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Abstract

We introduce orbital functionals [ 3 simultaneously for each com-
mensurability class of orbital surfaces. They are realized on infinitely
dimensional orbital divisor spaces spanned by (arithmetic-geodesic real 2-
dimensional) orbital curves on any orbital surface. We discover infinitely
many of them on each commensurability class of orbital Picard surfaces,
which are real 4-spaces with cusps and negative constant Kahler-Einstein
metric degenerated along an orbital cycle. For a suitable (Heegner) se-
quence f hy, N € N, of them we investigate the corresponding formal or-

X .
bital g-series Y ([ hy)g”. We show that after substitution ¢ = ¢*™" and
N=0

application to arithmetic orbital curves € on a fixed Picard surface class
the series ) (g h ~)e*™7 define modular forms of well-determined fixed
N2

weight, level and Nebentypus. The proof needs a new orbital understan-
ding of orbital hights introduced in [Hol] and Mumford-Fulton’s ratio-
nal intersection theory on singular surfaces in Riemann-Roch-Hirzebruch
style. It has to be connected with Zeta and Theta functions of hermitian
lines, indefinit quaternionic fields and of a matrix algebra along a research
marathon over 75 years represented by Cogdell, Kudla, Hirzebruch, Za-
gier, Shimura, Schoeneberg and Hecke. Our aim is to open a door to an
effective enumerative geometry for complex geodesics on orbital varieties
with nice metrics.
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1 Introduction

In the monograph [Hol|] we defined orbital hights for orbital curves on orbital
surfaces. In the most important cases of orbital hyperbolic surfaces (Picard sur-
faces), which are real 4-dimensional with cusps with negative constant curvature,
the orbital curves appear as geodesics of real dimension 2. The orbital hights
are rational numbers explicitly defined in algebraic geometric terms. They can
also be expressed by zeta function values, see [Feu], ch. III, and from the differ-
ential geometric viewpoint they are volumes of fundamental domains of discrete
subgroups of a unitary group.

In this paper we define groups of orbital divisors and extend the orbital sig-
nature hights to functionals hy on the orbital divisor spaces. Additionally, we
extend and transfer Mumford-Fulton’s rational intersection theory on complex
surfaces with (normal) singularities in Riemann-Roch-Hirzebruch style to func-
tionals on the orbital divisor spaces. On orbital Picard surfaces the (arithmetic-
geodesic) orbital curves can be normed by positive integers. Using these norms
we find all these orbital curves as supports of a well- defined sequence Hy,
N € N4, of special orbital (Heegner) divisors. They also define orbital function-
als hyy on orbital divisor spaces, nicely compatibile with finite orbital coverings
of orbital surfaces.

Writing [ 3 for an orbital functional 3 we define formal g-series > ([ hy)g".
N=0

They are applicable to each orbital curve C on any orbital Picard surface



defining a formal Taylor series ®&(q) in ¢ with rational coefficients fln(é),
n=01,23,...
Substituting ¢ = e

(1) be(r) = 3 ( / )Y = 3 (i (€)g™

2mT we get convergent series denoted and defined by

(2) = ho(C)+ ) (C-Hy)g,a"

on the upper half plane H with orbital (rational) intersection product ()% on

orbital Picard surfaces X supported by the Baily-Borel compactification Xt of
Xr :=T'\B, I' a Picard modular group acting on the complex two-dimensional
unit ball B.

The first sections are dedicated to the construction of orbital functionals and
to the proofs of their fundamental properties. At the end of this procedure we
can prove that the orbital Heegner series ®p(7) and ®¢(7) are the same up
to a degree factor, if D is a finite orbital covering of C. The scaling constant
term hy(C) in (1) is in any case the orbital signature hight of C. If we know
one Heegner series ®p (7) and its properties of the orbital covering class of C,
then we know (essentially) all. For arithmetic orbital curves D on neat Picard
surfaces the modular properties of the Heegner series are known by work of
Cogdell. It extends now to the general main result 6.6 of this paper, valid for all
arithmetic curves on each Picard surface: The Heegner series are modular forms
of explicitly determined weight (three), level and Nebentypus. Level group and
Nebentypus depend only on the commensurability class of Picard surfaces.

With help of preparing work by Hecke, Schoeneberg, Kudla and Cogdell we
are able to connect our series with congruence Theta functions and - via Mellin
transformations - with congruence Zeta functions. This will be summerized in
the last sections. More precisely, there are three types of such functions we
need. Hecke’s congruence Theta and Zeta functions of lattices of hermitian
lines sit in cusp lattices of Picard surfaces. One needs Hecke’s results of 1926;
no later explicit reference seems to be possible. The modular curves on Picard
surfaces, characterized by the existence of cusps, are closely connected with
Theta and Zeta functions of the matrix algebra Mats(Q) investigated by Cogdell
in [Cogl]. Arithmetic-geodesic curves without cusps are Shimura curves. They
are connected with congruence Theta and Zeta functions of indefinit quaternion
algebras introduced and investigated by Schoeneberg [Sch] in 1936 following
ideas of Hecke. Their application to Picard curves goes essentially back to
Kudla’s paper [Ku] transfering ideas and work of Hirzebruch-Zagier [HZ] from
the Hilbert modular to ball cases.

In section 7 we present an example on the quasi-hyperbolic Picard plane
of a Gauf3 lattice. The Fourier coefficients of the Heegner series are explicitly
described in simple arithmetic terms on two different ways. The N-th coefficient
counts our quasi-geodesics of fixed norm N up to intersection multiplicities. For
a better understanding of our motivations we recommend the reader to look



first to the example in Section 7. It is also closely connected with my lectures
[Ho2] presented in the Varna Conference of 2001.

2 Orbital divisors on orbital surfaces

Let X = XUX> bea complex compact normal algebraic surface with at most
quotient and (ball) cusp singularities. These singularities are precisely defined
and classified in my monograph [Hol]. The cusp singularities (including also
some marked smooth points) form a finite set X°° of embedded points. Together
with an orbital (see below) Weil divisor

Bl = 'Ulél + ...+ 'Urér, T Z O, V; Z 27

C; irreducible, we get an orbital surface X := (X, B 1). We fix B! and call it
the basic divisor of X. Orbital (in the global sense) means: There is a Galois
covering pg : Yy —-X=Y /G with Galois group G C AutY and restriction
pg: Y — X = X/G, Y smooth satisfying

Conditions 2.1
o Bl is the branch divisor of pa;
e the ramification index over C; coincides with v;, i = 1,...,7;
e the points of Y =Y \Y are (purely) elliptic singularities;
o the components of the preimage curves pg (C’Z) are smooth on'Y ;

e their proper transforms on the minimal singularity resolution Y' of Y
have only transversal intersections with the exceptional divisor T = E(ju)
of w: Y — Y, which is a disjoint sum of elliptic curves on Y.

Definition 2.2 . If the above properties are satisfied, we call X an orbital
surface with (defining) basic orbital divisor B!, see (8). The coverings pc or
the restrictions pg are called finite uniformization of X or X, respectively.

We will use the notations
Pc: Y—>X, Pec: Y —X,

with fat letters in order to signalize the orbital structures. Uniformizations are
not uniquely determined by the orbital surface X. Notice also, that each finite
uniformization defines a commutative diagram

Y’ Y
(3) Pe e}
’ N



with vertical Galois coverings and horizontal birational morphisms.

Restricting p = pe to suitable small analytic open neighbourhoods we have
around each point R = p(S) of X a local finite uniformization Us — Vg =
Gs\Us with branch curve (germes) supported by all components C; going
through R and corresponding ramification indices v;. Via inductive limit we
get a local orbital morphism S — R from the embedded point S € Y to the
embedded orbital point

(4) R= l@(VR, B! restricted to V).

An orbital point R € X is trivial, iff R is a smooth surface point outside of B
In this case we do not distinguish the notations R and R. It is a basic orbital
point on X iff Ris a singular point of X or a singular point of B'. The basic
orbital zero cycle BY of X is defined as the finite formal sum of all basic orbital
points of X:

(5) B’ = > R.

X 5R basic orbital

Now we want to define orbital curves C on X supported by an irreducible
curve C' on X. For this purpose we look back to an orbital uniformization pg
of X. The diagram (3) restricts to

>

D/

pe(D') = G\D' — C,

where D is an (arbitrary) irreducible component of p&l(é) and D' is the proper
transform of D on Y’. We assume the following

Conditions 2.3 e D’ is a smooth curve;
o D' intersects T = E(u) transversally at each common point;

o GD' = P,cq 9D’ is a divisor whose support has at most ordinary sin-
gularities.

Uniformizations with these properties are called C- uniformization of X. Each
singularity S of GD’ lying on D’ is called a G-cross point of D’. If the action
of G on the set of curve germs of GD’ is not transitive, the we call S a
honest G-cross point of D’. These points are projected along py, onto the set of
singularities of G\D'.



(7) Sing G\D' = p;({honest G-cross points of D'}).

Obviously, the image points of Sing G\D’ on X are also curve singularities of
C. These i image points are precisely all C—smgularltles which are not resolved
by . Asin (4) we define for each singularity R of C the C-orbital point R on
X taking into account the branch situation again locally around. The whole set
of C-orbital points on X consists of the C-orbital points just described and the
X-orbital points with support on C.

Deﬁnitipn 2.4 . Let C C X be an irreducible curve allowing a C'-uniformiza—
tion of X. The pair

C= (UOC’; Z R)
C3R C-orbital
with ramification index va € Ny of pg at C is called an orbital curve on X,
and the sum of the second component is the orbital cycle on C.

With the conditions 2.1 it is not difficult to see that each component C;
defines an orbital curve C;. These basic orbital curves have common Cj- uni-
formizations. Namely, each finite X- uniformization is a C;-uniformization of
X. We refer to [Hol] for comparision, where we restricted ourselves essentially
to branch curves. The basic orbital divisor of X is the formal sum

(8) B! =C,+...+C,
and the basic orbital cycle of X is defined as formal sum

B=B'+B°=C,+..+C, + > R.
X5R basic orbital

Definition 2.5 . The group Divy X of orbital divisors on X is the free abelian
group generated by all orbital curves on X:

Divy; X = @ 7-C
XDC orbital

Remark 2.6 . As in [Hol] we can define orbital curves and orbital points on
them purely locally on the given orbital surface X wia local intersections along
local finite uniformizations.

Let X be an orbital surface. If R belongs to X*°, we call R an orbital point
at infinity or cusp point. The other orbital points R € BO are called (honest)
finite orbital points or quotient points. Cusp points are supported by cusp
singularities, which are locally finite quotients of elliptic points. Quotient points
are supported quotient singularities, which are locally finite quotients of smooth
surface points. In both cases it may happen that the supporting point is regular.



Heights of orbital curves

Let p : Y — X and q: Y — Z be finite uniformizations with the same
covering surface Y. If the supporting Galois covering p factors though ¢, then
we call the induced orbital morphism 7Z—Xa ﬁmte orbital surface covering.
Its restriction D — C to two orbital curves on Z or X, respectively, is a finite
orbital curve covering, by definition. The orbital surfaces together with such
finite orbital coverings X — X as morphisms define the category OrSf of
orbital surfaces. Similarly, we dispose on the category OrCr of orbital curves
with the finite orbital curve coverings as morphisms.

Definition 2.7 . A hight on OrCr is a non-zero map
h: OrCr — Q

satisfying

(9) h(D) = [D: CIh(C)

for all finite orbital curve coverings D — (AJ.A Thereby [f) : C’] denotes the
degree of the underlying curve covering D — C.

In the the appendix 10 we prove explicitly that such orbital curve heights
exist. Here we need only one type of them, namely the signature hights h.(C)
of orbital curves C. The explicit formula looks like

(10) ho(C) =

)+ > h(R

where the sum runs through all orbital points R on(AJl and C is the (smooth)
proper transform of C' C X on a special well-defined C- model of X, which is
smooth along C. The contributions h.(R) are rational numbers composed by
singularity and weight data of R and the basic orbital curves through R. For

branch curves of uniformizations the formulas can be already found in [Hol].
For the precise contributions in (10) we refer to Definition 10.9 in the appendix.

3 Orbital functionals

Let X be an orbital surface, Divy X its orbital divisor group and F' a field. We
only need the fields Q and R of rational and real numbers. The F-vector spaces

Divy X := F @ Divy X

are infinite dimensional in general, at least for our quasihyperbolic cases X =
Xr. We call it the F-divisor space of X.
We correspond to each finite orbital covering p: Y — X the F-linear map

Py = pyr : Divp Y — Divp X



extending F-linearly the correspondences D — [D C’]C where D is an orbital
curve on Y covering the orbital curve C on X supported by p(D). With a
little modification we define the orbital direct image homomorphisms using the
orbital degree
D: 6 = CD: (]
s}

instead of the geometric covering degree [15 : C’}
py: DivpY — DivpX, D~ puD :=[D:C|C

The latter object is called the orbital direct image of D. After orbitalization of
direct images we want to orbitalize also our hights on OrCr introduced in the
last section.

Definition 3.1 . A (rational) orbital height h on OrCr corresponds to each
orbital curve C a rational number h(C) such that h(D) = [D : Clh(C) for all
orbital curve coverings D — C.

From any height h on OrCr satisfying the degree formula (9) it is easy to
change to the corresponding orbital height h setting

Namely, from the degree compatibility of h follows immediately

! () = [D: Ch(®)

Ay L a :[13:0] - :[ﬁ:é]vé
(D) = () = 2o = 2 e

Example 3.2 The signature height h. changes in this manner to the orbital
signature hight h,.

Remark 3.3 We will omit the indexz Q in Divg X keeping this base field exten-
ston in mind. This will be also done for the field index R, if there is no danger
of misunderstanding.

Now we consider functionals
fg: DivX — R
which are nothing else but linear maps on the orbital divisor spaces.

Definition 3.4 . A set 3 .

f = {fg; X € OrSf}
18 called an orbital functional on OrSf iff it is compatible with orbital direct
images along finite orbital covermgs This means that hg o px = hy holds for
all finite orbital coverings p : Y — X.



Example 3.5 . Fach orbital height h on OrCr extends linearly to an orbital
functional h. The extension is done objectwise on each orbital divisor space
DivX. The compatibility with orbital finite coverings comes from the defining
hight property 3.1 for the orbital curves gemerating the orbital divisor spaces.
Especially, the orbital signature hight extends to the orbital signature functional.

It is quite natural to give a relative definition on commensurability classes of
OrSf. Commensurability is the smallest equivalence relation putting an orbital
surface and any orbital finite covering of it into the same class. The class of X
is denoted by [X] We denote the corresponding full subcategory of OrSf by
the same symbol. By restriction we define orbital functionals on [X] in obvious
manner. In the same manner the commensurability class [C] of an orbital curve
C on X is well-defined. Tt consists of orbital curves on objects of [X]. It is also
considered as a category with finite orbital curve coverings as morphisms.

Now we fix an infinite sequence

H = (Fio, By, s By, )

of orbital functionals, say with rational values on rational orbital divisors. It
defines a very formal series

with a variable q. Applied to orbital curves C we get formal power series

oo

He(q) = Y hy(C)- ¢ € Qllq)).

N=0
For orbital finite coverings D— Cwe get the relations
(11) Hp(q) = [D: C]-Hgl(q).

Now we substitute ¢ = e?™7, 7 € H := {2z € C; Sz > 0}. For suitable
sequences of orbital functionals we expect and will construct convergent series
(holomorphic functions)

Pe(r) = ®H(1) == Y hy(C) - *mNT
N=0
on the Poincaré upper half plane H. Both, Hy(q) and ®g(7), are called orbital

series of the sequence H of orbital functionals.

Definition 3.6 . The sequence I:Ivof orbital functionals is called modular iff
for each orbital curve C for which H is applicable, the attached series ®¢(T) is
a (holomorphic) modular form.



This means that there is a congruence subgroup I' of Si»(Z) and a positive
integer k (weight) such that

(aTer
Cler+d

)= (et +d)* - Bg(7).
for all v = (‘;g) el

Remark 3.7 . If H is a sequence of orbital functionals on a commensurabil-
ity class [X] and C is an orbital curve on X, then the attached orbital series is
uniquely determined up to a rational factor by the orbital series of any represen-
tative D of [C] This follows immediately from the relations (11). FEspecially,
the proof of modularity can be done by checking this property for only one rep-
resentative ®p ().

Convention 3.8 . At the end of this section we explain the use of integral
Sign f in orbital series as presented in the abstract and introduction. Classical
integrals are understood as functionals. Setting

/éh :=h(C)

is only a converse style of writing (until now), in order to present orbital series
in a more familiar manner with a glance to Fourier series.

Notation 3.9 . The orbital signature hight will be denoted by hg instead of h.
Applied to an orbital curve we identify

ho(€) = (€)= | ho

C

The notation indicates that we constructed the constant term of modular orbital
series. The next section prepares the construction of higher terms.

4 Orbital intersection products
We will now introduce a bilinear symmetric rational intersection product
DivX x DivX — Q

for orbital divisors on orbital surfaces X. Via linear extension it_suffices to
explain (C - D) for each pair C, D of orbital curves on X. Let 7 : X — X be
S ~
a singularity resolution with exceptional divisor E = E(r) = > E; on X. The
i=1
intersection matrix of the irreducible components is negative definite, see [Mul].
We say that two Q-divisors

A, Be€ DivgX :=Q® Div X



are orthogonal, iff its intersection product (A4, B) ¢ on X is equal to 0. In this
case we write ALB. For an arbitrary (irreducible) curve C' on X we define

W#(é) = é + Z)\ZE'“

i=1
by the orthogonality conditions
7 (C)LEs,. .., Eq

and with proper preimage C' of C on X and uniquely determined rational coef-
ficients A; by these conditions. By Q-linear extension we get a Q-linear map.

a DinX =0Q® DivX — DinX

from Weil to Cartier Q-divisors. The rational intersection product of two curves
C, D on X is defined as

(€ D)= (C-D)g 1= (x#(C) - 7#(D)).

Fulton proved in [Fu], 8.3.11, that this intersection product does not depend on
the choice of the singularity resolution m. Mumford used in [Mu] the minimal
singularity resolution. This works for arbitrary normal compact complex alge-
braic surfaces X. By obvious extension we dispose on a Q-bilinear symmetric
intersection map

(.- )¢ : DivgX x DivgX — Q.

Ife: X' — X is a birational morphism of normal surfaces with exceptional
S

divisor F = E(¢) = > F; on X' we can now extend the above considerations

i=1
in order to define

eH(0)=C'+ > NE;,
=1

by the orthogonality conditions
©*(C) L Ey, ... E,.

Thereby C” is the proper transform of the curve C. Ivinskis proved in [Iv] that
the linear extension to ¢# : Divg X — Divg X' behaves functorially, that
means

(po)* =¥ o p*

for any birational morphism v from another normal surface onto X’. Applied
to singularity resolutions v we get the compatibility of o# with the rational
intersection products:

((p#Dl . QD#DQ)X/ = (Dl . DQ)X , D; € Div@ X, 1=1,2.

10



Example 4.1 . A neat orbital surface is an orbital surface with only elliptic
singularities, and without basic orbital curves. The exceptional locus E(u) of
the minimal resolution p : Y — Y of singularities is a disjoint sum T =
T1 4 ... + Ty, of elliptic curves. For a curve D with proper transform D' on'Y’
one finds

(D' -Ty)

12)  u*D) =D — %n =y T = D' + D>

because this rational divisor is orthogonal to Ty, ..., Ty. Since ,u#D is orthogonal
to T, ..., Ty, the intersection product with p#(C ) for a curve ConY is

(C-D) = (WFC-u#D)=((C'+C%)- (D' +D%)) = (C'- (D' + D))
_ DY+ Dp=) = (D) - Té%g?’ - Th)
_ @)D Th)
(T3) '
Especially, we obtain
(C-C)=(C"-CY—k2)s1 — .. — k2 /51,

with
ki = ]{il(C) = #CﬂTi = (Cl . Ti), S; — (Tiz).
These formulas are valid on the minimal resolution Y’ of singularities of any

Picard modular surface Y = M with neat B-lattice I' and singularity resolving
compactification diwisor T =Ty + ... + Tp.

Now we come back to the orbital surfaces X. Take two orbital curves C, D on

it and set
1

eld»)

(C-D)=(C -D)x (C-D)g.

We extend also this orbital intersection product to the symmetric bilinear orbital
intersection map
(.- )g:DivX xDivX — Q.

We need some functorial properties. Let p : Y — X be a finite covering
of degree degp = [V : X] of normal surfaces, C;, Cy two (irreducible) curves on
X and p*Cy, p*Cs their inverse images on Y. Then the degree formula

(13) (6"Cr-p"Co) = [V = X]- (C1 - C)

is valid. The proof can be found in LIV], p- 38. The formula extends bilinearly
to any pair of (Weil) Q-divisors on X. We remember that

(14) ﬁ*é = Z viD; = ZUiDia
D;—C '

11



where v; is the ramification index of p at the irreducible component D; of ﬁ*é .
It holds that

(15) [? : X] = dl’Ul + d2U2 + . + dhvh, dz = [Dz : C]
As a corollary one gets the projection formula
(4D - C") = (D -§"C"),

for curves €' = f(f)), C = f(D") on X and D, D’ on Y. Thereby the direct
image is defined by

(16) pyD = [D: f(D)f(D)=[D:C]-C.

The projection formula is well-known for divisors on smooth surfaces. For the
sake of completeness we prove it for Galois coverings p: ¥ — X = Y/ G, G=
Gal(Y/X). Then we have v = v; in (14), d = d; in (15), hence [Y : X]| = vdh.
From the degree formula (13) we get

[V : X)(C-C") = (p*C-p*C") = v(Dy -p*C") + ...+ 0(Dy, -p*C") = vh(D-p*C").
We used the G-invariance of p*C", {ﬁl, i = 1,...,h} and of the intersection
product on Y. On the other hand the Definition (16) of direct images yields

¥ X)(C- ) = "D ppD - &),

Now the projection formula follows by comparision.

O

Now we define for orbital finite surface coverings p : Y — X the orbital
preimage R R R
1371(0) =Dy + ...+ Dy.
of orbital curves on X with the notations of (14).
If p is a Galois covering, then v; = v(p) =: v, i = 1,..., hin (14). Uniformizing
p , which is possible by definition of finite orbital coverings, we see that vg =
v - vp. Therefore the identity

h

Y Di=Cp1C

vp Up

v

(@)

pC =

holds in all Galois cases. We give the following orbital version of the projection
formula

Proposition 4.2 . For the ﬁnite orbital covering p : Y —X supporting the
orbital curve covering D — C it holds that

(17) D-p1C)=[D:C|C-T.

for each orbital curve ¢ on X.



Proof. If p is supported by a Galois covering p, then

A~ 1A 1 ~ ar1 A 1 r Ve 1 A
(D-p~'C) = (D-p~'C) = (D-—Ep~tc)
vﬁvﬁ/ Uﬁvc/ Uf)’
1 A N D . .
- VU D ﬁ*C/) - [’UAUAC] (C C/)
DYC/ DYC’
D: A A
_l C](c ¢Hh=[D:¢| e &)
Ucvc,

Now let p be an arbitrary finite orbital covering. We take uniformizations

ﬁ:Z—>YLX7 E—D—C
For i and q we are in the Galois situation. Therefore

(BE-a1C)=[k:C|C. T,
(E-g7'(p7'C)) =[E:D|(D-p'C).

The left-hand sides coincide and

Now (17) follows immediately.
O

Let us write p# for the linear extension of p~' from orbital curves to the
orbital divisor groups. We dispose on linear homomorphisms

p*: DivX — DivY, Py : DivY — DivX

with nice functorial behaviour. Namely, for A € DivX and D € DivY the
relations (17) extend bilinearly to the

Orbital Projection Formula:
(18) (b4D - A)x = (D-p*A)y.

Theorem 4.3 . Let X be an orbital surface. Each orbital divisor A on it
defines an orbital functional ha on the relative category OrSfy of all orbital
surfaces Y covering X. It extends linearly the basic correspondence

D — ha(D) := (D-p*A)g
for orbital curves D C Y along orbital finite surface coverings p: ¥ — X.

O

13



5 Arithmetic orbital divisors

Let K be a fixed imaginary quadratic number field with ring of integers O = Ok .
A Picard lattice (over O) is a hermitian O-lattice A with a hermitian form
< ., . > AxA — O of signature (2,1). A Picard modular group corresponding
to A is a subgroup I' of AutV commensurable with the automorphism group
I'y :=T1(A) of A, called the full Picard modular group of A. The lattice defines
the the hermitian K- or C-vector spaces V' := Q®A or Vg := R®V, respectively,
isomorphic to K? respectively C? (forgetting the hermitian structure). Through
the paper we will use the notations

A7 ={AeA; < AMA>< 0} AT :={AeA; <A A>>00,
A = {NeA; <A\ A>=0)
Ve ={veV;<vv><0}, VI i={veV; <v,v>>0},
VY ={veV; <vu>=0})
Vi ={v € Vi; <v,u><0}, V5 :={veE Vg <v,v>>0},
VY = {v e Vg; <v,v>=0};

The corresponding elements are called negative, positive, or isotrope, respec-
tively. Projectivising we get embeddings

B =PV, C Plk =P? 0B =PIy C P2

The elements of
OxB =P*(K)NoB

are called (K-)rational boundary points of B.

B is isomorphic to the standard complex unit ball {(21,22) € C?; |21]? +
|22]2 < 1}. The elements of the Picard modular group I' C U(Vg) = U((2,1),C)
act on B by fractional linear transformations via embedding

PT' € PGI(Vg) = PGl5(C).

This action is properly discontineous. The Picard modular groups I' are arith-
methmetic ball lattices. The quotient surface Xr := I'\B and its Baily-Borel
compactifications Xr is called the Picard modular surface of I'. The compact-
ification locus consists of finitely many normal points coming from rational
boundary points, precisely:

XI‘ = Xr U F\@KIB%

Endowed with the compactified branch divisor of the infinite locally finite cov-
ering pr : B — Xp we get the orbital Picard surfaces Xr and Xr. Each
sublattice IV of I" induces an orbital finite covermg X — Xp. If T is a neat
sublattice of I', then we write Xp/ instead of Xp/ because pr/ is a universal
covering, which has no ramification. If, moreover, IV is a normal subgroup of T,
then X1 — Xr is a finite uniformization with Galois group G =T /T".
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Let L be a line in P? defined over K (K-line). A K-disc D on B is a non-void
intersection of B with a K-line. The group Np(D) of all elements of I' acting
on D is an arithmetic D-lattice. Conversely, each linear subdisc D of B, for
which Np(D) is a D-lattice, must be a K-disc. An arithmetic curve on Xr is

—

the closure T'\D of a quotient curve I'\D C X1, D a K- disc. The corresponding

orbital arithmetic curve is denoted by IT\E) The notations are justified by the
following

Proposition 5.1 . Each arithmetic curve C= F/\ﬁ on Xt has aﬂ)—uniformi—
zation realized by a surface Xr/ with a suitable neat normal sublattice IV of T'.
Therefore arithmetic curves are orbital in the global sense.

This has been proved in [Hol], Prop. 4.4.12. Namely, we constructed there
D-neat ball lattices IV by means of principal congruence subgroups. The curve

D= lﬁ\ﬁ) satisfies the conditions 2.3 by definitions.
O

The ball B has a hermitian metric with negative constant holomorphic sec-
tional curvature (hyperbolic, Bergman metric). For the explicit construction we
refer to [BHH]. The above subdiscs are geodesics. These structures go down to
Xr and T'\D, if T" is neat and the curve smooth. In general we have to move some
curves and points (branch locus, degeneration locus) from Xt to preserve this
nice metric together with the geodesic property of the embedded quotient curve.
We say that Xt has a quasi-hyperbolic structure and I'\D is quasi-geodesic, in
general. There exists a finite covering with complete hyperbolic structure and
complete geodesic covering of I'\D.

The orbital curves have moduli but the arithmetic curves are rigid by the
arithmetic nature of definition: you cannot move K-discs on B without leaving
this set.

Definition 5.2 . The group of orbital arithmetic divisors Div® Xr is the free
abelian subgroup of Div Xr generated by all orbital arithmetic curves on Xr.

Theorem 5.3 . Let h be the signatur functional of the divisor functor on OrSf
and C = T\D the orbital arithmetic curve on Xr of the K- disc D C B. The sig-

nature hight ofé is the half of the Fuler-Poincar volume of of a I'p-fundamental
domain on D:

(i) hr(C) = volpp(I'p) < 0;

(ii) The orbital signature hight is
h()(C) = ﬁ’UOIEP(FD) < 0.

Proof. From the first formula the second follows by definition of the orbital
signature. For the first we dispose on a Proportionality Theoerem characterizing
orbital ball quotients and orbital disc quotients C on them, see [Hol], ch. IV,
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Theorem 4.9.2. In this monograph we introduced also orbital Euler heights h,
for orbital curves denoted by ef there. Then the (Prop 1)-part of the theorem

says in our terms that h.(C) = 2h,(C) < 0. Moreover, we know from [Hol],

Prop. 4.7.4, that he(C) = UOlEp(F]D)) < 0.
O

Now we restrict our orbital divisor functor to the subcategory OrSf(A) of
orbital Picard surfaces of a fixed Picard-lattice A. In this category we do not al-
low other morphisms than finite orbital coverings p : X — Xr corresponding
to Picard modular groups IV C T' of A. The main purpose for the restriction to
OrSf(A) is to get more orbital functionals h defined only there, not extendable
to OrSf. We will call them arithmetic orbital functionals.

6 Orbital Heegner series

Let D = BN L be the K-disc with K-line L on P2, Each K-line is the projec-
tivization L, := Pa’, a' the (indefinite) orthogonal complementary subspace
of Ca in Vi, where a belongs to VT, see section 5. All elements of the K-line
Ka define the same K-line L, and the same K-discID = D, = BN L,. So we
can and will assume that a € A*. We fix A and set for positive integers N

AN = {xeA; <A A>=N}
D) = (Dy; a e AN}

Definition 6.1 . The N-th orbital Heegner divisor on Xp, 1s the orbitalized
reduced Weil divisor

(19) Hy(T) =Hn(AT) = > T\D
DIN)3SD mod T’

For neat lattices IV it is the same to write

(20) Hy(@)=Hn()= Y T\D,
AN)Sa mod IV

because y(a) =c-a, v €T, ¢ € C, implies ¢ = 1. Namely, ¢ must be a unit root
in this case. But a non-trivial unit root cannot be an eigenvalue of an element
of ' by the definition of neat groups. Therefore a and b are '-equivalent iff D,
and Dy are.

For each sublattice IV of " and the corresponding finite covering p : XIC — Xr
it holds that

(21) Hn(I") = p#Hn(T)

because p# is the linear extension of p~*.
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Theorem 6.2 . The orbital intersection functionals
hyr:DivXr — Q, A / hy = (A -Hn(D))
A

form an orbital functional h = [h on OrSf(A).

Proof. As in the proof of Theorem 4.3 we use the Orbital Projection Formula
(18) in order to check the py-compatibility for finite coverings p as above. With
(21) one really gets

(p#D-Hn(I) = (D p"Hn(I)) = (D - Hn(I))
for each D € Div Xp.
O

The orbital functional h of Theorem 6.2 with the characteristic property
(22) hn(D) = [D: €] - hn(C).
for orbital curve coverings D — C is called the orbital Heegner functional on
OrSf(A) 5

Together with the orbital signature functional hg we dispose now on a well-

defined sequence H of orbital Heegner functionals hy, N = 0,1,2,3, ... on each
category OrSf(A) of orbital Picard surfaces.

Remark 6.3 . Observe that the N-th orbital Heegner divisors and functionals
for N > 0 depend on the norm sets of K-discs on B. These norm sets have
been choosen by means of hermitian lattice A we started with in section 5. So
we should write more precisely BN’A instead of hy only. But we will fix K and
A and keep it in mind in order to simplify the notations.

Definition 6.4 . We call
Hg) = H'(0) = Y Bixe” = ho(4) + 3 ¢ [y
N=0 N=1
the orbital Heegner series of the Picard lattice A. The series

Heega(@) =ba(A) + 3 " [y
N=1 A

1s called the orbital Heegner series of the orbital divisor A € Div Xr.

The orbital degree formula (11) for sequences of orbital functionals specia-
lizes to
(23) Heegp(q) = [D : C] - Heege(q)

with the notations of (22).

Substituting ¢ = ¢?™7, we ask for orbital divisorsA producing holomorphic
functions ® (7) = Heega (e*™'7) on the upper half plane H and their properties.
We need the most familiar cases of hermitian lattices described in the following
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Definitions 6.5 . The norm n(A) of an hermitian lattice A over Ok is the
additive subgroup of 7. generated by all elements < A, A >, A € A. A maximal
lattice is mazimal in the set of O- sublattices of V.= K ® A with the same norm.
A Z-maximal lattice is a mazimal O- lattice A with norm n(A) = Z. We say
that A belongs to a unimodular class iff A is commensurable with a unimodular
hermitian O i -lattice.

The discriminant of the quadratic extension K /Q is denoted by D /q. It defines

the Dirichlet character yx := (M) on Z. The modular group Sl3(Z) is
denoted by G. For 0 # m € N we dispose on congruence subgroups

Go(m) :=={(2%) € G; ¢=0mod m}

The vector space of Go(m)-modular forms on H of wight & and Nebentypus
Xk is denoted by My (m, xk). It consists of all holomorphic functions f(7)
satisfying the functional equations

ar +b
ct+d

(24) I ) = (e7 +d)*xx ()" f(7)

for all elements (2%) € Go(m).

Main Theorem 6.6 . Let A be a Z-mazximal Picard lattice over Ok in a
unimodular class, OrSf(A) the corresponding orbital category of Picard surfaces
Xp and A € Div®” Xp . Then the orbital Heegner series ®a (1) belongs to
M3(Dg g, xx) and has Q-rational coefficients;

Proof. The bilinearity of orbital intersection products yields ®a,a,(7) =
D, (7) + Pa,(7) for Ay, Ay € Div®™ Xp. Therefore it suffices to check that
@4 (1) is a modular form of the announced type for all arithmetic curves C
on X. Because of the direct image compatibility (23) along orbital coverings

X — Xp the problem is reduced to arithmetic orbital curves D=D= F//\T) -
X = Xy for neat congruence subgroups IV of I';. It suffices even to prove the
modular property for only one neat Picard modular group IV because all Picard
modular groups of A are commensurable with each other, and a neat one exists.
This will be done in section 8 restricting to neat natural congruence subgroups.
Originally, this proof is due to Cogdell [Cog0], [Cogl]. We give only a simplified
outline of it.

7 Leading example

We want to illustrate the use of our geometric method to get an explicit mo-
dular Heegner series. Comparision with the analytic method yields interesting
formulas for elementary arithmetic functions sitting in the Fourier coefficients.

Let © = Z[i] be the ring of GauB} integers with discriminant § = 2i and A’ =
©3 the unimodular hermitian lattice with metric represented by the diagonal
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matrix (83 01) With T := Dy (A') = SU((2,1),9) = P(Aut A') we define
the congruence subgroup I' = I'{(1 + i) with respect to the O-ideal (1 + i).
Unfortunately, A’ is not Z-maximal, but has the Z-maximal extension

(1—1)/2
)+D< 0 )
(1+i)/2

e

0
(25) A=9 (—<1+i>/2) ) (
(1-1)/2

with scew diagonal Gram matrix

-1 0—4
(26) (8 (1)60>:( 102>.
570 o0 00

corresponding to the Witt basis presented in (25). So I' belongs to the com-
mensurability class of I'1(A), and our theory is applicable to this ball lattice.
Consider the three norm-1 vectors

(1+i)/2
w=(1)ee=(]).u=(53) en
1 0
The images of the corresponding discs D.,, D.,, Dy, are denoted by Cy, Ci,
Ly, respectively. In [HV] we proved that the complex projective plane is the
Baily-Borel compactification of I'\B. Moreover, there are precisely three cusp

points Ky, K3, K3. The (compactified) branch divisor of pr is supported by the
quadric Cy and three tangents Cy, Cs, Cs as drawn in the following picture:

-0 O

The factor group I'\I'; (D3) is isomorphic to the symmetric group Ss. It acts in
geometrically obvious manner effectively on P? and on the configuration (27).
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The branch weights vg  of the orbital curves C17 1 =0,1,2,3, are equal to
4. The seven irreducible curves of the configuration are all disc quotients with
norm 1. Using the geometric formulas for signature heights in [Hol], originally
in [HPV], we calculated

1 1
ho(Co) = h:(Co) = Z[(C(If) +0+0] = —3 ho(Co) = —
Moreover, the first orbital Heegner divisor is
H;=Co+C+Co+C3+L1+L2+1Ls

on the orbitalized projective plane P? = I'\B. Since the orbital intersection
product on P? is supported by the usual intersection product for curves on the
plane it is not difficult to calculate

. N 1, - 1 1 1 1
h1(C0)=(C0'H1)=Z(CO'H1)=Z(1+§+§+§+2+2+2) =

So we know the first two coefficients of the Heegner series

1 17
Heegéo(q) =-3 + ?q + ..

From Koblitz’ monograph [Kob], IV.1 Prop. 4, we pick out the following

Proposition 7.1 . Let x = xx be the Dirichlet character of the Gauf§ number
field K = Q(i) with discriminant Dy, = 4. The ring of Go(4)-modular forms
of Nebentypus x is generated by ¥ with Jacobi theta series

:E:q"2 :1—}—22(]”2

ne”Z n>0

and the Hecke theta series
0 = Z o(u)g“ =q- Hlfq 4H1+2q
0<wu odd m=1 n=1

where o(m) denotes the sum of natural divisors of m € N.
Notice that

ok = Z ar(N)g" for positive integers k,
NeN

where ay(N) is the number of Z-solutions of the quadratic equation
3+ 23+ ... + 22 = N, see [BF], VIIL1.
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Corollary 7.2 . The space M3(4,x) of Go(4)-modular forms of weight 3 and
Nebentypus x coincides with the two-dimensional complex vector space generated
by the series

oo

90 = Z as(N)g"™
N=0
=14 12¢ + 60¢> + 160¢> + 252¢* + 312¢° + .....,
(28) 920 = q+4q* + 8¢ +16¢* +26¢° + ...
o N
= Z < Z o(u)@(N’u)) q~
N=0 \l1=wodd

It follows that each series > hyq” € M3(4,x) is completely determined by the
first two Fourier coefficients hg and hi, namely

Z thN = h0196 + (hl - 12h0)1929

N=0
0o N
= (hoaﬁ(N) + (h1 — 12ho) Z o(u)az(N — U)) g~
N=0 1=u odd
With hg = —%, hy = —1—27 we get our Heegner series explicitly with elementary

arithmetic Fourier coefficients:

e s - N
(29) Heege (q) = Z _T+1O Z o(u)ag(N —u) | q

N=0 1=wodd

Cogdell (unpublished) determined also at the end of his thesis [Cog0] the
Heegner series for ¢y and neat principal congruence subgroups I'y1 (M), M > 2.
He filled stepwise the explicit Gauf lattice data in his analytic proof of the main
theorem for neat congruence subgroups of ideals. The reader is invited to do
this in the outline of proof given in the next section. Up to a natural scaling
factor depending on M he received

oo

9] N
Cogd,, = Z(N - 1—12)a2(N)qN +2 Z (Z o(m)az(N — m)) gV
N=1

N=0 m=1

1 17 65 , 5 257 , 442 .
= —— 4+ — — 4 — —qg° + ...
12+3q+3q+0q+3q+3q+

We get the normalizing constant term —é by multiplying Cogdell’s series with
%. Then we get another presentation of our Heegner series, namely,

0 3N 1 oo N N
Heege, (q) = Z (7 — g)CLQ(N) +3 Z Z o(m)az(N —m) | ¢

N=0
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Comparing Fourier coefficients of both presentations of the Heegner series we
obtain as amusing byproduct an elementary formula for the number of Z-points
on the boundary of the real six-dimensional ball with radius v N, namely

N
ag(N) = (1= 12N)az(N) + Y _ (805(m) — 24)o(m)az(N — m)

with the parity symbol

5(m) = 0, m even
1, modd

We also checked the formula by a computer for 0 < N < 100. The author did
not know these relations before. Can one prove them in elementary manner ?

Remark 7.3 . The geometric way is simply applicable to any arithmetic geode-
sic C on the orbital Picard plane P2. One has only to calculate the orbital
signature ho(C) and the orbital intersection hy (C) = (C-Hy) to get the attached
Heegner series Heegg(q) via Corollary 7.2. The problem is to recognize more
arithmetic curves. Until now we only know the seven modular curves on P2
drawn in Picture (27). The knowledge of the Heegner series of only one of them
yields a counting procedure for all, because each of them has a degree contribution
in some Fourier coefficients. Our geometric method is also applicable to other
orbital Picard surfaces, especially to the well-classified ones, in hopefully effective
manner.

8 The Theta functions in the background

The Main Theorem is an immediate consequence of the following

Decomposition Theorem 8.1 . The Heegner series (1) has the following
additive decompositions

(30) (1) = L (1) + 0F(7),
(31) Qllg]] 3 ®L"(r) = ®5(7) — D1 (7),
(32) Qllg)] 3 2F (1) = () + BF(7),

with relation

(33) PI°(1) = B°(7), hence ®x(1) = 3(7) + ©3°(7).
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and qualities:

(34) Qllall > @1(7) = BF(r) € My (D s ),
(35) Cllg] + }cnqn S @3(7) € MET (D, k),
(36) Cllgl + écuqn 5 O (r) € M” ! (Dye g, Xxc).

The latter two series define analytic functions with complex values in the two
real variables x = R(7), y = () by absolute convergence on H : y > 0. The
upper index """l emphasizes that the functions are not holomorphic; but the
transformation laws are the same as in (24) for the wight k = 3.

The proof is a 76-year marathon through the theories of Theta and Zeta
functions. The main splitting (30) has been well- prepared in Example 4.1. For
orbital curves ', D on X with proper transforms C’, D’ on X’ we proved the
relation

(C-D)=(C"-D')+(C>*-D"),
changing the roles of C and D with
Ti,...Th L D'+ D™ = 7% D € DivgX'.

We extend it to the Heegner divisors Hy = Hy(Xt), N € N, defined in (19)
with proper transforms Hj; on X’ and the decompositions

Ty,...Th L Hy + H® = 7% D € DivgX'.

The N-th coefficient of the Heegner series ®(q) splits into
(C-Hy) = (C"- Hy) + (C™ - Hy).
It defines our splitting (30)
Oalq) = 25" () + 2 (9)
setting
. (oo}
oL (q) C)+ Y (¢ Hy)g" € Qllq]l,
N=1

=Y (C™-Hy)¢" € qQ[lq]]
N=1

Now we split the latter series in its single cusp contributions. We let k1, ..., kp
be a complete set of representatives mod I" of the K-rational boundary set 0x B,
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also called I'-cusps. Writing k mod I indicates that x runs through such a (fixed
but arbitrarily choosen) set of representatives. With

= > )\TfZ)\T

rkrmodT
and
(37) = > (T Hy)g
N=1
we get

> A®%(q)

kmodT
The coefficients have been already calculated in (12), namely
(c-T, c-

_ D Cn) o
My Ty v

Lemma 8.2 (Cogdell [Co], Lemma 2.4 (ii)). With the above notations it holds
that

C'-T,)
38 —(T?)=M - |Dgjg|,h Aﬁzi( K
( ) (n) | K/Q| ence M|DK/Q|
and

1
39 X (q) = —F—— C'-T,)®"(q).
(39) 5O = 3 D] 2 (O T @)

This series is closely related with the holomorphic function on H of theta type

(40) 9/-;(7_) — Z e27r<A7A>‘r.

A€As

We have to explain A5. Cogdell proved in [Cog0] the existence of a Witt de-
composition of (the Z-maximal Picard lattices) A with respect to k. This is
an orthogonal decomposition of A into an indefinite sublattice of rank 2 and a
positive definite one together with a k- Witt basis W1, Wo, W3 of V satisfying
KW, =K

(41) A= (a7'Wy @ aWs) Qaa ' Wy,

W1, Wy isotropic, Wy positive and a the ideal defined by a ='W, = K - W; N A.
By suitable choice of W7 we can and will assume that a is an O g-ideal. Now
take the positive summand of this decomposition to define
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(42) Ay = aa Wy,
0" (1) does not depend on the choice of the xk-Witt basis.
Transformation Law 8.3 (Hecke [Hel]). 6(7) € M1(Dg g, xk)-

The transformation law and some others below are related with congruence
Zeta functions. These connections will be outlined below. By careful counting
of intersection points Cogdell found

(43) (T - Hy) = N - M? - |Dgjg| - #A5"
in [Cog2] (Lemma 6.2) with
AN = AN AN AN =X e A < A A >= N

Comparing coefficients of ®"(7), see (37), with those of the derivative of 6*(7)

the relations (43) yield
e

From Shimura’s paper [Sh2] based on ideas of Maafl [Ma] we pick out the dif-

ferential operator 0y := ﬁ(ﬁ + %) in two variables and also the

Transformation Law 8.4 . 0,0%(1) € M5 " (D g, Xk ).

O
Moreover, we obtain the
Decomposition 8.5 . ¢°(7) = ®5°(7) + ®7°(7),
which is (32) with
(44) () =M Y (C"-TF)di6%(7),
rkmodT
M
45 PX(7) 1= —— C' - T)9"
(45) 1 (7) 4”%7%:@( )0"(7)
This follows immediately by applying % = 2midy — ﬁ to (39).
O
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We proved (32) in the Decomposition Theorem 8.1 together with the qualities
(34) and (36) there. Now we come to the more complicated ”finite part” @g "(q)
of (30).

For C =T\D,D =D, C B, c € A*, V; := K¢, V = Vi @ Vp, Cogdell
introduced in [Cog2] the hermitian sublattices

Ay := V1N A (positive definit) , Ag := Vp N A (indefinit),
and
A, = A1 @AO

of A. With the dual lattices in V{, V4, V, respectively, indicated by the upper
index #, we get the cofinite tower

(46) Al@Al:A,QAQA#gAI#:AfQ;Af

of hermitian lattices in V. The arithmetic group I'p coincides with the isotropy
group I'¢ because neat lattices dosn’t contain any element with non-trivial unit
roots as eigenvector. It acts on the lattices of the tower (46) and on the orthog-
onal summands appearing there, hence on the finite residue class groups. The
inertia subgroup of Ag is defined as

(47) F]%) = {'Y € I'p; 'Y|A§#/A0 = idAgt/Ao}

with obvious notations. Now we are able to define for Ay € AO# and A; € Af
the following series of congruence theta type

(48) Oo(7; Ag) = Z 2mi<Yo Yo>1
ViF3Yo=A0(Ao)
Yo mod ')
(49) 91(7-;141) = Z eQTI’i<Y1,Y1>T.

ViSYi=A; (A1)

It is clear that the running vectors Yy, Y7 belong to A# *or Afﬁ, respectively.
A longer counting procedure due to Cogdell summerizing suitable products of
fp- and 6;-functions yields the

Decomposition 8.6 ([Co 0],[Co 1], Prop. 5.1).

1

(I)ézn(,r) — Z (5(Z0)hg(é) + m

ASZ mod A’

Oo(T; Z0)01 (T3 Z1)

with decompositions Z = Zy+ Z1, Zy € A#, Z1 € A#, signature hight h, and
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5(Ao) :_{1, if Ao € Ao

0, else

Hecke proved in [Hel] that the 6;-series are holomorphic on H satisfying the
following

Transformation Law 8.7 .
01(1 +n; Ay) = 2™ <AV g (1 A 0 € Z;

91(_1’ Al) _ —iT eQTFiTTK/Q<A17Y>61 (T, Y)
- § :
[A?& A4 YeA¥ mod Ay

For isotropic lattices Ag Cogdell [Cog2] added to the Hy-series two residue
summands in order to get similar transformation laws. He introduced

1
(50) Eo(1; Ag) := —ResoZo(s; Ao) — ;Resl/gzo(s; Ap) + 6o(7; Ag),

The Zeta function Z(s; A) and the reason for the modularisation effect 8.8
below will be explained and presented in the next section 9. Cogdell [Cog2], p.
128, calculated also the explicit values of the residues, namely

— 0
(51) —ReSOZ()(S; AQ) = 5U(A0) = 5(A0)hJ(F\DD)7
v (A
(52) —Resy 5 20(s; Ao) = 4(7r 0)
with

v (Ag) = v (Ao) = Y. V(Ao

Ok (D)>x mod Ty
and

V'{(Ao): 1, if ke KAy + Ag
0, else.

For anisotropic lattices Ay the role of Z; are played by other Zeta functions,
see the next section 9. Both cases come together setting

1v>°(A
20 1 (s o)

(53) Eo(15 Ao) = o (A0) + Y

with % := 0 in the anisotropic case.
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Transformation Law 8.8 ([Co 0], Prop. 5.2).

Eo(T 4+ n; Ag) = e¥™<AvAe>n  po(re Ag), n € Z;
1 2 :
Eo(ff; AO) _ T Z 627r1T7"K/Q<An,Y>EO(7_; Y)

’ \/ [A# 2 Ao Y €AY mod Ao

A composition of #; and Ej is the following non- holomorphic but real ana-
lytic function

1

(54) g(r; A) = [y :T9]

- Eo(7; Ag) - 01(T3 A1),

with )
AN#* 3 A= Ao+ Ay, Age Af, A e AT,

The transformation laws 8.7 and 8.8 imply immediately the

Transformation Law 8.9 .
g(T 4 n; A) = 2M<AASR (1 A) n € 7

9(—;;14)

e27riTTK/Q<A7Y>g(T; Y).

o —iT3 Z
v [A/# : Al] Y EN'# mod A/

Now it is time to define

(55) By(7) = Dey(r) == Y g(1:2)

) ASZ mod N/
with
Transformation Law 8.10 (/Co/, Th. 5.1). ®3(r) € M3 " (Dy /g, xx)

coming from 8.9.

After substitution of (50) with explicit residues (51) and (52) into the g(7)-
terms of ®3(7) and some counts a comparision with the 6y, 6; product sum in
8.6 yields

Decomposition 8.11 . ®3(7) = @féi"(T) + ®1(7)

with the holomorphic function

Mv>(Z
(56) Oy(r) =Dpy (1) = Y. 7”4; ( 0)01(T;Z1)
: oy
ADZ mod A’

and Z = Zy+ Z1 explained in Lemma 9.12 below. For details of the calculations
we refer again to [Cog2], p. 130.

Now the decompositions and the transformation laws in the Decomposition
Theorem 8.1 have all been recognized. It remains to verify the relation (33).
Comparing N-th Fourier coefficients one gets after count comparisions the fol-
lowing relations between the 6%’s and the 60 ’s:
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Lemma 8.12 . For D =D, let k € OxD be a I'p-cusp. With
Ao :==ANk AL :=ANKe, A=A DAy
and decompositions Z = Zy + Z1 in A# @Aql‘iﬁ it holds that

0°(r) = > u(2)0i(7; %),

A>Z mod A/

1, else.

u”(Z)z{O’ if (Zo+Ao) N Kk =0

Summation over the cusps modulo T yields

SC Ty = > ve(Zo)bi(r; Z1),

K modT ASZ mod A’

which proves (33) using the definitions (45) and (56) of ®5°(7) or ®1(7), respec-
tively.

9 From Zeta functional equations
to Theta transformation laws

A) The cusp functions

Hecke introduced in Hecke [He2] congruence Zeta functions for quadratic number
fields. We restrict our attention to a fixed arbitrary imaginary quadratic number
field K = Q(6) with with discriminant D = Dy g < 0 and inverse § = v/D of
the different. Let 0 #£ a C Ok be an ideal and p € a.

67) (@ =ClpavD) = Y o
0£pu=p(av/D)

These series extend to meromorphic functions on C with at most one pole.

There are at most two possible (simple) poles at s = 0, 1. The congruence Zeta
o0

functions belong to a class of Dirichlet L-series L(s) = “= with functional
n=1

equations reflecting s — 1 — s. We refer to [BF], ch. 7 3, for a fast informa-

tion. Setting R(s) := (£F)*T(s)((s) for a suitable A\ € R, the corresponding

functional equations have the simple form

Functional Equation 9.1 .

R(s) = +R(1 — s).
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There is a ring isomorphism to a class of theta-type functions on H with special
transformation law corresponding

oo
an

oo
27i
— — (1) = Zane T
n=0

ns
n=1

with ap = £ Res; L(s). Mellin’s inversion formula

1 [® T(o+it)
- % e ZU+it

-7

dt, s = o+ it,

applied to ¢(t) yields the following analytic relation between ¢(7) and L(s):

R;j) dt, o> 0.

(i) =ao+ o [
) = ag + —
Py 0T o .

On this way the functional equation (9.1) leads to the transformation law

o (-1) =Dt

for (7). It is also well-known that, conversely, the transformation law implies
the functional equation.
The theta series corresponding to the congruence Zeta functions (57) are

irpaD)= Y @A
p=p(av'D)

as pointed out by Hecke in [He2] around formula (56) there. Hecke proved first
the theta transformation law in his earlier paper [Hel].

We are most interested on the case p = 0 in (57), that means on the ideal
zeta functions

1
(58) ((s) = ((s30,VD) = T
. 7&2 5 NN (@)

corresponding to ideal theta functions

In this case one has A = [§| = ‘\/5

formula (68).
A littlebit more generally, Hecke introduced in his earlier article [Hel] the
following zeta functions.

in the functional equation, see [He2], around
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Definition 9.2 ([He/, 1926). The congruence theta function of the integral
ideal b in K, p € b and Q € N is the holomorphic function on H defined by

N
ﬁ(T;p,b,Q\/ﬁ = Z QQTUTN((S{:)Q77- c H.
n=p(bsQ)

satisfying the following transformation law:
Proposition ([He], Satz 7). For v = (24) € Sl(Z),c = 0modD, the
following transformation law holds

9175 p, b, QVD) = Y (8)e*™ N3 971 ap, b, QVD).

Restricting to p = 0 we set
I(r;6,Q) = I(r;0, b,Q\/E) = Z eZﬂiT%
HELIQ)
and obtain the modular
Transformation Law 9.3 . d(y7;b,Q) = xx (0)9(7; b, Q).
It is clear that ¥(7;b,Q) depends only on the ideal class of b. Therefore the

definition extends correctly to all fractional ideals b.

Proof of the transformation law 8.3. We have only to verify that the theta
functions (40) at cusps k are of the above Hecke type. We used a Witt decom-
position (41) of the hermitian O-lattice A with positive orthogonal component
Ay = A = aa W, With Q =< Wy, Wy > € N, (without loss of generality)
and b :=aa" 19! we get

9;{(7_) — 2 627T<A,A>7' _ 2 e‘27rN(1/)<W2,W2>‘r

Aehs vEaa—1
N () N ()
— E 2T NG — E 2T N85 Q
pEaa—16Q HEDBIQ
=9(7;6,Q)

because N (b) = 1.

B) The Zeta and Theta functions of modular curves

Let C' = D c Xr = "B be a modular curve. We have D = Dy, =
PW(R) for suitable W = W, € AT uniquely determined by D up to K*-
multiplication. We set Ag = Ag(D) := AN W and let A;; be a maximal
O-sublattice of W with < Y,Y >€ Z for all Y € Ay (signature (1,1)). C is
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a modular curve iff C* # (), that means W+~ and also Ay are isotropic. In the
opposite case C' = C one calls C' a Shimura curve on Xp.

There is a well-known transfer from ©-lattices of rank 2 to Z-lattices in
Mat2(Q) and their orders. For details we refer to Shimura’s paper [Sh1], where
it is done also for Shimura curves. Fix a Z-basis 1, w of O and an O-basis W, W3
of W. One corresponds to C € W+ with Wi, W3- coordinates () = (gisz)
the matrix (¢4) =: ¢(C) € Mat2(Q).

It is clear that O-lattices in W, map onto Z-lattices in Mats(Q). Each
Z- lattice L defines an order O, := {g € Mat2(Q); g(L) € L}. Maximal O-
lattices in W+ are corresponded in this way to maximal orders of Mats(Q). Up
to Gl2(Q)- conjugation there is only one maximal order in Mat2(Q), namely
Mato(Z), see Eichler [Ei]. This is also a maximal lattice with respect to the sym-
metric bilinear form (X,Y) :=Tr(X - Adj(Y)) on Mat2(Q), where Tr denotes
the matrix trace and Adj(Y) is the adjoint matrix of Y. So we can arrange by
suitable basis choice that A; ; corresponds to Maty(Z). Using Trg g < ., . >
on W+ the Q-linear isomorphism ¢ becomes an isometry. Altogether we get a
commutative isometry diagram

p: Wt «—— Maty(Q)
U U

A171 — M(th (Z)
(59) U U
AO — L

N N

Ao# — L#

with isometry group transfers

p: SUWL) «— Skh(Q)
(60) U U

FI% — T

where T is defined by the inertia group I'} introduced in (47). Notice also that
the (projective / fractional) actions on D of the groups on the left-hand side are
transfered to actions on the upper half plane H. For more details we refer also
to the original thesis of Cogdell [Cog0], section 6.

Now we work with the structures on the right-hand side in the above dia-
grams, especially with (fixed) L, L¥, T instead of Ay, AO# or 'Y, respectively.

Definition 9.4 (Cogdell [Cogl], p. 181). For A € L¥ the functions
1
L#*3Y=A(L)
det Y#0, mod T’

are called modular congruence Zeta functions.
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The same notation should be used for its I'-function modification
Z(s; A) := (21)72T(25)((s; A).

These Zeta functions define via estimations ad hoc holomorphic functions on
the complex half plane $(s) > 1. There is an integral representation

T
4s — 2

(61) Z(s5;4) = / 91(g: A)|g[**dg
Gl (R)*+/T

with
DigA) = Y e,
O£Y=A(L)

where @Q is the quadratic form X — Q(X) :=Tr(*X - X) on Maty(R). Using

Poisson sums Cogdell proved the following

Transformation Law 9.5 . 9¥(g; A) = % Y Ber#/L e?™(AB)y(g: B)

with

__9
detg’

Vol(L) ::/ dY =\/[L# : L], g = (Adj(g))"*
Mat(R)/L
Cogdell also introduces

1
Co(s;4) = Z W
L#*3Y=A(L)
det Y >0, modT
because the difference series (a(s; A) defined by
2C0(s; A) = ((s5A) + (a(s; A)

comes with alternating signs at the summands and has therefore a holomorphic
extension to C. With

Zo(s;A) = (27r)7281ﬂ(2$)C0(5;A)7 Zo(s;A) = (27T)728F(28)C2(3;A)

we receive the relation.

(62) 2Z4(s; A) = Z(s; A) + Za(s; A).

Cogdell’s central result is the following:

33



Theorem 9.6 (/CoZ]). The Zeta functions Z(s; A) and Zy(s; A) have mero-
morphic extensions to C with (at most) three simple poles at s = 0, 1, % with
residues

A 1
ResgZ(s; A) = %VOZ(SZQ(R)/F) = §RGSQZO(S;A)
™
L VolSh®)T) 1 |
Res1 Z(s; A) = aVolT) 2R63120(3,A)
(A 1
Res /9 Z(s;A) = — 4( 0) _ §Resl/2ZO(s;A), see (52).
™
with
5(A) = 0, z.fAeL
1, if A¢ L.

They satisfy the

Functional Equations 9.7 .

Z(1—s;A) = Z e?m(AB) z (5. B)
VI BeL#/L
Zo(l—s;A) = Z e?m(AB) z (5: B).

V L L BeL#/L

It turns out that the inverse Mellin transform

1 o+1i00
fly) = —/ Zo(s; Ay~ %ds,y € R, 0 = R(s),

27i T—100

of Zy(s; A) coincides with

Ho(iy;A) _ Z e—27rydctX.

X=A(L)
det X>0, mod T’

But this is the restriction to the positive part of imaginary axes of

00(7.; A) — Z 67271'i'i'detX7 y = %(T),
X=A(L)
det X >0, modI’

introduced in (48) in original Ag-terms. For the translation we have to use the
diagrams 59 and 60.

Unfortunately, 6(7; A) is not a modular form. As in the case of classical
Dirichlet series one has to add residue terms, but two instead of one, to get the
modular transformation law we look for. This has the price to leave holomorphic
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functions but not the class of real analytic functions of 7 = x + iy € H in two
variables z, y. Cogdell introduces

1
Eo(1; A) == —Reso20(s; A) — §R€31/2ZO(5§A) + 0o(s; A),

With a result of Maafl and the Zp-functional equation he proves the transfor-
mation law

Bo(— 1 4) = - S AR By (r B),

T VI L P L] BeL#/L

which is the difficult part of 8.8 for the function Ey in Ag-terms.
C) The Zeta and Theta functions of Shimura curves

Following ideas of Hecke Schoeneberg introduced in [Sch] (1936) congruence
Zeta functions of indefinit quaternion scew fields S over (the center) Q. Let 0
be the different ideal of S, Z be a maximal order in S, Z’ its conjugate, a a right
ideal in Z, p € a and @ a positive integer.

Definition 9.8 (Schoeneberg). The congruence Zeta functions of S are defined

as
l

((s;aQ0, p) := N(aQ0,p)° >
p=p(aQ0)
mod *(aQ0)]

IN()l°

where N = n? denotes the absolute norm on S, n denotes the norm and (aQ)}
is the group of units of I' congruent 1 mod aQo.

These series define ad hoc holomorphic functions for R(s) > 1 extendable
to meromorphic functions on C with at most two (simple) poles at 0, 1. Now
let q be a positive quadratic form on Q* represented by the symmetric matrix
Q = (gi5) € Gl4(Q) with respect to the canonical basis and wg, k = 1,..,4, a
Z-basis of Z. Both together define the quadratic form

fe:ZT—Q, w= ZUkwk = Z%’juiuj =t fq(w),
]

on Z and the congruence theta functions
O(w; aQo, p,q) = Z o fa(wp)/|n(a)|Q {/det(Q)N (0)
pn=(aQo)

As in the modular case one gets via a Mats(R)- integration functions & con-
necting congruence Zeta and Theta functions, namely:

(P(S; aQaapa Q) = /S [19(“]’ aQD,p,Q) - 5P70] ! |N(W)|SildU7

725 (det(Q)%/?

D(s;aQ0, p, Q) = (@[n(d)])*

['(s;2)¢(s;aQ0, p),
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where §; is a fundamental domain with respect to our unit group (a@Q?)}, and
the Gamma- function factor is

[(s;9) = det(Q)~*/?|A|C= /27320 (s)T (s — %)

with discriminant A of Z.
On this way Schoeneberg uses transformation laws for the Theta functions
to get the functional equation for the congruence Zeta functions

Functional Equation 9.9 .

(271')2(1728) F(QS) eQTrs(
(@*n(0))* T'(2 - 2s) 2

C(1— 5100, p) T ) ¢(5;0Q0, ).

adamod aQo

Shimura transfered in [Sh1] hermitian spaces of signature (1, 1) over imaginary
quadratic number fields to indefinit quaternion spaces over Q together with the
transfer of unitary group action to unit group actions of quaternion orders with
diagrams similar to 59, 60 but with S instead of Mat2(Q) and the automorphism
group of a maximal order instead of Sl2(Q). Along this way Kudla translated in
[Ku] Schoeneberg’s quaternionic congruence Zeta and Theta series to hermitian
ones as described in 9.4, (48). He observed that the related function Fo(7; Ap)
defined in (53) is the Mellin transform of 6y(iy; Ag). Then Kudla discovered in
the cocompact unitary case the important composed function g(7; A), see (54)
with nice transformation law 8.9. For more details we refer to [Ku], section 8.

10 Appendix:
Signature heights of orbital curves

For our geometric constructions and applications we need explicit formulas for
signature hights of orbital curves and the proof of the height property (9). We
extend Section 2 using immediately the notations there. There are two types of
finite orbital points: Let

Us — Ve=U. s/Gs

be a representative local finite uniformization of R, R € X = X \ X°°. If the
finite isotropy group Gg is abelian, then we call R an abelian (orbital) point.
Otherwise we say that R is non-abelian. From the classification of finite orbital
points in [Hol] respecting the singularity type of R € X and the local branch
situation around we know that the definitions are correct. This means that
both cases are well-distinguished. Each abelian point is supported by a cyclic
singularity. This is a surface singularity locally isomorphic to (C?,0)/Z, Z # 1
a finite cyclic subgroup of Gly(C), where small means that 1 is not an eigenvalue
of any non-trivial element of Z. Sometimes it is convenient to include also a
smooth point (with Z = 1) in our terminology. Then we use the notion of cyclic
point for both cyclic cases, the non-trivial and the trivial, together.
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We are able to remove cusp points and non-abelian points substituting them
by elliptic curves or projective lines. For this purpose consider a global uni-
formization ¥ — X, and blow up the cusp singularies of Y to elliptic cusp
curves as described in diagram 3. The pj-images of these curves on X'/G are
elliptic again or isomorphic to P!. Now we blow up all points S € Y with non-
abelian isotropy group G'g to exceptional lines Lg. Then one gets a model Y of
Y’ and birational morphisms Y° — Y’ — Y. Going down to the G-quotient
surfaces we obtain birational morphisms X’ — Y’/G — X. Now it is clear
that

e X' has only cyclic singularities;

e the exceptional (Weil) divisor of ¢/ : X’ — X is a disjoint sum of
projective lines and, perhaps, some elliptic curves.

The orbital surface X’ defined by the branch divisor of the quotient morphism
Y% — X’ = Y"/G has only abelian orbital points. It is uniquely determined
by X, more precisely by its non-abelian and infinite orbital points. We call it
the B%-model of X.

e the proper transform C! on X’ of the component C; of B! has at most
double points as singularities;

e the curve singularities of C] are precisely the (non-resolved) singularities
of C sitting at abelian points of X.

Namely (see [Hol]), the (smooth) the tangent directions of germes at S € Y of
the ramification locus of the Galois covering Y — X are eigenlines of reflections
of Gg. They are separated after blowing up S. If G5 is non-abelian, there are at
most three G g-inequivalent reflection lines. The image germes through Lg/Gg
are smooth and separated. For abelian G g there are at most two Gg-inequivalent
reflection lines in the tangent plane.

Now consider an orbital curve C on the orbital surface X.

Definition 10.1 . Critical points of C are the singularities of C, the cusp
points and the non-abelian orbital points of X supported by C-points.

Lemma-Definition 10.2

. There is a unique model Xg, of X and a birational morphism Pl Xg — X
factorizing through X’ with the following

Conditions 10.3

e The proper transform C° of C' on Xg 18 a smooth curve;
o the exceptional (Weil-) divisor E(py,) is a disjoint sum of elliptic or
smooth rational curves;

. E((p'c) is contracted by cp'é onto the critical points of C;
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o CY crosses the components of E(gp’c) at each common point.
We call Xg, the C9-model of X. Thereby we say that C’ crosses a curve L at a
regular surface point, if the intersection is transversal there. If the intersection
point is a cyclic singularity, say locally isomorphic to (C2,0)/Z, then cross-
ing means: locally isomorphic to the intersection of the images of two different
Z-eigenlines on C2. This property can be equivalently defined via minimal res-
olution of the cyclic singularity, see below.

Proof of Lemma 10.2. We work with a C-uniformization Y of X, diagrams
3, 6 and the notations around. Moreover, we dispose already on the models Y°,
X' after blowing up points with non-abelian G-isotropy groups. The conditions
2.3 for D’ are preserved for the proper transform D° of D’ on Y° and the
exceptional divisor E(¥°) of ° : YO — Y’ — Y. The set of honest G-cross
points of DY lies outside of E(¢/"). Now we have only to blow up these G-cross
points to get a model Yg. Going down to the G-quotient surfaces we see that

0 ._yvo0 _ v0
X% =Y2/G — X'=Y°/G

resolves the singularities of D’/G C X’ by substituting each of these points by a
projective line. Moreover, the conditions of 10.3 are satisfied for C° = D°/G C
X0,
¢
For the proof of uniqueness we have to look carefully to the resolution X 2; —
X' of the D’'/G-singularities supported by cyclic surface points R. Let S be a
(honest) G-cross point of D" over R and L = Lg C Yg the exceptional line over
S. The abelian isotropy group Gg acts on L. Let S1,S52 be the points on L
corresponding to two different eigenlines of Gg in the tangential representation
Gs C Gl (Ts). Their image points Ry, Ry on Lg/q C Xg are the only possible
surface singularities on L/Gg C Xg. The curve germs of GD’ at R correspond
to different fibres in the normal bundle N of L in YCQ, which is a Gg-bundle.
On this way we get bijective correspondences

(63) {GD’'-components at S}/Gs <« {branches of D'/GatR}
& {branches of C°through Ls/Gg}.

The (smooth) branches of C° through Lr = Lg/Gg are separated because C°
is smooth. Each of them crosses the exceptional line Lg. On Ly there are at
most two (cyclic) surface singularities R;, Ro. Now take a minimal (surface)
singularity resolution of R; and Ry. Altogether we get a linear singularity
resolution of R with the marked component L’;, the proper transform of Lg.
Linear means, that the resolving curve consists of a linear tree of (at most)
transversally intersecting projective lines. Because of crossing intersections the
transformed curve germes intersect transversally the marked line or one of the
two external lines of the tree but not at a singularity of the tree. Since we
have at least two C%-curve germes through the tree, it is easy to see that a
contraction of the tree to one projective component L; (producing at most two
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cyclic surface points on it) with the crossing condition for the C-germes is only
possible for L; = Lg.

O

Altogether we have for each X-orbital curve C' on X a commutative diagram

yé) - y0 y’ v
(64)

Xy X VG e X
with corresponding orbital curve coverings

Do N 5 ~ . D
(65)

o c’ D'/G — ¢

Let v be a smooth curve germ through a point R on the surface X supporting
the orbital surface X. We only need curve germs localizing global curves. If
R is not a cusp point we consider a (finite) local uniformization S — R with
Galois group Gg and a preimage germ § of « through S. Then « is called an
eigen germ at R, if the tangent line of § is an eigenline of an element of Gg not
belonging to the symmetry subgroup ZGg of Gg defined as

ZGs = p ' (p(Gs) N ZIy(CT)),

where Zl2(C) denotes the center of Gl3(C) and p the tangential plane represen-
tation of Gg at S. We say that Gg is symmetric iff ZGg = Gg and call R a
symmetry point in this case. The blowing up of the smooth surface point S to
the exceptional line Let Lg defines the modification X’(R) — X plugging in
the quotient line Lg = Ls/Gg. The ineffective kernel of Gs with respect to
the action on Lg is ZGg. A honest Gg-eigen line in the tangent plane Ty is an
eigen line of a non-central element of Gg. The honest eigenlines are in bijective
correspondence with all isolated fixed points on Lg of elements of Gg. If Gg is
non-symmetric, these fixed points go down to two (if Gg is abelian) or three (if
G is non-abelian) marked (branch) points Py, Ps, (Ps) on Lr, which are cyclic
surface points. This marking is uniquely determined by R only. It is easy to
check that

10.4 v is an eigen germe at R iff its proper transform +' on X'(R) crosses
Ly at one of these marked two or three points.
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This fact allows to define eigen germes purely geometrically on X.

Definition 10.5 . The weight of an orbital point R on X is defined as

1, abelian point
VR = { 00, cusp point
ULg, non-abelian

where the latter number is the ramification index of Lg (or Lr) with respect to
the Galois-covering Ls — Ly of orbital curves.

Let C be an orbital curve on X, R a critical point of its supporting curve C and
L g the exceptional line on Xg over R. Remember that the proper transform C°

on Xg crosses Ly at each common point. Especially, the Lg-intersecting curve

germes of C° are smooth and separated. Its number is denoted by BrR(C’). It
is clear that

Brg(C) = number of curve branches of ' at R.

Lemma-Definition 10.6 . If C has a branch at R, which is an eigen germe,
then also the others germes of C at are eigen germes. In this case we say that
C has eigen branches at R or, equivalently, R is an eigen point of C.

Proof. Assume that there are at least two C- branches at R, which means that
R is a curve singularity of C. Looking at a C-uniformization Y’ — Y’ /G with
curve covering D' — D'/G, see diagram 6, we know from (7) that the branches
come from G-equivalent points on D’, which are not Ng(D’)- equivalent. But
if the branch of D" at S (over R) has eigen vector direction with respect to Gg,
then the G-equivalent branches must have the same property.

O

Example 10.7 . All orbital points of any component C, of the basic orbital
divisor are eigen points, because the covering D; on a finite uniformization is
pointwise fixed by at least one non-trivial group element.

Corollary 10.8 . IfC’ has eigen branches at the orbital point R € X, then for
the number of branches of C' at R it holds that

e Brp(C) € {1,2,3}, if R is non-abelian;
. Brp(é') =2, if R is abelian and R a singularity of C.

So we have only triple or double singular points as curve singularities at eigen
points of C.

Proof. This follows immediately from 10.4.
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Now we need minimal resolutions of cyclic singularities. A cyclic singularity
is of type < d,e >, if it is isomorphic to (C2,0)/diag(¢, (), with a primitive
d-th unit root ¢ and e € N, relative prime to d, 0 < e < d. From the isomorphy
classification of singularities it is well- known that two singularities of types
< d,e > and < d’,e¢’ > are isomorphic iff d = d’ and e = ¢’ or e¢/ = 1 mod d.
So dp := d is well-defined. In order to distinguish them we introduced in [Hol]
an orientation related with a curve germe ~ on a surface crossing another one
at the cyclic singularity P of type < d,e >. The minimal resolution of P is a
linear tree of projective lines L;, i = 1,...,r, with selfintersections —b; < —2,
calculable by the continued fractions

d/e:bl—_/bg— ..... —_/br_l—l/br,

or

d/e/:br—l/brfl— ..... —_/bg—l/bl.

The crossing property is equivalenly reflected by one of the following two possi-
bilities for the proper transform +’ of v on the resolving surface: either 4 crosses
L, or it crosses L, (outside of Lo respectively L,_q, if » > 1). In the first case
we set ep(y) = e, in the latter case ep(y) = ¢/. The pair < dp,ep(y) > is called
the - oriented type of the cyclic singularity P. We set

¥0 = 2%CY XY := {cyclic surface singularities P € C° ¢ X°};
- er(CY)
hp(C) = ——=
p(C) dn
¥ = 3(C') := {singular points P’ of C'}
2 AN : l
hp/(C’) _ vodp P’ eigen point of C'
Brp:/(C"), else
¥ne = xne(C,B) := {non-abelian orbital points Q € X}
BTQ(O) . . A
hq(é) :: —dQ(é)uAQ’ @ eigen point of C'
Brg(C), else

These rational numbers are called local signature hights of C at the points
P, P, @, respectively.

Thereby do(C) :=dp,(C"), i € {1,2,3}, where P; is a (marked) cross point
of Lg and C'. If C’ goes through two of them, then their preimages on the blown
up surface Y’ of a finite uniformization ¥ of X, as described around diagram
3, are G-equivalent. Otherwise the point P; would be uniquely determined.
Therefore the singularity type of P; , hence also dp,, does not depend on the
choice of P; € C".

Definition 10.9 . With the above notations and the minimal singularity reso-
lution X — Xg with proper transform C of C° we call
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(66) hC) = + > AP+ D AP+ D Q)

Pexo pexy Qexne
the signature hight of C.

Let p: ¥ — X and §: Y — Z be finite uniformizations with the same
covering surface Y. If the supporting Galois covering p factors though ¢, then we
call the induced orbital morphism Z—Xa finite orbital surface covering. Its
restriction D — € to two orbital curves is a finite orbital curve covering. For
the general definitions of orbital morphisms we refer to [Hol]. We are now able
to generalize the degree formula in [Hol] for orbital branch curves to arbitrary
orbital curves.

Theorem 10.10 . For finite orbital curve coverings as above it holds that
(67) D) = [D: CJW(C).

Proof. Since the degree is multiplicative for compositions of curve coverings,
it suffices the degree formula (67) for the case Z = Y := (Y, Y ). For smooth
open orbital curves we defined signature heights h. in [Hol]. If there are more-
over only abelian points on the underlying orbital surface, the signature hight
depends only on selfintersection of the supporting (compact curve) curve and
all cyclic singularities on it. This happens in the case C° C XOC,. Its signature
hight is

- ep 0
ho (CO) = %(02)+ D= ke A,

vd
PeXx9 P
C

Since ep(CY) = 0 for smooth surface points, the sum runs only over the cyclic
singularities, which form the finite set of all singularities. Comparing with (66)
we see that h,(C°) is nothing else but h(C°). Especially, this is also true also
for the orbital curve D0 on Yg, where we have simply

h (D) = (D) = (D D)

because of absence of singularities. The degree formula for A, has been already
proved in [Hol] for this situation. Therefore it holds that

(68) (D'°-D%) = n(D°) = [D: C]h(C).
Our strategy is to shift this formula stepwise from the left side to the coverings

on the right hand side in the diagrams 64 and 65. We have first to count the
number #’ of blown up points of the morphism YCQ — Y9 because

(69) h(D°) = (D°-D°%) = (D°- D)+ # = (D) + #.
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These points ly over the points P’ € ¥/ = ¥(C’) € X. For fixed P’ we can
count the points S € D? over P’. This number Blp/(D°) is equal to Brp:(C”) -
degD® - #Gpo g by (63), where

Gp = Na(D)/Za(D),
with
Ne(D) :={g € G; g(D) =D}, Zg(D) :={g € G;g|p = idp}.

for a finite group G acting effectively on a surface supporting the curve D. If
P’ is not an eigen point of C’, we have Gpo g = 1. If P’ is an eigen point, then
G is abelian of order v?dp:, hence #Gpo s = vdpr, and Brp/(C’) = 2. In any
case, by the definitions before (66), we get Blp/(D°) = [D : C]hp/(C). The sum
over all P’ € ¥’ and 69 yield

M(D®) = (D) + (D : €13 hpr(C)),

Together with 68 and Definition 10.9 applied to C’ we get

h(D%) = [D: C)(h(C°) + > hp/(C)) = [D: CIh(C").
In the same style one shifts the formula further to the covering D’ — D’/G to

get the resulting formula (67). The check of more details is left to the reader.
O
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