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Thus, on taking charge of my department, I found few but aged men. They were ancient
sea-captains, for the most part, who, after being tossed on every sea, and standing up
sturdily against life’s tempestuous blast, had finally drifted into this quiet nook, where,
with little to disturb them, except the periodical terrors of a Presidential election, they
one and all acquired a new lease of existence. Though by no means less liable than their
fellow-men to age and infirmity, they had evidently some talisman or other that kept
death at bay. Two or three of their number, as I was assured, being gouty and rheumatic,
or perhaps bed-ridden, never dreamed of making their appearance at the Custom-House
during a large part of the year ; but, after a torpid winter, would creep out into the warm
sunshine of May or June, go lazily about what they termed duty, and, at their own leisure

and convenience, betake themselves to bed again.
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I must plead guilty to the charge of abbreviating the official breath of more than one of
these venerable servants of the republic. They were allowed, on my representation, to
rest from their arduous labours, and soon afterwards -- as if their sole principle of life
had been zeal for their country’s service -- as I verily believe it was -- withdrew to a
better world. It is a pious consolation to me that, through my interference, a sufficient
space was allowed them for repentance of the evil and corrupt practices into which, as
a matter of course, every Custom-House officer must be supposed to fall. Neither the

front nor the back entrance of the Custom-House opens on the road to Paradise.
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He seemed away from us, although we saw him but a few yards off ; remote, though we
passed close beside his chair ; unattainable, though we might have stretched forth our
hands and touched his own. It might be that he lived a more real life within his thoughts
than amid the unappropriate environment of the Collector’s office. The evolutions of the
parade ; the tumult of the battle ; the flourish of old heroic music, heard thirty years
before -- such scenes and sounds, perhaps, were all alive before his intellectual sense.
Meanwhile, the merchants and ship-masters, the spruce clerks and uncouth sailors,
entered and departed ; the bustle of his commercial and Custom-House life kept up its
little murmur round about him ; and neither with the men nor their affairs did the
General appear to sustain the most distant relation. He was as much out of place as an
old sword —- now rusty, but which had flashed once in the battle’s front, and showed still
a bright gleam along its blade -- would have been among the inkstands, paper-folders,

and mahogany rulers on the Deputy Collector’s desk.
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There was one thing that much aided me in renewing and re-creating the stalwart soldier
of the Niagara frontier —- the man of true and simple energy. It was the recollection of
those memorable words of his, -=- “I'll try ; Sir ! ” -- spoken on the very verge of a
desperate and heroic enterprise, and breathing the soul and spirit of New England

hardihood, comprehending all perils, and encountering all.

%78 —3 . There was one thing that much aided me in renewing and re-creating the

stalwart soldier of the Niagara frontier — the man of true and simple energy. % #H{ICE -
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This Inspector, when I first knew him, was a man of fourscore years, or thereabouts, and
certainly one of the most wonderful specimens of winter-green that you would be likely
to discover in a lifetime’s search. With his florid cheek, his compact figure smartly
arrayed in a bright-buttoned blue coat, his brisk and vigorous step, and his hale and
hearty aspect, altogether he seemed -- not young, indeed -- but a kind of new contriv-
ance of Mother Nature in the shape of man, whom age and infirmity had no business to
touch. His voice and laugh, which perpetually re-echoed through the Custom-House, had
nothing of the tremulous quaver and cackle of an old man’s utterance; they came

strutting out of his lungs, like the crow of a cock, or the blast of a clarion.
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It is now nearly two centuries and a quarter since the original Briton, the earliest
emigrant of my name, made his appearance in the wild and forest-bordered settlement,
which has since become a city. And here his descendants have been born and died, and
have mingled their earthly substance with the soil, until no small portion of it must
necessarily be akin to the mortal frame wherewith, for a little while, I walk the streets.
In part, therefore, the attachment which I speak of is the mere sensuous sympathy of dust
for dust. Few of my countrymen can know what it is ; nor, as frequent transplantation

is perhaps better for the stock, need they consider it desirable to know.
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I seem to have a stronger claim to a residence here on account of this grave, bearded,
sable-cloaked, and steeple-crowned progenitor, -- who came so early, with his Bible and
his sword, and trode the unworn street with such a stately port, and made so large a
figure, as a man of war and peace, - a stronger claim than for myself, whose name is
seldom heard and my face hardly known. He was a soldier, legislator, judge ; he was a
ruler in the Church; he had all the Puritanic traits, both good and evil. He was likewise
a bitter persecutor; as witness the Quakers, who have remembered him in their histories,
and relate an incident of his hard severity towards a woman of their sect, which will last

longer, it is to be feared, than any record of his better deeds, although these were many.
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His son, too, inherited the persecuting spirit, and made himself so conspicuous in the
martyrdom of the witches, that their blood may fairly be said to have left a stain upon
him. So deep a stain, indeed, that his dry old bones, in the Charter-street burial-ground,

must still retain it, if they have not crumbled utterly to dust !
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I know not whether these ancestors of mine bethought themselves to repent, and ask
pardon of Heaven for their cruelties ; or whether they are now groaning under the heavy
consequences of them in another state of being. At all events, I, the present writer, as
their representative, hereby take shame upon myself for their sakes, and pray that any
curse incurred by them -- as I have heard, and as the dreary and unprosperous condition
of the race, for many a long year back, would argue to exist -- may be now and

henceforth removed.
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No aim that I have ever cherished would they recognise as laudable ; no success of mine
-- if my life, beyond its domestic scope, had ever been brightened by success -- would
they deem otherwise than worthless, if not positively disgraceful. “What is he ? ”
murmurs one grey shadow of my forefathers to the other. “A writer of story books !
What kind of business in life -- what mode of glorifying God, or being serviceable to
mankind in his day and generation -- may that be ? Why, the degenerate fellow might

i

as well have been a fiddler ! ” Such are the compliments bandied between my great

grandsires and myself, across the gulf of time ! And yet, let them scorn me as they will,
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strong traits of their nature have intertwined themselves with mine.
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b ricrHH,
TNy 7 7P —LDAIZHIZOWT ! ‘dreamy brethren’ ; ‘impracticable schemes’
¢ Y T DWW ! ‘subtle influence of an intellect’
*E. ¥+ =712  ‘indulging fantastic speculations, beside our fire of fallen boughs’
* ¥V @—{ZDWT ! ‘talking... about pine trees and Indian relics in his hermitage’
*Y3—Y 85 kT7—FICDWT : ‘growing fastidious by sympathy with classic refinement
of Hillard’s culture’
* 077 2 a7 2T ! ‘becoming imbued with poetic sentiment at Longfellow’s hearth-
stone’
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I looked upon it as an evidence, in some measure, of a system naturally well balanced,
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and lacking no essential part of a thorough organization, that, with such associates to
remember, I could mingle at once with men of altogether different qualities, and never

murmur at the change.
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Could I have preserved the picturesque force of his style, and the humourous colouring
which nature taught him how to throw over his descriptions, the result, I honestly believe,
would have been something new in literature. Or I might readily have found a more
serious task. It was a folly, with the materiality of this daily life pressing so intrusively
upon me, to attempt to fling myself back into another age, or to insist on creating the
semblance of a world out of airy matter, when, at every moment, the impalpable beauty
of my soap-bubble was broken by the rude contact of some actual circumstance. The
wiser effort would have been to diffuse thought and imagination through the opaque
substance of to-day, and thus to make it a bright transparency ; to spiritualise the burden
that began to weigh so heavily ; to seek, resolutely, the true and indestructible value that
lay hidden in the petty and wearisome incidents, and ordinary characters with which I
was now conversant. The fault was mine. The page of life that was spread out before me
seemed dull and commonplace only because I had not fathomed its deeper import. A
better book than I shall ever write was there ; leaf after leaf presenting itself to me, just
as it was written out by the reality of the flitting hour, and vanishing as fast as written,
only because my brain wanted the insight, and my hand the cunning, to transcribe it. At
some future day, it may be, I shall remember a few scattered fragments and broken

paragraphs, and write them down and find the letters turn to gold upon the page.

QY ANDERDRE K=Y~ DRFORICH T, 20775713 [ 5 —o5 %k
FMox#E | (“a different order of composition”) § %4+ (‘romance’ i=3fL T) ‘novelistic’
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TOFTOMFEELZERAL 22 DL LT, EELEN (0—) THAHH, B, BB %2
XEZDLDH, 2D [ =D LEENOXE | DEBRERZ L bhn, Lnw) 2 L3R
LTBWTWWIZS ), 23 ER, m—Y—> DTy A~ E 702 -« F—7 57—
LoD, BOMEMPBIZ T The Blithedale Romance (1852) % The Marble Faun (1862) DR
EEAUEE L TERL T 2 2% 33T Th 5, %8, Nina Baym (106) = £, h—
V=BT VAT 4y 7 BEl D TELRP 2D TR FNE BT h - 72751
THE —BU BB DB TAMDX T 7574842 a> %V TYVRT 4 v 7 LEXHT
AA TS, ERFLTWEILICLERL TBERY,

V. xF=V - OHBBHRICMb-1-raNBdALE
1) FOFTLLLKBBNIT 2 ) A BHFOHEBED—>ThH 2, BHFH 5\ IZERS ST
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(BR8] mBEEEEZDH - T ficp:] #

N BEOBMO R—F 4 20T AV A Y A= N (HDEWIET 2T TN A= N)
EMENDENEYIRA R L TD, Z0BIE, TREZORICHEEATELEES52T
{NB—HT, —AZEHUTHFRLCHENML LTS BL S LHEES 2R OMmE
B2 T & 5 (Melissa McFarland Pennell 68), &—Y —>icB W Tid, BEEMEEZ K-> TL
N2 WEMEND R TH 5 & FEHC, SR - EMBEB BT 5 L 25D, BHIIcAE
TMME T H-o72E ) T EITh b,

ERICE > TRELSINEBGBH LB Er L WBBHE & L ToAEFIR, ZliE: Ly
L EBLLDICEEL SNEED TN, L h—Y = MEPRT 2 (184812 H 14 HAHT
o C. W. Webber 58 CHF#ZEH, Turner 176),

I began to grow melancholy and restless; continually prying into my mind, to discover
which of its poor properties were gone, and what degree of detriment had already
accrued to the remainder. I endeavoured to calculate how much longer I could stay in the
Custom-House, and yet go forth a man. To confess the truth, it was my greatest
apprehension —— as it would never be a measure of policy to turn out so quiet an
individual as myself ; and it being hardly in the nature of a public officer to resign —- it
was my chief trouble, therefore, that I was likely to grow grey and decrepit in the
Surveyorship, and become much such another animal as the old Inspector. Might it not,
in the tedious lapse of official life that lay before me, finally be with me as it was with
this venerable friend -- to make the dinner-hour the nucleus of the day, and to spend the

rest of it, as an old dog spends it, asleep in the sunshine or in the shade ?

[BiBE | 1. HOLWERD S8 r AR ATHREIN T BB/ TMBFHEIC L - T,
B E T#E ] (“Providence”) ¢ B> THIT 2 ZNFENEIL, HODOBRISIEL 72 Az b
DREA L, EBEOEICHSORREELQTHRCATHELARL ) DM ) L29EIFCRZ 5T
»59., (Salem Adventure ¥ editorial connection MR E-H, BI ey 772 0™z
TN 6 A5 BT FHRESH, s—F— 179),

ZOREIE. —ic, [ e AEORE] & LT, fBER-ZJZMEIC & - ThbIdkENREY
NDTH ) LBbI A,

2) EMIFEED MHFET = H%E ]| (“aremarkable event”) & LT, Taylor 5 E D AHk
SEEH Y. FRUCES BB THYWY | (“decapitation” Z DEEIZ R— YV — > —% (%2 5 6 A

11 HA$iF @ Boston Post #2513 C. A THEI LH il -bnEwvws, F—F— 181) I
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WL R B AR R SR A 138 (2002. 3)
wa@@ﬁﬁﬁéhfwéo$—V—7WE6E:%\%4VA@ﬁ%TuﬁEﬁﬁmﬁmu
"BWRES» Thot22 b (F—F— 177). E 7248 513 2 103 & /e TEUAHITEBI R Tl
&#otkﬁo(wt:&(tﬁL:hEﬁﬁﬁ%%ét“ioG.W47-Fﬁf@ww¢3
A5 AT nFism, 5—F— Nw\%Lfit\ﬁ§%$4v7%#5:@ﬁ%ﬁofﬁ
ELDTR L7228 (F—F— w@tE#BﬂMLT\ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@%ﬂéﬂ%%uﬁ
WIEH G LA T, ZHUC b LT, BREahTH L Y LRICEI Nz w5,
ikwmmwwmi$ﬁ06€%uFﬁ%WU%&T:tJT%O\¥D+Vm4x~9?% ot
H%nfwéoEmurﬁﬁJ%FﬁAJ&E@E%iﬁﬁ@LT\&m&iﬁéih&ﬁg\
%m%aLwiwﬁﬁenfwéJmAtﬁ%%mié:&m?éé%ﬁ%%*tmmttwi
120 THRESC LB e mWAE%Mm%Bi&LT¢4vft%%m%ﬁéo(ﬁ\m477@
mc%\%z@G.ti—Fmiiu\m—v—yiﬁﬁﬁ\MA#uwtawioit\m~
V= DI%#E L% 5 72Dl Captain Putnam?s 2 ANBTH 72, ¥—F— 179, 180),

ﬁEﬁwaéiﬁﬁ\Z@lvt4ﬁu$~v—7®776NVy}&@%ﬁﬁﬁéh{m
% (#1213 Michael David Bell {2 “self-deceptive” 72 X DFEL T\ 2), # 0PSB E:>'a
ijﬁwﬁuﬂ%&waéﬁﬁT%éom%mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂiWﬁiijmﬁiéﬁ%thﬂ
BEIC L 72D TH B b, [FEILZ D Z L8 0n EB-Tw2] ZroRE, Uik LT, [&
L AL (2% F 2% weigher and gauger 21U THAH U surveyor 2L T4 & w72 a
EOMBEFE-> T, tnd, F—F— 183) TH2 LEWFC [BAES] Thd L, Frik
WDFERFE X T L bbb Litewn,

v v U

FM%Ju:niTC%w<0#®%&ﬁ&§nféto$~V—>m%&ﬁ%-ﬁ&m$ﬁ
WDWTE, ARTHLBBL TR~ L5, F—F—ic k LIRFLOFH L WIEH A IR L T T
wéoit\Wﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁ&\%t:mfﬁ%J&6?iﬁ%ét:Lt%ﬁ%ﬁié@ﬁﬁ
m%ﬂ%ﬁmutiaf‘m%%@%nz:&bhtﬁﬁ——~wfﬁﬁjﬁ%%ﬁwuto
TLELDDPEG e Fhih —— ORRER T, ZD0M%IE. BB, B Tli 2 ¢ %I 2
mii&%%t%é%@ttftgzémﬁiﬁ%&@#‘kwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂé&tﬁﬁéhf
ETw3,

ARz, BEE LTHRUTSr» 6, BMEETER—Y— W - LEIIZE ) 2 MALD
A%mowfﬁfétcA%t%tm—v—yt%%ATwé%%m%Oﬁu\meEﬂu%
ofﬁi@\%—%ﬁﬁfF/EﬁW§@%T%OT\X?71Uﬁw&%@?ﬂ&“t§iéo
BIZ - R, ZOWEEHMET 2 HHO—>— o0 HETH 20 %Eb. 1 EETHLHEH
BN %l BRE L TORBHETH 2 AW (HEEOHBEE, N2 nrEElyy) o
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TRl oBEEE» C-T  BEE F
ﬁtf\ﬂ%L%%W:ET%éﬁ‘%*%%KM/F;SﬁwKL#UV7L&wO:n%%
33270 (BB 2/ 72 REd I Eidfex 2 e Ti%w (Dan McCall ZH), —H.
22T —DFEIEOND [HXTFI AR THD LRI L L. & (EbNs Lo, [BIE]IE.
VER & FBE DI EAR TH HBLERR - HHIF & [gerg] ou<er 2R L OMICKILTY 5
‘neutral territory’ TH 5 Z L12% %,

BEEBIE r— Y — itk > T EFREEMEL, F2 HE e AHE Lot L . RSL - 2
EREERITE TH -2, ZOBRRLEIE HXF] 2EHECZL TWN HZTIIHEIBZEZ
LHTERTHS). FOTYBZNDIANT =D, SCHRTEMN R BT A E 2 b AND G
cHD. T A HOBE~OHUTLHo12, TNOR)BLOWEL, BELVIED TAHE]
Ly 2 A DT TEATHELON 20 [BE] Tz b, ~¥ ) 4P x4 AXFLD [+
— v 4z]) (1879) DHTE > T\» %, “This sketch of the Custom House is, as simple writing,
one of the most perfect of Hawthorne’s compositions, and one of the most gracefully and
humorously autobiographic” (84). ZZ T ‘autobiographic’ % ‘composition’ & 13—#R creation
ThHH),
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