r i s e  to  e a r ly  in  i t s  ca re e r  in  England. 

Read in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  N epenthes i t  should give a w e ll-  

balanced p ic tu r e  of t h i s  one a sp e c t o f  R enaissance E n g lish  

c u l tu r e .

iv
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PREFACE

While t h i s  th e s i s  has been w r i t te n  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  

requ irem en t fo r  th e  degree of M aster of A rts  a t  Assumption 

U n iv e rs ity  o f Windsor, i t  a ls o  r e p re s e n ts  an in t e r e s t  in  

th e  su b je c t which I  have developed over a p e r io d  o f sev er

a l  y e a rs . The search  fo r  th e  p e r fe o t  tobacco and th e  p e r

f e c t  p ipe which must engross ev e ry  d e d ic a te d  p ipe  smoker 

has been a problem  to  me fo r  a t  l e a s t  f iv e  y e a rs . E f f o r t s  

to  so lv e  th e s e  problem s have le d  to  an in t e r e s t  in  th e  

whole h i s to r y  o f to b acco . An e s p e c ia l  in t e r e s t  in  th e  p e r

io d  covered here  has developed in  g en e ra l from e x te n s iv e  

s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  p e r io d , and in  p a r t i c u la r ,  from my f i r s t  

m eeting  w ith  Abel Drugger in  Jonson*s A lchem ist th re e  

y ea rs  ago. I  was f a s c in a te d  w ith  th e  id eas  concern ing  

tobacco  p re se n te d  in  th a t  p la y , and began se a rch in g  fo r  

s im ila r  id e a s  in  o th e r  l i t e r a t u r e  of th e  tim e. T h is le d  

to  a sh o r t p aper two y ea rs  ago which, in  tu rn ,  was th e  

b a s is  fo r  t h i s  t h e s i s .

The d e c is io n  to  p re se n t an e d i t io n  of one o f  

th e  tobacco  pam phlets a ro se  from th e  s c a r c i ty  of th e se  

in te r e s t in g  works in  modern e d i t io n s .  I t  was my f e e l in g ,  

t h a t ,  made a v a i la b le  in  a modern e d i t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  one 

of th e se  works would be u se fu l both  to  the  s tu d e n t of 

l i t e r a t u r e  a s  w e ll as  th e  s tu d e n t o f s o c ia l  h is to r y .

v
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L ikew ise, i t  m ight be of i n t e r e s t  to  many sm okers, p a r t 

i c u la r ly  in  l ig h t  of th e  co n tro v e rsy  which surrounds to b 

acco even to d ay .

For i t s  p a t ie n c e  and ad v ice , I  would l ik e  to  

thank  the  E n g lish  Departm ent a t  Assumption, headed by 

F r .  G. P . Crowley. S p e c ia l thanks must go to  Dr. John 

P. S u lliv a n , my t h e s i s  d i r e c to r ,  f o r  h i s  a s s is ta n c e  on 

the  se t-u p  of the paper and fo r  h i s  adv ice  on many 

te c h n ic a l  problem s. F r .  D. J .  M u lv ih il l ,  head o f th e  

H is to ry  Departm ent a t  A ssum ption, who was th e  th ird  

member of my g rad u ate  com m ittee, a lo n g  w ith  F r. Crowley 

and Dr. S u ll iv a n , fu rn is h e d  h e lp fu l  c r i t i c i s m  when I  

was p re p a r in g  my f i n a l  d r a f t .  V aluable su g g es tio n s  

were a ls o  made by A llan  Grant and P e te r  P re e l .  H erbert 

Cameron, my h igh  sohool L a tin  te a c h e r ,  helped  t r a n s l a t e  

th e  L a tin  and Greek p assag es  which occur in  th e  pam phlet*

A ss is tan c e  in  p re p a r in g  th e  typed  d r a f t  was 

g r a t e f u l ly  re c e iv e d  from P a t r i c i a  P a t te r s o n . The e x c e lle n t 

jo b  of p re p a r in g  th e  f i n a l  copy i s  th e  work o f P h il  P h e lp s 

whose a b i l i t y  a t  ty p in g  has been exceeded on ly  by h is  

i n f i n i t e  p a tie n o e  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  many l a s t  m inute 

c o r re c t io n s  made by the  a u th o r, who must be h e ld  respon

s ib le  f o r  any e r r o r s  which may appear in  th e  t h e s i s .  A 

f i n a l  th an k s m ust, of co u rse , be te n d e red  to  my p a re n ts  

who have made i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  me to  undertake th e  work.

v i
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In tro d u c tio n  

The a r r i v a l  of tobacco In  In g lan d  r e p re s e n ts  

one of th o se  r a r e  o ccasio n s where i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  

observe th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  in tro d u c t io n  o f  a new s o c ia l  

pastim e to  a  n a t io n . In  England, t h i s  n o v e lty  o f ta k 

in g  tobacco  had a s ig n i f ic a n t  e f f e c t  upon r e l ig io u s ,  

economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and even dom estic l i f e ;  i t  be

came th e  su b je c t o f a c o n tro v e rsy  which s t i l l  f lo u r i s h e s  

to d ay ; and a s  a consequence, i t  took  a prom inent p lace  

in  E liz a b e th a n  and Jacobean l i t e r a t u r e .  The e f f e c t ,  a s  

f a r  a s  r e l i g i o n  goes, was th a t  tobacco  s e t  an o th e r p o in t 

o f dem arcation  between th e  E s ta b lis h e d  Ohurch, in  which 

i t  was common fo r  th e  c le rg y  to  smoke, and the P u r ita n  

s e c ta r i e s ,  who were g r e a t ly  offended  a t  th e  though t of 

a c l e r i c  d e f i l i n g  h im se lf w ith  smoke, th u s  a l ig n in g  him

s e l f  w ith  th e  f r e e - l i v in g  co u rt c i r c l e s .  Econom ically , 

i t  fu rn is h e d  a new b u sin ess  v en tu re  fo r  m erchan ts . By 

1614, Barnabe Hich e s tim a ted  th a t  th e re  were seven thou

sand b u s in e sse s  in  London alone  depending on the  tobacco
1

tr a d e  fo r  an annua l income o f £319,375# A lthough th e s e
 1 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The I r i s h  Hubbub (London, 1617), p . 46.

1
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2

f ig u re s  re p re s e n t on ly  a guess, end p o s s ib ly  a poor one 

a t  t h a t ,  th e y  do give an id ea  of th e  p ro p o rtio n s  of t h i s  

new b u s in e ss . In  p o l i t i c s ,  when King James I  made h is  

d e c is io n  to  have S ir  W alter H ale igh  beheaded, he may have 

been no t a  l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  f a c t  th a t  R a le ig h  

had done so much to  promote th a t  new fa d  which was p a r

t i c u l a r l y  odious to  th e  k in g . On the dom estic f r o n t ,  

th e re  a re  numerous a l lu s io n s  to  w ives com plain ing  about 

th e  unwelcome sm ell brought in to  the house by smokers.

M rs. M u llig ru b , a c h a ra c te r  in  Marston* s p la y , The Dutch 

C urtezan  (1605) oommands h er se rv a n t to  perfume th e  p a r 

lo u r  because i t  ’’do* s so sm ell of prophane TobaccoM (Act 
2

I I I ) .

The co n tro v e rsy  which developed around tobacco 

a ro se  over th e  q u e s tio n s  about how i t  a f f e c te d  a p e rso n ’ s 

h e a l th j  and how I t  in f lu e n c e d  th e  m oral to n e  o f th e  n a t io n .  

The m o r a l i s ts ,  who looked  upon tobacco a s  a v ic e , a ttem p t

ed to  have i t  supp ressed  by a rg u in g  th a t  i t  was a menace 

to  l i f e .  The smokers r e b u t te d  th a t  tobacco was an h erb  

which n o t on ly  had n e a r ly  m iracu lo u s m ed ic inal q u a l i t i e s ,  

but was the companion o f  good fe llo w sh ip . The number of 

c ig a r e t t e s  smoked today dem onstra tes th a t  the smokers 

won, even though th e y  were p ro b ab ly  wrong in  t h e i r  c laim s 

th a t  tobacco was h e a l th f u l .

 2-----------------------------------------------------------------
John M arston , The P la y s  o f  John M arston. ed .

H. Harvey Woods (London, 1^38) , I I , '1 6 8 .
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3

The exc item en t over tobacco c a r r ie d  in to  a lm ost 

a l l  branches o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  in c lu d in g  t r a v e l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

p o e try , h i s to r y ,  c h a ra c te r  sk e tc h e s , and pam phlets, th e  

j o u r n a l i s t i c  w r i t in g  o f  th e  tim e , With th e  ex cep tio n  o f 

th e  unique group o f tobacco pam phlets, th e  r i c h e s t  source 

o f l i t e r a r y  re fe re n c e  to  tobacco i s  found in  the  drama. 

H ere, a s  w e ll a s  in  th e  o th e r  form s, we have an in t e r 

e s t in g  docum entation o f  th e  e f f e c t s  which t h i s  h a b i t  had 

upon th o se  f i r s t  g e n e ra tio n s  o f E n g lish  sm okers. In  tu rn ,  

th e  many a l lu s io n s  to  tobaoco o cc u rrin g  in  t h i s  l i t e r 

a tu re  can o f te n  be co n fu sin g , or a t  l e a s t  w ith o u t mean

in g , because today  we do not r e a l i z e  th e  im portance o f 

th e  tobacco co n tro v e rsy  during  th e  r e ig n s  of E liz a b e th  

and James I ,  end we e re  e q u a lly  u n fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  p a r t 

i c u la r  customs and vocabu lary  of th o se  e a r ly  sm okers. By 

ex p lo rin g  the  l i t e r a r y  a l lu s io n s  to  tobacco du rin g  approx

im a te ly  i t s  f i r s t  f i f t y  y e a rs  in  E ngland, I  w i l l  a ttem p t 

to  c l a r i f y  th e  E liz a b e th a n  tobacco c o n tro v e rsy  fo r  the  

modern r e a d e r .

The e x te n t of th e  in t e r e s t  in  tobacco du rin g  

t h i s  p e r io d  i s  p o in te d  out most e f f e c t iv e ly  by th e  group 

o f  "tobacco pam phle ts” which began to  appear in  1595.

The Cambridge B ib lio g rap h y  of E n g lish  L i te r a tu r e  l i s t s  

a s  a se p a ra te  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  tw en ty  such pam phlets pub

l i s h e d  by 1630. E urtherm ore, i t  does not take in to  con

s id e r a t io n  any works whioh may have been c i r c u la te d  in  

m a n u sc rip t, a oustom which was p o p u la r in  th o se  days a s
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4

a ho ldover from th e  e ra  before p r in t in g .

T his body o f l i t e r a t u r e ,  which i s  s in g le d  out 

f o r  m ention in  such s ta n d a rd  works a s  th e  Cambridge H is- 

o ry  o f E n g lish  L i te r a tu r e  and Douglas Bush* s E n g lish  

L i te r a tu r e  in  th e  E a r l ie r  S ev en teen th  C entury , has been 

c u r io u s ly  n e g le c te d  by s c h o la rs , a lthough  th e se  works 

a re  e x c e lle n t  exam ples o f the l e s s  s c u r r i lo u s  E liz a b e 

th an  p am p h le tee rin g . I  am aware of on ly  two a r t i c l e s  on 

th e  su b je c t which have appeared  r e c e n t ly  in  th e  le a rn e d  

jo u r n a ls .  In  h i s t o r i e s  of tobaoco , the l i t e r a r y  in f lu en c e  

of tobacco  i s  in v a r ia b ly  g lo sse d  over in  one c h a p te r .

The b e s t of th e se  h i s t o r i e s  f o r  l i t e r a r y  examples was

p u b lish ed  in  1859 and has s in c e  become both sc a rce  and 
3

o u td a ted .

Of th e  pam phlets th em selv es, o n ly  two have been 

reproduced  in  t h i s  cen tu ry : th e  anonymous Work f o r  Chlmny- 

sw eepers (1601) which was p u b lish ed  in  f a c s im ile  by th e  

Shakespeare A sso c ia tio n  in  1936, and King James*s A 

C o u n te r-b la s ts  to  Tobaoco which was p u b lish ed  by Thomas 

Y o se lo ff o f New York and was in  p r in t  in  1959. P r io r  

to  t h i s ,  th e  C o u n te r-b la a te  was p r in te d  th re e  tim es in  

th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  of th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , and an o th e r 

pam phlet, N epenthes, or The V ertues of Tobacco (1614)

5
F,  W. P a i r h o l t ,  Tobacco: I t s  H is to ry  and Assoo- 

ia t io n s  (London, 1859), More re c e n t books on tiie  H is to ry  
o f tobacoo in c lu d e  The M ighty L ea f: Tobaoco Through The 
C e n tu r ie s , by Jerome B. Brooks. ( 1 ^ 8 ) ,  and Sublime 
Tobaoco“By Compton M ackenzie, (1957), O thers w i l l  be 
found in  th e  b ib lio g ra p h y .
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5

was p u b lish ed  in  London by th e  Spalding Olub in  1841,

The f i r s t  two r e p re s e n t the a n t i- to b a c c o  f a c t io n ,  where

a s  th e  l a s t  i s  in  favour o f  u s in g  tobaoco .

C onsidering  th e  r a r i t y  of th e se  tobacco pam

p h le t s ,  I  have p rep a red  an e d i t io n  of N epenthes, in  o rd er 

th a t  th e  modern s tu d e n t o f E liz ab e th an  and Jacobean l i t 

e r a tu re  mfy be r ' l e  to  f a m il ia r iz e  h im se lf  w ith  th e  smok

ing  h a b i ts  o f t h i s  f i r s t  g en e ra tio n  of E n g lish  smokers 

a s  w ell a s  w ith  th e  co n tro v e rsy  and l i t e r a t u r e  which 

sp rang  from t h e i r  use of th e  newly d isco v ered  weed. The 

e d i t io n  i s  d iv id ed  in to  two p a r t s :  in  th e  f i r s t ,  c o n s is t in g  

o f  in tro d u c to ry  m a te r ia l ,  I  have d isc u sse d  th e  E liz a b e th 

an and tobacco  under th e  head ings of h is to ry ,  v o cab u la ry  and 

use , th e  argum ents which a ro se  over tobaoco , tobacco  on th e  

s ta g e , and th e  tobacco  pam phlets in  g e n e ra l: in  th e  second 

p a r t ,  I  have p re se n te d  th e  pam phlet N epenthes.

I t  i s  my hope th a t  in  p rep a rin g  t h i s  e d i t io n ,

I  have produced a work which i s  no t o n ly  in fo rm a tiv e , 

but e n te r ta in in g  as  w e ll , f o r  i t  r e p re s e n ts  a p ip e -  

smoker’ s t r i b u t e  to  th o se  men, who, by ? ; r i t in g  about 

tobacco , e i th e r  in  p r a is e  or condem nation, h e lp ed  to  

p o p u la riz e  th e  h a b i t .

astiY library
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I I

A B r ie f  H is to ry  

l a  1492, Europeans made t h e i r  f i r s t  acq u a in t

ance w ith  tobaoco , and a new s o c ia l  phenomenon was in 

tro d u ced  — a h a b i t  whioh has ev e r s in ce  been v a r io u s ly  

and co n tin u o u sly  e i th e r  eu lo g ize d  or condemned. In  th e  

e n try  fo r  November 6, 1492, in  Columbus’ s  jo u rn a l ,  two 

sc o u ts  s e n t asho re  to  ex p lo re  th e  c o a s t r e p o r t  hav ing  

seen "many peop le  on th e  ro ad  going heme, men and women,

w ith  a h a l f - burn t weed in  t h e i r  hands, being the h erb s
1

th e y  a re  accustom ed to  smoke." T h is  i s  the f i r s t  re c o rd  

we have o f tobaoco, one o f the  many new p la n ts  found in  

th e  Mew World and one which proved to  be econom ically  

v ery  im p o rta n t. Perhaps beoause of the un iqueness o f  

th e  h a b i t ,  tobacco  h en ce fo rth  i s  c o n s is te n t ly  m entioned 

by e x p lo re r s .  An in t e r e s t i n g  example i s  Jacques C a r t ie r ,  

whom I  w i l l  in c lu d e  p a r t l y  fo r  reaso n s  of p a t r io t is m  and 

p a r t l y  because John F lo rio*  s t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  C a r t ie r ’ s 

Voyages fo r  Hakluyt* s P r in c ip a l  Voyages and N av ig a tio n s  

(1580) h e lp ed  in tro d u c e  the  E n g lish  to  Canada. With a 

d e l ig h t f u l  n a lv e t^ .  th e  w r i te r  of th e  jo u rn a l e x p la in s

I
The Journal of Christopher Columbus (During 

h is  f i r s t  voyage. 149^-915). tra n s . Clements 1ft. Markham 
(iLondon, 1893)7 P* T l.' tfkis Journal i s  an ab stract of 
Columbus’ s o r ig in a l journal (now lo s t )  whioh was made 
with referen ce to  th e  o r ig in a l by Bartolome De Las Casas.

6
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o f  th e  In d ia n s  th a t  a f t e r  packing  th e i r  p ip e s , whioh

were made e i th e r  o f  wood or s to n e , w ith  tobacco , th e y

la y  a co a l of f i r e  upon them and

a t  th e  o th e r  ende sucke so lo n g  th a t  th e y  
f i l l  t h e i r  bod ies f u l l  o f smoke, t i l l  th a t  
i t  Cometh out o f th e i r  mouth and n o s t r i l s ,  
even a s  out of th e  T o n n ell o f a chimney.
They say  th a t  t h i s  do th  keepe them war me 
and in  h e a l th ;  th ey  never goe w ith o u t some 
o f  i t  abou t them. We o u rse lv e s  have try e d  
th e  same smoke, and having p u t i t  in  our 
m outhes, i t  seemed alm ost a s  hot as  p e p p e r .2

O ther e a r ly  r e p o r ts  and acco u n ts  of tobaoco can 

be found in  any o f th e  v a r io u s  h i s t o r i e s  o f  tobacco  l i s t 

ed  in  th e  b ib lio g ra p h y . 3 inoe we a re  in te r e s te d  h e re  in  

tobacco  a s  i t  was in tro d u c e d  in to  In g la n d , our f i r s t  

so u rce  i s  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f S ir  John Hawkins's f i r s t  voy

age to  the West In d ie s  d u rin g  1562 and 1563* H is d e s c r ip 

t io n  of th e  use o f tobacco by th e  In d ia n s  in  F lo r id a  i s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same a s  C a r t ie r ’ s ,  but he adds th e  cu rio u s

f i c t i o n  th a t  th e s e  In d ian s  were ab le  to  l i v e  on tobacco
3

alo n e  f o r  fo u r  or f iv e  o o n secu tiv e  days*

§
The Voyages o f Jacques C a r t ie r ,  in  E a r ly  E n g lish  

and French fo y ag es C h ie fly  from ijak lu y tT  1 5 3 4 ^6 $ 8 . ed . 
Henry 3 . Burrage {Mew York, 1930j ,  p . 66. T h is passage 
i s  from the  jo u rn a l o f  th e  second voyage, 1535-1536, and 
i s  th e  F lo r io  t r a n s l a t i o n .

3
S ir  John Hawkins’ s f f i r a t  Voyage To The West 

I n d ie s .  O ct. l£& 2-3ep t. 1563. A .D ., In  voyages and Trav
e l s .  M ainly During ^ne I d ik  and 17th  C e n tu r ie s , e d . G. 
Heymond B eazley  (W estm inster, 1963}, I ,  74-75. T his s e t  
i s  from a r e - e d i te d  is s u e  o f Edward A rber’ s An E n g lish  
G arner (1877-1890).
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The r e p o r t  of h i s  voyage around the w orld in  

1577 by F ra n c is  Drake m entions th a t  th e  In d ian s  o f  Cal

i f o r n i a ,  where he had stopped  fo r  some tim e to  tak e  on

p ro v is io n s , b ro u ^ it g i f t s  o f  “f e a th e r s  and bags o f  Tob- 
4

aoeort, and the  tone o f t h i s  s ta tem en t seems to  in d ic a te  

th a t  th e  w r i te r  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  ac q u a in ted  w ith  tobacco 

to  tak e  i t  f o r  g ra n te d .

By 1585, th e  New World was s u f f i c i e n t l y  known 

fo r  S ir  W alter R a le igh  to  send ou t a colony to  V irg in ia  

w ith  th e  hope th a t  i t  would become a v a lu ab le  commercial 

e n t e r p r i s e .  The co lony  was le d  by S ir  R ichard  G re n v ille , 

and among th e  tro o p  was Thomas H a r io t, who w rote A B r ie f  

and True R eport of the  Mew Found Land o f V irg in ia . T h is  

i s  an acoount of th e  p la n t  and anim al l i f e  of the  co u n try , 

in  which he co n sid ered  i t s  commercial p o te n t i a l ,  and gave 

ad v ice  a s  to  what new c o lo n is ts  cou ld  expect from i t .

H ariot*  s  r e p o r t  t e l l s  how th e  In d ia n s  used tobacco a s  

a s a c r i f i c e  to  t h e i r  gods: “Sometime th e y  make hallow ed 

f i r e s  and c a s t  some o f th e  powder th e re in  fo r  a s a e r i f io e :  

being  in  a storm e uppon th e  w a te rs , to  p a o i f ie  t h e i r  

gods, th e y  o a s t some up in to  th e  a i r e  and in to  th e  w a te r . n 

He makes t h i s  comment about h i s  own experience  w ith  tobacco :

5
The Famous Voyage of S ir  F ra n c is  Drake in to  

th e  South Sea, and 'There Hence About th e  Whole"Globe 
o f th e  E a r th . Begun in  ik e  Y e e re o f  Our Lord 157fr. c i te d
In  fr.iny tin.gl 4 ah Pi’n ae ft ft. *>tr1 .T. Hnl zk n eo h t
CNew York, 1954), p .  467.
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We our s e lv e s  du ring  th e  tim e we were th e re  
used to  suck i t  a f t e r  t h e i r  maner, a s  a lso  
s in c e  our r e tu r n s ,  and have found many r a r e  
and w onderfu l experim ents of the  v e r tu e s  
th e re o f ;  of which th e  r e l a t i o n  would re q u ire  
a oolume by i t s e l f :  th e  use of i t  by so many 
o f l a t e ,  men and women o f  g re a t c a l l in g  a s  
e l s e ,  and some le a rn e d  P h is t io n s  a l s o ,  i s  
s u f f i c i e n t  w itness.®

The ex ac t d a te  when tobaoco was in tro d u ced  in to

In g lan d  i s  n o t d e f i n i t e l y  known. Hawkins p ro b ab ly  brought

tobaoco back w ith  him in  1563 a s  i s  r e p o r te d  in  Stowe* s

A nnalaa. e d i te d  by Edmund Howes in  1615. The A nnales adds

th a t  tobaoco was no t used fo r  some y ea rs  a f t e r  t h i s ,  and,

which sounds c o n tra d ic to ry , a few p arag rap h s e a r l i e r ,  i t

i s  s ta te d  th a t  ”A priooks, M elly ea to n s, M uske-M illions

and Tobacco came in to  England about th e  tw e n tie th  year
6

of Q,ueene E l iz a b e th .” (The tw e n tie th  year of E liz a b e th  

would have been from November 17, 1577, to  November 16, 

1578 .) C onsidering  the  n a tu re  of the  p assag e , t h i s  l a s t  

sta tem en t may mean th a t  tobacco  was p la n te d  end grown in  

England f h r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  th o se  y e a rs . To confuse the 

is s u e  f u r th e r ,  a s id e n o te  m entions th a t  S ir  W alter R aleigh

5
Thomas H a r io t , A B r ie f  and True R eport o f  th e  

Hew Pound Land of V irg in ia , f a c s im ile  e d i t io n  of tk e  
1588 Quarto w ith  In tro d u c tio n  by Randolph G. Adams 
(Ann A rbor, 1951), Cgr, Cgv.

6
This i s  from a  p assag e  c i t e d  by P . J .  F u rn i-  

v a l l  in  H arriso n * s  D e sc rip tio n  of E ngland, p t .  2 . (London, 
1 8 7 8 ),pp . *33-*34.
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"brought til© f i r s t  knowledge of T obaoco,w a m a tte r  which 

fo reg o in g  m a te r ia l  s e r io u s ly  d is p u te s .

There i s  one o th e r  m ajor re fe re n c e  which in d i

c a te s  th a t  tobacco was being  grown in  England: W illiam  

H arrison* s An H is to r ic a l !  D e sc rip tio n  of th e  H an d  o f 

o f B ritain©  whioh was w r i t te n  to  p r e f ix  Hoi lashed*s 

C hron io les (1577, 1 5 8 6 ). There i s  a s e c t io n  which f i r s t  

ap p ea rs  in  the  1586 e d i t io n  on "Gardens and o rc h a rd s” 

in  whioh H arriso n  a t ta c k s  the  vogue among E n g lish  gard

e n e rs  fo r  new p la n ts  and h e rb s  im ported  from the In d ie s  

and th e  O r ie n t .

How doo men e x to l l  th e  use o f  Tab&cco in  
my tim e , w hereas In  t r u th  (w hether th e  
cause be in  th e  repugnancie  o f our c o n s ti
tu t io n  un to  th e  o p e ra tio n  th e re o f ,  or th a t  
the  ground dooth a l t e r  h i r  fo rc e , I  cannot 
t e l l )  i t  i s  no t found of so g re e t  e f f ic a c ie  
a s  th ey  do w r i t e .7

I f  th e re  i s  some q u es tio n  concern ing  how th e  

tobaoco h a b i t  was s t a r t e d  in  E ngland, th e re  i s  no q u es t

ion  about p o p u la r b e l i e f  on th e  m a tte r .  T ra d it io n  has 

given th e  d i s t in c t io n  fo r  in tro d u c in g  tobacoo p la in ly  

and s o le ly  to  S ir  W elter R a le ig h , a lth o u g h  th e re  i s  no 

re c o rd  th a t  he ev e r olaim ed t h i s  h im s e lf .  There i s  no 

ev idence th a t  R ale igh  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  weed p r io r  

to  th e  p e r io d  o f h i s  colony in  V ir g in ia ,  His o n ly  m ention 

o f  tobaoco in  h is  own w r i t in g  i s  a p a ss in g  re fe re n c e  in  

h i s  r e p o r t ,  The D isco v erie  o f G alana, w r i t te n  in  1596.
 9 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

W illiam  H a rriso n , An H is to r lo a l l  D e sc rip tio n  
o f th e  I le n d  o f B r i ta jn e ,  p t .  1 (1587) ed . F. J .  F u rn i-  
v a l l  (London, 1877), p . 326.
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But th e re  i s  l i t t l e  q u es tio n  th a t  R a le igh  became an

a rd e n t p ip e  smoker and t h i s ,  coupled w ith  h is  eminence

a t  C ourt, may account fo r  th e  t r a d i t io n *

Joseph H a ll m entions in  h is  unusual work, The

D iscovery  o f a New World ( ca . 1605) th a t  tobacco was

brought in to  " fo o lis n a "  { i e . ,  England) by "one H ollo

w a ra lla d o r , an  ungodly fe llo w  o f th i s  coun try  (though
8

one of good p l a c e ) •" "H ollo w ara llad o r"  i s  an obvious 

anagram f o r  W alter R a le ig h . John Aubrey in  h is  "L ife  

o f  S ir  W alter R a le igh" says th a t  " S ir  w a ite r  was th e  

f i r s t  th a t  brought tobacco  in to  England and in to  fa sh 

ion" and m entions th e  leg en d  th a t  R a le igh  took a p ip e

in  o rd er to  s e t t l e  h is  n e rv es  j u s t  b e fo re  going to  th e  
9

b lo ck . James Howell in  a l e t t e r  to  Henry Hopkins d a ted  

January  1 , 1646, g iv e s  R a le ig h  o re d i t  fo r  in tro d u c in g  

tobaoco and re c o u n ts  th e  s to r y  th a t  R a le ig h  once wager

ed ^ueen E liz a b e th  th a t  he could dem onstrate how much 

smoke was co n ta in e d  in  a p ip e  o f to b acco . He f i l l e d  a 

p ip e , weighed i t ,  and th e n  smoked i t .  He th en  weigh

ed  th f  p ip e  a g a in , d em o n stra tin g  th a t  th e  d if fe re n c e
-  .

The D iscovery o f a New World, Joseph B a ll c a . 
loOO. h n g liTshed by Jo h n 'H ea ley .' "ca. 1609,' ed . H untington 
Krown (Cambridge, M ass., 1 9 5 7 ) ,pp. 111-112,

9
Aubrey* s B r ie f  L iv e s , ed . O liv e r Lawson Dick 

(Ann A rbor, 1957),p p .2 5 6 -2 5 9 7
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between th e  two w eigh ts must have been accounted  fo r10
by th e  w eight of th e  smoke*

James Howell, I p l a to l a e  H o - l l la n a e . o r .  The 
F a m ilia r  L e t t e r s  o f James H o w e ll* kook I I I ,  l e t t e r  number 
v i i ,  eh* Agnes R e p p lie r  (B oston , 1907), I I ,  333.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



I l l

E a r ly  V ocabulary and Customs 

S ince tobaoco was a p la n t  unknown in  European 

c o u n tr ie s  and smoking was an a c t i v i t y  w ithou t a f o r e 

ru n n er , new words had to  be co ined  and o ld  ones made 

to  do new se rv ic e  fo r  t h i s  new d isc o v e ry . The E n g lish  

word to b acco , acco rd in g  to  th e  Oxford E n g lish  D ic tio n a ry , 

i s  an a l t e r e d  form of th e  Spanish  tab aco . a  s p e l l in g  

which was o f te n  used by s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry  E n g lish  w r i t

e r s .  The d ic t io n a ry  g iv e s  t h i s  in fo rm atio n  about th e  

d e r iv a t io n  of th e  word. Gonzalo Oviedo in  h is  H ia to r la  

de l a s  In d ie s  (1535) s a id  th a t  tab aco  was the  C arib  

In d ian  term  f o r  a Y-shaped p ipe  th e y  used fo r  smoking. 

B&rtolome de Las C asas, who was Bishop of Chlapa in  

Mexico fo r  some tim e and who e d i te d  Columbus’ s J o u rn a l , 

s a id  t h a t ,  in s te a d , tab aco  was a crude s o r t  o f  c ig a r  

used by th e  In d ia n s .  However, th e  QKD s t a t e s  th a t  th e  

word was in  use by th e  Spanish to  r e f e r  to  both th e  p la n t  

and i t s  p ro cessed  le a v e s  befo re  e i th e r  o f th e se  men men

tio n e d  i t .  There i s  a t h i r d  d e r iv a t io n  given by N icho las 

M onardes, a Spanish  p h y s io ia n  who w rote a t r e a t i s e  on 

th e  h e rb s  of th e  new w orld in  1565. T h is work was t r a n s 

l a t e d  in to  E ng lish  by John Erampton in  1577 under th e  t i 

t l e  J o y fu l l  Newes ou t o f th e  Newe Eounde World. Monardes
13
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s a y s , "for til© name o f Tabaco i s  g iv en  t o  i t  o f  oux
X

S pan iards by reaso n  of an I lan d e  th a t  i s  named Tabaco.*1 

T h is d e r iv a t io n  found fav o u r among e a r ly  E n g lish  w r i te r s  

who must have thought i t  re a so n ab le  th a t  tabaoo  should  

come from Tobago. Of th e s e  th re e  so u rce s , none can be 

p o s i t iv e ly  ru le d  o u t. Thus we have two m y s te r ie s  con

ce rn in g  tobacco : who f i r s t  smoked i t  in  England, and 

what was th e  o r ig in  o f th e  word.

Tobacco was so ld  in  se v e ra l form s, and th e se  

v a r io u s  methods of p re p a ra t io n  brought new a d d i t io n s  

to  th e  tobaoco v o cab u la ry . I t  m ight be r e f e r r e d  to  by 

i t s  p lace  of o r ig in ,  a s  " T r in id a d o ," 'F lo r id a '’ and 

"♦V irginia." O ther common synonyms d e riv ed  from th e  

manner in  which the  tobaoco was p ro cessed . I t  m ight 

be in  i t s  n a tu ra l  form o f " l e a f , "  i t  m ight be compress

ed in to  "pudding" or " b a l l , "  c o n ta in in g  m olasses or 

some o th e r  b in d e r , i t  might be t w i s t e d  and c a l le d  

" r o l l , " or i t  m ight be the  stem s o f  the p la n t  and 

c a l le d  "can e ."

People who used tobaoco— smokers we would c a l l  

them—were r e f e r r e d  to  a s  " to b a c c o n is ts ,"  a word which 

has now s h i f te d  i t s  meaning to  r e f e r  to  tobaoco m erchan ts .

In  a d e ro g a to ry  sen se , a smoker m ight be c a l le d  a " w h if f le r .  

The a c t  o f smoking was c a l le d  "d rin k in g  tobacco" a lth o u g h  

th e  ex p re ss io n s  to  w h iff  and to  in h a le  tobaoco were 

a ls o  used . A tobacco  m erchant was e i th e r  a " to b a c c o - s e l le r 11

1
Ed. S tephen G aselee (London, 1925), p . 76.
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or a "tobaeco-m an". A p o th ecaries  were th e  f i r s t  tobaoco

d e a le rs  and so "apo thecary" was o f te n  th e  e q u iv a le n t o f

" to b a o o o ~ se lle r"•

Tobacco urns u s u a l ly  smoked in  p ip e s  made from

c la y  o r s i l v e r  or from w alnut s h e l l s  equipped w ith  a

straw  stem . C ig ars  were e i t h e r  unknown o r were no t

smoked beoause t h e i r  p r ic e  would have been p r o h ib i t iv e .

There i s  some re fe re n c e  to  ta k in g  sn u ff  { e s p e c ia lly
2

in  some poems by Samuel Rowlands) bu t t h i s  was th e n

an uncommon way o f ta k in g  tobacco which d id  no t become

p opu la r u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  R e s to ra t io n . Aubrey m entions
3

in  h i s  "L ife  of R a le ig h "  th a t  i t  was a custom in  h i s  

g randfather*  s tim e to  p ass  a p ipe  from hand to  hand 

when gentlem en s a t  down to  smoke.

The smoker had to  p ro v id e  h im se lf  w ith  both a

means f o r  c a rry in g  h is  tobacco  and of l i g h t in g  h is  p ip e . 

Tobacco boxes made o f iv o ry  or p re c io u s  m e ta ls  were 

favoured  among th e  g a l la n t s  who could a f fo rd  them, a s  

lik e w ise  were s i l v e r  p ip e s . L ea th er bags w ith  a draw

s t r in g  were th e  common s o r t  o f tobacco c o n ta in e r . The

p ip e s  were l i t  by la y in g  a c o a l, o f  ju n ip e r  where p o s s ib le ,  
-

For exam ple, The M elanoholy K n igh t, i n  The 
Complete Works o f Samuel Rowlands, ed . Edmund Gosse 
(London, 1880), I I ,  13.

3
Aubrey* s B r ie f  L iv e s , ed , O liv e r Lawson Dick 

{Ann Arbor," 1957), p . 257.
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on th e  to b acco , or by u s in g  a ta p e r  of paper o r wood

whioh could  be l i t  in  an open f i r e .  In  Chapman1 s p la y ,

A ll  f o o ls  (1605), D a r io tto  sa y s , ”my boy once l ig h te d

a  p ip e  o f cane tobaoco w ith  a p ie c e  o f a v i l e  b a l la d ,

and 1*11 swear I  had a s in g in g  in  my head a  whole
4

week a f t e r ” (¥ , 1}• Out of d o o rs , th e  smoker could

use a b u rn in g -g la ss  to  k in d le  h is  p ip e .

Tobaoco was an expensive lu x u ry  fo r  th e  e a r ly

smoker. T h is  acco u n ts  fo r  i t s  p o p u la r i ty  among th e

c o u r t ie r s  and f o r  some of th e  s c u r r i lo u s  p r a c t ic e s  o f

th e  to b a o c o - s e l le r s  which w i l l  be m entioned l a t e r .  In

1604, K ing James, in  o rd e r to  su p p ress  th e  h a b i t ,

in c re a se d  th e  im port d u ty  on tobaoco from two pence p e r

pound to  a r a t e  o f s ix  s h i l l i n g s ,  e ig h t  pence p e r pound,
5

an in c re a se  o f 4000 p e r  c e n t .  I f  we ta k e  G. B. H a rr i

son* s  e v a lu a tio n  of th e  p u rch asin g  power of th e  E l iz a 

bethan  pound in  term s of our ;uoney a t  one s h i l l i n g  w orth

two d o l l a r s ,  t h i s  du ty  would amount to  th i r t e e n  d o l la r s  
6

p e r pound. The anonymous ? p la y , E y erie  <v’oman in  Her Humour
--------------------i --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P la y s . The Works of George Chapman, e d . R ichard  
Hearne Shepherd (London, 1874},' Act V, i ,  p .  7 3 (a ) .

5
"Commissio Pro T abasco” in  Foedera, ed . Thomas 

Rymer, 2nd. ed . (London, 1728), XVI, 601-6(j>2.

6
Appendix 27; "Money V alues” , S hakespeare; The 

Complete ■orks. ed . G. B. H a rriso n  (New ¥ork , 19&2), pp.
1648- 4 9 .
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(1609) p r ic e s  tobaoco a t  s ix  peace fo r  h a l f  an ounce or

s ix te e n  s h i l l in g s  p e r  pound, w h ile  a *case o f Tobacco
7

p ip es*  i s  w orth o n ly  fo u r  pence. Another p la y  has 

tobacco , " th e  b es t in  Europe* c o s tin g  te n  crowns an ounce, 

and w hile  t h i s  i s  an obvious ex ag g e ra tio n , i t  does show 

how ru in o u s  tobacco  smoking was co n sid ered  to  be and why 

Scumbroath, th e  cook in  Dekker* s p la y , I f  This Be Mot a

Good P lay , th e  D evil I s  In  I t  (1612), could  say:

But two s in n es  have undone me, p r o d ig a l i t i e ,  
and co v e to u sn esse : and th re e  p ees have 
peppered me, th e  Punok, th e  P o t, and th e  
P ip e  of srnoake, out o f  my pocket my gold  
d id  soake. (IV, i i ,  129-131)9

But in  s p i t e  o f James’ s a tte m p ts  to  l im i t  th e

tobacco tr a d e  i t  expanded s t e a d i ly .  New shops must have

been opening d a i ly  i f  R ich ’ s account (see  p . 5 above)

was a c c u ra te .  I t  seems s u rp r is in g  th a t  women a p p a re n tly

o f te n  s e t  up in  th e  tobaoco b u s in e ss . In  an o th e r p la y  by

Dekker, The K oarlna G ir l ,  th e  c h a ra c te r  Goshawke rem arks

th a t ,  * t i s  many a good woman’ s fo r tu n e , when h e r  husband

tu rn s  bankrou t, to  begin w ith  p ip e s  and s e t  up a g a in ”
10

( I I ,  i i ,  7 -1 1 ).

9
A O o lleo tio n  of Old E n g lish  P la y s , ed . A. H. 

B u llen  (London, 1 ^ 1 7 -----------

8
John Day, L a w -tric k s , or Who Would Have Thought 

I t  (1608) ed . John Grow w ltd  w. ¥/• Greg and F. t .  Wilson 
Toxford, 1930), 11* 324-325. |2 0 0  by H arriso n * s e v a lu a tio n

9
The Dram atic Works of Thomas Dekker. ed . Predson 

Bowers ( Cambridge, 1958), I I I ,  183.

10
I b i d . , I l l ,  25.
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A more extended, p assag e  in  I f  T h is  Be Hot Good,««.

shows Bravo, a pimp, p e t i t io n in g  a m a g is tra te  to  c lo se

up a l l  th e  ” she e -to b acco -sh o p s"  because:

They th a t  had been wont to  spend a crowne 
about a smocke, have now t h e i r  d e l ig h t  dog- 
oheape, but fo r  spending  one q u a r te r  o f  th a t  
mony in  smoake. { I I ,  l i ,  79-81)

The tobacco  m erchant was p ro b ab ly  th e  most d i s 

l ik e d  and m is tru s te d  business-m an in  London. He was r a i l e d  

a t  not o n ly  by th e  a n ti- to b a c c o  f a c t io n ,  but by th e  smoker 

a s  w e ll , beoause, even i f  he were h o n e s t, h i s  s t u f f  was 

to o  ex p en siv e , and q u ite  o f te n , Judging from th e  l i t e r 

a tu r e ,  he was f a r  from  h o n es t. He was u n iv e r s a l ly  sus

p e c te d  o f  a d u l te r a t in g  h i s  tobacco  to  make i t  go f u r th e r .

I t  was no t uncommon to  add a ro m atic  sp ic e s  or h e rb s , 

such a s  a n ise e d , to  tobacco  to  improve i t s  f la v o u r  and 

aroma, a p r a c t ic e  s t i l l  used in  p re p a r in g  p ip e  to b acco , 

Tobacco s e l l e r s  a ls o  developed th e  techn ique o f ta k in g  

th e  le a v e s  from a common weed, the  dock, and add ing  t h i s  

to  t h e i r  tobacco  s to c k . The a p o th e c a r ie s  who so ld  tobacco 

were p ro b ab ly  th e  most read y  to  docto r t h e i r  m erchand ise . 

T h is  d e s c r ip t io n  of "Abel Drugger, a tobacco  man" from 

Jo n so n 'a  The A lc h e m is t  (1610) g iv e s  a good p ic tu r e  O f 

th e  p r a c t ic e s  of some of h is  fe llo w s  a s  w ell a s  d e s c r ib 

in g  th e  to o ls  o f  t h e i r  tra d e :

T h is  i s  my f r ie n d ,  A bel, an honest fe llo w ; 
he l e t s  me have good tobacco , and he does 
n o t s o p h is t ic a te  i t  w ith  sack le e s  or o i l ,
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nor washes i t  in  m ascadel and g ra in s , nor 
b u r ie s  i t  in  g rav e l under ground, wrapped 
up in  g rea sy  l e a th e r  or p is s e d  c lo u ts ,  but 
keeps i t  in  f in e  l i l y  p o ts ,  t h a t ,  opened, 
sm ell l i k e  conserve o f ro s e s ,  or French 
beans. He has h is  maple b lock , h i s  s i l v e r  
to n g s , W inchester p ip e s , and f i r e  of ju n ip e r .
( I ,  i i i ,  22-31)11

The maple block was used fo r  c u t t in g  up r o l l  or pudding

tobaoco in to  sh red s th a t  cou ld  be packed in  a p ip e ; th e

s i l v e r  to n g s were fo r  h an d lin g  th e  co a l to  l i g h t  th e  p ipe

W inchester p ip e s  were c la y  p ip e s  which were famous fo r

many y ea rs  (most o f th e  c la y  p ip e s  used nowadays a re  made

in  H o lla n d ); and th e  f i r e  of ju n ip e r  was fo r  p ro v id in g

th e  c o a l.

The re fe re n c e  to  u r in e  may be an ex a g g e ra tio n ,

but i t  occu rs o f te n .  In  th e  anonymous p la y , The R eturn

to  P arn assu s  (P a r t I ,  1599), tobacco  i s  c a l le d  "n o th in g
12

but a docke le a f e  s te p t  in  a cham berpots and in  M iddle

ton* s p la y , A F a ir  q u a r re l  (1617) th e  to b e c o o - s e l le r ,  

Vapour, i s  cu rsed  th u s i "May th y  r o l l  r o t ,  and th y  

pudding drop in  p ie c e s ,  being  s o p h is t ic a te d  w ith  f i l t h y

 n----------------------------------------------
Ben Jonson. ed . C. H. Her fo rd  and P ercy  

Simpson ( 0 x f o r d , I ^ 7 ) ,  V, 309-310.

12
The Three Parnassus Plays (1598-1601) ed.

J .  B. Lelshman (London, 1949), p .  186. (11. 1051-1056).
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13
u r in e iw (IV , i ,  218-219}. I f  t h i s  was no t in  f a o t  a  

p r a c t i s e ,  a t  l e a s t  i t  shows th e  p u b lic ’ s o p in io n  of 

th e se  d e a le r s .

13
The Works o f Thomas M idd leton , ed . A. H. B u llen , 

(London, 1885), V, 233.
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IV

The A ttack  On Tobacco 

The m ed ic in a l q u a l i ty  of tobacco  ap p ears  to  

have been th e  c h ie f  argument used by the  smoking s id e  

in  th e  c o n tro v e rsy . The non-smokers* argum ents were 

g e n e ra l ly  m o r a l i s t i c .  King James openly  s ta te d  h is  

p o s i t io n  in  1604 when he r a i s e d  th e  im port du ty  on to b 

acco . In  th e  Oommlsslo P ro  Tobacco which e s ta b lis h e d  

t h i s  in c re a s e , he says:

Whereas Tabacco, being a Drugge o f l a t e  y e re s  
found o u t, and by M erchants, a s  w ell 
D enizens a s  S tra n g e rs , brought from f o r -  
r e ig a  P a r te s  in  sm all q u a n t i t ie  in to  t h i s  
Realm of England and o th e r  of our Dom
in io n s , was used and tak en  by th e  b e t te r  
s o r t  both them and nowe o n l ie  a s  P h is ic k e  
to  p re se rv e  H ea lth e , and i s  nowe a t  t h i s  day, 
th ro u g h  e v e l l  Customs and th e  T o lle r a t io n  
th e re o f ,  e x c e s s iv e l ie  tak en  by a nomber 
of ry o to u s  and d iso rd e re d  P ersons of meane 
and base C o n d itio n , whoe, o o n tra r ie  to  
th e  use which P erso n s of good C a llin g s  
and Quality© make th e re o f ,  doe spend most 
of th e re  tyme in  th a t  id le  V a n it ie , to  th e  
e v i l l  example and c o r ru p tin g  of o th e rs , 
and a ls o  do consume th a t  Wages which© 
manye o f them g e t t  by th e i r e  Labour, 
w herew ith th e re  F am ilie s  should be r e le iv e d  
. . .  by wloh g re a t and im oderate taking© 
of Tabacco the  H ea lth  of a g re a t nomber 
of our P eop le i s  im payred, and th e i r e  
Bodies weakened and made u n f i t  fo r  Labor

He makes ap p rox im ate ly  th e  same c a se , c o n s id e ra b ly
------------ j--------------------------;------------------------- ;-------

Foedera, ed . Thomas Rymer, 2nd* ed . (London, 
1728), XVI, 601-602.

21
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expanded, la  h is  unsigned C o u n te rb la s t t o  Tobacco.

P erhaps because tobacco  had come from th e

h ea th en  la d ie s ,  i t  was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  d e v il  by

th o se  who would condemn i t .  Jo y fu l Mewes out o f  th e

Hewe Pounds w orlds s e t  t h i s  out i n  th e  beg inning  w ith

th e  rem ark th a t :

And a s  th e  oeY il i s  a d e c e iv e r , and h a th  
th e  knowledge o f th e  v e rtu e  o f  Hear fees, he 
d id  Shews them th e  In d ia n s  th e  v e r tu s  o f  
t h i s  H earbe, th a t  fey th e  means th e re o f , 
th e !  m ight a s s  t h e i r  im a g in a tio n s , and 
v is io n s ,  th a t  he h a th  re p re s e n te d  to  
th e I bu and by th a t  means doeth  deceive 
them.®

Thomas Mashe, in  h i s  pam phlet, P ie rc e  i-enn lleaae

(1592), acco u n ts  fo r  th e  D evil Having a b lack fa c e  and

being  c a l le d  th e  "Black P r in c e ” by s&yiag " I t  i s

su sp ec ted  you have feeeae a g re a t Tobacco ta k e r  in  your
3

youth which ca u se th  i t  to  come so to  p a s s e ."

One o f th e  most p ro d u c tiv e  w r i te r s  on James* e 

s id e  was Samuel Howlands, a p o e t no ted  fo r  h ie  s a t i r e s  

and epigram s of contem porary m a  and Customs. Two o f 

h i s  works were o rd e red  burned in  1600 because o f t h e i r  

s c u r r i l i t y .  In  one o f h i s  s a t i r e s ,  e n t i t l e d  The Knave 

o f  H a rts  (1612) he d e s c r ib e s  a " p ro d ig a l l  knave" or 

g a l l a n t ,  who:

" "  2
Michol&s L onardes, t r a n s .  John /ram pton , ed . 

S tephen Q&selee (London, 1925), p .  3 6 .

3
The works o f  Thomas H ashe. ed . h o aa ld  B. McKerrow 

(London, l * l 3 ) , I ,  i& I, 1 1 . 15 -16 .
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In  a Tobacco-skop (resem b lin g  h e l l ,
F i r e ,  s t in o k , and smoake must be where

d ev e ls  dw ell)
He s i t s ,  you cannot see  b is  ra c e  f o r

vapour, 4 
O ffr in g  to  P lu to  w ith  a ta llo w  T aper.

In  an o th e r p ie c e , The Knave of Spades (1613) he ex

p la in s  how tobacco  came to  th e  E a r th . Vulcan was 

i n i t i a t e d  in to  i t s  use by a m inor d e v il  s e a t  to  him 

by P lu to  because both Vulcan and P lu to  d e a l t  in  f i r e .  

The gods, however, were so o ffended  by V u lcan 's  .smok

in g  th a t  lo v e  had M ercury o as t h is  p ip e s  and tobacco 

from, heaven to  e a r th  where th e  "Blackamores** found 

them and from where th e y  p assed  to  Europe. The B reach, 

Dutch ana I t a l i a n s  soon le a rn e d  to  smoke l ik e  th e  Span

ia rd s :

But th e  E n g lish  to  D isgrace them a l l
d id  s t r i v e ,

H is nose should  smoke w ith  any nose
a l iv e .  5

Here i s  an o th e r example o f th e  a s s o c ia t io n  of th e  D ev il

and tobacco in  John Eord* s p la y  The L overs m elancholy

(1628-1629) where f,C ucculas, l i k e  a Bedlam'* s in g s :

They th a t  w i l l  le a r n  to  d rin k  a h e a lth
in  h e l l

Must le a rn  on e a r th  to  tak e  tobacco w e ll,
To tak e  tobacco w e ll , t o  ta k e  tobacco  w e ll;
Bor in  h e l l  th e y  d rin k  nor wine nor a le  nor

b ee r,

3 ------
The Complete Porks of Samuel Howlands, ed . Ed. 

CJosse (London, i8 6 0 ) , I I ;  p . 26 of t h i s  poem.
5
I b i d . , II j.p p , 21-22 of t h i s  poem.
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Bat f i r e  and smoke and s te n ch , a s  we
do h e re , 6

The argument was r a i s e d  th a t  i t  was not in  keep

in g  w ith  th e  advanced s t a t e  o f B r i t i s h  c i v i l i z a t i o n  fo r  

Englishm en to  ape th e  In d ian s  by smoking and th u s  adopt

in g  a savage custom . In  th e  C o u n te rb la s t James a sk s :

And now good Countrey men l e t  us ( I  p ray  
you) c o n s id e r , what honour or p o l ic ie  can 
moove us to  im ita te  th e  barbarous and 
b e a s t ly  m aners of th e  w ild e , godless© , and 
s la v is h  In d ia n s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  use o f  
so v i l e  end s t in k in g  a custom©?.. .Why doe 
we not a s  w e ll im i ta te  them in  w alking 
naked a s  th e y  doe? in  p r e f e r r in g  g la s s 
e s , f e a th e r s ,  and such to y e s , to  golde 
and p re c io u s  s to n e s , a s  th e y  do? yea 
why do we not den ie  God and adore th e  
D e v il l ,  a s  th e y  doe?7

A th i r d  argument i s  echoed in  t h i s  p assage  from

Every Man in  h i s  Humor by Jonson (1598):

By God*s me, I  mar’ 1 what p le a su re  or 
f e l i c i t y  th ey  have in  ta k in g  th i s  rog 
u ish  ta b a c c o i I t ’ s good fo r  n o th in g  but 
to  choke a man, and f i l l  him f u l l  o f n 
smoke and em b ers .. . { I l l ,  V, 1 0 5 -1 0 3 ).°

Or, a s  Howlands p u ts  i t :

But t h i s  same poyson, s teep ed  In d ia  weede,

John J*ard» The Works o f John Jfard. ed . W illiam 
G iffo rd  and A lexander Dyce (London, 186$), I ,  66.

7
King James I ,  A C o u n te r-B las te  to  Tobacco, ed . 

Ed. Goldsmid (E dinburg , 1 8 8 4 ) ,pp. 12 -1 3 .

6
Ben Jonson , I I ,  356.

a s s u m p t io n  u n iv e r s it y  l ib r a r y
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In  heed , h a r t ,  lu n g e s , do th  so o te  end
oopwebs breed©.9 
(Epigram 18)

While t h i s  i s  h a rd ly  a m oral a t ta c k  on tobacco , i t  does 

seem to  echo th e  o ld  saw th a t  i f  man had been in ten d ed  to  

smoke, n a tu re  would have equipped him w ith  a chimney.

A fo u r th  argument tu rn e d  a g a in s t  the  tobacco  

h a b i t  was th a t  i t  produced an annoying odor or s te n c h . 

"S tin k in g  weed" was an o th e r  synonym fo r  th e  "d iv in e  

h e rb •"

There were a ls o  s e r io u s  a tte m p ts  to  a t ta c k

tobacco  on m edical grounds*--Work fo r  Chlmn.v-Sweepers

was th e  f i r s t  in  1601. A lthough t h i s  pam phlet s in k s  in

one p la ce  to  denouncing tobacco  by l in k in g  i t  w ith  th e

D ev il, i t  g e n e ra lly  a rg u es  th a t  th e  n a tu r a l  h ea t o f

tobacco  was so g re a t  th a t  i t  was to o  s tro n g  to  be used

a s  a c u r a t iv e .  T h is pam phlet a l s o  d efin ed  th e  id e a ,

th en  p re v a le n t among th e  a n t i - to b a c c o n is t s ,  th a t  smoking

"d ry e th  up th e  sperme and seed o f man" and was th e re -
10

fo re  a th r e a t  to  th e  r a c e .

F o r tu n a te ly  fo r  smokers, th e  c h ie f  r e s u l t s  

which came from th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e s e  non-smokera to  

3
Rowlands, Works. I l l ,  24.

10
Work fo r  Ghimny-Sweepers, o r , A w arning f o r  

T o b a c c o n is t s , in t r o d .  S. M. A tk in s (Oxford, 1936),
b s f ; ------------------

boo 12
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c lean se  th e  co u n try  o f tobacco  was th a t  tobacco r e 

ce ived  f u r th e r  p u b l ic i ty ,  and th e  " e v i l  weed" was 

p re se rv e d  f o r  fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s*
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Tobacco On Stage 

There a re  v a r io u s  rea so n s  why tobacco became 

a pop u la r a l lu s io n  on th e  E liz a b e th a n  sfeage. I t  p ro v id 

ed a means of id e n t i f y in g  p la c e s  and c h a ra c te rs  on th e  

s ta g e  a s  w e ll a s  add ing  re a l is m  in  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f 

ta v e rn s  end o r d in a r ie s .  I t  p ro v id ed  a source fo r  s a t i r e ,  

w hether o f th e  d ish o n e s t ap o th eca ry , th e  p u r i ta n ic a l  

c i t i z e n  who frowned on to b acco , or th e  c o u r t ly  g a l la n t  

who d iv id ed  h is  tim e between th e  o rd in a ry , th e  to b aceo - 

shop and P a u l’ s Walk. The s ta g e  was a ls o  a means th rough  

which th e  p la y w rig h ts  could p a r t i c ip a t e  in  the  p o p u la r 

tobacco c o n tro v e rsy . A lso , th e re  was a oustoia among 

p lay g o e rs  which must have made i t  alm ost im possib le  fo r  

p la y e r s  and w r i te r s  to  ign o re  to b a cco .

P au l H en tzner, a German law yer who made a d ia ry  

o f h i s  o b se rv a tio n s  on a t r i p  th rough  England in  1598 

reco rd ed  th a t  "a t th e se  s p e c ta c le s  [the  th e a tr e  and 

b e a r -b a i t in g  p i t s  [jand ev ery  where e l s e ,  th e  E n g lish  a re

c o n s ta n t ly  smoking th e  E ic o t la n  weed which in  America i s
1

c a l le d  ’ Tobaca’.," i t  was th e  custom of th e  g a l la n t  to  p u r

chase a s to o l  on s ta g e  and smoke h i s  p ip e  th e r e .  Dekker in  

The Gruls Hornbook (1608) t e l l s  h is  " s tu d e n ts "  th a t  among
 T  -----------------------------------

"T rav e ls  in  England" in  L ife  In  Shakespeare’ s 
England: A Book of E liz a b e th a n  P ro se , com piled by John
Dover ,/ i lso n  (Cambridge, 1915), p . 161.
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th e  ad van tages o f  ta k in g  a s ix p en n y  s t o o l  on 3 ta g e  i s
2

th a t  he oan r e a d i ly  get h i s  match l ig h te d .  The Soorn-

f t i l  Lady (1616), a p la y  by Beaumont and F letcher^m akes

re fe re n c e  to  g a l la n t s  who "wear swords to  reach  f i r e  a t
3

a p la y ” ( I ,  i i ,  52 ), and in  t h e i r  p la y , The Knight o f

th e  Burning P e s t l e  (c a . 1607), th e  C i t i z e n 's  Wife, who

s i t s  a long  w ith  h e r  husband on th e  s ta g e , com plains;

" th i s  s t in k in g  tobacco k i l l s  men*. Would th e re  were none
4

in  EnglandI ( I , i i ,  142-14B ).

The tobacco  m erchant was a popu lar co n v en tio n a l 

c h a ra c te r  on s ta g e . Jonson* s Abel Drugger in  th e  A lchem ist 

i s  p ro b ab ly  th e  b es t known, but th e re  a re  o th e rs  such as  

Vapour in  M idd le ton’ s A F a ir  q u a r r e l . These c h a ra c te rs  

a re  th e  dupes o f  t h e i r  custom ers and o f te n  th e  fo o ls  in  

th e  p la y .

The P u r i ta n s  m ight be j ib e d  a t ,  a s  in  t h i s  

passage  from M arston*s The Dutch C artezan  (1605) where 

a house-w ife^m rs. M u llig ru b , rem ark sj

2
The Buis Hornbook and The Belman of London 

(London, 1£>36), p . 49 •

3
The vVorks of F ra n c is  Beaumont and John .F le tch e r. 

ed . A. H. B u llen  (London, 1904), I ,  377.

4
■Elizabethan and B tu a rt P la y s , ed . C h arles B. 

B a s k e rv il l ,  V irg i l  B. l i e l tz e l  and A rthur H. Wether co t 
(hew York, 1957), p . 1110.
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I  could never endure t i l l s  ungodly Tabacco, 
s in c e  one o f our e ld e r s ,  a s su re d  me upon 
h i s  knowledge Tabacco was not used in  th e  
C ongregation of th e  fam ily  o f lo v e * • *•{III)®

The g a l la n t  came in  f o r  th e  g r e a te s t  d is p la y  

on s ta g e  a s  a to b a c c o - ta k e r  because o f h i s  immoderate 

use o f  to b a cco . C ap ta in  B o b a d ill , "a Paul* s m an," 1a 

♦Tonson* s  Every Man in  h i  a Humor (1598) makes an im pass

ioned speech about th e  m arvels o f to b acco , c la im ing  th a t  

he has d ined  on tobacco  alone fo r  a s  many as  tw enty-one 

days, p r a is in g  i t  a s  th e  a n t id o te  fo r a l l  p o iso n s  and 

c a l l in g  i t  " the  most so v e re ig n  and p re c io u s  weed th a t  

ever th e  e a r th  ten d ered  to  th e  use of m an.” Cob, a 

w a te r - c a r r ie r ,  r e p l i e s  th a t  tobacco  i s  f i t  on ly  to  choke 

a man and th a t :

There were fo u re  dyed ou t of one house, 
l a s t  weeke, w ith  ta k in g  o f i t ,  and two 
more th e  b e l l  went f o r ,  y e s te rn ig h t;  one 
o f them { they  say) w i l l  n ef e r  scape i t :  he 
vo ided  a b u sh e ll of so o t y e s te rd a y , upward, 
and downward* ( I I I*  V, 108-111)6

The most ex tended  soene devoted  to  g a l la n ts

and t h e i r  tobacco i s  in  M onsieur d*O live , a p la y  by

Chapman d a tin g  from 1606, in  which d*O live, a c o u r t ie r ,

i s  o b lig ed  to  defend tobacco  a g a in s t  th e  a t ta c k s  o f

a P u r i ta n ,  a  weaver " p u r b l in d . . .w ith  th e  Geneva s p i r i t "

§ '

The P la y s  of John Mars to n , ed , H. H arvey woods 
(London, 1^38), I I ,  l d 8 .

6
Ben Jonson. ed . 0 . H. Her fo rd  and P ercy  Simpson 

(O xford, 1937), I I I ,  356.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



30

who m a in ta in ed  th a t  I t  was:

• . . a  pagan p la n t ,  a p ro fane  weed 
And a moat s in f u l  seaoke, th a t  had

no w arran t 
Out o f th e  Word; in v en ted , su re ,

by 3 a th an .

He sa id  i t  was a rag  of popery , . . . .

D* Olive* s r e p ly  makes tobacco  " th a t  l i t t l e  shop o f N at

u re , w herein h e r whole workmanship i s  a b r id g ’ d ,"  and he 

defends smoking both  a s  h e a l th f u l ,  fo r  i t  d r iv e s  out 

i l l  vapours from th e  b ra in  and "drawes down a l l  bad 

Humours by th e  m outh," and a s  s tim u la tin g  to  th e  w i ts .

Tobacco was used a ls o  a s  s ta g e  b u sin ess  in

th e se  p la y s .  There a re  v a r io u s  examples of c h a ra c te rs  

smoking on s ta g e , a dev ice  which must have added sub

s t a n t i a l  re a l is m  to  th e  p la y , e s p e c ia l ly  when many in  

th e  aud ience would have been smoking a l s o .  The most 

s p e c ta c u la r  use of t h i s  dev ice i s  in  M arston’ s Vhat You 

W ill (1607) where th e  b u s in e ss  fo llo w s t h i s  s tag e  d l r -

E n te r  th e  Duke coppled  w ith  a Lady, two 
coop les more w ith  them, th e  men having 
tobacco p ip e s  in  t h e i r  hands, th e  woemen 
s i t t ,  th e y  daunce a round . The P e t i t io n  
i s  d e l iv e re d  up by Randolfo th e  Duke 
l i g h t e s  h is  tobacco p ipe  w ith  i t  and goes 
out d an c in g .8

9
The,Works of George Chapman, ed . R ichard  Hearne 

Shepherd (London, 1874), P la y s , 123-1S5.

I I ,  i )

e c t io n

8 '

M arston, .Yorks. I I ,  244.
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B eside th e se  f a i r l y  co n v en tio n a l u ses o f tob 

acco on th e  s ta g e , th e re  a re  two unique cases where 

tobacco i s  p e r s o n if ie d  on th e  s ta g e  and becomes an in 

t e g r a l  p a r t  of th e  p la y . The e a r l i e s t  i s  in  an anonymous 

p la y  L ingua; Or. The Combat of th e  Tongue, and th e  f iv e  

sen ses  fo r  S u p e r io r i ty ,  which was p r in te d  in  1607. The 

p la y  i s  s e t  in  Miorooosmus. or th e  human body, and L ingua, 

th e  tongue, who i s  p o r tra y e d  as  a woman, along  w ith  h e r  

w ily  s e rv a n t, Mendaoio, t r i e s ,  th rough  a s tra tag em , t o  

g e t h e r s e l f  in c lu d ed  as  a s ix th  sense in  Miorooosmus.

The oase i s  brought befo re  a judge, and O lfao tu s  ( th e  

sense of sm ell) p re s e n ts ,  a s  p a r t  of h i s  en tourage , 

Tobacco;

a p p a re lle d  in  a t a f f e t a  m an tle , h is  arms 
brown and naked, B uskins made of th e  p e e lin g  
of o s ie r s ,  h i s  neck b a re , hung w ith  In d ian  
le a v e s , h i s  fa ce  brown, p a in te d  w ith  blue 
s t r i p e s ,  in  h i s  nose swines* te e th ,  on h is  
head a p o in te d  w icker crown w ith  tobacco- 
p ip e s  s e t  in  i t ,  plumes o f tobacco  le a v e s , 
le d  by two In d ian  boys naked, w ith  ta p e r s  
in  th e i r  hands, tobacco-boxes and p ip e s  
l ig h te d .  (S tage d i r e c t io n ,  IV, iv . )

T his "g rea t and p u is s e n t God of Tobacco," who speeks

o n ly  a L a tin esq u e  g i b b e r i s h ,  i s  c a l le d  by O lfao tu s

" th e  m ighty Emperor Tobacco, King o f T rin id ad e , th a t ,

l a  being  conquered, conquered a l l  Europe, in  making

them pay t r i b u t e  fo r  t h e i r  smoke." He i s ;

Son o f th e  god Vuloan and T e llu s , k in  to  
th e  f a th e r  of m ir th , c a l le d  B achus,. . .
G enius of a l l  sw aggerers, sweet ointm ent 
fo r  sour t e e th ,  adamant of co m p an y ,...
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and of so g re a t d e s e r ts  t h a t ,  whoso i s  
a c q u a in ted  w ith  him can h a rd ly  fo rsak e  
him . (IV , iv .) 9

In  th e  end, because of h e r t r i c k e r y ,  and because she i s  

th e  mother o f  a l l  l i e s ,  Lingua i s  re fu se d  h er r e q u e s t .

The o th e r  example of t h i s  p e r s o n if ic a t io n  o f 

tobacco i s  in  The Masque o f F low ers which was p re se n te d  

by th e  Gentlemen o f Gray* s Inn  in  1614 "b e in g  th e  l a s t  o f 

th e  so le m n itie s  and m agnifioenoes which were perform ed 

a t  th e  m arriag e  of th e  R igh t Honourable th e  E a r l o f  

Somerset and th e  Lady F ran ces , dau g h ter o f th e  E a r l o f 

S u ffo lk , Lord C ham berlain ." I t  was d ed ica ted  in  th e  p r in te d  

v e rs io n  to  S ir  F ra n c is  Bacon, th e  d e d ic a tio n  being signed  

by j  • G ., ...D ., and T .B ., who were p ro b ab ly  th e  p e rso n s  r e s 

p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  p la y . The devioe of th e  masque i s  th a t  

th e  Sun a p p o in ts  S pring  and W inter to  p re se n t th e  newly 

m arried  couple w ith  a pagean t of v a r io u s  s p o r ts ,  and "more 

e s p e c ia l ly ,  th a t  W inter f o r  h i s  p a r t  tak e  knowledge o f  a 

c e r t a in  ch a llen g e  which had been l a t e l y  sen t and accep ted  

between S ile n u s  and Kawasha upon th i s  p o in t ,  th a t  Wine 

was more w orthy th a n  Tobacco, and d id  more cheer and 

r e l i e v e  th e  s p i r i t s  of man. T h is  to  be t r i e d  a t  two 

weapons, a t  song and a t  d a n c e . . ."  (P re fa o e ). Kawasha was 

a p p a re n tly  an  In d ian  god who was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  to b acco .

9
A S e le c t C o lle c tio n  of Old E n g lish  P la y s . 

o r ig in a l ly  p u b lish ed  by $ o b e rt i)odsley , 4 th . e d i t io n ,  
ed . W. C&rew H a z l i t t  (London, 1874), IX, 420-421.
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A fte r  an in tro d u c t io n  in  which W inter and Spring  announce

th e  purpose of th e  masque, th e re  fo llo w s th e  "A ntick-

Masque of th e  S ong .” Kawasha i s  costumed acco rd in g  to

th e se  d ir e c t io n s :

. . . o n  h is  head a n ig h t-c a p  of r e d - c lo th  o f 
g o ld , c lo se  to  h is  s k u l l ,  t i e d  under h is
ch in , two h o le s  in  to p , out of which h is
e a rs  appeared , hung w ith  two g re a t pendan ts; 
on th e  crown of h is  oap a chimney; a g la s s
cha in  about h is  neck; h i s  body and le g s  o f
o liv e -c o lo u r  s t u f f ,  made c lo se  l ik e  sk in ; 
b ases  o f to b a cco -co lo u r s tu f f  e a t l ik e  
tobacco  le a v e s , s p r in k le d  w ith  o rced u re ; 
in  h i s  hand an In d ian  bow-and arrows*

He was p receeded  by a se rg e an t who c a r r ie d  on h i s  shou lder

rta g re a t to b acco -p ip e  a s  b ig  a s  a e& liv e r” or- sm all m usket.

Both s id e s , S ilen u s  and crew, in  defence of iVine, and Kaw

asha and h i s  su p p o r te rs , exchange a s e r ie s  o f m ild ly  in 

s u l t in g  v e rse s  or songs, but th e  deba te  i s  never s e t t l e d ,

and because th e  masque i s  fo r  a jo y fu l  o ccasio n , both 

s id e s  ag ree  to  s to p  b ic k e r in g  and dance o f f ,  s in g in g  to 

g e th e r . In  th e  "A ntick-K asque of th e  Dance” which fo llo w s ,

th e  same c h a ra c te r s  ta k e  p a r t ,  but th e re  i s  none o f th e10
co n tro v e rsy  between tobacco and w ine.

$hiJLe th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e se  re fe re n c e s  t o  

tobacco m i^ it  be l o s t  on a m odern-day audience v iew ing  

one of th e se  p la y s , th e re  can be l i t t l e  doubt th a t  th e y

To
The Masque of th e  f lo w e rs , in  E ng lish  Masques. 

ed . H erbert A rth u r Evans (London, 1 8 9 7 ) ,pp. 100-112.
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d id  add a not© of immediacy which would have helped  an 

e a r ly  S even teen th  C entury aud ience  e s ta b l i s h  an id e n t i ty  

w ith  th e  p la y s .

I  w i l l  m ention here  one o th e r  cu rio u s  f a c t  about 

tobacco  on th e  E liz a b e th a n  s ta g e . Shakespeare, in  a l l  h is  

works, makes no re fe re n c e  to  to b acco , nor even su g g ests  

th a t  he i s  aware o f i t .  N e ith e r a re  th e re  any o u ts id e  

c lu e s  a s  to  what m ight account fo r  t h i s  om ission . Whether 

he smoked or n o t, w hether he l e f t  tobacco  out of h i s  p la y s  

fo r  p o l i t i c a l  o r a e s th e t ic  re a so n s , a re  unansw erable 

q u e s tio n s .
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Tiie Tobacoo Pam phlets

In  th i s  s e c t io n , I  id. 11 d ea l w ith  th e  whole 

group o f tobacco  pam phlets. The f i r s t ,  Tabaoo, which 

was alm ost c e r t a in ly  w r i t te n  by Anthony Chute, a p ro te g e  

o f G ab rie l Harvey, appeared  in  1595. Prom then  u n t i l  1620, 

th e re  appeared  an o th e r s ix te e n  works on the  s u b je o t.

The su b je c t m a tte r  v a r ie d  from such d o w n -to -earth  to p ic s  

a s , An Advice how to  p la n t  Tobacco in  England by th e  un

known a u th o r , T. 0 ., t o  polem ics a g a in s t  th e  weed suoh a s  

John D eaco n s Tobacco T o rtu red , o r . th e  f i l t h i e  fume 

of Tobacco r e f in e d :  shewing a l l  s o r t s  o f  s u b je c ts ,  th a t  

th e  inward ta k in g  o f Tobacco fumes, i s  very  p e rn io io u s  

unto t h e i r  b o d ie s : to o  too  p ro flu v io u s  fo r  many o f t h e i r  

p u rse s : and most p e s t i f e ro u s  to  th e  p u b lic  S ta te .  Exemp

l i f i e d  a p p a re n tly  by most f e a r f u l l  e f f e c t s .

G en e ra lly  speak ing , th e se  pam phlets were not 

w r i t te n  by men who have rem ained w e ll known u n t i l  to 

day. The e x c ep tio n s  a re  King Jam es, Joshua S y lv e s te r ,  

whose s in g le  t r a c t  on th e  su b je o t was in  v e rse , Barnaby 

R ich , and R ichard  B ra ith w a ite .

However, th e  men who w rote th e se  pam phlets were 
w e ll a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e  o th e r  pam phlets, and o f te n  one

35
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pampiilet would be w r i t te n  as  a r e p ly  to  a n o th e r . R ichard  

B raithw aite*  s The Smoking Age, or The Han in  th e  M ist 

(1617) r e f e r s  to  th e  poem Tobacoo B a tte re d  by Joshua 

S y lv e s te r  (1617), and in c lu d e s  as  a s o r t  of appendix  a 

summary of Chute’ s Tabaco. The anonymous au th o r o f  A New 

and Short Defense of Tabacco (1602) s t a t e s  th a t  he has 

re ad  Htwoo s e v e r a l l  D iscou rses l a t e l y  p u tte  downe by 

twoo s in g u la r  e x q u is i te  le a rn ed  P h y s it io n s ,  Con and P ro" 

which would l i k e ly  be Work fo r  Chimny-sweepers by H. J .  

which was e n te re d  a t  th e  s t a t io n e r s  r e g i s t e r  25 June7 1601 

( c o n tra ) and A Defense o f Tabacco w ith  a f r ie n d ly  answer 

to  th e  l a t e  p r in te d  book c a l le d  Worke fo r  Qhlinny-sweepers 

e n te re d  4 January , 1602 ( p ro ). John Deacon d e d ic a te d  h is  

book, Tobacoo T o rtu re d , to  King James, who had made h is  

p o s i t io n  w e ll known th rough  h is  G o u n te rb la s te . T h is would 

p o in t  to  a d e f in i t e  aw areness in  Londoners o f  the  con

tro v e r s y  and in d ic a te s  th e  energy of th e  d is p u te .

The e a r l i e r  pam phlets seem to  be m ain ly  o f  a 

m edical n a tu re .  Anthony Chute’ s Tabaco i s  s u b t i t l e a  Tne 

d i s t i n c t  end s e v e r a l l  o p in ions of th e  l a t e  and b e s t P h i-  

s i t j o n s  th a t  have w r i t te n  o f th e  d iv e rs  n a tu re s  and qual

i t i e s  th e r e o f . The main p a r t  of th e  o u ts id e  m a te r ia l  he 

p re s e n ts  i s  from Konardes and M o o t. However, th e  book 

i s  g e n e ra lly  based on Chute’ s own o b se rv a tio n s  such a s  

t h i s  one concern ing  tim es when one should use tobacoo .

I  would not th a t  any should  re c e iv e  i t  a t
any tim e but when he f in d  h im se lf  n o t w e ll
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d isp o sed , or beeing w e ll , su sp e c ts  e i th e r  
th a t  he h a th  s u r f a i t e d ,  or som ething which 
he h a th  in  h is  stomaok, may make him i l l .

{pp. 10- 11)1

Or, r e p ly in g  to  a comment by a London docto r th a t  he had

seen a man d ie  of to b acco , t h i s  comment: " . . . I  am t r u e ly

re s o lv e d , th a t  f o r  th a t  one which d ie d , i t  ha th  saved

th re e sc o re "  (p . 2 0 ) . He a ls o  p a s se s  on th e  m is in fo rm atio n

th a t  tobacco  would cure s y p h i l is :

They a ff irm e  th a t  in  F rance a man having 
a  so re  u lc e r ,  or impostume, caused by th e  
e v i l  o f N aples, th a t  we c a l in  L n g lish  th e  
French som ething, was im m ediately  cured  
th e r e o f ,  (pp. 44-45) .2

T his pam phlet i s  th e  su b je o t of one of th e  two 

s c h o la r ly  a r t i c l e s  on t h i s  f i e l d .  Robert J .  Kane, work

in g  from d u e s  in  th e  pam phlet, a s  w e ll a s  rem arks about 

th e  work and i t s  au th o r  made by Thomas Nashe in  two o th 

e r  pam phlets, Have w ith  you to  S a ffro n  Walden, and Nashe* s 

L enten  S tu f f ,  confirm s th a t  th e  A. G. who w rote Tabaco 

was d e f i n i t e l y  Anthony Chute. Of th e  pam phlet I t s e l f ,

Kane says:

Ghutete l i t t l e  cen to , th e n , h as  a double t i t l e  
to  d i s t in c t io n ;  i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  t r e a t i s e  o f i t s

 1   --------------------------------------
(London, 1595), From a m ic ro -f ilm  copy in  th e  

Assumption U n iv e r s i ty  o f Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  i s  
now in  th e  H untington L ib ra ry , San M erino, C a l i f o rn ia .

2
I  have been unable to  f in d  whom th e  I t a l i a n s  

h e ld  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  s o c ia l  d is e a s e s ,  a euphemism which 
Ghute m ight have found u s e fu l  fo r  r e p la c in g  " th e  Frenoh 
som eth ing .”
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kind  in  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and i t  i s  
p ro b ab ly  th e  f i r s t  in  any l i t e r a t u r e  to  
g iv e  p ro p er im portance to  th e  custom
of smoking .3

The contem porary e s tim a te  of t h i s  work i s  in d ic a te d  by 

th e  f a c t  th a t  K ichard B ra ith w a ite , a s  no ted  e a r l i e r ,  

appended a summarized v e rs io n  of i t  to  h is  own work 

because Tabaco was in  demand but u n a v a ila b le .

As to  th e  p la ce  which Tabaoo took in  th e  de

v e lo p in g  co n tro v e rsy , i t  i s  hard  t o  a l ig n  i t  on e i th e r  

s id e .  Chute was a tte m p tin g  to  w rite  a f a c tu a l  and in 

fo rm a tiv e  t r e a t i s e  on a new and, to  him, a trem endously  

im portan t d rug . At th e  same tim e , he in form s us th a t  

he i s  a smoker and on re a d in g  th e  book, one g e ts  the 

im pression  th a t  e i th e r  he sim ply d id  not fo llo w  h i s  

own r u le s  fo r  the  ta k in g  o f  to b acco , or he was o f te n  

"not w e ll d isp o sed ” or expected  to  become th a t  way from 

a " s u r f a i t . ” T his pam phlet does,how ever, e s ta b l i s h  most 

o f th e  argum ents which were l a t e r  used by th o se  who de

fended  tobacco from a m edical view p o in t .  C h ie f ly , he 

a rg u es  m oderation  in  th e  use of tobacoo , l i s t s  au th o r

i t i e s ,  most of whom, such a s  Galen and H ippoooates, knew 

n o th in g  of tobacco , and g iv e s  in s t r u c t io n  fo r  th e  var

io u s  means of ap p ly in g  i t  a s  a m edicam ent.

The f i r s t  a n t i- to b a c c o  pam phlet was p u b lish e d
g

R obert I .  Kane, "Anthony Chute, Thomas Nashe, 
and th e  f i r s t  E n g lish  Work on T obacco," Review of E n g lish  
S tu d ie s , VII (1931), 151-159.
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pseudonymously by " F h ila re te s "  e n t i t l e d  v/ork Tor Gh imny- 

sw eepers: Or A Warning fo r  T o b acco n ists , d e s c r ib in g  th e  

p e rn lo io u s  use o f Tobacoo, no le a s e  p le a sa n t th e n  pro

f i t a b l e  f o r  a l l  a o r ta  to  re a d e . w ith  th i s  encouraging  

n o te  fo llo w in g : "B e tte r  be ohokt w ith  E n g lish  hemp, th a n  

p o isen ed  w ith  In d ian  Tobacco." R obert Kane has a l s o  i e a l t

w ith  th e  au th o rsh ip  o f t h i s  work in  an o th e r a r t i c l e ,  " Jo s -
4

eph H a ll and Work f o r  Ohirnny-sweepers.” There i s  a de

d ic a to ry  poem in  th e  work which i s  signed  J .  H. and from 

s t y l i s t i c  evidence Kane p o in ts  out th a t  i t  might w e ll have 

been w r i t te a  by Joseph  H a ll .  As to  th e  a u th o rsh ip  o f th e  

whole, however, he p o in ts  out th a t  w h ile  H a ll s id e d  w ith  

th e  a n ti- to b a c c o  f a c t io n  in  h is  The D iscovery  o f a New 

world and o th e r  works, th e re  i s  not s u f f i c ie n t  ev idence 

to  id e n t i f y  " P h i la re te s "  w ith  H a l l .

The pam phlet s e ta  ou t e ig h t argum ents a g a in s t 

th e  use of tobacoo , th e  m a jo r i ty  o f which a re  on a med

ic a l  b a s is .  For example, th e  t h i r d  argument e x p la in s  th a t  

tobacco can be in ju r io u s  to  h e a l th  because " i t  i s  ex

perim en ted  and t ry e d  to  be a most s tro n g  and v io le n t  

p u rg e ,"  (an e f f e c t  which many have experienced  a f t e r  

t h e i r  f i r s t  c ig a r ) .

Or, th e  fo u r th  argument e x p la in in g  th a t :

4
UCLA. LI {1 9 3 6 ) ,  4 0 7 -4 1 3 .
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. . . i t  w i th e r i th  and d r ie th  up n a tu ra l  
m o is tu re  in  our b o d ie s , thereby- 
causing  s t e r i l i t y  and b a rre n e sse :
In  which re s p e o t i t  aeemeth an enemie 
to  th e  con tinuance  and p ro p ag a tio n  
of manicinde.

But not a l l  th e  argum ents were s c i e n t i f i c .  The seven th  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in te r e s t i n g  because i t  was f u r th e r  em

p loyed  by o th e r  a n t i - to b a c c o n is t s ,  in c lu d in g  King Jam es. 

I t  ru n s , " th e  f i r s t  au th o r and f in d e r  th e re o f  was th e  

D ev il, and th e  f i r s t  p r a o t i s e r s  of th e  same were D ev il’ s 

P r i e s t s ,  and th e re fo re  no t to  be used by C h r is t ia n s ."

In  r e p ly  to  t h i s  d i a t r i b e  on th e  weed, th e re  

appeared  anonymously two d efen ses  of tobacco on ly  a few 

months l a t e r .  The most p o in te d  was A D efense o f Tobacco; 

w ith  a f r i e n d ly  answer to  th e  l a t e  p r in te d  book c a l le d
' *5 ' 1' f  ~ "....

Worke fo r  Chimny-Sweepers. The a u th o r , who m entions

th a t  he does n o t Know who w rote Work f o r  Ghimny-Sweepers.

ta k e s  th e  f a m il ia r  s tan d  o f m o d era tio n . R e fe rr in g  to  th e

au th o r o f Work, he says:

I f  h is  meaning be, o n e ly  to  coademne 
th e  abuse of Tabacco: in  t h a t  I  am 
read y  to  ta k e  h is  p a r t ,  and w i l l  most 
w i l l in g ly  joyne w ith  him hand and hand: 
but ye t so , a s  I  do th in k , th a t  a good 
th in g  should  be no more m is ilk e d , fo r  
th e  abuse th e re o f .  {A3V)

Then, p roceed ing  l ik e  Chute befo re  him and o th e rs  a f t e r ,

g
(London, 1602), From a m ic ro -f ilm  copy in  th e  

Assumption U n iv e rs ity  o f Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  
i s  now in  th e  H untington  L ib ra ry , San M erino, C a l i fo rn ia .
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he defends th e  use o f tobacco a s  a c u ra t iv e . H is method 

i s  suggested  by th e  pam phlet he i s  a t ta c k in g . As i t  was 

l a i d  oat a s  a s e r ie s  o f s ta tem en ts  or argum ents, so he 

r e p l i e s  by co n fu tin g  them one by one, o f te n  tu rn in g  the 

f i r s t  a u th o r ’ s a u t h o r i t i e s  a g a in s t  him by a more r a t io n 

a l  in t e r p r e t a t i o n .  In  the Work, the argument was brought 

f o r th  th a t  smoking would blacken a smoker’ s b ra in , to  

which the  defender r e p l i e s :

As f o r  th e  reaso n  th a t  you b rin g , to  prove 
Tabacco, to  leav e  in  our b ra in e , a b lack , 
sw arte , s o o tis h  t i n c tu r e ,  because i t  doth  
a l l  to  be-b laoke th e  P ip e  v/herein i t  i s  
ta k en : 0 L ord, i t  i s  very  weak reaso n .

g u ite  s e n s ib ly , he su g g e s ts  th a t  one o n ly  has 

to  look in to  th e  mouth and th r o a t  of a smoker to  d is 

prove the  other* s c la im .

The o th e r  defense  w r i t te n  th a t  year was A New
6

and Short Defense o f Tabacco which i s  one of the most 

e n te r ta in in g  of th e se  pam phlets. The au th o r p roceeds in  

h is  defense o f tobacco by p u t t in g  h is  argument in to  a 

p la n  based on th e  m echanics of s c h o la s t ic  ph ilosophy  

using  c h a r ts  and ta b le s .  He m entions th a t  w hile he was 

a s tu d e n t a t  Oxford, he had become d e a th ly  i l l  and cred 

i t s  tobacoo w ith  r e tu rn in g  him to  h e a l th .  Having th u s  

ex p erien ced  th e  m ed ic in a l p r o p e r t ie s  o f t h i s  h e rb , he

says t h a t ,  s in ce  th en , he has used tobacco  in  m oderation 
-  ,

(London, 1602). from  a m ic ro -f ilm  copy in  th e  
Assumption U n iv e rs ity  of Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  i s  
now in  th e  H unting ton  L ib ra ry , San M erino, C a l i f o rn ia .
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a s  a means of keep ing  f i t .  He p r a is e s  i t  a s  tlie  g re a t

e s t  of sim ples and makes t h i s  comment about th o se  who 

use tobacco im m oderately.

W herefore v ig i l a n t  c ircu m sp ec tio n  must 
be had, th a t  Tabacco be hand led  consid 
e r a t e ly  and r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  n o t ,  p h an a tio -  
a l l y ,  p h a n ta s t io a l ly ,  in s o le n t ly ,  excess
iv e ly , and w antonly , a s  some humorous 
p r a ^ a a t i c a l l ,  looodooians (Vaine and v ase r)  
use to  doe, whose noses a re  l ik e  unto 
Mount A etna, t h e i r  mouthes and L ippes 
(a s  i t  were) th * o u t-b ru s t  of h is  H e ll is h  
smoake, f ly in g ,  and f la s h in g  about t h e i r  
f a c e s  w ith  every H uffe , Snuffe, and P u ffe , 
s p i t t i n g  out t h e i r  owne f o l l y ,  to  th e  
g re a t o ffen ce  of many. (Bgv)

He b reaks down to b a c c o - ta k in g  in to  v a rio u s  c a te g o r ie s

and under "U ses” he f in d s  th e se  v a rio u s  a p p l ic a t io n s .

(Reforme and r e c t i f i e  
(what i s  em isse . 
(Provoke vomite 

For i t  i s  p r o f i t a b le  to  (upw ards.Purge by
(s e ig e , humours 
(o f any com bination . 
(Cure wounds of 
(e v e ry  c o n d itio n .

Por th e  f i r s t ,  i t  should be smoked* fo r  th e  second, 

chewed, w ith  fo u r  or f iv e  drops of th e  ju ic e  " d r i l l e d  

in to  the stom aokej" fo r  th e  t h i r d ,  s te ep ed  in  w ine; and 

f o r  th e  l a s t ,  used in  th e  form of a s h e s . He a p p l ie s  th e  

same method to  o th e r  a s p e c ts  of the ta k in g  o f tobaoco .

He a ls o  ad d s , th a t  fo r  smoking, "one g ra in  a t  th e  l e a s t  

of o i le  of A nniseedes" be added to  th e  tobacco , p re 

sumably to  improve th e  t a s t e .  He th u s  a l ig n s  h im se lf  

w ith  th o se  who favoured  th e  use of tobaoco a s  a m edicine
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to  be tak en  c a r e f u l ly  and ju d ic io u s ly .

A fte r  a la p se  o f about two y ea rs , th e re  was 

p u b lish ed , ag a in  anonymously, what has become th e  most 

famous o f th e  tobacco pam phlets. I t  was e n t i t l e d ,  A 

C o u n te r-B laste  to  -Tobacco, and, a lth o u g h  i t s  a u th o r  

d id  n o t acknowledge i t  u n t i l  1616, h is  s u b je c ts  r e a l 

iz ed  soon a f t e r  i t s  f i r s t  appearance th a t  i t  was w r i t te n  

by th e  K ing. H is a t t i t u d e  tow ard th e  weed was p u b lic  

knowledge. In  a l e t t e r  to  S ir  Amias P a u le t t e n ta t iv e ly  

d a ted  in  December o f 1603, th e  year o f James’ s ao cess io n ,

S i r  John H aring ton  re p o r te d  an aud ience he had had w ith  

th e  X ing. He says:

H is m a je s t ie  muche askede ooncerninge 
my op in io n  o f th e  new weede tobacco , 
and s a id  " i t  woud, by i t s  u se , in fu se  
i l l  q u a l i t i e s  on th e  b ra in e , and th a t  
no le a rn e d e  man ought to  t a s t e  i t ,  and 
w ishede i t  fo rb id d e n ."

Then, in  October of 1604, James issu ed  h is  Commissio

P ro  Tabacoo, which n o t o n ly  p u b l ic ly  s ta te d  h is  op in ion

on to b acco , but r a i s e d  th e  im port d u ty  to  such an e x te n t

as he thought would e f f e c t iv e ly  d iscou rage  smoking in

E ngland. Thus, th e  pam phleteer who w rote of tobacco  as

fo llo w s , was soon id e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  monarch.

A oustome lothsom e to  th e  eye, h a t e f u l l  
to  th e  nose , h a rm efu ll to  th e  b ra in e , 
dangerous to  th e  Lungs, and in  th e  b lacke

7
S ir  John H aring ton , L e t te r s  and Ipiggam s, ed . 

Norman E. McClure (P h ila d e lp h ia , 1930}, p . 111.
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a t in k in g  fame th e re o f ,  n e e re s t  resem bling  
th e  h o r r ib le  S tig ia n  smoke of th e  p i t  th a t
i s  b o tto a e le s s e .8

Jam es’ s pam phlet i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  not on ly  because 

of i t s  a u th o r’ s ran k , but a ls o  because i t  was th e  f i r s t  

of th e  tobacco pam phlets which made no r e a l  e f f o r t  to  

d ea l w ith  tobacco in  m edical te rm in o lo g y . To be su re , 

James does d is c u s s  th e  m ed ica l c laim s h e ld  out f o r  

to b acco , but p r im a r i ly  h is  i s  an em otional and q u ite  

u n re s tra in e d  po!emio a g a in s t  one of S a tan ’ s dev io es to  

lu r e  men down h e l l i s h  p a th s .  M ainly, he argued th a t  to b 

acco was a fa d , an expensive w aste of tim e which could 

bear no good because i t  was in tro d u ced  from a n a t io n  

o f h ea th en s .

And now good Countrey men l e t  us ( I  p ra y  
you) c o n s id e r , what honour or p o l ic ie  can 
moove us to  im ita te  th e  b a rb a rio u s  and b e a s t
l y  manors o f th e  w ild e , g o d le sse , and s la v 
is h  In d ia n s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  so v i l e  and s t in k -  
a oustom e?...w hy doe we not a s  w e ll im ita te  
them in  w alk ing naked a s  th e y  doe? in  p r e f e r r 
ing  g la s s e s ,  f e a th e r s ,  and such to y es  to  golde 
and p re c io u s  s to n e s , a s  they  do? yea why do 
we n o t den ie  Cod and adore  th e  B e v l l l ,  a s  
th e y  doe? (12-13)

James does seem to  have f a i r l y  w e ll understood  tobacco

and i t s  e f f e c t s  a s  w ell a s  th e  m edical nonsense put

forw ard by th e  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s .  Hot w ithou t humor he

says of th e  power which tobacco was supposed to  have

a s  a cure fo r  th e  pox:

As f o r  c u rin g  of th e  pookes, i t  se rv es
g  „

James I ,  C o u n te r-B la s te . p . 32 .
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fo r  tH at use but among th e  pookie In d ian  
s laves*  Here in  Hngland i t  i s  r e f in e d , 
and w i l l  not deigne to  core h ee re  any 
o th e r  th e n  c le a n ly  and gentlem anly  d is 
e a s e s . Omnipotent power of Tabasco. (p . 25}

He reco g n ized  a ls o  th a t  tobacco  was h a b i t  form

in g  e x p la in in g , c o r r e c t ly ,  th a t  once th e  body becomes 

accustom ed to  i t ,  a s  to  o th e r  th in g s  such a s  a lco h o l 

and n a r c o t ic s ,  i t s  absence can cause a severe  r e a c t 

io n . He a lso  m entions a o u rio u s  a t t r i b u t e  o f tobacco 

to  which I  f in d  no o th e r  a l lu s io n :  th a t  tobacco  smoke 

had power to  e x o rc ise  d e v i ls ,  an  Idea which he r e j e c t s ,  

rem arking  th a t  i f  i t  d id , i t  would "se rv e  a s  a p re c io u s  

R e lio k e , both f o r  th e  s u p e r s t i t io u s  P r i e s t s ,  and th e  

in s o le n t P u r i ta n e s ,  to  o as t out d e v i l l s  w ith a l l  ” (p . 2 5 }* 

However, h is  f i n a l  t i r a d e  a g a in s t  tobacco seems to  

exem plify  b es t th e  n a tu re  of h is  d i s l ik e  fo r  to b acco .

M oreover, which i s  a g re a t i n i q u i t i e ,  and 
a g a in s t  a l l  h u m en itie , th e  husband s h a l l  
not bee ashamed, to  reduce  th e re b y  h i s  
d e l i c a te ,  wholesome, and c le a n s  complex- 
ioned w ife , to  th a t  e x tre m e tie , th a t  e i th 
e r  shee must a ls o  co rru p t h e r sweete b rea th  
th e re w ith , or e l s e  re s o lv e  to  l i v e  in  a 
p e r p e tu a l l  s t in k in g  to rm en t, (pp . 31-32}

While bh is does g ive  an in d ic a t io n  of James’ s a t t i t u d e

tow ard women, i t  a ls o  dem onstra tes  th a t  h is  enm ity  fo r

tobacco a ro se  from f e a r  o f i t  a s  a s o c ia l  e v i l .  He may

have been in f lu en c ed  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t when he

saw women smoking, f o r  a s  I  have in d ic a te d  e a r l i e r ,

a p p a re n tly  women ( a t  l e a s t ,  th o se  women who had th e
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freedom  to  do so ) , on th e  in tro d u c tio n  of tobacco , were 

on ly  a p u ff  away from th e  men in  in d u lg in g  in  the  new 

n a t io n a l  v ic e .

To .ass  a f in a l  coj ament on t h i s  ro y a l in v e c tiv e , 

i t  i s  th e  most re ad a b le  of th e  tobacco pam phlets, w hile 

being a t  th e  same tim e one of th e  l e a s t  ty p ic a l  of them.

I t  i s  in te r e s t i n g  because i t  i s  so s tro n g ly  b ia sed  and 

em otional; and fo r  th e se  same rea so n s  i t  i s  a ty p ic a l .

The m a jo r i ty  of th o se  who w rote a g a in s t  th e  use o f to b 

acco com plained because i t  was, to  them, being w rongly 

used . They seem to  have been m ostly  in te r e s te d  in  cor

r e c t in g  the  abuse so th a t  th e y  might get th e  b es t use 

of a new h e rb . T heir i n t e r e s t  was more s c i e n t i f i c ,  more 

q u e s tio n in g , th an  James’ s view, which was concerned alm ost 

com plete ly  w ith  th e  e th ic a l  and moral a s p e c ts  of smoking. 

In  e ssen ce , he w rote what must be one of th e  f i r s t  tem

perance  pam phlets in  th e  E n g lish  language, a fo re ru n n e r  

to  th e  works of th e  A n ti-S a lo o n  League.

A fte r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  of James’ s work, th e  scene 

was q u ie t , a t  l e a s t  in  term s of reco rd ed  o u tp u t, u n t i l  

1610, when Edmund G ard in er, a p h y s ic ia n  and a C a th o lic , 

who had been im prisoned by th e  Court o f King’ s Bench

f o r  rea so n s  which I  have not been ab le  to  u n ea rth  pub-
10

l i s h e d  h ia  The T r i a l l  o f Tabacco. This work was in ten d ed

----------------- H5--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------
(London, 1610) From a m ie ro -s ilm  copy in  th e  

Assumption U n iv e rs ity  of hind scar L ib ra ry , An o r ig in a l  
i s  now in  th e  H unting ton  L ib ra ry , Can m erino , C a l i f o rn ia .
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to  be a most s c i e n t i f i c  and o b je c tiv e  s tu d y  o f th e  herb  

in  a d i s t i n c t  and p la in  s ty le ,  and was not to  be Btoo  

p a r t i e . lB a s  were th e  works of th o se  o th e rs  he had read  

on th e  s u b je c t .  He g iv e s  a l i s t  of s e v e n ty - f iv e  d i f 

f e r e n t  a u th o rs  whom he has c i te d  in  h is  book, which ran  

to  one hundred and s ix te e n  p ag es . Some of th e se  a re  quot

ed a s  a u th o r i ty  on tobacco or m edio lne, but th e  most be

cause th e y  p ro v id ed  th e  au th o r w ith  a read y  s to re  of 

aphorism s. In  th e  l i s t  th e re  a re  such d iv e rse  names a s  

Homer, H esiod, A r i s to t l e ,  P a ra c e ls u s , T erence, M a r tia l ,  

A lb e rtu s  Magnus, Chaucer, and W illiam  Camden. Of w r i t 

e r s  who say  much about tobacco he l i s t s  Monardes, R ich

ard  H akluyt, and John G erard , a Londoner who w ro te , in  

1597, a v ery  famous E n g lish  H erb a l. He a ls o  m entions 

both  Work fo r  Ghimny-sweepers and th e  r e p ly , A Defense 

o f  Tobacco, and n o te s  th a t  he i s  not being  com pelled to  

w rite  h i s  work a s  th e  au th o r of th e  Defense had s a id  he 

was; G ard iner w i l l  ta k e  th e  more d i f f i c u l t  pa th  and f o l 

low a m iddle way between both ex trem es.

Before d is c u s s in g  th e  co n ten t o f th e  pam phlet, 

i t  i s  w orth n o tin g  th a t  th e  au th o r m entions hav ing  made 

se v e ra l a ttem p ts  to  grow tobacco and g iv es  adv ice  f o r  

i t s  c u l t iv a t io n ,  so i t  would seem th a t  he had c o n s id e r

ab le  ex p erien ce  w ith  th e  p la n t .  As an a s id e , tobacco 

grown in  England has never been pop u la r fo r  i t s  smoking 

q u a l i t i e s .  T his has kep t th e  England dependent on c o l-

ASSUMPTION IMVERSiTY LIBRARY

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



48

o n ia l and fo re ig n  so u rces  of supply , and in  Jam es 's  

tim e , caused dim much embarrassment because th e  E n g lish  

in s i s t e d  on buying Spanish  tobacco which was e s p e c ia l ly  

favou red  a lthough  ex trem ely  ex p en siv e .

I t  i s  ev id en t from, the f i r s t  few pages o f t h i s  

pam phlet, The T r i a l l  of Tabscoo, th a t  th e  au th o r i s  not 

p a r t i c u l a r ly  ixapressed w ith  th e  o u ra tiv e  powers of to b 

acco when taken  a s  smoke. I t  would have i t s  g r e a te s t  

e f f e c t  when ta k en  in  th e  form of a syrup, which must 

have been in  e f f e c t  and t a s t e  not u n lik e  th e  ju ic e  which 

form s from m a s tic a t in g  a quid of nB u ll Durham." Of smok

e r s  he says;

Some use to  d rin k  Tabacco (a s  i t  Is  
tearm ed) fo r  wantonnes, or r a th e r  Custom, 
and cannot fo rb e a re  i t ,  no, n o t in  th e  
m idst o f t h e i r  d in n e r or supper; which 
k in d  o f ta k in g  i s  unholsome, and very  
dangerous, i f  not s lo v e n ly ; a lthough  
to  ta k e  i t  seldom, and th a t  p h y s ic a l ly  
may do some good, and is  to  be to l e r a t e d .

(p . 9}

But:

The v/eight of fo u re  ounces of th e  ju ic e  
of Tobacco being  drunke, p u rg e th  bothe 
upwards and downewards, and p ro c u re th  
a f t e r  a long  end sound s le e p , (p . 20}

T h ere fo re , i t  seems q u ite  lo g ic a l  th a t  a d o c to r, in  an 

age when v o id in g  th e  system  was th e  f i r s t  s te p  in  most 

c u re s , would fav o u r th e  l a t t e r ;  -PP would ta k e  an  a s r  

tro n o m ica l amount of smoke to  purge an accustom ed smok

e r  and th en  i t  would p ro b ab ly  not a c t  downwards.

To sup p o rt h is  p o s i t io n  tow ards tobacco , he
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g iv e s  s e v e ra l r e c ip e s  fo r  v a r io u s  tobacco co n co ctio n s, 

one of which, fo r  in s ta n c e , rti s  good fo r  an o ld  p a in  in  

th e  head and sh a rp en e th  th e  e y e - s ig a t .

The n ex t pam phlet on tobacco  came ou t th e  f o l l 

owing y ea r, 1611, and was e n t i t l e d ,  The Perfum ing o f Tob

acco . and th e  G reat Abuse Oom aitted in  i t .  A lthough I  have 

been unable to  c o n su lt t h i s  work, or f in d  d e s c r ip t io n  

of i t  In  secondary  so u rce s , I  th in k  i t  s a fe  to  presume 

th a t  i t  was a smoker* s com plaint a g a in s t  th o se  tobacco - 

m erchant s m entioned in  an e a r l i e r  c h a p te r , who a d u l te r 

a te d  t h e i r  m erchand ise . Follow ing t h i s  came N epenthes 

by W illiam B arc lay , in  1614, which i s  p re se n ted  in  a 

fo llo w in g  c h a p te r .

The year 1615 saw th e  p u b lic a t io n  of An Advice 

how to  p la n t Tobacco in  England, by T. C«, an o th er work 

to  which I  have n o t had a c c e s s . C onsidering  th a t  domes

t i c  tobacco never won p o p u la r i ty  in  England, we might 

h ere  assume th a t  i t  was n o t a v e ry  good ad v ic e .

The n ex t pam phlet was Tobacco T o rtu red , w r i t

te n  in  1616 by John Deacon, a gentlem an whose fame has 

n o t been p re se rv e d  by th e  D ic tio n a ry  of N a tio n a l B iogra

phy. but whciB, from h is  s t y l e ,  I  would g a th e r to  have 

had t r a in i n g  f o r  th e  m in is try .  In  keep ing  w ith  h i s  t i t l e ,  

Deacon d ed ic a te d  h i s  work to  K ing James, but I  have been 

unable to  f in d  w hether i t  brought him any p re fe rm en t.

The com plete t i t l e  su g g es ts  th e  tone of what i s  to  fo llo w
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in  tlie  book, which ru n s  to  198 p ag es .

Tobaooo T o rtu re d , o r , th e  f i l t h i e  Fume 
o f Tobacco re f in e d :  skewing a l l  s o r t s  
o f  s u b je c ts ,  th a t  th e  inward ta k in g  
of Tobacco fumes i s  v e ry  p e rn ic io u s  
unto  t h e i r  bod ies; to o  to o  p ro flu v io u s  
fo r  many o f t h e i r  p u rs e s ; and most 
p e s t i f e r o u s  to  th e  p u b lic  s t a t e .  Ex
em p lif ied  a p p a re n tly  by most f e a r f u l l  
a f f e c t s :  more e s p e c ia l ly ,  from th e i r  
tre a c h e ro u s  p r o je c t s  about th e  Gun
powder T reason ; from t h e i r  r e b e l l io u s  
a tte m p ts  of l a t e  about t h e i r  p re p o s t
erous despark ing  of c e r ta in e  In o lo su re s : 
a s  a l s o ,  from sundry o th e r  o f  th e i r  
p ro d ig io u s  p r a c t i s e s .* *

The book i s  w r i t te n  in  th e  form of a d ia lo g u e  between 

two im aginary  gentlem en, C apn istu s and Hydrophorus, 

one on e i th e r  s id e  o f the  tobacco  co n tro v e rsy , end, 

a s  w e ll a s  d is c u s s in g  th e  weed, th e y  a ls o  dw ell a t  

le n g th  on w ine. The r e s u l t s  in  both  cases  a re  th a t  

th e  one who in d u lg es  in  th e s e  v ic e s  i s  lo g ic a l ly  con

v inced  o f h i s  e r ro r  and re s o lv e s  to  amend h is  ways. The 

w r i t in g  i s  by f a r  th e  most f l o r i d  of th a t  in  any of th e se  

pam ph le ts . W hile th e  s ty l e  ten d s  to  v e rb o s ity , i t  i s  

n o n e th e le s s  v iv id  and l iv e ly ,  and where th e  a u th o r  over

reach es  h im s e lf , i t  can be h ig h ly  am using. Follow ing a 

custom seen in  o th e r  pam phlets, Beacon la rd e d  h i s  work 

w ith  re fe re n c e s  from Hebrew ( th e  B ible being  h is  p r in 

c ip le  so u rce ), Greek, L a tin , and even E n g lish . He used 

A r i s to t l e ,  G alen, ana H ip p o cra tes  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  th e

n
{London, 1616), From a m ic ro -f ilm  copy in  th e  

Assumption U n iv e rs i ty  of 'Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  
i s  now in  th e  H untington  L ib ra ry , San M erino, C a l i f o rn ia .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



51

3 o r ip tu r e s .  He g iv e s  a le n g th y  account of th e  d e r iv a 

t i o n  of th e  word to b acco , but t h i s  i s  la r g e ly  a com

p i l a t i o n  and r e p e t i t i o n  of o th e r  w r i t e r s .  He a ls o  r e 

p e a ts  th e  s to r y  from Frampton’ s t r a n s l a t i o n  of Monardes, 

o f th e  manner in  which th e  In d ian s  o f F lo r id a  used to b 

acco to  induce a f a in t in g  s p e l l  which was supposed to  

co n ju re  up o ra c u la r  v is io n s .

He goes on to  d is c u s s  the  expense o f to b acco , 

say in g  tobaooo ra n  a t  l e a s t  4 0 s. p e r  pound. From t h i s  

he f ig u re s  th a t  a t in k e r  would spend 3 s . 4d. p e r  week 

f o r  smoke. Then to  d r iv e  home th e  e v i l s  o f smoking,

Deacon draws v e rb a l p ic tu r e s  o f  a w ife  and son p lead 

in g  w ith  t h e i r  so le  support who has been v ic tim iz e d  by 

n ic o t in e .  Here i s  an ex ce rp t from th e  boy*s lam ent:

I-iarke Dad, thou w ert wont (when thou 
w en ts t to  th e  F a ire s )  to  buy th y  b es t 
boy, f in e  knacks, f in e  boxes, f in e  
r a t t l e s ,  a f in e  f e a th e r ,  a f in e  g ild e n  
d agger, and a f in e  golden  h o b b ie -h o rse ; 
w ert th o u t n o t, Dad? And w ilt  thou 
now l e t  me th y  w hite-headed  boy 
runne barefoot©  and barelegged  
w ithou t hose and shooes? Why h ark e , Dad, 
h a th  th e  f i r e  o f Tobacco f i lc h e d  th y  
p u rse?  Hath f i l t h i e  Tobacco en fo rced  
a l l  th y  golden an g e ls  to  oreepe c o v e r t ly  
ou t o f th y  c o f f e r s  in to  th y  p ro f lu v io u s  
pouch, and from thence to  f l i e  f o r th  
a l l  about? (p . 160)

T his ex p resses  a ty p ic a l  Jam esian a t t i t u d e  tow ard tobacco

—no q u a r te r  f o r  t h i s  p e rn ic io u s  v ic e .  I t  i s  by f a r  th e

lo n g e s t of the  tobacco pam phlets, and one of th e  most i r a t e

in  i t s  d en u n c ia tio n  of th e  weed, b u t, perhaps because of i t s

tone  of r ig h te o u s  in d ig n a tio n , i t  i s ,  though long , s t i l l  en
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t e r t a in in g  and am using.

As had been 1602 , 1617 , the  year a f t e r  Deacon* a 

pam phlet* was a p r o l i f i c  season f o r  w r i te r s  on to b a cco . Three 

pam phlets, a l l  by men whose names w i l l  be well-known to  s tu d 

e n ts  of S even teen th  C entury l i t e r a t u r e ,  came out in  th a t  

y e a r. One, by Joshua S y lv e s te r ,  who i s  remembered fo r  h i s  

t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f th e  F rench p o e t, du B a rta s , was w r i t te n  

in  v e rs e . The com plete t i t l e  of t h i s  poem ru n s : Tobaooo 

b a t te r e d :  and th e  P ip es  s h a t te re d  (About t h e i r  E ars th a t  

i d l e ly  Id o liz e  so base and barbarous a Weed: or a t  l e a s t 

w ise o v er-lo v e  so loathsom e a v a n i t y . ) by a V olley o f h o ly  

Shot thundered  from  laount H elecon . While I  have been un

ab le  to  read  t h i s  in  i t s  e n t i r e ty ,  a le n g th y  p assage  quoted 

in  Edward Arber* s r e p r in t  of James’ s C o u n te r-B laste  g iv es  

s u f f i c ie n t  te s tim o n y  a s  to  th e  ou tlook  of th e  e n t i r e  work.

A s ta tem en t th a t  S y lv e s te r ’ s t r a n s l a t i o n s  dem onstrate  rta

dogm atic and uncompromising P u r i ta n ic  s p i r i t ” m ight w ell
13

be a p p lie d  h e re . Of more s ig n if ic a n c e  t o  th e  su b je c t 

o f  pam phlets, i f  not to  th e  m a tte r  of in v e c tiv e  a g a in s t  

to b acco , a re  th e  two o th e r  pam phlets of th a t  y e a r. Barn- 

aby Rich i s  p ro b ab ly  most famous fo r  h i s  F arew ell to  th e  

M i l i t a r i e  P ro fe s s io n  (1 5 8 1 ) , which i s  a main sou rce  fo r  

Shakespeare’ s T w elfth  N ig h t. He a ls o  p u b lish ed  in  1617

O
The QBEL d a te s  t h i s  work 1617 . Edward A rber in  

h i s  e d i t io n  o f  th e  C o u n te r-B las te  d a te s  i t  1614 .

13
A lfre d  H. Upham, The French In flu e n c e  in  E n g lish  

L i te r a tu r e  (Hew York, 1908), P« 158.
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( th e  year of M s dea th ) a  pam phlet e n t i t l e d  The I r i s h

Hubbub o r . th e  E n g lish  Hue and Q rie . B r ie f ly  p u rsu in g

th e  base c o n d itio n s , and most n o to r io u s  o ffe n c e s  of  u -----------------------------------

t h i s  v i l e ,  v a ln e , and wicked a&e. The most n o to r io u s

o ffence  was smoking. A lthough i t  was p r in te d  fo r  sa le  

in  London, th e  book was w r i t te n  in  D ublin . Only e lev en  

o f th e  book*s f i f t y - s i x  pages a r e  s p e c i f i c a l ly  devoted 

to  tobacco , but i t  i s  a su b je c t of co n ten tio n  th rough

ou t t h i s  work of g en e ra l in d ig n a tio n . A lthough w il l in g ,  

a s  were most o th e r s ,  to  adm it th a t  tobacco had m edici

n a l v a lu e , he comments:

But t h i s  I  th in k e , th a t  the  g r e a te s t  
number do th  tak e  Tobacco more Tor m a tte r  
of eustome, then  fo r  m a tte r  of m a lad ie .

(p . 42)

As fo r  the s i tu a t io n  o f th e  w ife  o f  a smoker, ne su g g e s ts :

. . . t h a t  a woman were a s  good to  th r u s t  
h e r  nose in to  a c lo se  s to o le ,  a s  to  
sm ell th e  unsavoury sen t o f h er hus
bands s t in k in g  b re a th , (p . 32)

And of smoking in  g en e ra l:

There needes no o th e r  p ro b a tio n  but 
t h i s :  I t  i s  smoake, and I  never heard  
th a t  smoake was good fo r  any th in g , 
u n le sse  to  drye redde h e r r in g s ,  (p . 45)

Another of R ic h 's  pungent rem arks comments on th e  use

of tobacco  a s  e d rug .

I  w i l l  not say but th a t  Tobacco may be

14
(London, 1617) from a m ic ro -f ilm  in  th e  Assumption 

U n iv e rs ity  of Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  i s  now in  th e  
H untington  L ib ra ry , San M erino, C a l i f o rn ia .
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m edio inab le  fo r  some d is e a s e s  aad men 
th a t  have in f i r m i t i e s  ( i f  th e y  f in d e  
ease  in  i t )  may tak e  and. use i t  a s  an
A p o th eca rie s  Drugge: but i f  a l l  be
d ise a se d  th a t  do th  use to  take Tobaoco,
God help© England, i t  i s  w onderfu lly  
in f e c te d ,  end h is  m a je s tie  h a th  but a 
few s u b je c ts  th a t  be h e a l th f u l l  in  h is  
vihole dominions# (p# 46)

I t  i s  in  t h i s  pam phlet th a t  R ich makes h is

com putation th a t  £319, 375 were sp en t y e a rly  on smoke.

T h is pam phlet may be in c lu d ed , a long  w ith  th e  G ounter-

b la s te  and Tobacco T o rtu red , among those  which d ea l w ith

tobacco c h ie f ly  a s  a s o c ia l  e v i l  and not a s  an herb  which
15

was being  e i th e r  p ro p e r ly  or im properly  used.

The o th e r  pam phlet o f 1617, by R ichard  B ra i th -

w aite , was w r i t te n  in  two s e c t io n s ;  one d e a lin g  w ith

d r in k in g , th e  o th e r  w ith  smoking. The s e c t io n  on tobaoco

was e n t i t l e d ,  The Smoaking Age, or The man in  th e  m is t:

w ith  th e  l i f e  and d ea th  of Tobacco, and occupied pages
16

88 to  199 of th e  w hole. He m entions having reed  

S y lvester*  s poem Tobspoo B a tte re d , and uses th e  term  

N epenthes to  r e f e r  to  tobacco , su g g estin g  th a t  he may 

have a ls o  been acq u a in ted  w ith  Barclay* a work. He a ls o  

r e f e r s  to  C ap ta in  A h iffe , a c h a ra c te r  in  Ions on* s Every 

Man out of h is  Humour.
----------------- S 3 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I t  m ight a ls o  be no ted  t h a t ,  a long  w ith  wine 
and tobacco , he in c lu d es  th e  papacy a s  an o th er e v i l  which 
was being  i n f l i c t e d  upon England.

16
(London, 1617) Prom a m ic ro -f ilm  copy in  th e  

Assumption U n iv e rs ity  of Windsor L ib ra ry . An o r ig in a l  
i s  now in  the  H unting ton  L ib ra ry , Ban M erino, C a l i f o rn ia .
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The Smoking Age i s  wordy, r e p e t i t i o u s ,  end adds 

alm ost n o th in g  new to  th e  tobacco  co n tro v e rsy . The lang 

uage i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  devoid  of th a t  co lo u r whioh h e ig h t

ens th e  o th e r  w orks. The o n ly  good bon-mot seems to  be 

t h i s  epigram  on tobacco : "The Pox and P i l e s  s h a l l  r e v e r 

ence th e e . 3 (p . 1 4 7 ). Hoy/ever, i t  i s  one o f th e  l a s t  of 

th e se  pam phlets and does p re s e n t a good summation of the 

whole is s u e . U n ti l  r e c e n t ly ,  one of i t s  main im portances 

la y  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  B ra ith w a ite  Inoluded a co ndensa tion  of 

C h u te 's  e a r ly  pam phlet, Tabaoo. which was even th e n  v e ry  

s c a rc e . In  f a c t ,  f o r  some tim e Chute’ s work was o n ly  

known th rough  t h i s  l a t e r  work; A rber, in  1835, seems 

o n ly  to  have been aware th a t  a work on tobaoco was l i c 

ensed  to  be p r in te d  in  1595. B r ie f ly  p u t, B ra ith w a ite ’ s 

p o s i t io n  was q u ite  s ta n d a rd ; tobacoo should  be a m edic

in e , not a p le a s u re .

T his ta k e s  us through a t  l e a s t  th e  f i r s t  f i f t y  

y ea rs  th a t  tobacoo was known in  England. There a r e  fo u r 

more item s l i s t e d  in  th e  Cambridge B ib lio g rap h y  under 

th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f "Tobacco Pam phlets” ; one by T. 

B ren tnor e n t i t l e d  O plo log ia  (1618), a m edical book cov

e r in g  th e  o p ia te s ,  among whioh he inoluded tobaoco ; on© 

by Edward B ennett, A T re a t i s e  Touching th e  Inconveniences 

th a t  Tobacco h a th  brought in to  th i s  lan d  (c . 1620); 

an o th er by T obias Venner, A Brief©  and A ccura te  T re a tis e  

concern ing  th e  Taking o f th e  Fume of Tobacco (1621); and
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a poem, in  L a tin , by Raphael T h o riu s , Hymnua Tabaol (16B6).

However, I  have no t been ab le  to  seoure  oopiea o f  th e s e ,

and I  f e e l  th a t  I  have s u f f i c i e n t l y  covered th e  f i e l d  f o r

my purposes h e re .

There a re  l e f t  o n ly  a few minor f a c e t s  o f  tobacco

in  E n g lish  L i te r a tu r e  to  be covered . A side from pam phlets

devoted s o le ly  o r  e x te n s iv e ly  to  tobacoo , i t  was a ls o  used

a s  a re fe re n c e  by o th e r  p ro se  w r i te r s .  Thomas Nashe o f te n

used i l l u s t r a t i o n s  in v o lv in g  tobaoco in  h i s  pam phle ts.

Anthony Ghute was a p ro teg e* of G a b rie l Harvey, who has a

d is a s tro u s  l i t e r a r y  c la s h  w ith  N ashe. In  one o f h i s

pam phlets aimed a t  Harvey, Nashe le v e le d  t h i s  rem ark a t

C hute. R e fe rr in g  to  v a rio u s  s u b je c ts  and s ty le s  chosen

by w r i te r s  in  th e  Harvey c l iq u e ,  Nashe say s: "A seven th

s e t t e s  a Tobacco p ip e  in  s te a d  of a trum pet to  h is  mouth,
17

and o f  th a t  d iv in e  drugge, p ro c la im e th  m ir a c le s ."  There 

a re  a lso  n o ta b le  r e fe re n c e s  to  tobacco  by th e  seme a u th o r  

in  P ie rc e  P e n n ile sa e  and Have w ith  You to  Saffron-W alden.

Thomas M iddleton  a lso  made s ig n i f ic a n t  r e fe re n c e  

to  tobacco  in  h is  pam phlet, The B lacks Rod (1604) in  th e  

s e c t io n  which he e n t i t l e d ,  "The l a s t  w i l l  and te s tam en t 

o f  Lawrence L u c ife r ,  th e  o ld  w ealthy  b ach e lo r o f Limbo, 

a l i a s  Dick D ev il-b a rn , th e  g r ip in g  farm er of K en t."  One

 n ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thomas Nashe, Works, I I I ,  177. "The P rayse  o f 

th e  Red H e rr in g ,"  in  Mashes L enten S tu f f e .
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o f L u o ife r ’ s h e i r s  i s  "Barnaby B u rn in g -g lass , Aroh-

to b a o c o -ta k e r  of E ngland” whcuR l t h i n k  might be Barnaby

R ich . A lthough R ich ’ s l a t e r  pam plets condemn to b acco ,

he might have been a t  th a t  tim e a smoker, or k id  d ie  to n

may be accu s in g  Rich o f h y p o crisy , denouncing tobacco

w hile a t  th e  same tim e in d u lg in g  in  i t .  He says:

I  am n o t a l i t t l e  p r o u d . . . t h a t  you 
dance a f t e r  my p ip e  so lo n g , and fo r  
a l l  c o u n te rb la s ts ,  and tobacco-E ashes 
(which some o a l l  r a i l e r s ) ,  you a re  
n o t blown away, nor your f i e r y  t h i r s t  
quenched w ith  the  sm all p enny-a le  of 
th e i r  c o n tra d ic t io n s ,  but s t i l l  suck 
th a t  dug o f dam nation w ith  a long  
n ip p le ,  s t i l l  burn ing  th a t  r a r e  
Phoenix o f P h leg e th o n , to b acco , 
th a t  from h er a s h e s , burned and 
knocked o u t, may r i s e  an o th er p ip e f u l .

Thus, he bequeathes Barnaby, among o th e r  th in g s , “a

b ra in  w ell so o ted , where the Muses hang up in  th e  smoke

l i k e  red  herrings '*  and lu n g s **as smooth as  j e t ,  and ju s t

o f  th e  same c o lo u r, th a t  when thou  a r t  c lo sed  in  th y

g rav e , th e  worms may consumed w ith  them, and ta k e  them
18

fo r  b lack  p u d d in g s .”

Tobacco was a ls o  a to p ic  chosen by w r i te r s  of 

'•T heophrastlan  c h a r a c te r s .” In  th e  works of John R eb ste r, 

th e re  i s  a c h a ra c te r  of ”A P u rv e io u r o f  T obacco .” As 

”3 i r  John F a l s t a f f  ro b b 'd  w ith  a b o t t le  o f  Sacke; so

d o th  hee ta k e  mens p u rse s , w ith  a w icked ro u le  o f Tob-

The Works o f Thomas M idd leton , ed. A. H.
B ullen  (London,""Ig§5"j'," T O  1’,’" 42-43";
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acoo a t  h is  g i r d l e . ” Webster a ls o  makes t h i s  remark

about th e  tobaoco s e l l e r ,  which has re fe re n c e  to  James:

Hee does not lo v e  God, because God 
lo v e s  p la in e  d e a lin g ; and t i s  a q u es tio n , 
w hether he lo v e s  th e  King, because 
th e  King lo v e s  no Tobacco*̂ 9

Of a l a t e r  d a te , 1626, th e re  a re  d e s c r ip t io n s

o f both  a * tav e rn e” and a ’’to b a c c o - s e l le r ” in  John E a r le ’ s

M iorocosm ographie. Concerning th e  to b a c c o - s e l le r ;

H is shop i s  th e  itandevous o f s p i t t in g ,  
where men d ia lo g u e  w ith  t h e i r  n o ses, 
and t h e i r  communication i s  smoke. I t  
i s  th e  p la c e  onely  where Spaine i s  
commended, and p r e f e r ’ d befo re  England
i t  s e l f e .20

There ©re a l s o  o cc as io n a l m entions of tobacoo

in  b e t te r  E liz ab e th a n  p o e try . Edmund Spenser made t h i s

re fe re n c e  to  tobaoco in  The F a i r ie  w.ueene:

In to  th e  woods th e n c e fo r th  in  h as t she went,
To seeke fo r  h ea rb e s , th a t  mote him remedy;
For she of h ea rb es  had g re a t itendernent,
Taught o f th e  Nymphe, which from her in fa n c y  
Her nourced in  trew  N o b ili ty :
T here, w hether i t  d iv in e  Tobacco were,
0r la n e c h e a , o r Polygony.

G h arac te rs , p . 44, in  The Complete Works of
John W ebster, ed . P . L. Lucas {London, 1927), V ol. ' i f .
These c h a ra c te rs  of W ebster were a t  f i r s t  a t t r i b u t e d  to
S ir  Thomas O verbury, and p r in te d  in  a c o l le c t io n  of h i s
C h a ra c te rs  in  1615. Luces g iv e s  s u b s ta n t ia l  p ro o f, how-
e v e r, th a t  th e  c h a ra c te rs  added to  t h i s  e d i t io n  of Over
bury {the s ix th )  were by W ebster.

20
C h arac te r  No. 38, in  M jcrocosm o^raphie, o r ,

A Peeoe o f th e  ao rld  D is c o v e r e d ; in  E ssay s 'an d  C h arac te r
's, ed . Edward A rber, E ng lish  R e p rin ts  S e r ie s , No. 12 
(London, 1895)•
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Site found, and brought i t  to  h e r p a t ie n t
deare

Who a l  t h i s  w hile  la y  b le ed in g  out h is
h a r t-b lo u d  n e a re .

(Book I I I ,  s ta n z a  x x x i i)21

John Donne, in  h is  S a t i r e  One, r e f e r s  to  th e  

smokers who in h a b ite d  P a u l 's  Walk.

. . .w e  w ent, t i l l  one (whioh d id  ex ce l
' Th In d ian s  in  d r in k in g  h is  Tobaoco w ell)
Met u s; th e y  t a l k 'd ;  I  w hispered , L et us go;
' T may be you sm ell him n o t;  t r u l y  I  do;22

The above oom pletes my su rvey  o f  tobacco  in  

E n g lish  L i t e r a tu r e .  There i s  l i t t l e  th a t  can be s a id  f o r  

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f tobacoo in  any '’l i t e r a r y "  sen se , but i t  

d id  g ive r i s e  to  a unique body o f l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  

"Tobacco P am p h le ts ,"  and, a s  a new and novel form o f 

everyday a c t i v i t y ,  i t  d id  p ro v id e  an in te r e s t i n g  sub

j e c t  f o r  p la y w rig h ts  and p o e ts .  Because o f i t s  unique

n e s s , tobacco  p ro v id e s  an e x c e lle n t  in s ig h t  in to  th e  

n a tu re  o f  th e  people o f t h i s  perhaps most im portan t 

age o f E n g lish  c u l tu r e .  Thus tobacco  rem ains no t on ly  

a cu rio u s  and d e l ig h t f u l  su b je c t f o r  th e  modern read 

e r ,  but a ls o  an im portan t h e lp  in  a id in g  our under

s ta n d in g  o f  th e s e  d ev e lo p ers  o f  our t r a d i t i o n .

21
The Works o f Edmund S penser, ed . Edwin 

Greenlaw, C harles G. Osgood", and ifred erick  M. 
P a d le fo rd  (B a ltim o re , 1934), V II I , 74.

22
John Donne, Poems (London, 1931), p . 110.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



711

In tro d u c tio n  to  N epenthes 

The fo llo w in g  s e c tio n  p re s e n ts ,  a s  an i l l u s t r a 

t io n  to  th e  fo reg o in g , and, I  hope, a s  an in te r e s t i n g  

p ie c e  of l i t e r a t u r e  in  i t s e l f ,  an e d i t io n  of v /illiam  

B arc lay ’ s N epenthes, o r , The T ertu ea  of Tabacco. which 

was added to  th e  corpus of e a r ly  tobacco l i t e r a t u r e  in  

1614. My reaso n s  fo r  e d i t in g  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  pam phlet 

were p a r t ly  i t s  le n g th , and p e r t ly  because i t  i s  h ig h ly  

ty p ic a l  o f th e  tobacco p am p le ts , I t  was w r i t te n  by an 

educated  man: i t s  tone i s  c i v i l ,  w it ty , and, in  Renai

ssance fa s h io n , re a so n a b le  and w e ll-b a la n c e d . I t s  s ty le ,  

i f  to  a degree p e d a n tic , i s  s t i l l  e n te r ta in in g .  To any 

q u es tio n  about i t  having been w r i t te n  in  S co tlan d , 

in s te a d  o f London, th e  c e n te r  of th e  d is p u te , I  r e p ly  

th a t  i t  no t on ly  w e ll e x e m p lif ie s  th e  co n tro v e rsy , but 

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  degree to  whioh th e  co n tro v e rsy  had 

covered the  B r i t i s h  I s le s *  A lso , w hile on the  one hand 

th e  au th o r was w e ll a cq u a in ted  w ith  h i s  to p ic ,  on th e  

o th e r , h is  d is ta n c e  from th e  c e n te r  may have improved 

h is  p e rs p e c tiv e  of the  s u b je c t .

B arc lay  (1570-1630) was born in  S co tlan d , th e  

younger b ro th e r  of S ir  P a t r ic k  B arc lay  of Towie. He took  

h is  deg rees o f  M aster of A rts  and Doctor of M edicine a t

60
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th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Louvain, a f t e r  whioh he became a pro

f e s s o r  o f  hum anity a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  of P a r i s .  Follow ing 

t h i s ,  he re tu rn e d  fo r  a tim e to  p r a c t i s e  m edicine in  

S co tlan d , p ro b ab ly  th e  p e r io d  d u rin g  whioh he w rote 

t h i s  book, and th e n  went back to  N antes in  Franoe to  

te a c h  m ed ic ine . H is o th e r  works were m ain ly  m edical

books in  L a tin  a lthough  he w rote some jo u r n a l i s t i c
1

works d e a lin g  w ith  th e  c i t y  o f  A berdeen.

The pam phlet most o b v io u sly  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

p h y s ic ia n s ’ v iew -p o in t on tobaoco . I t  i s  concerned w ith  

v a r io u s  ways in  which tobacco may be used a s  a m ed icine, 

ways in  whioh i t  a c t s  upon th e  body, and th e  r e s u l t s  i t  

w i l l  p roduce. But, a s  w ell a s  t h i s ,  h is  pam phlet shows 

a decided  u rb a n ity  ooupled w ith  a p le a s a n t w it, which 

aim s th e  work no t a t  th e  p h y s ic ia n  but a t  th e  m an-about- 

town who was most l i k e ly  to  be in te r e s te d  in  h i s  tobacoo 

a s  a p le a s u re . P erhaps he would h o ld  up t h i s  and s im ila r  

pam phlets a s  p roo f th a t  tobacco was no bad h a b i t ,  not one 

of S a tan ’ s many t r a p s  to  ca tch  th e  unwary P u r i ta n , but a 

h e a l th f u l  commodity w ith  which man had never befo re  been 

p r iv i le g e d .

In  p re p a r in g  t h i s  e d i t io n  I  have t r i e d  to  keep 

both  th e  s p e l l in g  and p u n c tu a tio n  e x a c tly  a s  th e y  appear

ed in  th e  o r ig in a l .  Much o f th e  i n t e r e s t  in  re a d in g
 1 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

s .v .  D ic tio n a ry  o f N a tio n a l B iography.
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t h i s  work comes in  see in g  how v a rio u s  words, many no t 

o f te n  met w ith  by th e  s tu d e n t, have changed in  over 

th r e e  c e n tu r ie s ,  and how in c o n s is te n t  was the E liz a b e th 

an s p e l l in g .  Wherever p o s s ib le ,  I  have t r i e d  to  g lo s s  

words which a re  unknown to  th e  modern re a d e r , but th e re  

a re  c a se s  where c e r ta in  words rem ain a lso  unknown to  me. 

T h is  has been e s p e c ia l ly  so w ith  many o f th e  h e rb s  ment

ioned by B a rc lay . I  have a ls o  a ttem p ted  to  o l a r i f y  any 

re fe re n c e s  which B arc lay  used but have vanished  from 

our modern stock  of a l l u s io n s .  l a  th e  o r ig in a l ,  th e re  

were many words p r in te d  in  i t a l i c s ,  but because t h i s  

p r a c t i s e  d id  no t in f lu e n c e  th e  sense of th e  pam phlet,

I  have r e f r a in e d  from in d ic a t in g  th e se  i t a l i c i z e d  words 

in  my t e x t .
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NEPENTHE3,

OR

THE VERTUE3 

OF TABAOCO 

BY

W illiam  B arc lay  Mr. o f A rt, and 

Dootor of Physiclee.

Edinburgh,

P r in te d  by Andro H art, and a re  to  be 
so ld  a t  h is  shop on th e  N orth side  of 
th e  h igh  s t r e e t ,  a l i t t l e  beneath  th e  
C rosse . Anno. Dom. 1614.
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A m erie E p is t le  o f th e  Author to  th e  P r in te r

Good M aster H art, I  have sen t you h e re  a p a r -

a s i t i c a l l  Pam phlet, whioh I  am su re , w i l l  bee a s  f a r r e  
1 2 

ben a t  every  banket a s  Gnatho h im se lfe  or P seu d o lu s .

I t  w i l l  be a meet p ie c e  f o r  T ip p le rs  a t  T avernes, and 

fo r  P e d la rs  to  helpe away w ith  t h e i r  r o t t e n  Tabaooo. So 

th a t  by th in  w orks, I  fear©  I  s h a l l  be b e t te r  loved  among

s t  f in e  s e o a le rs  th e n  famous s c h o l le r s .  But i f  I  f in d  

favour in  t h i s  E ssay , I  s h a l  send you s h o r t ly  G odw illing

a s o h o la s t i c a l l  s u b je c t ,  and a c u rio u s  l i t t l e  worke: f i t
3

onely  fo r  th o se  which a s p i r e  to  th e  to p  o f P in d u s . The

one w il b r in g  to  your shop th e  common s o r t  o f p eo p le ,

th e  o th e r  th e  most le a rn e d . I  d e l iv e r  t h i s  S c o t t i s h
4

broode unto  you, P er a e s  e t  lib ram , make i t  your own© 

i f  you th in k e  i t  w o rth ie , and esteem e me so lo n g  a s  I  

l i v e  a lso

Your owne from my h e a r t  

W. B arc lay  Doot. Med. 
 1---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conspicuous

2
Gnatho was th e  p a r a s i t e  in  T e re n c e 's  Eunuchus. 

P seudo lus was a s im ila r  c h a ra c te r  in  a p la y  of th e  same 
name by P l& utus.

3
A m ountain ch a in  which se p a ra te d  E p iru s and 

T hessa ly  in  .Ancient G reece.

4
"Through co u n te rs  and a B alance" meaning "Por 

your j  udgement."
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To The R ight w o rsh ip fu ll P a tr ic k s  B arc lay

sonae and h e i r e  to  Sr« Patrick©  B arc lay  o f T o lly  Knight

W illiam  B arc lay  h is  uncle D.M. w isheth  h e a lth  and happiness©

V erie  w o rsh ip fu ll and my d eare  Nephew, I  cannot 

but I  must summond you, th e  p rooesse  beeing in  m a tte r  of 

Tabacco, as  a witness© to  t e s t i f i e  the  worth th e re o f ,  and 

s in c e  you a re  charged , th e  custom© r e q u ir e th  th a t  you 

have a ju s t  cop ie  of th e  L ib e l l ,  which I  p re s e n t heere  

unto you, no t so much th a t  you may depose what you know 

of th e  v e r tu e s  th e re o f , a s  th a t  you may le a rn e  by t h i s  

d isc o u rse  to  con tinue  w ith  d i s c r e t io n  in  th e  p r a c t i s e  of 

t h i s  p re c io u s  P la n t ,  to  th e  ende you may eschew by p re 

c e p ts  of A rt th e  d u le f u l l  h e r i ta g e  of a n a t u r a l l  and p a t-  

e r n a l l  d is e a s e , and th a t  you may b l is s e  th e  house o f your 

n a t i v i t i e  w ith  a long , h o l le  and wholesome l i f e ,  and th a t  

house f e e le  some c o n s o la tio n  by the  c o u n se ll and ca re  of 

him who beeing  a bough o f  th a t  o ld  ana unfad ing  t r e e ,  

sh a l endevoure to  b rin g  fo o r th  such f r u i t  a s  may both 

p r o f i t s  and p le a su re  a l l  th e  b ranches and buddes th e re 

o f, and you befo re  a l l  a s  the  p r in c ip a l l  s to c k e , which 

I  w ish may l iv e  lo n g e r th a n  many lo n g  l iv i n g  Oakes, to  

th e  ornament o f our ra c e , and th e  com fort of

Your most a f f e c t io n a t  and most s e rv ia b le  

Unole W. B arc lay  D octor o f  

M edicine*
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NEPENTHES, or The V ertues o f Tabasco by 

W illiam  B a rc lay  D. o f M edicine and M aster of A r t .

H ercu les to  obey th e  commandement and w il l  o f 

Juno, busied  h im se lfe  to  overthrow  the most famous mon

s t e r s  o f h is  tim e, h is  Armes were a bagge and a c lu b .

A most w orth ie  L&die, and, i f  I  d u rs t say  so, th e  v e ry  

Juno o f our l i e  b a th  commanded me to  d e s tro y  some mon- 

s tru o u s  D iseases , so th a t  to  im ita te  th e  most c h iv a l

ro u s  C h ifta n  of th e  w orlde, I  have armed my s e lf e  w ith  

a boxe fo r  h i s  bagge, and a p ipe  fo r  h is  c lu b ; a boxe 

to  conserve my Tabaoeo, end a p ipe to  use i t ,  by th o se  

two G odw illing , to  overcome many m a lad ie s . I f  th e  h o s te s  

of such D iseases  doe not b e tra y  my endevoures to  th e i r  

h a tin g  and h a ted  g u e s ts  by not usin& or abusing  my wea

pons. But befo re  I  e n te r  in  the  l i s t ,  I  must whet a s  i t  

were my w its  w ith  th e se  two p o in ts ,  f i r s t  why doe I

t r e a t  of a m a tte r  so o f te n  handled  by so many, so od-
5

io u s  to  P r in c e s ,  so p e rn ic io u s  to  su n d rie , and so c o s t

l y  to  a l l ?

Secondly why doe I  a s  an o th e r C lodius re v e a le
e

m y ste ria  bonae Deae, and prophane th e  s e c r e ts  o f Physicke?

I  answere t h a t  a good m aster i s  not th e  worse to  be m ain-
7

ta in e d  by many; and p lu s  v id en t o o u li  quam o c u lu s . As

5
A re fe re n c e  th e  James I  and h is  O o u n te rb la s te .

6
P u b liu s  C lod ius, in  fem ale d isg u ise , broke in  

upon th e  w orship of an a rc h a ic  d e i ty  named Bona Dea, 
whose r i t e s  were fo rb id d en  to  men.

7
More i s  seen by two eyes th an  by one eye.
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concern ing  th e  h a tre d  of P r in c e s , one mans meate i s  an

o th e r  mans poyson. The wine p rin ce  of l iq u o r s  h a te th  

vehem ently o o lw o rts , and y e t b ee re , a i i e ,  s id e r  w a te r, 

o y le , honey, and a l l  o th e r  l iq u o r s  doe w e ll ag ree  w ith  

co lw o rts . The k in g  of P rance d r in k e th  never O rleans wine 

n o tw ith s tan d in g  h i s  s u b je c ts  do love i t  w e ll .

I  know su n d rie  men th a t  have such A n tip a th ie  

w ith  b u t te r  th a t  th ey  d are  not sm ell i t .  I t  h a th  been© 

p e rn ic io u s  to  su n d rie  I  g ra n t i t ,  so h a th  wine, so h a th  

b read , so h a th  go ld , so h a th  la n d , and what so wholsome 

th in g  i s  th a t  cannot be tu rn e d  to  abuse? I f  i t  be c o s t

l y  use th e  le s s e  o f  i t .  What? i s  not Hheubarbe c o a s tly ?  

i s  not Muske c o a s tly ?  i s  not Ambergreese c o a s tly ?  as 

tou ch in g  the second p o in t o f my r e v e a lin g  t h i s  s e c re t  

o f P hysicke , I  answ ere, I  mean© but to  reform e th e  harme 

whioh p ro ceed e th  of the abuse, and to  shew to  my oount- 

r e y  men th a t  I  am more w il l in g  to  p le a su re  them th en  to

p ro fit©  my s e l f e ,  n e i th e r  d id  I  sweare to  concea ls th a t
8

p o in t when in  a ro b e  of purpure I  wedded th e  metamor- 
9

phosed Daphne. I t  r e s t e th  now to  un fo ld  what moved me10
to  e n t i t u l e  t h i s  t r e a t i s e  N epenthes, because I t  h a th
 g --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P u rp le

9
i . e .  donned a w reath o f b a y - le a f ,  or took  h is  

d o c to ra te .

10
QED "A drug of Egyptian o r ig in  m entioned in  

th e  Odyssey a s  capable of b an ish in g  g r ie f  or tro u b le  
from th e  m in d .”
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a o e r ta in e  m e ll if lu o u s  d e l ic a c ie ,  which d e l i t e t h  th e

sen ses , and s p i r i t s  o f man w ith  a m indful o b liv io n , in -
11

somuch th a t  i t  maketh end in d u c e th . . . .  the f o r g e t t in g  

o f a l l  sorrow es and m is e r ie s .  And th e re  i s  such h o s t i l -  

i t i e  betwene i t  and m e len ch o lie , th a t  i t  i s  th e  on ly  

medicament in  th e  world o rd a in ed  by n a tu re  to  e n te r ta in s  

good companie: insomuch th a t  i t  w orketh never so w e ll, 

a s  when i t  i s  g iven  from man to  man, as  a p ledge o f 

f r ie n d sh ip p e  and a m itie .

The co u n trey  which God h a th  honoured and b le s s 

ed w ith  t h i s  happie and h o ly  h erb e , do th  c a l l  i t  in  t h e i r  

n a t iv e  language Peturn, th e  S p an ia rd s , who have given i t  

th e  r ig h t  of n a t u r a l i t i e ,  in  t h e i r  so y le  term e i t  T&baeoo, 

th e  Frenchmen which have re c e iv e d  i t  in  t h e i r  co u n trey  

a s  in  a co lo n ie  c a l l  i t  .N ico tian , in  t h i s  our l i e  o f 

B r i t t a in e ,  a s  in  a l l  o th e r  m aritim e p a r t s ,  we use th e  

Spanish  name of Tabecoo. But esteem ing  i t  w o rth ieo f a 

more l o f t i e  name, 1 have chosen f o r  g o ss ip  th e  fa  i r e  

and famous H elena, and g iven  to  her th e  honour to  name 

t h i s  most p r o f i t a b le  p la n t N epenthes.

A lb e it t h i s  herbe d is d a in e s  no t to  be n o u rish ed  

in  many Gardens in  Spaine, in  I t a l i e ,  in  F rance, F lan d e rs , 

Germanie and B r i t t a in e ,  ye t n e v e r th e le s s e  on ly  th a t  which 

is  fo s tr e d  in  In d ia , and brought home by M ariners and 

T ra f f iq u e rs  i s  to  be used, a s  a f t e r  you s h a l l  h ea re  th e  

-~TJ
I  have om itted  a Greek q u o ta tio n  which was p a r t 

l y  i l l e g i b l e  in  my copy. T h is passage  i s  app rox im ate ly  
t r a n s la te d  in  th e  words which fo llo w  in  th e  t e x t .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



re a so n  i s .
12

Non. omnls f e r t  omnia t e l l a s .

But av& rioe and g reed in es  of gaine have moved 

th e  M erchants to  s p p a r e l l  some European p la n ts  w ith  

In d ia n  c o a ts , and to  e n s ta l l  them in  shops as  r ig h te o u s  

and le g i t t im e  Tobacco. Some o th e rs  have tobacco from 

F lo r id a  indeed , bu t because e i th e r  i t  i s  exhausted  o f 

s p i r i t u a l ! t i e ,  or th e  r a d io a l l  humor i s  sp e n t, and w ast

ed, o r i t  h a th  g o tte n  m oysture by th e  way, or i t  h a th  

bene d r ie d  fo r  ex p e d itio n  in  th e  Sunne, or c a r r ie d  too  

n e g l ig e n t ly ,  th e y  s o p h is t ic a te  and fa rd e  the  same in

su n d rie  s o r te s  w ith  b laoke sp ic e , G alanga, aaua v i t e ,
13

Spanish  wine, A nise fe e d e s , oyle o f  Spioke and such 

l i k e .

So th a t  the most f in e ,  b e s t , and p u re s t  i s  th a t

which i s  brought to  Europe in  le a v e s , and not r o l le d  in

puddings, a s  th e  E n g lish  N av ig a to rs  f i r s t  brought home.

The f i n e s t  Tabacco is  th a t  which p e a re e th  qu ick-
14

l y  th e  odo ra t w ith  a  sh arp s arom atioke sm ell, and t i e k -  

l e t h  th e  tongue w ith  © erim oaie, not u n p leasan t to  th e  

t a s t e ,  from whence th a t  which draw sth  most w ater i s  most 

V8r tu o u s , w hether th e  substance  o f i t  be chewed in  th e  

mouth, or th e  smoake o f i t  r e c e iv e d , S k i l l i e  t a s t e r s  o f 

w ine, Baochus b u t le r s ,  know th e  win©

 r§----------------------------------------------
E very la n d  does no t produce a l l  com m odities.

13
G alan g a-a in g e r. Aqua V ita e - s lc o h o l .  Oyle o f 

S p ic k e -o il  o f la v e n d e r .

14
Gdorat-Nose?
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15
Qdore, sap o re , o o lo re .

So th e y  which t r a f f i q u e  d ay ly  w ith  Tabaooo doe 

know i t  by th e se  same th re e  s e n se s , a  a loose th e re  i s  

n o th in g  which doth  not serve e i th e r  fo r  meat or medio- 

in e , no no t so much a s  th e  doung: But in  Tabacoo th e re  

i s  n o th in g  which i s  not m ed icin , th e  r o o t ,  th e  s ta lk e ,  

th e  le a v e s , the  soeds, the  smoake, th e  a sh es , and to  

be more p a r t i c u l a r ,  i'abacco may serve fo r  the use of 

man e i th e r  g reene or d ry , o f  greene Tebacco may be 

made Syrups, w a te rs , o y le s , unguen ts, p l a s t e r s ,  o r  th e  

le a f e  of i t  s a l f e ,  may bee used m o r tif ie d  a t  th e  f i r e  

to  cure th e  Esthma, or sh o rtn e sse  o f b re a th , d is s o lv e  

o b s tru c t io n s ,  h ea le  th e  old© cough, burning u lo e rs ,
16

wounds, m igralm , C olioke, s u f fo c a tio n  of th e  m other: 

and many o th e r  d is e a s e s ,  yea alm ost a l l  d is e a s e s .  I f  th e  

Romanes d u rs t  have wanted so many y ea re s  th e  helpe o f 

P h y sick , u s in g  f o r  a l l  d is e a s e s  on ly  O olw oorts. T ru e lie  

I  th in k  th e  Romans m ight want now a l l  F h y s it ia n s  e te rn 

a l l y ,  i f  th e y  knew th e  v e r tu e  of Tabacco, see in g  th e  

sp r in g  of a l  t h e i r  d is e a s e s  i s  d e f lu x io n s  and o a th a rs

f o r  which th e  o n ly  a n t id o t  i s  Tabaooo. I  i n t r e a t  here  
17

th e  L e c to r  o f t h i s  t r e a t i s e ,  to  have me excused i f  I

do not s e t  down in  s p e c ia l  th e  forme and maner to  p rep are

rs —
Odor, t a s t e ,  and c o lo u r .

16
H y s te r ia

17
Reader
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71
such rem edies o f  g reen  Tabaooo, as I  have m entioned, 

fo r  I  wold w ish to  do w ith  Tabaooo a s  A r i s to t l e s  d id  

w ith  h i s  P hysioks, f o r  he wrot to  h is  s o h o lle r  A lexander, 

t h a t  he had p u b lish ed  and no t p u b lish e d  h is  p h y s ic a l l  

P h ilo so p h ie s  80 I  must assajr t o  say , th a t  I  have r e v e a l

ed and no t re v e a le d  th e  q u in te ssen ce  o f Tabaooo. As con

ce rn in g  th e  d ry  Tabacco, i t  may be used in  in fu s io n , in  

d e c o c tio n , in  su b stan ce , in  smoke, in  s a l t .  Touching th e

in fu s io n  and d ec o c tio n , beoause th e y  a re  as  dangerous
18

and more, th an  E lle b o ru s  a lb u s , or antimonium, I  w i l l

fo rb e a re  to  p a r t i c u l a r i z e ,  r e m it t in g  th e  p r a c t i s e  of

th a t  p a r t  to  th e  p resen ce  o f some p ruden t P h y s ic ian ,

except i t  be in  some d e sp e ra t case  o f  unknown poyson.

As fo r  Tabacco in  substance  holden  in  th e  mouth, as an
19

apophlegm atism e, o r m edicin  to  draw fleam e out o f  th e  

head by th e  mouth, I  avow i t  to  be one o f th e  b e s t and 

s u r e s t  rem edies in  th e  w orld a g a in s t  P a r a l i s i e ,  e p i le p -  

s ie  o r ap o p le x ie , th a t  i s ,  th e  f e l l i n g  i l l ,  and V ertigo  

Id io p a th io a , th e  p a ss io n  o f  d iz z ln e s  in  th e  head by wind, 

th a t  ever was found o u t .  These a re  fo u re  o f th e  most 

in c u ra b le  d is e a s e s  th a t  b es ieg e  th e  b ra in e  o f man: fo r  

u n d erstan d in g  o f th e  which oure I  must remember th e  

L e c to r , th a t  s in c e  th e  dayes o f H ip p o cra tes , and in  h is  

da yes th e re  have bene in v en ted  f iv e  su n d rie  s o r t s  o f 

v a c u a tio n s  to  voyde t h i s  our body o f  f i l t h y  c o rru p tio n

 r s ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
iVhite h e l le b o re .

19
Phlegm.
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wherof i t  i s  th e  c o n tin u a l h a rb in g e r , th a t  i s  p h le b o t-  
20

omie, vom ition  pu rg in g  by th e  s to o l ,  by u r in s  and 

by sweating* Now in  th e  l a t t e r  dayes h a th  beene in v e n t

ed a s ix t  way or maner of p u rg in g , which i s  a ls o  by th e  

mouth, not vom iting , but s p i t t in g :  The onely  medicament 

which was wont to  p ro cu re  such s p i t t i n g ,  or s la v e r in g , 

was Hydrargyrum, q u ic k e - s i lv e r : but now of newe i s  found 

out t h i s  d iv in e  Tabacco, which i f  i t  be r i g h t l y  used, i s  

a so v e re ig n s  h e lp e , and a p re s e n t p u rg a tio n , and approov- 

ed p re s e rv a t iv e  a g a in s t  th e  fo re s a id  d is e a s e s , a s  a ls o

a g a in s t  A r t h r i t i s ,  th e  gowt, L i t h i a s i s ,  or s to n e  in  
21

r e in e s  o r  b la d d e r , and H y d ro p is ie . But because i t  i s

s a id  th a t  Tabacco and Hydrargyrum, worke b o [t]b  o f  t e r  one

s o r t ,  I t  s h a l l  not be am isse to  speake somewhat o f th e  one

and th e  o th e r ;  i f i r s t ,  th e re  i s  no v e g e ta l l  in  th e  w orld,

h a th  such a f f i n i t i e  w ith  any m in e ra l l ,  a s  h a th  Tabacco

w ith  M ercure, o r q u ic k e - s i lv e r ,  fo r  a s  M ercure p u rg e th ,

kw'iw <wt£> above and under, being ta k e n  a t  th e  mouth,

so doth  Tabacco, and a s  M ercure being applyed e x t e r io u r l i e ,
28

pu rg e th  a l l  th e  body by s la v e r in g , so doeth Tabaooo be

in g  holden  in  th e  mouth. As the  b es t P h y s ic ia n s , P h ilo s 

ophers and A lo h im is ts  th a t  ever were, can no t ag ree  upon 

th e  q u a l i t i e s ,  n e i th e r  f i r s t  nor seoond o f  M ercure, some 

say I t  i s  both h o te  and co ld e , both  drye end m o is t, th a t

I S  1
B lo o d - le t t in g

21
Kidneys

22
S lo b b erin g  or d ro o lin g
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i t  can binde and lo o se , th a t  i t  can r a r i f i e  and th ic k e n ,
33

and in  a word, th a t  i t  i s  a P ro th eu s , or a M agician .

So Tabacco i s  h o te , because i t  h a th  acrim on ie , i t  i s  

co ld  because i t  i s  n a ro o tio k e  and s tu p e fa o tiv e , i t  maketh 

drunken, and r e f r e s h e th ,  i t  maketh hu n g rie  and f i l l e t h ,  

i t  maketh t h i r s t i e ,  and ^uenoheth t h i r s t ;  F in a l l i e  to  

b r in g  man to  h e a l th ,  i t  changeth a s  many formes a s  

J u p p ite r  doeth  shapes to  convey h im se lfe  to  h i s  M is tr -  

e s s e ;  T his d if fe re n c e  onely  th e re  i s ,  th a t  Mercure be

ing  applyed to  any p a r t  o f th e  body, provoketh  s p i t t in g ;

But Tabacco p u rg e th  by s la v e r  o n e l ie ,  being tak en  in  th e  

mouth in  substance  or in  smoake. The A lch im is ts  vaunt 

th a t  th ey  a re  ab le  to  drawe out of every  th in g  M ercure, 

su lp h u re  and s a l t ,  but t r u e l i e  out of n o th in g  can th e y  

be sooner or b e t te r  s e p a ra te d , then  out of Tabacco; I  

th in k e  th a t  I  d u rs t  be bold to  say , th a t  Tabacco i s  th e  

M eroure of v e g e ta ls ,  and M ercure i s  th e  Tabacco o f min

e r a l s .  Nov/ to  r e tu rn s  to  our pu rpose, to  w it, to  th e  

cu re  and p re s e rv a tio n  of an arrnie o f m a lad ies , Tabacco 

must be used a f t e r  t h i s  m aner. Take o f le a fe  Tabacco 

a s  much a s  being fo ld e d  to g e th e r , may make a round b a l l  

of such b ig n esse  th a t  i t  may f i l l  th e  p a t ie n t s  mouth, 

and ino lyne  h is  face  downward tow ards th e  ground, keep

in g  th e  mouth open, no t moving any w hit w ith  h is  tongue, 

excep t now and th en  to  waken th e  medicam ent, th e re  s h a l l  

flow  suoh a f lo o d  of w ater from h is  b ra in  and h is  stom acke,

5 3  :
A sea-god , th e  son of oeeanus and T ethys, 

fa b le d  to  assume v a r io u s  sh ap es.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



and. from a l l  th e  p a r t s  o f h i s  body th a t  i t  s h a l l  be a

wonder. T h is  he must do f a s t in g  in  th e  m orning, and i f

i t  be f o r  p re s e rv a tio n , and the bodie v ery  caoochyme,

or f u l l  of e v i l  humours, he must ta k e  i t  onoe a weeke,

o th e rw ise  onoe a month: But i f  i t  bee to  cure th e  S p i l -
24

e p s ie  o r H ydorp isie  onoe every  day. Thus have I  used

Tabacco my s e l f e ,  and th u s used Tabacco Jean  G re is  a

v en erab le  old man a t  N antes in  th e  F rench B r i ta in ,  who

liv e d  w h ill  he was s ix  score  y e a re s  o f age, and who

was known f o r  th e  on ly  re fu g e  of th e  poore a f f l i c t e d

s o u ld ie r s  of Venus when th e y  were wounded w ith th e

French P ic k e s , I  should  have sa id  Pookes. Thus much

f o r  th e  use of Tabacco in  su b s tan ce . As concerning  th e

smoke, i t  may be tak en  more f re q u e n tly , and fo r  the

sa id  e f f e c t s ,  but alw ayes f a s t in g ,  and w ith  em ptie stom-

aok, no t a s  th e  E n g lish  ab u se rs  do, which make a smoke-

boxe of t h e i r  s k u l l ,  more f i t  to  be c a r ie d  under h is
25

arme th a t  s e l l e t h  a t  P a r is  duno ir a n o i r c i r  to  blaoke

mens shooes, th en  to  c a r le  th e  b ra in e  of him th a t  can n o t

w alke, can no t ryde except th e  Tabacco Pype be in  h i s  mouth.

I  chanced in  company on a tyme w ith  an E ng lish  m erchant

in  Normandie between Rowen and New-haven. T h is fe llo w

was a m errie  man, bu t a t  every  house he must have a

Gole to  k in d le  h is  Tabacco; th e  Frenchmen wondered, and

I  laughed  a t  h is  in tem p e ran c ie . But th e re  i s  one W illiam  
—

Dropsy

25
Boot b laok ing
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nnslop  an ho n est man dw elling  in  B ish o p s-g a te  s t r e e t ,  

hard  w ith in  th e  g a te  th a t  s e l l e th  th e  b e s t Tabaoco in  

E ngland, and u se th  i t  most d i s c r e e t l y .  Because th e  m a tte r  

o f smoake ta k in g  i s  c o n tro v e rte d  and d isp u te d , I  w i l l  

f i r s t  dec ide t h i s  q u es tio n  of smoake b e fo re  I  e n te r  to  

shewe th e  commoditie which p roeeedeth  of i t .  Suffumig

a t io n  or rece av in g  of smoake, i s  not a newe in v en ted  

rem edie, i t  i s  an old and w e ll approoved forme of med

ic in e  in  many d is e a s e s ,  H ip p o cra tes  in  h is  booke of the 

d is e a s e s  of women tc& eheth many k in d es of smoake which 

women should receav e  and s p e c ia l ly  of many unsavourie  

and s t in k in g  th in g s  a t  th e  nose and th e  mouth, to  r e -  

p re s s e  and th r u s t  back th e  m other in  the s u f fo c a tio n , 

a f e a r e f u l l  and dangerous d is e a s e . The most ex p e rt

P h y s it ia n s  in  our dayes adm it w ith  one consent th e
26

smoake of tu s s i la g o  to  be re c e iv e d  a t  th e  mouth, by
27

th o se  which a re  p t i s i c k e ,  or as th m atick e  or have th e

cough of c o ld . Gordon a le a rn e d  o lde r h y s i t in n ,  th e  Vade
28

mecum of p r a c t i t I a n s ,  o rd a in e th  T rooh isques o f Amber- 

g r e i s ,  Muske, end o th e r  In g re d ie n ts  to  be used a f t e r  

th e  forme a s  we tak e  smoake o f Tabacco fo r  the  E p ile p s ie .  

In  th e  booke c a l le d  Aohorismi tonscrum , or Sohola Gal- 

e r n i ,  th e re  i s  a su ffu m ig a tio n  made of Leek seed s, and 

w hite  Insquiam  seeds f o r  the  to o th  aohe to  be re c e iv e d  

26
C o lts fo o t

27
Consumptive

28
Troches
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a t  th e  m outh. Leonardo F io ra v a n ti  an I t a l i a n  p r a o t i t -  

ia n  commendeth f o r  deafen©sse a su ffu m ig a tio n  made w ith  

c in a b e r , f ra n k in ce n se  and m yrrhe, to  bee tak en  a t  th e  

m outh. C onsider now good L e c to r , and re p e a t ag a in e ,

S h a ll H ippoora tes perm it th e  smoake o f  s t in k in g  f e a th 

e r s ,  and o f o ld  r o t t e n  shooes from a C oablers d u n g h ill?  

s h a l l  o th e r  P h y s i t ia n s  perm it th e  smoke o f tu s s i la g o ?  

sh a l Cordon p re s c r ib e  th e  a ro m a tic a l smoke o f musk and 

ambre? sh a l Schola S a le rn i  perm it Insquiam  to  bee in cen s

ed  in  th e  mouth which i s  a venemous p la n t ,  s h a l l  F io r-  

a v a n ti  command th e  smoke o f  c in a b re , which i s  a p re se n t 

poysOn to  in f e c t  th e  b ra ln e?  and s h a l l  wee onely  ban ish  

th e  poore Tabacco which h a th  more v e r tu e  fo r  a l l  th e se  

fo re s a id e  D ise ase s , th en  each o f th e  forenamed th in g s  

h a th  fo r  t h e i r  s e v e r a l l  s o r e s .  I f  th e  m other vexe and 

torm ent a woman, th e  smoake o f Tabacco e i th e r  above or 

under, sh a l ease  h er more, th e n  f e a th e r s  or l e t h e r .

I f  thou  be p t i s i c k e ,  i f  thou  be a s th m atiek e , i f  thou  

be urged to  oogh th rough  d e f lu x io n , th e  smoake o f  Tab- 

acoo i s  b e t te r  th e n  tu s i la g o :  i f  th e  rage  of to o th ach e  

e x c a r n if ic a te  th e  goomes, Tabacco i s  b e t te r  th e n  Insqu

iam: i f  th e re  be sounding In  th e  e a re s , i t  i s  f i t t e r  

th e n  c in a b re . I  ad f u r th e r ,  th a t  amongst so many thou

sands which use and abuse Tabacco a t  a l  o ccasio n s  w ith 

ou t o b se rv a tio n  o f  any p h y s ic a l l  p re c e p t, th e re  a re  v ery  

few found th a t  oan a s c r ib e  t h e i r  d ea th  to  Tabacco: so 

t h a t  i f  Tabacco were used p h y s ic a l ly  and w ith  d is c r e t io n  

th e re  were no medicament in  th e  w orlds com parable to  i t .
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Wow to  return©  from whence I  d id  digress©  to  shew th e  

commodities o f  Tabacco, I  l a y  h ere  a s  a ground to  b u ild  

upon, th a t  by reaso n  o f th e  s i tu a t io n  o f mans head, 

which i s  above a l  th e  o th e r  members o f  th e  body, th e  

most p a r te  o f  d is e a s e s  flow  from th e  head, a s  from a 

fo u n ta in , th a t  Tabacco going im m ediatly  to  th e  b ra in , 

i t  n o t on ly  augem enteth and r e f r e s h e th  th e  an im a ll s p i r -  

i t e s ,  but d r ie th  th e  so u rse  o f  Innum erable d is e a s e s , and 

f o r t i f i e t h  th e  b r a in e • So th a t  th e re  i s  no man but 

may re c e iv e  oommoditie by th e  use o f Tabacco, except 

o n ly  th o se  which have t h e i r  b ra in e  d ry  and h o t, which 

i s  a temperament u n n a tu ra ll  to  th e  b ra in e , yea and a 

dangerous d is e a s e , and th e  nex t degree to  reav in g  to  

f u r i e ,  to  madness©. I  know th a t  ev e ry  one w i l l  be cur

io u s  to  aske me how he s h a l l  know a h o te  and d ry  b ra in e . 

Galen in  h i s  book which he c a l l e th  a r s  p arv a , d e e la re th  

a t  la rg e  th e  s ig n s s  o f  a l l  in te m p e rie s , yet to  s a t i s -  

f i e  th e  mindes o f  cu rio u s  L e c to rs , i t  i s  e v id en t th a t  

h i s  b ra in e  i s  ho t and d ry  who s le e p e th  v ery  l i t t l e  or 

n o th in g , who re a v e th  waking, and form eth  m onstruous 

dreames s le e p in g , and whose nose d i s t i l l e t h  n o th in g . I t  

were a w orld o f  work© to  s p e c i f ie  in  p a r t i c u la r  a l l  the  

d is e a s e s ,  and symptomes th a t  a re  h e lp ed  or p rev en ted  by 

Tabacco, but I  w i l l  o n ly  s e t  down© th o se  which I  know 

e i th e r  by mine own ex p e rien ce , o r by th e  f a i t h f u l l  r e 

port© o f le a rn e d  P h y s ic ian s  or o f c re d ib le  p a t i e n t s .  I  

w i l l  begin  a t  th e  E p ile p s ie  which i s  c a lle d  by Hippoc

r a t e s  morbus s a c e r , th e  f a l l i n g  s ic k n e s , and t h i s  p la n t

fsssmm wmxsn u b iu u m
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l a  c a l le d  by some n a t io n s  herba  sa c ra : th e n  a f t e r  l e g i t -  

tim e p re p a ra t io n , and such d ie t  as  a s k i l f u l  P hysio -

ia n s h a l p r e s c r ib e ,  l e t  th e  p a t ie n t  be purged w ith  in -
29

fu s io n  o f Tabaoco in  h id rom el, in  th e  s t r a in e d  l iq u o r

o f  t h i s  in fu s io n  d is s o lv e  fo u re  grain© s o f th e  s a l t  made

of Tabacco and g ive i t  to  th e  p a t ie n t  to  d rin k e ; h e r a f t e r ,
30

hav ing  a o a u te r  in  h is  neck, he sh a l tak e  every  day 

th e  smoke o f a p ip e  o f f in e  Tabacco f a s t i n g  in  th e  morn

in g , and once ev e ry  t h i r d  day hee s h a l l  ho ld  in  h is  mouth
31

th e  apophlegrnatisme o f Tabaooo in  su b s tan ee .

Now because t h i s  d ise a se  h a th  some o c c u lt  ven

om© and malign© q u a l i t i e ,  th e  o lde P h y s ic ian s  by lo n g  

ex p e rien ce  have found ou t some th in g s  which helpe t h i s  

d ise a se  by an in d e o la ra b le  v e r tu e , and fo r  t h i s  oause 

he s h a l l  ta k e  th e  smoake o f  t h i s  confeo ted  Tabaoco ev ery  

day.
32

Take am bregreese, th e  seede o f  p eo n ie , and s t i r a x ,

2§ ' '
A l iq u o r  c o n s is t in g  o f a m ix tu re  o f honey and 

w ater which i s  th e n  ferm ented : mead.

30
A c a u te r  i s  l i t e r a l l y  th e  h ea ted  iro n  used 

to  c a u te r iz e  a wound. I  cannot in te r p r e t  B a rc lay ’ s u sage .

31
An apophle^uat isme was an agent which, h e ld

in  th e  mouth, would cause phlegm to  be e x p e lle d . Thus,
h e re , a qu id  o f  to b acco .

32
A r e s i n  d eriv e d  from a fam ily  o f t r e e s  ( S ty rax

o f f i c i n a l i s )  o f which th e  ^.uince i s  a  member: S to ra x .
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of every  one half©  an ounce, o f  muske tw e n tle  g ra in e s , 

o f  lignum  a lo e s  th e  w eight o f  th r e e  orownes, of mag-  

is te r iu m  o r a a i i  human! an ounce, o f th e  sowing th e re o f ,  

h a l f e  an ounce, o f  f in e  Tabaoco as  much as  o f  them a l l ,  

make o f a l l  th e se  a g roase  powder, and ta k e  th e  smoake 

o f i t  ev e ry  m orning, and th u s  th e  e p i le p t io k e  s h a l l  

a t ta in e  to  h i s  h e a l th  r a th e r  th en  by g a l l s  o f dogs and 

s u p e r s t i t io u s  c h a ra c te r s  used by a number o f  ig n o ran t 

deboshed Yagabondes and M ontebanokes. The H ydrop isie  

i s  one o f  th e  o rd in a r ie  custom ers th a t  oommeth to  

crave h e a l th  a t  th e  shop o f Tabacco, and s p e c ia l ly  i f  

i t  bee holden  in  th e  p a t ie n t s  mouth in  su b stan ce , o r i f  

hee ta k e  now and th e n  of th e  s a l t  th e re o f , and ev e ry
33

day a p ip e  o r two. The A r t h r i t i s  o r gowt, and g ra v e l l

a re  p rev en ted  p r e t t i l y ,  beoause th e  an teced en t cause i s

ta k en  away: i t  p re se rv e th  from  to o th a c h : i t  c u re th

th e  m igraim , th e  o o lie k e , th e  oogh, th e  co ld : I t  s ta y -

e th  growing f a t t e :  i t  i s  th e  a n t id o te  o f Hypochondriacke

m elan ch o lie , i t  p re p a re th  th e  stomacke fo r  m eat: i t

maketh a d e a r  v o ic e , i t  maketh a sweet b re a th , i t  c le a r -

e th  th© s ig h t ,  i t  opneth th e  e a re s ,  i t  p u t te th  away th e  
34

p u n a ise , openeth  th e  passage o f  th e  nose, i t  i s  th e
35

nourse o f th e  l i g h t s ,  i t  com fo rte th  n e rv es , and ta k en  

in  s iru p e  th e re  i s  no o b s tru c t io n  th a t  can ab ide  i t :

§3
S to n es, a s  g a l l - s to n e s  o r  k idney  s to n e s .

34
Bed-bug ?

35
The lu n g s .
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P h y s ic ian : f o r  i f  th e  p a t i e n t ,  a s  exp erien ce  te a c h e th

b eg in n eth  to  f e e le  th e  f i r s t  hope o f h is  h e a l th  a t  th e

a r r i v a l l  o f  h i s  P h y sic ian : how much more s h a l l  he be

a lle Y a te d  when he g lv e th  him out o f h is  owne hand th e

Cuppe which o o n te in e th  th e  Covenant o f  h i s  r e s t i t u t i o n ,

th e  e a rn e s t  o f h i s  W e llfa re , and th e  weapon to  d e s tro y

h is  d is e a s e . Happy were th e  lan d  th a t  had no need o f

P h y s ic ia n s , happy th e  lan d e  which hav ing  neede o f them

h a th  o f th e  b e s t s o r te ,  and happie were th e  P h y s ic ia n s

whose lo t e  were to  come in  th e  lande where th e  Law o f

good King R eu ther were c u r io u s ly  keeped, th a t  no man

under p a in e  o f  dea th  should  e x e rc is e  physicke th a t  could

not shew a p u b lick e  te s tim o n ie  o f h i s  la v /fu ll G a llin g .

But I  must say  o f P hysicke a s  a h o ly  F a th e r sa id e  o f

th e  h o lie  S c r ip tu r e ,  hano d e l i r u s  senex, hanc g a r ru la
36

anus, hanc s o p h is ts  v erbosus p u t te th  in  p r a c t i s e ,  and 

i s  no t p u n ish ed . God save th e  Countrey from d is e a s e s , and 

God save th e  d ise a se d  from such D octors

FINIS.

36 '
This d o tin g  o ld  man, t h i s  babb ling  o ld  woman, 

t h i s  verbose  s o p h is t .
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i t  i s  p re se n t r e l i e f s  a g a in s t  th e  most p a r t  of poysons; 

And in  few words i t  i s  th e  p r in c e s se  of p h y s ic a l p la n ts :  

To conclude th i s  d isc o u rse  I  must exouse h e re  my p la in -  

n esse  end s im p l ie i t ie  w ith  t h i s  caveat to  th e  cu rio u s  

L e c to r , th a t  a lb e i t  th e  never too  much commended Tab

acco bee of s u f f io ie n o ie  to  cure many d is e a s e s :  y e t i t  

i s  n o t of e f f ic a c ie  in  a l  p e rso n s , in  e l l  seaso n s, in  

a l  tem peram ents, but i t  must bee used by th e  d i r e c t io n  

o f some ex p e rt and p ru d en t P h y s ic ia n , There was on a 

tim e a d is e a se d  Gentleman, who fo r  to  re c o v e r h is  h e a l th  

se n t fo r  a P h y s ic ia n , th e  which using  p ru d e n tly  and a r t -  

i f i c a l l y  h is  cu re , th e  Gentleman became w el, and because 

he was su b je c t to  th a t  d is e a se  o f te n  in  th e  y ea re , hee 

remarked w e ll how th e  P h y s ic ia n  had p rep ared  h is  p o tio n , 

what h erb es hee had decocted , what sim ples hee had in 

fu sed , whet e le c tu a r ie s  hee had d is s o lv e d , howe much of 

e v e ry  one, how long  th e y  se e th e d , or s teep ed , a t  what 

a clocke he d id  m in is te r  i t ,  how long  hee f a s te d  t h e r -  

a f t e r ,  and a t  th e  n ex t a s s a u l t  of th e  s ick n esse  hee tooke 

th e  same p o tio n , o b se rv in g  f i l l  C ircum stances, but was 

n o th in g  the  b e t te r ;  he sen t again© fo r  k a s te r  D octor, 

and in q u ired  what th e  m e tte r  should be, see in g  he was 

d ise a se d  w ith  th e  same m alad ie , hee had tak en  th e  same 

p o tio n , he used i t  very  r i g h t l y  w ith  a l l  th e  c ircu m st

ances ana o b s e rv a tio n s , he had not om itted  one jo te ,  ho

sa id  th e  P h y s ic ia n  you laoked  a p r in c ip a l  p o in t ,  a v e ry  
n e c e s s a r ie  C ircum stance and an e s s e n t i a l l  Cause, th a t

i s ,  you re c e iv e d  not th e  p o tio n  from th e  hand o f a
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To th e  fav o u rab le  L ec to r h e a l th .

There were some pages whioh I  thought n o t meet
37

to  le av e  em ptie , good L e c to r , e i th e r  fo r  th y  sake, o r

fo r  Tabacooes sake , or f o r  mine owne sake: fo r  th y  sake,

because I  w earie  no t to  ta lk e  w ith  th e e ; fo r  Tabaocoes 

sake, because th e  w orth o f i t  d e se rv e th  some v e rse s : 

fo r  mine owne sake, because I  never hav ing  s leep ed  in  

P a rn a ssu s , but bee ing  a v a l le y  P o e te , I  persuade my 

s e l f e  th a t  my v e rs e s  s h a l l  be re ad  more fo r  th e  m e r ite s  

o f  th e  m a tte r ,  th e n  fo r  th e  value o f th e  Workeman* 

T h erefo re  1 ad d resse  my 3e l f e  f i r s t  t o  gaze a g a in s t  

a c ra ig , from whence some m u s ie a ll in f lu e n c e  may bedew 

my b ra in e .
38

Ut s ic  re p e n ts  Poeta prodeam.

3?
In  th e  o r ig in a l ,  th e  body of th e  pam phlet ended 

on l e a f  B4T and so B arc lay  added th e se  poems to  f i l l  up 
some of th e  rem ain ing  n in e  le a v e s .

38
In  t h i s  manner th e  p o e t herew ith  s e t s  o u t .
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To h is  very  w o rs h ip fu ll ,  and deare  Cousing, 

th e  L a ird  of Boine •

The Gut which Vulcan fo rg ed  in  h is  y re ,

To punish  th o se  which fo llo w  Venus way,

Gen f in d e  n o th in g  to  quench th a t  flam ing  fy re ,

Go f i t  a s  f in e  Tabacco sund rie  say ,

f o r  p ro o fe  o f which g re a t P i l l a r  of my k in  

T e l l  what thou  know est: fo r  to  co n cea le  were s in .
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To h is  good find olde fr ien d , M. Alexander C raig ,

C raig  i f  thou knowes th e  v e r tu e s  of t h i s  p la n t .  

Why d o st thou dye th y  q u i l l  in  lake of blame? 

I f  thou  knowes n o t, fo r  to  su p p lie  th y  w ant,

Why fo llo w es thou  th e  voice of f e in in g  fame?

I s  i t  no t s la n d e r  to  t h i s  p la n t  and th e e ,

To speake of i t  so p o e t io a l l ie ?
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To i i i s  good C ousing M. John Hay, o f R an asse .

H anibal had a house in  B y th in ie ,

B uilded a f t e r  h is  c r a f t i e  owne co n cea t,

On every  s id e  a doore was p r i v i l i e ,

j?or to  p re se rv e  h is  l i f e  and s ta g g e rin g  s t a t e ,

But when th e  Romanes came fo r  to  d e f a i t  

The o n e lie  one o f  whom th ey  stood  in  doubt,

H anibal would not f ig h t  a g a in s t  h i s  f a t e ,

Knowing th e  doores were known, and sieg d e  ab o u t,

Good Gousing Kay, th e  30ule i s  H an iba l,

The house w ith  many doores i t  i s  th e  head,

Death and d is e a se  a s  Romanes s ie g e  them a l l  

To s u f fo c a t th e  l i f e  w ithou t remend:

E xcept d iv in e  Tabaooo make defence ,

Keepe open d o o res , and r a i s e  th e  s ieg e  from th e n c e .
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To th e  a b u se rs  o f Tabaoco

fihy do you th u s  abuse t h i s  h ea v en lie  p la n t

The hope of h e a l th ,  th e  fe w e ll of our l i f e ?

V/hy doe you w aste i t  w ithout f e a re  of want,

S ince f in e  and t r u e  Tabaoco i s  not ry fe?
39

Olde E u c lio  wont f o u l l  w ater f o r  to  s p a ir ,

And s to p  th e  bellow es no t to  w aste th e  A ir .

A t i g h t - f i s t e d  o ld  man in  P lautus*  A u lu la rif t.
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To my Lord th e  B ishop o f  Murray.

The s t a t e l i e  r i c h  l a t e  conquered In d ian  p la in e s ,  

P o s te r  a p la n t ,  th e  p r in c e s  of a l l  p la n t s .

./hich P o r tu g a l l  a f t e r  p e r i l l  and p a in e s ,

To Europe b ro g h t, a s  i t  most ju s t  l i e  van tss 

T h is p la n t  a t  home th e  p eo p le  and P r i e s t s  a s su re , 

Of h is  g o o d w ill, whom th e y  a s  God ad o re ,

Both h ere  and th e re  i t  w orketh wondrous cu re ,

And h a th  such h eav en lie  v e rtu e  h id  in  s to r e .

A s tra n g e r  p la n t  shipw recked in  our c o a s t,

13 ccme to  h e lp  t h i s  co ld  phlegm&tick so y le ,

Yet can not l i v e  fo r  calum nie and b o a s t,

In  danger d a y l ie  o f some g r e a te r  b ro y le ;

My Lord t h i s  sac red  herb  vdiieh n ev er o ffe n d s t

I s  fo rode  to  crave your fav o u r to  defend i t .
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To tiie  most accom plished , and t r u e  P h llo o le a  o f  t h i s  Y le,

L .b .L .L .P .

Some do t h i s  p la n t  w ith  odious crymes d isg ra c e ,

And c a l l  th e  poore Tabaoco haciio id ,

They say  th a t  i t ,  0 what a m onstrous oacel 

f o r e s t a l s  th e  l i f e ,  and k i l s  man in  the  seed,

I t  smoaketh, b la c k e th , bu rneth  a l l  the b ra in e ,

I t  d ryes th e  m o is tu re  t r e a s u re  o f  th e  l i f e ,

I t  ou re th  n o t, bu t s tu p i f i e s  th e  p a in ,

I t  c u ts  our dayes befo re  A tropus k n i f e .

Good L adie looke no t to  th e se  ra v in g  sp e ich es ,

You know by p ro o f th a t  a l l  th e se  blames a re  l i e s ,

Gorged by so u rv ie  le u d  u n lea rn ed  b e lc h e s ,

As time h a th  ta u g h t, and p r a c t i s e  th a t  a l l  t r y e s .

Tabaooo n e i th e r  a l t e r e t h  h e a l th  nor hew,

Ten thousand thousands know th a t  i t  i s  t r u e .
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