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Rows-of-houses Preservation in Maniwa City of Katsuyama Area, Okayama Prefecture

Yanjuan LUO * and Fumikazu ICHIMINAMI **
(Received November 30, 2006)

The aim of the study is to explain the present condition of the rows-of-houses preservation
policy of Okayama Prefecture and to examine the samples in Maniwa city, Katsuyama area.
Besides, the interview investigation was mainly conducted for residents in the rows-of-houses of
preservation area in Katsuyama for giving the concluding remarks about the findings.

The traditional private houses in Katsuyama preservation area were partially restored in the
1985-89 and 1993-97 fiscal years by the subsidy from the prefecture. Furthermore, Katsuyama-
cho at that time founded the subsidy system for maintaining rows-of-houses preservation area
(about 25.3 ha) independently in 1993, restored 9 private houses, and made and updated the shop
curtains; "Noren".

In the point of the observable items, the ground warehouse of structures with gable tile-roofing is
visible and it is also in use. Moreover, a latticed window structure, a white wall, and a sea cu-
cumber wall constitute the charm of new rows-of-houses. A stone pavement follows on the
riverside at the site facing the Asahi River. There are the remains of an arrival-and-departure place
of a flat boat and a brewery, etc.

According to our investigation in 2002, the residents were satisfied with "It is easy to live
quietly”, "the beauty of a natural landscape", "harmony of rows-of-houses and a shop curtain”,
and "a historical atmosphere", but the recognition of "the creation of active rows-of-houses”
was unexpectedly low. Therefore, cooperation between residents and informational sharing are
much more required. Consequently, since both the visitors and the residents are satisfied very much
with each facilities, such as the whole rows-of-houses, a samurai residence, a brewery, and a
restaurant etc., town planning is well.organized and attained the priority targets.
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