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Absence of C-type virus production in human
leukemic B cell, T cell and null cell lines.∗

Hajime Ogura, Shunkichi Hiraki, Sachiko Omura, Isao Miyoshi, and Takuzo Oda

Abstract

Electron microscope observation of cultured human leukemic B cell, T cell and null cell lines
and reverse transcriptase assay of the culture supernatants were all negative for the presence of
C-type virus. Bat cell line, which propagates primate C-type viruses well, was cocultivated with
the human leukemic cell lines, in the hope of amplification of virus if present. Three weeks after
mixed culture, the culture supernatants were again examined for reverse transcriptase activity and
the cells were tested for syncytia formation by cocultivation with rat XC, human KC and RSb cell
lines. All these tests, except for the positive control using a simian sarcoma virus, were negative,
suggesting that no C-type was produced from these human leukemic cell lines.
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