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Faculties’ ideas to the school syllabus

Takeo OHTA, Yasuaki SHIMOISHI, Yoshiharu AzuMA, Hiroshi ENDO, Yuka OKAZAKI

Abstract

The term ‘syllabus’ and its concept are not familiar to university faculty members and students
in Japan. Authors who belonged to School of Health Sciences Okayama University, published the
first syllabus in 1994. In this syllabus, an outline of each course for a semester was shown by one
or a few faculty members. The framework consisted of the mark of the subject, schedule, textbook,
reference book, how to teach, how to grade and message to students, besides basic information.

Forty-five full-time faculty members and 107 part-time faculty members were asked about their
ideas for the syllabus through a questionnaire survey by mail and 119 faculty members (78.3%)
responded to it.

Only fifty-three faculty members (44.5%) had known the term ‘syllabus’ before the time when they
started to talk about it or were asked to write it. But after their presenting syllabi, 104 faculty
members (87.49%) agreeded to continue publishing and they were affirmative to framework as it was
proposed this time.

As for evaluation of a subject by students, about half of faculties (52.7%) agreeded and 51.89 of
them replied that they were not mature enough for it yet.

Key words : syllabus, faculties’ idea, evaluation by students
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