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Effective preoperative and postoperative
respiratory training in a lung cancer patient

with chronic respiratory failure.∗

Akio Andou, Nobuyoshi Shimizu, Shuichirou Maruyama, Yoshiki Makihara,
Hiroshi Date, and Shigeru Teramoto

Abstract

A case illustrating the value of aggressive respiratory training in improving the prognosis of
lung cancer complicated by low pulmonary function is reported. Preoperative and postoperative
respiratory training enabled the patient with chronic respiratory failure to survive a lengthy opera-
tion and eventually breathe without assistance. The patient has survived more than 71 months, and
experiences only exertional dyspnea at the time of publication. Aggressive preoperative and post-
operative respiratory management may make more of the growing number of lung cancer patients
eligible for standard surgical procedures.
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