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Studies of Sendos of Mat Rushes,
1. On the Effect of Sendos for Coating the Stems of Mat Rushes,

Shigeo YoNEDA and Tomomichi Kocar

A study was madé to determine the role of sendo in drying process of mat rush
and to determine the significance of sendo for coating the stem of rush in this
process. Usually, the harvested rush is sorked in mud water and then, spread on the
ground and dried by exposing to the sun. To the earths, which is used in the
preparation of mud water, is given the term of “sendo”.

A comparison was made with two kinds of sample, that is, the mat rush treated
with sendo -and the non-treated one. Results showed that the effect of sendo upon
mat rushes is due chiefly to the formation of gel film of colloidal matter in sendo
on the surface of stem of rush.

It was observed that coating with sendo results the quick and even drying of stem
of rush and prevents fresh color from fading through oxidation of chlorophyll. The
elasticity and flexibility of dried mat rushes treated with sendo could be attributed
to the sizing effect of gel coating of sendo adhered to the rush.
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