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A Rapid Method for the Detection of
Papillomavirus in Warts : The Fre-quency of
Virus Detection in Various Types of Warts∗

Yoshiro Yabe and Masae Kuramitsu

Abstract

A rapid method was devised for the detection of virus particles in wart specimens. The up-
per layer of warts was cut perpendicularly to the surface, and the freshly cut surface was lightly
touched to an electron microscope grid. The grid was then stained with a small drop of phos-
photungstate and observed electron microscopically. On the specimen grid thus prepared, papil-
lomavirus particles were easily discriminated from tissue debris. Papillomavirus particles were
detected in 71% of verrucae plantares, 78% of verrucae palmares, 50% of verrucae vulgares and
75% of condylomata acuminata by the present method.
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