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Detection of hepatitis B surface antigen
subtype adr in an epidemic of papular
acrodermatitis of childhood (Gianotti’s

disease).∗

Susumu Kanzaki, Soichiro Kandda, Kuniko Terada, Shin Nohno, Keiichi
Kumano, Kouji Narahara, Hiromitsu Hayashi, and Hiroshi Kimoto

Abstract

Papular acrodermatitis of childhood (PAC) has recently been reported to be associated with
hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) subtype ayw. Between September, 1978, and June, 1979,
we saw 14 patients with PAC in a small epidemic occurring in Iwakuni City, Japan. HBsAg
was detected in sera from all patients. Subtyping of HBsAg in 11 patients showed that 8 had a
determinant adr and 3 had no detectable determinant because of low antigen titers. The result
suggests that factors other than the specific HBsAg subtype contribute to the development of PAC.
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