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A talk not about:


paradigm shifts


the historical stability of library functions
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A talk not about:


paradigm shifts happen often in talks and 
somewhat less frequently in the real world


the historical stability of library functions







June 29 2004 LIBER pre-conference: SPARC 
Europe


4


A talk not about:


paradigm shifts happen often in talks and 
somewhat less frequently in the real world


the historical stability of library functions as long 
as they are viewed from a sufficient abstraction 
level
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Development of Digital Library


1st stage
Organised collection of hyperlinks
Leading to separate content/database 
environments with tied-in services


2nd stage
Digital Library application
Works as integration layer
Offers content independent tools and services
Possibility to create personalised environment
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Development of Digital Library


Allows for integration digital collections & digital 
library functions within other environments:


• electronic learning environment
• personal student & staff portals (as a library 


channel)


Consequences:
• DL content and functions become available in 


other systems
• DL interface disappears in these environments
• Search functions become ‘google-ised’
• Selection search targets on basis of profiles
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Trend / Goal


The invisible pervasiveness of the library, its 
services and scientific information.
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Other example: information services


Chosen for remote (a)synchronous services
Closing & merging information desks
Staffing reallocated ( ° information services back 
office)


Remote information services also available outside 
DL environment
How to position the service?
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Development of Digital Library


These steps will be reinforced by a necessary and 
more rigorous separation between DL tools and the 
digital collection itself.


“Think of digital libraries as a collection of tools that 
make content alive, that help you to find it, that allow 
you to manipulate it, analyse it, annotate it, comment 
on it then digital libraries attract, they create, they 
define a community.”


Clifford Lynch
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Trend / Goal


Digital objects and metadata need to be available for 
a variety of environments and for re-use and re-
purposing


• Raw material (digital object) is placed in “neutral”
databases.


• Metadata layer/envelope (resource discovery, 
technical data, rights management information, 
processing data, preservation metadata) for 
complex digital objects.


• Layers of interpretation and presentation are built 
upon the raw material and the metadata layer.
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E-based science & E-science


Cyberscience: “science and research falling under 
cyber conditions, which -in essence- means 
science in an environment that is intrinsically 
geographically non-local and where multiple use 
and re-use of knowledge objects are the normal 
situation.”


SURF report: E-based Humanities and E-humanities on a SURF platform  (J. 
Kircz, 2004)
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E-based science & E-science


E-based versus E
• E-based science: ICT used as a supporting tool 


enhancing established methodologies and 
techniques.


• E-science: applications and research quests 
that only become addressed in a fully digital 
environment.


Precondition
• Creation of large digital research corpora is a 


prerequisite for all serious E-research.
SURF report: E-based Humanities and E-humanities on a SURF platform  (J. 
Kircz, 2004)
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Publishing services


Digital Production Centre 
www.uba.uva.nl/digital_production_centre


• Technology partner of Amsterdam University 
Press


E-journal production line
E-dictionary production line
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Publishing services


Digital Production Centre
www.uba.uva.nl/digital_production_centre


• Technology partner of Amsterdam University 
Press


• Creation of research corpora : Biblia Sacra: 
Bibles printed in the Netherlands and 
Belgium www.bibliasacra.com (example of 
extreme metadata layer)
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Publishing services


Digital Production Centre
www.uba.uva.nl/digital_production_centre


• Technology partner of Amsterdam University 
Press


• Creation of research corpora
• Creation of multimedia editions: Bible in 


Dutch Culture www.bijbelencultuur.nl  
(example of interpretative layer)
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Publishing services


Digital Production Centre
www.uba.uva.nl/digital_production_centre


• Technology partner of Amsterdam University 
Press


• Creation of research corpora
• Creation of multimedia editions
• Digitisation of special collections
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Trend / Goal


Publishing services will have to serve requirements 
of E-science / E-humanities / E-social sciences
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Different disciplinary cultures


Embeddedness in physical locales (high energy physics)
(Non-)visual orientation (law - molecular biology)
Data and model driven disciplines (sociology, economics)
Pace of discovery (fast: medicine; slow: mathematics K theory)
Collaborative culture (yes: medicine; no: history)
(Non-)cumulative knowledge production (Slavic studies 
- Papyrology)
Publishing tradition in discipline 
Discipline-wide uniform method, style and 
paradigm (empirical social research; european studies)


Michael Nentwich: Cyberscience: Research in the Age of the Internet (2003)
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Trend / Goal


° Digital libraries for specific disciplines
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Digital Academic Repository (DARE)


Digital Academic Repository of the Universiteit van 
Amsterdam (UvA-DARE): http://dare.uva.nl/
UvA dissertations online incl. printing-on-demand 
(POD) service: http://dare.uva.nl/dissertations


> 60.000 records, > 600 full text documents
Contains dissertations, articles, books, reports, 
working papers, research papers, …
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UvA-DARE services


Services for UvA staff
• Searchable database via www
• Records harvested by other OAI services
• Dutch/English interface
• Author publication list with persistent URLs


(Dutch) http://dare.uva.nl/auteur/sloot,p.m.a.
(English) http://dare.uva.nl/author/sloot,p.m.a.
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UvA-DARE services


Services for UvA staff
• Searchable database via www
• Records harvested by other OAI services
• Dutch/English interface
• Author publication list with persistent URLs
• Overview scientific output university, faculty, 


departments/research groups
• OpenURL services







June 29 2004 LIBER pre-conference: SPARC 
Europe


29







June 29 2004 LIBER pre-conference: SPARC 
Europe


30


UvA-DARE services


Services for UvA staff
• Searchable database via www
• Records harvested by other OAI services
• Dutch/English interface
• Author publication list with persistent URLs
• Overview scientific output university, faculty, 


departments/research groups
• OpenURL services
• Notify a colleague
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How far are we?


Repository project:
• Technical infrastructure up and running
• 100 UvA authors receive full service
• Policy development and implementing 


organisational processes 
• Submitted proposal to Board to change 


Regulation on Doctoral Degrees
Theses:


• Master theses repository has been set up 
Coupling with E-depot National Library (long term 
preservation): 2nd half 2004
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Next step


Community website for SCHOLAR(S) project
• Harvesting material on topic from variety of 


resources
• Overlay journal with editorial board
• News from research field
• Discussion platform
• Portal function to subject databases (use of DL 


tools)


• Project: September 2004 - February 2006
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Trend / Goal


Libraries will not only make data available but will 
also focus on creating services to support 
cyberscience in collaboration with researchers and 
other libraries
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“the library I never go to is already one of the most 
important places in my life”


K. Anthony Appiah
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Thank you for your attention


Questions?


k.f.k.debelder@uva.nl





