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Indonesia has one of the highest neonatal mortality rates in the world. We
examined the relationship between frequency of antenatal care visits, as a whole and in
each trimester, and neonatal mortality in Indonesia. Data on 13,055 single births were
obtained fromthe fifth Indonesia Denographic Healkh Survey conducted in 2006 2007.
We analyzed the association between antenatal care visits (the total pregnancy and in
each trimester) and neonatal mortality. We estimated adjusted odds ratios (ORs) and
their 95%confidence intervals (Cls) for the association using the group with least visits
as a reference, adjusting for region, age groups, maternal education levels, and birth
order. Pregnant women who had more antenatal care visits experienced a lower risk of
neonatal mortality. In particular, antenatal care visits in the last trimester were of more
benefit: the ORs for neonatal mortality, against the 0-1 visit group, were 0.76 (95% CI
= 0.45, 1.29) in the 2 visits group, 0.54 (95% CI = 0.33, 0.87) in the 3 visits group and
0.31 (95% CI = 0.17, 0.57) in the 4 visits group. Although individual ORs were not
significant in the associationbetweentotal umbers of antenatalcare visits and neonatal
mortality, ORs declined markedly with 7 visits or more. The present study showed a
relationship between antenatal care visits, especially in the third trimester, and a
reduction in neonatal mortality. These results may provide a valuable recommendation
for the care of pregnant women in Indonesia.
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