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Clinical significance of eosinophilia in the
diagnosis of halothane-induced liver injury.∗

Masachika Fujiwara, Akiharu Watanabe, Yasumasa Sato, Tetsuya Shiota,
Harushige Nakatsukasa, Gotaro Yamada, and Hideo Nagashima

Abstract

Three patients with severe halothane-induced liver injury are described. All patients received
halothane anesthesia twice within a short period. High fever and jaundice were noticed soon after
the second operation. The prothrombin time was less than 40%, and eosinophilia was greater than
7% prior to these symptoms. Other causes of liver injury were excluded. Diagnostic criteria for
halothane-induced liver injury are proposed.
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