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Dear Jéck:

I appreciate very much your lettexr of April
30th keeping me up to dats on your afforts to find a
legislative solution to ths need for a new "Bicenten-
nial Bra® initiative at the Federal level.

As I understand the current status, your sub-
cormittee has agreed to incorporate such a program as a
free-standing part of Title V of the Arts and Humanities

' Reauthorization Bill. The program would function under
- the asgis of the National Endowment for the Humanities
~ on a "challenge grant® 50-30 matching basis, '

As you know, I have been very much concerned
that the program have its own identity and lsadership.
This seems to me to be fundamentally important, if we
are to have focused program leadership and adequate
public recognition of what we are trying to accomplish.
- But I do recognize the problem you face and understand
that you are working with the "art of the possible.®
In this framework, you have made gratifying progress,

: However, if the program must be initiated as -
a paxt of NEH, it seems to me that the cruecial need is

" to include languzge in Title V that will maximize the

chances that it will be distinctive and will be operated

for the purposes we all envision, I have three sug- '

gestions in this regard.

First, of course, is the substance of tha pro-
gram. I would urge consideration of language similar




iomic problems, developing new meth
-locally and naticnally._w

P ie program have its own advisory comm:ttee, evenAthoug =
it is part of NEH? Such a committse wounld provide added
assurance that the program would adhere to its objectivas

and not be used for broader ‘NEH vurposes.

. Thirg, I would hope that the appropriation would
include a small amount for administration -~ perhaps no
more than $500,000 — so that the program would have its

own,_zgfigwmxhda wouldmglearly £ix responsibility.
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A 4 realize. of course. theze stil Yem GC

to be dena before this legislation is finally passed and .
funded. Please be assuxed that we here will do every-
thing we can to assist you and your colleagues. B

Again, my deep appreciation for your vision in
seeing this need and your willingness to do everything
you can to accomplish it, I truly believe that in the
end it will be an extremely significant and rewardlng
achievement,

Sincerely,_

John D. Rockefeller 3rd

The Honorabla Jacob XK. Javits
United States Senate
washington, D, C. 2OSIQ

bee: Jack Harr
~ Gary Knisely
Bill Ruder
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