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Investigation about the use of mental illness patients
at visiting nursing stations in O prefecture

Kumi WATANABE, Kazuko SumMivosHI, Michiko MORIMOTO, and Hatsue OKANO

Abstract

The family which has a mental illness member is apt to worry about social
appearance because of the stigma of the illness. Therefore, it is often difficult to
introduce a. social resource to such families. The purpose of this study is to clarify
the status of usage of illness patients at visiting nursing stations, and find the
problems of family care with such patients. The visiting nurses were surveyed
about their experience that introducing social resources to families.

Questionnaire survey were administered on the 126 visiting nursing stations of O
prefecture, that had an experience to introduce social resources to such families.
The valid answers from 64 visiting nursing stations (50.8% of surveyed) were
obtained. As a result, 93.8% of visiting nursing stations were utilized by mental
iliness. The illnesses of patients were dementia, depression and schizophrenia, and
had been accepted at 57, 28, and 17 facilities respectively. More than half of facili-
ties had introduced social resources to mental iliness patients at first of the service
beginning. But some of them feel troublesome to care mental illness patient, and
seek for information about psychiatric nursing.

Key Words : Social resource, Visiting nursing station, Mental illness, Survey
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