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Serologic epidemiological studies on influenza
Part 1. Annual variation of HI level against various kinds
of influenza antigen in the serum of inhabitants .
and estimation of past history of infection
Muneshige HIRAMATSU
Department of Public Health, Okayama University Medical School
(Director : Prof. Masana Ogata)

The hemagglutination inhibition (HI) test was conducted with serial sera of 63 persons,
collected annually in 1972, 1973 and 1974, using 4 strains of A Hong Kong and 5 strains of
influenza B virus as antigen. It was proved that the incidence of influenza A was reduced by
means of lower positive rates (of titers 64 or over) of HI titers than prior observation before
epidemic. The fact that the incidence of influenza B was reduced is proved by the more lower
positive rates. From the result that HI titers against B/Osaka/2/70 strain and B/Hong Kong/72

viruses differed according to age distribution, it is suggested that B/Osaka/2/70 strain must have
been prevalent about 50 years ago and B/Hong Kong/72 viruses have been about 30 years ago.



