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STUDIES ON THE SEA-SQUIRT ASTHMA IN OKAYAMA PREFECTURE

BY

Ikuro KIMURA, Yoshiaki MORITANI, Masatoshi YAMANA, Taisuke ONOSHI,
Hiromi TAKATA, Koichi SHIRAI, Yoshitomo NISHIZAKI, Yoshiro TANIZAKI,
Tkuya KUNIMASA, Akira NISHISHITA & Junko TAKANO

Department of Internal Medicine, Okayama University Medical School
( Director; Prof. K. Hiraki)

Hiroshi KAWAHARA

Saidaiji Health Center

Clinical examinations were performed in 1969 on patients with allergic occupational asthma c-
aused by inhaling the body fluid of sea-squirts attaching to the shell of cultured oyster.

The allergic symptoms caused by inhaling the body fluid of sea-squirts were rhinitis, conju-
nctivitis, bronchitis and bronchial asthma. The sea-squirt asthma was observed in 43 out of 201
oyster shuckers. Positive skin test was seen in 95.2%of 21 cases with sea-squirt asthma. An-
d Prausnitz-Kustner reaction of the asthma was observed in 10 out of 11 cases. Obstrutive d-
isturbance in lung function tests was shown only in a few cases because examination was perf -
ormed in resting intervals and the subjects were of old age. It is clear that there is a close
relation between basophils and allergic reaction caused by sea-squirt asthma as shown by an

increase of basophils in the pre-attack stage of working periods.



