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Abstract

We have studied the incidence pattern of childhood cancers in Korea. Although the incidence
of many tumors in Korea is similar to that in other countries, the incidence of acute myelogenous
leukemia, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and hepatoma is greater in Korean children. Yonsei Cancer
Center commenced a study of multi-modality treatment of childhood cancers in July 1974. The
most striking improvement of survival rate was seen in patients with acute lymphocytic leukemia
(50% at 5 years), Wilms’ tumor (65% at 5 years), neuroblastoma (45% at 2 years), osteogenic
sarcoma (55% at 2 years) and malignant histiocytosis (20% at 5 years). This study is an attempt to
create a basic framework providing the best possible treatment of childhood cancer in Korea. The
data obtained in Korea are briefly compared with those in Japan and the United States.
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