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By Ann Dunm_ngton M . ic impact reports. Awurdmg to .lamu
" “The Providence accounting . firm*of Peat .7-Hagan, president of -the Greater Prowdence .
Marwick Main hes unveiled a corporate firstin.’ * Chamber of Cc ce, the arts
Rhode Island: an art collection consisting en-'- Rhode _l?ln.nd tepmcms a 5125 mdhon m-
tirdy of work by Rhode lslandrunim. llshnlls : K i o lhm the arts
di an impressive array of. such- artists as
pm,:‘g,mpher Aaron: Siskind, glasy sculpter - ¢ busmm in Rhode Island . . . is a segment of
Howard Ben Tre, ill David N L y that mn be grown a.n.d i
New Yorker: magazine! cover. artist G ;n:j N°:‘°h'f' :ﬂ‘ " lh‘“ b"“‘d"‘:"
0 it,- we' e to see what we can do to.. |.
D""s““p“’“w“"“‘” mmMmeu help it grow,” Hagan said. @ =~ it
'~ :Some of this growing interest can be traced
3 . back to the Governor's Conlerence on Busi-*
partnership between lhe slalea business and: - U
cultural ;- ness and the Arts, a program sparked by Gov.
communitis, sometbing that is very'  p breie's cclariion of 1987 s the Year of.
theAns. TR i

Yy

. . ; S
FORMERLY GROUP COUNSEL OF TEXTRON INC.. PROVIDENCE, e
RHODE ISLAND, HAS JOINED THE FIRM AS A MEMBEH OF
. THE CORPORATE DEPAHTMENT

said. **Business Imdmmzelung the message* ~Sistance’ lectures for artists and introduced °

Rhode Island to Business Voluniecrs for the
they ¢ r d -
l;::d art. dl?r; lh.::f.l?”w New York ond Arts, a national program established by the

" New York Arts and Business Council with lo-
Other corporations have nl:o noughl lo in- R
chude Rhode Istand artists in their office collec- 5558 \epapter ’k“; major US lies; b
tions. They include Old Stone -Developmen tas. °’°‘I:":I":'“' to stimulate a :
der l&-.é\;lu;. mﬁimmﬂmlfx of the various arts organizatins,” Hagan saxd
cver, Peat Marwick’s offices represent Lhe first
I‘ull ﬂcdged immersion Rhode  Island ar-

‘spective to help artists,* =

. bers.- We had about 40 to 50 people sign up for
"the arts task force from businesses across the '
..state, That indicated to us that there must be
- genuine interest, so we explored it further.” *

That led 10 the creation of a local chapter of
the Business Voluntcers for the Arts, Iis pur- .
pose, Hagan said, Is to strengthen ties between
and the ans by I:ndmu business ex-
pertise (o non‘profit, arts . omnm jons and

busi

3 [l ! v N
 Business interest in (he arts has continued a
slow, steady rise over the past few years. In
1984, the Depantment of Economic Develop-
ment (DED) started a. program to promote
Rhode Island artists by exhibiting them on its
own walls, The exhibition was curated by Fleet
National Bank vice president Diana Joh
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remained on loan ror lwo years,

Arts. Currently, Cassels aid, he is senrchmg':
for.a part-time manager a.nd'hopts to get the: |'

names they reuoyuzml and lhm realized these
artists had chosen to live and work i to the cultural activity and quality of life that is
. g Lo a major draw for attracting professional talent.:
Amsu in the ﬁm exhibition included inter-{" 10 the area, Cassels said.*'That's what execu-*
known ph hers' Harry ‘Calla-!{* tives 'look- for . when- considering : relocatio
han and Asron Siskind, " glass:sculptor; Dale..#* They like to have good strong cullural organi
Chihuly, and artists David Macaulay and Chris i ations.;We have a very gpod quality of life in
Rhodelsland,andoneol’thercnsonsklhe it
ist, Department director. Louis Fazzano said ' sirong arts ity—the internati X SEAN'O. COFFEY ) L
* he hopes to pul logelher anolhcr program this / ‘lmown Rhode Island School of Dcsngn and. : SUSAN LEACH DeBLASIO®. ' 1i.7 } L, PHILIP M WEINSTEIN®
year, . . . _,v, . , Tony Award mlyanda L T e, CHARD A. BOREN .
: vtrysoodnlullmm\omc\ KR : : RN AR ’ TR
E . Hagan concurs that one of lhc aims of Ulc .
“I'sa way {o support and shuwmse Rhode » Ans Task Force and Business. Volunteers will«
Island artists," Johnson said. **We also hoped = be lo ensure the commumly at large and busi-,
that if businesses participatedt, they would then { ness mmmumly in particulor maintains slrong
“get interested on their own. A lot of people - interest in the arts. .
talk about developing Rhode Istand collec-  :“From a selfish standpoint, ‘the ccononuc )
tions, but it doesn’t always come Lo [lruition, devclcpmenx perspective,”* Hagan said, * when' | [} ! i
That’s why :the Peat Mamick collccl.ion is _: trying to attract topflight executives to relocate |, ... CALSO ADMITYEO IN MA -
especially exciting.” . to Lhe state, the arts are a very strong : o i
Business interest in lhe Rhode Island ans_ rmor "D = - 4
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