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Bone marrow examination for detection of
metastasis in patients with bronchogenic

carcinoma: an evaluation of 107 patients.∗

Taisuke Ohnoshi, Shunkichi Hiraki, Yasunari Nakata, Yasunori Nakata, Ken-ichi
Miyake, Jun-ichi Harada, Siro Ozawa, Tetsuo Tamura, Takumi Seto, Masahiro

Miyai, Toshio Tanaka, and Ikuro Kimura

Abstract

As a staging procedure before treatment, examination of bone marrow from the posterior il-
iac crest was performed on a total of 107 patients with bronchogenic carcinoma. Among them,
11 patients (10.3%) had metastasis in the bone marrow: five of 39 adenocarcinomas, five of 33
small cell carcinomas, one of four large cell carcinomas, and none of 31 epidermoid carcinomas.
Leukoerythroblastosis was found exclusively in the patients with metastasis, although the pres-
ence of tumor cells in the bone marrow did not correlate well with peripheral blood cell counts.
Survival following an intensive chemotherapy in patients with bone marrow metastasis was sub-
stantially longer for those with small cell carcinoma than for those with other histologic types of
bronchogenic carcinoma.
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