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There are, it may be argued, two not entirely compatible contrasts in the English system. The first
involves the strength of the conclusion, and distinguishes between what ‘may be and what ‘must be, ie.,
between what is epistemically possible and what is epistemically necessary. This distinguishes Speculative
(MAY) and Deductive (MUST). The second distinguishes between an inference from observation and an
inference from experience or general knowledge, ie., between Deductive (MUST) and Assumptive (WILL).
In many languages it seems that one of these contrasts is either the only contrast in an epistemic system or,
at least, the more important contrast. Not surprisingly, the single contrast between inference from

. . . . . . . . 13
observation and inference from experience is mostly found in languages with evidential systems.
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