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Trial of a mass screening survery for de-
tecting early pancreatic cancer

Shuji Matsumoto, Koji Ochi,
Toshinobu Seno, Juntaro Tanaka,
Hideo Harada

Medicine,

Okayama University Medical School

Institute for Environmental

To find an effective mass screening method
for detecting early pancreatic cancer among
asymptomatic populations and patients with
vague abdominal symptoms, a prospective study
was attempted on 1748 patients who came to
Medical Clinic of Misasa Branch Hospital,
Okayama University Medical School mostly
for a routine annual chek-up from June 1,
1986 through June 30, 1990. These patients
underwent first-step screeing tests including
serum ampylase, elastase I and routine abdom-
inal ultrasonography (US). Consequently 155
patients (8.9% of the total 1748 patients)

12. BEMEEZ, Z%HE, EAER, FRILE—,
e, EEEEK, BEIES, NEKE, KE
B, /VRR, FrEBHE &7 3 7 —¥IMEE S
BRI EESMTmO 1 5,
Gastroenterol. Endosc., 9 . 122—129, 1987.

13. =F&X, @mHE—, RNEER, MAFK,
M, FHRE  2EEOREROZN L
EEE, HALEsR, 13:168—74, 1990.

showed abnormal findings and underwent second-
step tests including US, ERCP and computed
tomography. Final diagnosis was early pancre-
atic cancer in one patient and advanced pan-
creatic cancer in four. Three of the 5 pa-
tients with pancreatic cancer were in their
sixties. Detection rate of pancreatic cancer
(0.29%) in this series was satisfactory as
compared with the results of previous reports
with US alone.
examination increased with age. Six hundred
and forty-one patients (36.7% of the 1748

patients) underwent follow-up examinations

The rate of second-step

more than one year after the previous test.
No pancreatic cancer was detected in the
641 patients. The rate of follow-up exami-
nation in patients in their sixties was sig-
nificantly lower than in those in their for-
ties or fifties. It is important to improve
the follow-up rate in patients in their six-
ties, because they are at a high risk for
pancreatic cancer as suggested by -the pre-
sent study.



