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Peritoneoscopy of the liver after abdominal
surgery.∗

Kenji Kawaguchi, Tatsuya Itoshima, Minoru Ukida, Toshio Ito, Shozo Kiyotoshi,
Hiromichi Ogawa, Shuzo Hattori, Masahiro Kitadai, Shigeki Mizutani, and

Hideo Nagashima

Abstract

The incidence of intraperitoneal adhesion after abdominal surgery was studied. Peritoneoscopy
was performed in 933 patients with liver diseases over the 6 year 5 month period from March 1974
to July 1980. Of the patients, 352 (37.7%) had undergone an abdominal operation, and intraperi-
toneal adhesion was detected in 205 (58.2%) of these patients. The liver was not observable in 5
out of 61 patients with adhesions after upper abdominal operations. Whereas, the liver was clearly
observable in patients with lower abdominal operations in spite of adhesions. Out of the 581 pa-
tients without any abdominal operations, 30 patients (5.2%) had adhesions in the abdominal cavity,
and 6 of them had extensive adhesions that partially obscured the observation of liver surface. In
all patients, peritoneoscopy was performed without complications by avoiding the surgical scar
for puncture sites and ensuring a free air lumen before trocar puncture.
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