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A case of giant cavernous hemangioma of the
liver complicated by intravascular

coagulopathy.∗

Makoto Watanabe, Shiro Yuasa, Kazuhisa Taketa, Eiji Konaga, and Kunio
Okajima

Abstract

A case of liver hemangioma complicated by intravascular coagulopathy is presented because
of the rarity of the association. Hemangioma of the liver was suspected by palpation of the liver
tumor, scintigraphy and x-ray examination, and confirmed by selective hepatic arteriography in
combination with exploratory laparotomy. Intravascular coagulopathy was established by demon-
strating secondary fibrinolysis and consumption of platelets and coagulation factors. Unconju-
gated hyperbilirubinemia due to micro-angiopathic hemolytic anemia was also present. The clin-
ical course of the clotting abnormalities was basically a chronic one with an occasional acute or
subacute defibrination process associated with further enlargement of the hepatic tumor. These
provide sufficient evidence that the intravascular coagulopathy was closely related with the he-
mangioma in the liver. Neither ligation of a presumed nutritional artery of the hemangioma nor
radiation therapy caused any demonstrable reduction in the tumor size.
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