The Women's Army Invades Nacogdoches
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Why was the WAAC formed?
As Mattie Treadwell explains in her book The
Women’s Army Corps, one of the main factors
motivating Edith Rogers, the Congresswoman who
introduced the bill to create the Women’'s Army

Significance
The administration school only operated for about a
year, but it had a significant impact (Women's Army
Corps Scrapbook). Because enroliment at SFA had
dropped so low during World War |l, there Is a high
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Auxiliary Corps, was her experiences in World War probability that the school would have just fizzled

|. She had seen women working with the armed out In the 1940s and never recovered. However,
services go overseas and contract health problems A due to Dr. Boynton's efforts and the WAAC who
related to their service but not receive any of the AL Py - EE lived, worked, and learned on campus during this
benefits or care that men in the Army received after O o e ity i o crucial time in history, this was not the case. We are
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fighting. Their will to win WILL win

the war was over (17). Rogers told the Chief of

A B o ey N o i W Army Koy G Yol i e it e\t LT proud to be a large, thriving university today. By
Staff, General Marshall, that she was planning on b Sl e spion st B by 2 oy e e ke L g providing a place for the WAAC to conduct their
introducing a bill to allow women to be a part of the B e & i v, Yomn povr  YOU. i o e g b ol e WAAC, (S5 administration school, SFA was supporting the

Army (Treadwell, 17). Rogers was, unfortunately,
unable to secure the protection she sought for
women in the end because of so much opposition to
her idea; only a compromise, the bill which the War
Department authored, was accepted, which did not
include official Army status for the women
(Treadwell, 18). The final result was a force of
women explicitly authorized to serve with the Army
but not in it, and serve in noncombat jobs only
(Treadwell, 19). Most women who joined were to be
trained to perform clerical and administrative duties.
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Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps

TO YOUR NEW HOME
IN NACOGDOCHES

.. .. and we will do our best to make you feel at home at all
times.

S.F.A. COLLEGE BUILDINGS - NOW
BARRACKS FOR THE WAACs

founded in September, 1923. with a faculty of fourteen men}ebrs ar}d
a small group of students, this fast growing State College, situated in
the midst of a forty acre virgin timber pine forest, which was the oni-
ginal home of Thomas J. Rusk, a Texas hero, is the pride cf Nacogdoches,
and this section of East Texas.

With a faculty of more than seventy-five members, an ‘un.\nua\ enrollment
of some 2,000 studentstand an investment of l“U-l"ﬂl“‘lun‘dU“a!".-‘,\‘hl:-‘.
; 3] stz oday as one of the outstanding State Institutions of Texas

The college is a standard four-vear co-educational school fully recognized
by leading accredited agencies, confers B. A., B.S., B.B. A. and M. A.

We are very happy to have you here and are indeed glad l}_ml. For your information and for ihe information of vour families
Unele Sam selected Nacogdoches for his Number One Training and friends back home we have sketched a brief outline here of
WAAT School. ihe city, the SFA College, which is now vour home and of %he
All of Nacogdoches wants vou to feel that this is your hm'ne Old Stone Fort, one of the most interesting and historic build

SFA is Converted into an Army School
In January 1943, the number of students attending
SFA had dropped to only 348 (Craddock, 53). This
was a result of the war, as many male students had
gone off to fight. Craddock summarizes Dr. Boynton’
s efforts nicely:
In order to save the college, something had to be
done- and fast. Having the insight that survival for
the school depended largely on service to the
nation, Dr. Boynton conferred directly with officials
in Washington, D.C. Because of Dr. Boynton's
foresight, SFA was able to secure the first
Women’s Army Air [Auxiliary] Corps training
school in Texas (53).
SFA was converted into an administrative training
school, and officially opened on February 12, 1943,
when the first WAAC company arrived
(Kaemmerling, 66). Most of the buildings on SFA
campus were given to the WAAC to use, including
the Austin Building, Science Building, Band Hall, two
dormitories, and the Women’s Recreation Center
(Craddock, 53). Classes continued, but the college
students that were attending SFA were moved to
houses in town (Craddock, 53).

WAAC. In a way, SFA was at the same time
supporting a greater cause, because the WAAC was
an organization which represented a step towards
greater equality for women and an effort that helped
bring about the end of the war. Although SFA might
have hosted the WAAC administration school for
economic reasons, there were greater
consequences that changed American society. This
was SFA’'s contribution to the war effort, which was
mutually beneficial to the university, the Women's
Army Auxiliary Corps, and the country.
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Ceremonies Open
WAAC Branch '

At SFA Monday

Col. Albert L. Price Delivers Main Address
" To Group of 250 WAACs, Students |
Faculty, and Locals |

The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps Branch No. 1, Army
Administration School, was officially opened Monday morn-
ing with formal dedication ceremonies in Aikman Gym.
Col. Albert L. Price, assistant commandant, Adjutant Gen-
eral’s School, Fort Washington, Md., made the main address
on the program before a packed house of WAAC students,
college students and faculty, and townpeople.

The first group that enters a new work makes the suc-
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