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Nursing Education for a Gender-equal Society*
— The Situation of Male Student Nurses —

Yoshiko Suzuki®,

4)

) 2)

, Chiharu NisHrvama
)

Noriko Gopa, Ritsuko OHMURO"

Chigusa FUSE4 , Yukie MaTSUMOTO

Abstract

Until quite recently, Japanese women had very few opportunities to become financially
independent. However, women's rights and independence have been gradually promoted
since 1975, the International Women’s Year. The 1994 Cairo Conference on Population
emphasized women's reproductive rights. Such international movements resulted in the
enactment of the 1985 Equal Employment Opportunity Law and the 1999 Law for a
Gender-Equal Society in Japan.

On the other hand, nursing education had been offered for women only until it became
possible for men to become nurses in 1968, when the 1948 law on nursing profession was
amended. Almost half a century has passed, but the percentage of male nurses is still
limited. There is still much to be done for achieving equality between male nurses and
female nurses. We will overview the history of nursing education and discuss the problems

that male nurses face.

*Low No0.78 of 1999 was established to promote genuine eguality between woman and men

Keywords . Gender-equal society, male student nurse, nursing education
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